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“Am 1 drowming 2 be mnemuesd to muy lose neme and wealth, but 1 woull
himsel! aw if 1o insure enmpletn prsseasion | rather die than suffer s single staln on my
of hissenses, * No, I'm wide awnke ad  honor ns s Christinn gentleman 1
in my right mind ; it s not delasion, wo| * You have done right, Phillip.” said
paet of my waking vision ! But who would  Edith, with sparkling eyes, “We will
ever guppose that old Theron anm.lwuu ngd hope on, happy in loving one an-
whom [ havn't seed since T wasn boy of “other more dearly than ever. Dot who is
sixteen, nud picked him ont of the river she? whnt is her name T
half dend between cramp  wnd  fright,| * That's jost what I didn't stop to in.
would die und”feave me oll his money, quire. 1 will write ngain to my lawyer 1o
Wiy, I'm not the shadow of a relution ; ssk these questions and 1o direct that o
but, then, I nover heard that the old man  deed of convernnee be instantly made out,
bind any Kith or kin, so 1 ecan't imagine and then darling—"
any hurm in taking advantage of his odd His lips quivered & moment—yet be
freak ! Rioh—nam 1 really to be rich ' Ob, manfully completel the bitter sentence ;
Edith ] Edith " | “Theu I will begin the battle of lifo

He clasped both bands over his eye | Over aguin ?"
eick and giddy with the thought that the | And Edith's loving eyes told kim what
loved, fur off gtar of his adorntion wodl] she thought of bis noble selfaboegation—
be bronglit near to him by the magnet of @ sweet testimoniul !
gold. Al those years of putient waiting | * Hem " said Dr. Wyllis, polishing hia
were 1o be hridged over by the strange old | eye-glosses magisterially with a erimson
miser's beqoest ; he might eluim Kdith | silk pocket handkerchief : » 1 dido’t wup.
now ! ] pose the young fellow had so moeh stamioa

How full of henrtwunshine were the | nbont him—n very honorabls thing 1o du,
weeks that fitted over the hend of the nee | Edith, I have never fult exaetly cerlain
cepted lover—brightened by Edith's smile, | about IPhil. Aere’s being worthy of you be-
mmle beautitul by  the solt endianee of | fore—*

Edith's love.  Tlhere was only one ulloyiog |« Pupa 1"

shndowing —the nlmost imperceptible touch =« Bat my mind is made up now, When
of distrust and suspicion with which stern s lie comiog sgain "

oid Dr. Wellis regarded his futare son-in- |« This evening, sir,” faltered Edith, the
law! Al ! be feared to trust his only ehild  violet eyen soltly droopiog.

tn the keeping of any man who hnd wot| = Tell him, Edith, that be may have you
been proved by the flery farnnnee of teinl! | next Wednesday, just the sume oe ever |

It was precisely o woek before the day | And as for the law praoticiog—why thery
appointed for the wediding, and the soft | is time enough for that wierwards,  Child
lights vuiled by shades of groond glase | don't strangle me with your Kisses —keep
were just lighted in De, Wyllis' tlumiu;:'l ‘wm for Phil.
ronm. where Edith sat wmong hee white| e looked aficr his doughter with cyes
| rowes mud heliotropes, working on o bit of | that were strangely dim.
enmbrie rullling, and singing to hwrsell | Ttied and not fonnd wanting ! he
She way o slesder, busutiful giel, with vio. | mottered indistinetls.
let gray eyes, . blue-veined forebead, sl Ple perfume of orange Llossoms  bhad
glossy wbandane corls of that kind old | died wway, the glimmer of pearls nud satin
puinters love to portray, were Dididen o velvet ouskets and touvel
| “ 1 wonder if Mortimer Plueo s g0 very ! ing trunks=nnd Mr.and M. Acre, old
[ lovely.” she said 1o o pilver-dnired lads whe | meried people of Tall o week's duration,
[ st oppagite,  © Phillip W going (o take were driven along (e shores of 1he Huod.
Imn- there, when we retuen from our wed- |son in the umber glow of w glorious June
ding tour, aunty ; be sags it i the sweels | sunset,
wit apot m poet's funcy conld devise, with  * Halla ; which way is Thomas going ™
{Fonntaing aid sheabiberios, ud geecn dell- [ said Pulibp, lesning from the window. ss
| elons copses ! O ! ehinll we not be huppy | the carriage turted out of tie shore rowd.
| there ? 1 told him the direetion to tuke, Phil

Bhe atarted up, with a bright, sudden sald Edith, with bright sparkling eyes
hlush, fur, even while the words were trem, | Lot me have my own way, Jost for once,
| Wling on her lip, Plillip Aere eame inte ) We ure going 1o our vew home,”

[ b poam, his Busdsome face lookinga litte | » Arve we 3" said I'hil, with a comieal
tronbiled, yot cheerful withal,  Mes. Wllia, | geimuce. 1t is to be love o o eottage, 1
| with an arch vod at her nivee, disappoared | suppose,”
[ into the porfomed perspeetive of the l'nn-' « Walt uotll you see, sle!” said Mry,
servatory, leaving the lovers to themselves | Aere, pursing up ber little rosebug of o
= You are leoking grave, Phillip,” sald mouth, Aud Phillip# waited” datinusly.
IWdith, us be Gent over and kissed Im; # Where are we 1 L askal in it odilakes
! ek, ment, when the carriuge deew up in front

o And I am feeling so, darling. 1 bave  of u atately pillard portico, which seemid
a very unpleassot disclosure 1o malkie to- | pot entively enfamiliur to him.  * Burcly
night—our marciege must, be puolpnlml-llhif & Mortiger Mlies."

Linlefinitely.” | %1 shouldn't be sorpeised 0F it woes™
# Phillip ! for what reason sakd Dr. Wyllis, emerging from the diwr-
# T enable me by diligent lubor at my  way, = Walk in, my boy-—come Ldith!
| profession 10 realige suliclnt means 10| Well, how do you like the look of your
gappart you, dearest, in o naoser satishe- | gew home !

tory 10 your futher's expectations wud wy — « Our vew bowe " repented Pliliip. «y
own wishes." ! do not understand you, sir™

* Bat, Phittip, T thoaght—" |« Whe, I mean thut your little wife you-

« You thosght me the heie of “I'heron | dee is the sole surviving relative of Therou
Mortimer's wealth® So T waus, Edith, | Mortimer, although she never knew of it
few Liours sinee, but T huve relingeished all | uotii this morving. Her mother was old
clnim 10 it now.  When 1 aceepted the be | Mortimer's cousin, but some nbsurd quar-
quest, T was under the impression that no | rel bad eansed o total cesstion of ioter-
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* Please, gir, the postman just left R—
two cenls to pay.”

« Here are your two coppers, then, Katy
—a preity fair equivalent for aoy letier 1
may receive.  Now, then,” he added, os
the dooe closed bebind Katy's substautia,
back, * let's see what iy unkoowu Corres.
poodent has to say. A black seal, eh?
Nout having any relation to lose, I am not

alurmed at the prognostie 1"

He broke the seal, and glaneed leisurely
business-like communica
tion eontained within, with a fuce that va

) vied trom iucredulous sarprisc 1o sudden
il | gludoess.

liviog heir existed, T learned to-day that
a distant eousin—a women—is alive, al-
dbough, my lawser tells me, in ignorance
of ber relationship to Theron Mortimer,
Of course, I shall transfer the property to
ber immedistely.”

“ Bat, Phillip, the will hus made it le
gally yours.™

w Legally, it is ; Edith, eonld Ireconcile
it 10 my idess of truth and hover to avail
wysell of okl Mortimer's fanolfisl freak at
this wouan's expeose, 1 might take Whe
hoarded wealth, but 1 should never respeet
mysell again could 1 dream of legally de
feauding the righiful beie. Nay, A 3

i

conrse between the two brauches of the
family. 1 was sware of the faets uli sloaz,
bt I swasn't surey (o avatl u{nll’ of the
apportunity of seeing what kind of stuff
you were made of, Phil. Acre. Aud now,
ai the deed of conveyunce isn't made out
yet, [ don't suppose yoor lawyer will troub-
e bimsell about it. The heircss won's
.qearrel with you I'll be bound."
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