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(UR FIGHT TOR
THE PHILIPPINES.
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The Perils That Coniront the Soldiers of
Major General berritt--Some Queer
Facts About the Islands Uncle
Sam May Acquire,

Rear Admirml Dewoy may woll ropeat tho famous
Mahon, *'d°y sulay J'y reste"'— -
illa ut his merey nod when reamforend by 19,

words of Marshal Mne.
' Ho has Ma-

T pomal o
Mnjor Genoral Wesloy Morritt, the iy ! 2 ba Philippin ::
and by the erulsers Philudolpl ' rlston and the formidable monitoe
Manterey, no forco the Spa vo ut 1l dispns 1 i abli to dlisloding
Lim. Our soldiers, howover, will s t W erils,  The oli-

#t unhwratile
kil nndd e Ve
nly 000 miles from Ma-
e, acoomding o so-

omto is snfd 0 be worse than that of Cuby.  The )
an unncclimated person, doadly fovers ore preval
boule plague in epidemie form prevalls at Tongkay
uills, nnd ot severil points in the Philip
n-p!ul reports, 1s more falal than velloy
lence upon unacclimnted strangers, T K ot nimosk: Aally
ocottrrance and now and U one of by as fores kills hundrds of p iy
pla, Then thero ia tho simoom that gweeps over sonnd Tand, lewing death and
desolntion in it8 wakn

The Ameriean troops, with Dowoy's exnmple hefore them, will not ehrink
peforo such perile. They are strong and brave, and thele lesder, Major Gonoral
Woesloy Marritt, is a soldier of exporienoe who kuows th
tasl, but is fully competont to curry it oot s

The Experience of Consul Elliott,

Lsane M. Tlliott of Now Yk, wh ¢ United Syt
two yoars ago, tolls some intervsting .
government o the Philippines, Spanlsh offi i Philippioe capital,
alarnied ot the growth of American toade in the islands und dotermined to
statmp it out, were angercd by BILots vigorous oy 1 of American rights
Spain agked for his rocall, tramping np tho el that he was aidiog the in.
gargents, The sdministration, nuwilling to offoud the Madrid foreign office,
transforred Elliott to Lo Ganyrn. Two months nfter Conmil Elliott set sull
lonial ! ] I from  the islauds

anl proys with partienlar yvio-

1
IFRTITY (el
jUiLK

mogmitnds of lis

11
(s=luily

nsnl at Manilla

unel of Spanish pnids-

from the Philippine capiial the ¢ {/d
tho last of tho American commercial | wus tho # of Warner,
Blodgett & Co,, which hud built e { 1500 amount.
ing to §284,000, aud the money lopmrtm loue amonnt-
ing to §4, 000, 0,

Heavy tnxes had to Yo paid by the lnst A i company luto the ovors
fiowing private purses of tho coren prndsh ¢ | 1 thes taxes incrensed

us American sympathy with tho Uabin insur

Ameoricang Extraordinny finos were lovied,  Ti
uilln recoives threo-fourtis of the flues ]
New York Sun says it is (matter of recon
to drive Amoricans onb ol L
in 22 months, The luw
overy article listed in the nvole
pany paid a §100 fino bociuso ono cohblestane ont of thousand

N CArgo.
A Robbery Foiled,

Themost high hande! gitempt ab robbory wis mnda the snmmeor bofore Con-
gul Elliote left the Philiyplnes, on i enstomus official eallod ot the
company's oflieo and hundod a B for §42,855,16 0 B ’ Uit ik

i i beenn found in the

ol Spanish hstred of
r ustoms nt Ma-

eetimont, and the
iedal who helped
v laown pockots
\ finy of §100 for
1 the Amorican com-
wis missing in

foun

I 1
Uno nitori

t, mying

must be paid within 24 bours. o smugpted goods had
suburbs of Maunills, and the costoms coll cancloded hwo conld not make
#£0,000 in any casior wiy than by charging the smuguled goods againgt tho

American ship Esmeraldi.  Ewven had the company boen disposod to pay this
fing, the money opuld not huve beon had within &4 hours; for the following diy
wiis Bunday, The avder,
the fine was not  patd tho company
colonial oMeinls had n this mothed of d
on moro than Guo ocensic

chicly was frdin tho siprome contl, gavoe notico that if
's property wonld be coufisoared.  Spanish
Lo bustness of foreigners

Blidgott went at onoo to ( % residence, ond when bho had
brieily rolated the story of th kv oaty tha two went down to thoe
cable ofllee, Admiral Caroentor w t Yo pu with the Asiatio squad-
ron. Tha consnl whots o short suemsago to the admial and hamled it to the op-
erator. The messago was fn cipher. Send asslstonee " itread. * American in-

terests in peril, Elliott.'

“Send in English. Carpenter,’” wus the answver tocely
short time afterwnrd, Tiliott could nob nndesstan] '
wished tho messngs sont i English, for o knet adhnieal must unders
stand tho cipher. But the consul hastenod | thilo office and wrote
out a Fecond message in plain Epglish, Anhonr later Governor General Blanco's
secretary ealled at tho consalato and said that Blaneo wiily d to o the cons
sul at once. Elllott went over to tho governor genoral's redidence. Blanco
handod him the sscond messnge ho bad left at tho eable ofilce,

1 am astonished, sir, ' exclaimed Elliott, “that 4 o gisul’s mosshgo ling
been held. ™

“T am sorry it had o bo done, '’ repli
let that go. Tt might cnuwso some wipleasmniness |

1 by tho consul o
Sdiniral Carpentos

1 Blaneo, “*but you geo wi conldn't
b fween your country anl

minge,*
“Bat no government hns a right to hold hack p con ul's mossago, ltl'ltl if
this mossago is not sont ab oneo I will repare Lhe faet to juy g ruent,

Tho consul then produoed the bill presentad to the American company by
the enstoms official and asked by whi ant oftieor of the government eould
framp up such o choargn.  Hlanco s 1 1 WAS any misun-
IIErF!.unli:m betwoeon the company Cbut the ““ambargo’” was ue-
cording to law, having como from thio s w court, nod e could do nothing
ahont it.

General Blanco's Backdown,

“hen T shall tako tho first steance for Hongkeng,'* stoutly replied Cansnl
Elliott, "*and return with tho American squadron to proteot Amoriean intereste.™
"I will loak into the matter moro thoroughly," said II!I anoo after o mo-
ment's thought nee, ! Thatovenivg Blunco
sent ngnin for the oonsul to tell him that the had Been loaked up, nud it
had been found that the cmbargo conld be valsd,  Worier, Blodgett & Co
never paid the fine of $82,885.15, and Admiral Carpeatar s b
English saved the United States tha cost of & ing
tanglo with Spain, but the potty robberies coblings

LG e senin adore yoa doan

Meinls fouuad

BOME CF UNCLE BAM'E NEW WARDE

M
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AEW Ways of tnjuring the company ‘s busii Lhe Porseution Kreab
that the comipany teluciantly decided to seck tho prateation of ¢ witiah tlag,
sl the American house of Warner, Rlodgott & o ] { » Boage
of Warnor, Bamos & (o
Isgovornmoent of hor plode possessions b tho ¢

ULk GF the watives by their Bpanish conguorars in the
has coutinuel aninterruptedly for more than threo conturics el andydat
have gono on hundeeds of yoars maorv had not Spanish miscule oo tho Amerioan
faland of Coba bought pbont a war for hutin rights between o witry adud
Spaiu. In the faraway Philipptoes, & land of volcatoos, eartlju il Ly
phoons, Spely could carty out ber iniquitous colonial systom of | eyt
Bway froni the eyes of tho oivilized world, Only when somo try l1as o
turned 10 toll of the lifo of the islandors b .-un,\"tlung beent heand of ¢
diwval govornment perpotunted in that wild conntey for the ensichient of the
private purees . f favored Spanish officials, aod the replenishing pubilie
tre ATy, dupletod by corruption at hame and wars in tho eolonies

}--_W fhiat wo o e wir with Spain and our ez foats in (! ipital of
tho l'll..:i!]-;-‘h #, Amerioas who have beon in the islands aro ponk theie
minde. No one 4 better qualified to speak than formoer Consul Bl tt, who waid
thres Yenrs at Manilln,  Doring the lust six months of bis stay e oo silate
wis guardidd by six Spanish soldiers, and Blliott constantly carriod two pistuls

mid o cartridige belt.  Beosuso of Lis Amnerionsimn 1o Was o obiaxious

spantands of Mani!'s as was Goneral Low to Flavana's lovalis s

Corrupt Spanish Rule,

“'Spunish rale in the Phillippines (s thoroughly corrupt, '’ sava Mr. E1liote

"T!J“ fywloms of goverumont nominally in operation is bad cnougl, tut it ja
Mmado vy tloes warse by the officials from Spain who go to the Philippines
for no other purposs than to make o fortune.  The s dary of the gosemior gon
orul in $40,000 & year, noarly as Jarge as the president's, but th v 18 iy

Kigniticnnt in comparison with the smount the offielals steal, W o Lils
return from the Philippines, had to his eredit i the banks of Loodon and Parls

sovernl million dollurs, squeczsd ont of the people and the forvdm meschante
Geuvral Dospuyal, who suoccedid him, was an Lhonost man, anl it is oolated
that be knocked down n Chiness merchnnt who eamie to limow b o gife of Loes
of silver coins nmounting to $10,000, Bluneo, who raled the 1 Ho
wis Uiero, was also an honest man, but he bad to carry out the Law

“The Philipplnes cover more square miles of tereitory than 1w ‘L 1nevi-
cans drvam of.  Imngine the states of New York, New Je r wy, Maryluad, Doine.
wnre, Mussaohsetts, Conneotiont, Rhode Island, Vorme ut, Now i

and Maine transported o the Ching sea snd eut up into 1, 200 fslands, maging
in sige from one s largo as Now York and Maswchusetts combined to Hile
islots pot large enoogh for n boy to turn o bamdspring o, Then pat all the
Now York state people oo the largest islinnd, Luzon, with a city nbout th '
of Waskidngton for fts copital, Manilla, aud spread the other 6,000,000 poople
about ou the other isxlande.  Now yon bave some idog of thoe Philippinee North
nd south the iskands extend 1,200 miles, sl cast ol west sowe T00 miles,
and the arehipelago is woll knit together too

“Who live there? Now you'vo got me. T was thero throo yours, but 1 nov-
ar wis suro whother o man wos Spanish, Chiness, Malay, Siamese, Nogrito or
samoething elss, o all combined, I don't beliove there can bo found suel s mis.
turo of raced auywhere in the world. Outside of the idand of Luxon aud one
ar two others, the population is divided botween the Negritos and the Malays
The Noegritos are dwarflsh blacks, tho original settlers in the islands gomoe 500
years ugo. The Malays swarmed in upon themn from tho south and drove thom
into the bills so that now the consts are held by the Malay trilbes, who speak
somo B0 differont dinlects, wnd the interiors nre holil Ly tho Negrito tribes,
speaking some 200 dialects, perhaps more, for Jttle is Laown of the wild, noex-
plored intevior country ou any of the islands, oven Loaon

A Very Mixed Population,

“Manilla is o cosmopolitan city, Tho Spenianls the rulers, number loss
than 5,000, and thero were not 500 Enropeans thore when Pleft. Amcricans
aro selilom seen. The Clitnese nomber 60,0000 Tlwy e the
Malays are as thick ss Chiviso, The great mididle olas fy

Lot taph of

MAJON GENERAL WESLEY MERRITT, U, 8 A
M litary governor of the Phillppines.)
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000 mestizos, the offspring of Malay mothers and Chinese futhers in tho ma.
jority of cases, but Spanish blood runs in the veing of many of tho m atinon
Theto hulf custes, superior in intelligonce to the natives, aro iun purpotual
gtats of unrest, They have led all the rovolutions in tho islinds wid are the
poople who are expected to ald this conntry in taking possossion of the Philip-
pines, Some of their loaders are bright men, who chafo under tho Spaule yoke
and long for more humane ralors, or, if possible, indopendonce

“Everybody and everything i taxed. Spain draws an enormons revenue
from the Philippines—how mush no one knowe  The annual budget, when I
was ot Manilla, amounted to somo §15,000,000, and mast have been inereased
ginco to help carry on tho war in Cubs.  But tho amount squeezed frum all
clnasos of people by the thisving officials is many millions more, Lot mo rood
yon some figures from a recent budget. |

“Tho coduli parsonal, o ‘docnment for fdentification,’ must b oarriod ,"."
overy persan over 18 years old.  The tax varies, nooording to ugo sl _I;x.:uu-lul
condition, from 75 ounts to §35. Thesum expocted to bo realized o this budgot
wilg 84,401,090, 24, The hoad tax on the Chineso was §250, 200, The tnl.-.'l SO0
tax on tho Chinese was §11,260, nnd on the other persons £33, 600 In nalditiom
toy those personal taxes tho natives must pay taxcd for owning cocounutb trocs
and boasts of Durden ; for svery wheel on thelr wagons they must puy $1 o your;
they must pay taxes for keeping sbops, killing animals, running o Ll snd ol
pressos, holding cockl phts, owning fighting ococks and burying bodics

S Cockfighting is the great national gport, and the budgot I'-fl.':t\:iil.‘!l tho
tisx on the sport at 8140,080. The opium ocontract Wak to allze §480,400,
Frow lotterios the oatimated revenua was placed at 501,503 All L’ilull-- uf pa-
per must bo stamped—=8045, 4003 tho conviots aro hired aot—40 '.fui'j'; tho mint
‘manipulates’ the bullion—g3at, A450; governmant lauds (e #old-=850,000, Tho
nntives lack in the hills are taxed, but only n few thous it sx0 renchod by tho
colleotors. The tribiite frcm tho tribes in this builget was estimatod .--‘t B4, 000

GEvervbody in business must have o loenes, like our lguor 1 onat I
know one drugaist who paid §1,200 a year for the priviiegs « f doing hosin
His storo wits sumll, Tho forvign importors and o aro foreed to pay
CUOrIOons LRI AL jo 11 they complaln, 1he uld find excuses for oon

fiscating their property and driving them feowm the iandsy Nearly all the [u
Dateh and Cermans, 1

olen trado is i the bands of the English, French :

Spaniands tot hsving thy ability of tho othor Buroj Ewver sineo the is

Linds wore oanguerd Spain his fought tho foreign nuorehuits, frmy g the most
ranent,.  ‘The amotint

.
¢ wan 91,350,000

absurd legislotion o divido thelr profita with the

realizced tn business licenses o thin Ly

A Posssssion Worth Holding.

"The United States, 1 Luliove, should hold i, Lpplues,  Tho mestizs
and the Kuropeaus would weleome Amurican Cottol, il of eourse the Malays
Chinuss and Negritos would bo glad of any chinoo of croaping from thelr Span-
ish opprossors. We should, I believe, set up & provisi mal government in the
{alands, giviag the control to the half castes, among whom are many capable

|-‘;]n;|".|--l ta b

A GUIANGA WARRIOR,

men: Over them sliondd bo placed o fow strong Amovican organizers and ex-
soutive officors.  Tho foraign trado hos boon greatly injured by tho insarroction
of (e past (wo years, tnt befor (ho fighting began it annuslly amounted to
pbont 240,000,000, Tho exportsof hemp, sugarand other products to the United
Stntes nmounted o 81,000,000 o wonth, Hemp (8 the most Linportant prodoos
of the islands, the export amonnting to §3,000,000 a your, aml wa recolve nearly
all of {6 Tho sugar export i3 nearly o largo, bue the quality (s not good.  The
toluevo export atnotnts to about §4, 000,000, whilo about the ramo amonnt will
cover the los important products=—coffes, cocon, cotton, pegper, quicksilver,
ohony, mnhogany, indigoes, codar, aultpeter, coral, vanilla and medicinal barks.

“*Ten years apo 164 Amorionn vessels wero ongaged in the Philippine teade,
the pumber having donbled fn flvo yoara Now tho numbor aast bo insignifl.
eant.  Tho Philippines havo wonderful andeveloped reaonrest.  Tho output of
bemip, wogar and tlaees conld bo greatly increassd under n civilized govem-
wient,  Cond md froanam ther in groat quantities, I believe, nod might now be
jmportant articlis of export lad wo taken tha flands ton years ngo.  Now that
the Amerienn Mg hos roplaosd tho Spanish nt Munilla I ook for a groat future
for the Philippines. '

What Yankee Invention Would Do,

Manley R. Bherman of Los Angoles, Cal, fa another American who has
spent yoars in tho Philippines and knows tho countey well, 1o has boen inthe
etploy of a trading company which has boon buying lndigo, camphor, sgur,
spices and hemp in the Philippine Islands for 80 years.

“If the United States should take the FPLilippino Islands na a posossion,
they would have o most valuablo plecs of property. Tho posibilities of the
Phllippioes ns woalth producers can bardly bo overestimuted.  Tho export in
1807 wnountsd to albout 850,000,000, and that in the face of the Llighting op-
pression of tho Spanish on overy entorpris oxcopt tolaceo and smugar, United
Htatos Conml Willinms at Manills and 1 havoe discussod many times tho -
oultural posibilition of the Philippines under Amurican pueh and with ¥
inveution, I beliove thiy exports from the islands might b increased to §80,-
000,000 annually fn o fow yoars, Thero are nowhbero in Centinl Amorion land
and water facilitios that approach those of the island of Noproa for ing
coffee, The exportation of coffeo in 1587 wmounted toationt §:00,000. mi
to lave been ten times that amount. :

“1 nan wondering in theso days, when Unclo Sam I about troopa
from tho Pacisio coast to the Philippdnes, what tho Amoerioan boys will think
of tho elimato ovor thiro,  With tho possible exception of some parts of interlor
Indis and Armabia, I doubt if thero s any hottor olimnto than that of Manilla,
Tho dslunds roach within four dogrecd of tho equator.  The tenporaturo 18 not
wo vory high, but tho humidity (8. ‘e moat oxtromo caro must oonstantly be
exorchied to keep ono's physieal condition properly tonod all surnmor long. The
hottest days in tho yoar are in May and Juno.  Fortunatoly o broezs wally
springs up In tho carly ovoning, and that tampors tho atoosphoro so that one
cin gob sowo sloop if ho 18 proporly fixed for 6 when midnight comes The
mean temparnture ot the Philippines ia 78 dogreos,  In Novomber the woathor
cools, and then for woeeks at o timo along the sgoncoists it 18 abont ne near per-
foction ns any ono can imagine,

“For seven montha in the year, from April to Octobor, no one but the poor-
vat lnborer goos out of doors, unless compelled to do so, botween 8 (o the mom.
ing aml 4 in thowufternoon. In Manilla the wholo population riss at 4 and 6 a
m. and gota tho waork of the day out of tho way beforo 8 o'clock. The housss are
oponed, servants clean up, merobants do their basiness and tho school shildren
aro bugy with their taschers, Then when Old Sol bogina to ghoot his darte down
upan the conntry moro perpendicularly the wholo population into thelr
housos aud stay thoro until sundown. It lan lamd of slostas aue who
can sloeps there all day long, and slamber there i reducod to o solenoo.  Busi-
noes 1a susporided all day long. Even tho men ab tho wharfa quit work for six
or gven bours whon thi sun is highest,

“ At sundown Manills wakes up,  Thero fa nn openlng of the heavy board
window blinds aud an exodos of peoplo from their homes  Tho wanl
of tho day is served nt about 6 o'clock, and with tho rich Spanish it {s & oere-
monious affair. Thereafter the whole popnlation goesont forn walk. The cock-
fighta tako plice in the ovening. The old theater is always crowdoed a¢ night—
wvapoolally Sunday nights

Insurrections and Earthquakes,

“There are 10,000 Spanish regulars on guand in tho islands. The insar-
wonts last full numbered nbout 46,000, of whowm §000 wore armed with good
guns. Tho iusargonts bavo a fow good cannon cast from melted church bolls and
Its of motal that thoy gathered hore and thare, Manilla, Hko Havano, has nate
urally been i control of the Spanigh troops, nnd tho insorgents have boen oar-
ryiog on & warfare 40 and 00 miles from Manilla similar to that of the Cue
bany nbout Havana,

I tho wumer of 1500 the order of the Katipunun wae secrotly foried
wincuy tho Metays nud Chinese, The purposo was to ‘torove by blood the bond-
ago by Spalu.* Tho manbers of tho order were sworn by & gaeh across the loft
upper arrn. With the blood which jssned from the wound the initiate crossed
himself sud deubed his mouth nod solemnly sworo that e wounld spill the
blood of at least one Spaninrd overy six monthe  Tho Spanish got hold of the
plot. By trisls that lasted un hour or two in some cases apd 10 or 40 minutes
vach in most cases 4, 700 of the persons suapected na boing In tho plot were con.
vieted and shot to deatl,  In the mouth of Novembor, 1800, there wero 800
oxpeutions ou tho outskicts of Manilla, In one day seme 75 mon were stood up
Loforo s wall mud shot,

"*Tho carthquakes in the Philippines, especlally on Luzon and Negros is-
Loy, desarve a spoc al stary Il}‘ themselves,. Tho wholo gronp of iglands is of
volounlo origin,  Thero are 10 voloanovs in constant eruption on tho lslnnds.
The fumoes voleino Moyurs is within sight of Manille, Aneertbquake ocours
corup of crioo overy ton days I havo known muall (ukes to come at
tho rate of o dfeen a doy for a week atn time. Abomb o dozin times a year
oo aeg alioolon so severa ting pooplo will run about In fright ind damage will
e dogso to e baildings,  The g bridge over the Pusig river st Manilla hos
bty mo swirved Ly verthquikos twice daring my residence {u the olty thas (8 hes
toon mado wonfe for travel.  In 1884 an earthquako uearly rulned the greas
stomo Gathedrn) o Manills, razed many bulldings to the grouad, roeked bhun.
drods wore, sud 2,000 poopls on Luson [sland wero killed by falling tmbery
and wallie  In 100 the grost carthquake oecurred on Negros laland, 16 has
never bean Juown how many poople waro killed thon, but the number {s oeti
mated ut 7,000, Almost every stroctare on tho isdond was shoken down, snd
groat gups, yurds wido aud uiles long, wore cracked seross (he falsad. The
qoake opened soams 1o the carth from the seaconst nd muuls pasages from the
interior lakes to the ocenn, | wupposo If wuoh o quidos should  ocenr ln New
York city there wonldn't be one boilding left on wll Mauhattas Island.'
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