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HOLIDAY3 IN AUSBTRALIA,

The Poopla of That Far OF Land Take

Things Easily,
The golvg methods of business life
fn A rthh is one of the things
that taost forcilily Impress the American
visltor, Is i1 no way better Ilustrated than
in the pumber of holldays with
‘which colonints Indulge thempelves.
How many dies non there are i the Aus-
trallan commerial calendar ] canunot st
the moment aay through want of ready
rulorence, but my lmprossion is that they
wvernge one a week the year This
9 cortaluly not an extravagant estimate
¢ we conslder not only. the days appolnted
for public festivity, but also those that nre
sot naida by various gullds snd trades,
The the bakers and the candle
stick this manufactory and thas
wholesals wareliouss, all hnve ::m lmﬁ one
day of special jubllation in on te
those logally set nslde by a liberal and pa-
ternal government. If we count the days
that are in part or wholly wasted lu prepa-
ration for these colebratinns avd In recov-
ery therefrom the total wonld be some
thing startling.

I'went into my tallor’s the other day te
Inquire why & wult that had betu protised
a wesk before wis not yet dellversd,
“When we took your order,” sald the head
cutter blandly, “we quite forgot that
Thursday wis the tallors' plenle.”  As the
day was then the Monday following I
eonld not see what bearing this observa-
tlon hud on the case, The head cutter was
much surprised when | expressed this
opinlon. “Ab, well,"” sald he, “'yon see the
men lsve not got back Lo work yet. They
make rather merry at the plenle, of course,
hom

and are apt to keep it up when they get

o, and we never expoct to see uch of
them until afier Bunday—Baturday aftor
f holiday anyhow,

ably send home your order by Wi A
Ono gets used Lo this sort of thing in Ans

Baaide these oceasional and fugitive holl-
in which certain clasifled bodles of
viduals participate there coour at leass
twioo {n the year a continued series of fes
tivition, which consume a wesk or two
each—at Chiristmas und Easter, At Christ-
s lhc‘ll-lbm;u mul exthange ad-
Journs  for & fortnight Inrgo
manufactorios entirely lﬁ m
tlons for ten days; the are
and the postoflice I only open st belef
and uncertain hours for & week; every-
body who oan save, beg or Lorrow, or
otherwise gain possession of ent
money for the purpose into the
country, or to the moes, w ke the
L nre always with us of Australis, and
rne Ix an aspect of desertion A
¢ty stricken with the plague, The Easter
season brings similar phonomens to Hght.
Closing oo Thursday nlght, no bank,
warehouss or office opened until the Wed.
. following, Every tealn was paoked
to ocation either with people golng
Melbourue Into the conntey or com
from the conntry Into Melbourne, all
soeking changes fying ax mpldly ns
might bs to soones that wiere uufamiliar in
that pursuit.—Molbourne Lettor la Boston
Journal.
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Fours ln Eogland,

in spring the dog foxes teavel
great to find their mates, and on
stlll evenings thelr cry way be heard
plalnly, threo short, husky barks, like the
eough of ndog with a lone in his throat.
The vixen oosasiounlly utters a plaintive
lwl, & welnl, uncomfortablo w The
first cubs are dropped enrly in the middle
of March, sowetinies In some lhrge earth
that hua been used for years, but frequently
in & hole which the vizen Las made for
herself, Unlike the otters, foxes do not
resont the presence of others of thelr
apecios in thelr hunting grounds,

A palr of otters will monopolize miles of
rivor; but if thero In plunty of game snd
the covers are quict half a doten vixens

tako up tholr quarters In one square
:l.l,l. The quantity of food which the cuba
require Is extraordinacy; and if the fox
wure ot the most eunnlng as well ns one
of the most active and enduring of anl
mals the old ones would fiud 1t hard te
them. Fortunately for the moth-
ers of large familios—for they sometimes
have as many ws seven ata litter—ihe cubs
are omnivorons ,and, oxoept snnk s
or storts, will uulmoul anything.

Earl

hote to

of Ll family ¢ & com fortable bachelor
¥ &;. w':rm u‘ll:;s ourled w‘:ph'.
nanug nest in g s, with s
wnm‘:m:um-m.
ar, if tho day be very oalm, ho alips fnte
the crown of o polland and slesps -
London Spectator,

Don't Fear to Drink Cold Water,

That cold water—at any time our most
natural beverage—abould bocome dangor
ous ot the very time whon the system is
most um;lly In noed of nh'lupﬂn&n
Boama # paradox, my
skopticlsm M respeot Wi mn‘i
confirmied Uy & long sojours {n an

Amerlen. On the hottest n

u tropioal sumwer [ have seon Mexioan
noldiers kneel down at the briak of a rivu.
lut, cooled by the snows of the high 81
and guench thelr thimt without stint,
“ nature guided fellow creatures
would obey the prou, of an uomis
takabls, nuy, almost tble, lnstinet.

The mere ldea of drebding the conse-
quences of enjoying that most natural of
all Juxuries would seem wholly Incompre-
hannible toseveral hundred milllonsof our
fellow men, and we might, indeed, as well
warsi them pot to run the risk of Indulgin,
A firwt claes Ly satlug, or Dot to Ialﬂ
10 bbo appeals of a work exhausted
nutnh Experienos would
nover llustrate the wisdom of sueh warn-
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womna's
be relled on when on lu the rals
than most materisls, In this
orge la its superior —Now Wi

IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN.
The Hoy Whom the Girl

eomes & Greal Man In

A tasliionable physician told me an in-
teroating experionce the other day.

ugo he was 4 boy in one of the vil-

mw!‘m York. Like most lads of
his nge he had a sweetheart, with whom
e used to attend prayer meetings, parties
and other affairs.  Like some other vil
maldens, this maid was
one fine day she coolly gave him the
for soime other fellow, To add insult te
fnjury she badgered him about his pros-
pocts, sud naked taunungly what he was
!’n!n.umrlu when he grew up to be s man.

hi he was going to e a doetor, and &
great doctor. She langhed and sald con-
temptuously, as only wicked, heart break-
ing girls cnn, that he'd never amount te
much, because ber mother had told her
that he was very stupld,

“Wall, that's all right,” responded our
doctor, grimly. “You'll hear from me
somo day, beeauss [ am golog to make »
wuccesa of IL" The village Iad kept his
word, He beeame & famous doctor and at-
tandod some of the most celebrated persons
in the United States. He rose constantly
in his profession, and bad almost forgot-
ten hin village mald when one day not se
very long ngo he recalved a notes from ber
making If he was the same person she had
known s s boy. He replied eourteoualy,
Lut without unnevessary words, that he
wid.  About two weeks later the lady
valled on him st his office, Bhe wis gray
hatred and matronly,

Bhe had ween his name hundreds of times
in the public peinta, but had supposed that
It mast be some one other than her former
sdmirer, Then she asked would he do her
o favor, Her hosband had had reverses,
nnd was at present a sort of demented

mralytle.  She was too poor to provide for

I, und had valoly veled to have him ad
miltted to oue of the hospitals for inene
ables. 'I'he doctor gave her a note to Lhe
superintendent of the hospital, with whick
b happened to be oted, that wae
tantamount to an order for the sdmisslon
of the patlent, Two months after, the
kosband died in the Institution and the
wiidow ealled to thank the doctor for his
services,

A tear glistensd In her eye, nod with &
doopalgh she hinted at how differant things
wihght bave beon It her mother hadn't for-
bidden her to have anything more to do
with the stupid village lad, The dootor,
who saw the ticklish nd the widow
waa treading, rapidly o the subject,
and soon aftor bowed the lady out with
much dignity to recelve one of his high
priced patienta. Bt he was very absond
minded, and shocked his new ealler con-
slderably by the difident manner in which
he asked after hor symptoms, His mind
was with the Hudson river village girl of
thirty years ago.—New York Star.

What s Private Offered & General

1 wan serving in s regiment nnder Gen.
Banks when one of our men struck his
captain, and was of cotirse put under ur-
rest and beld up for court martial. One
day Just before the trinl was coming off he
senil word to the brigade general that be
hind something of the greatest lmportance
to communicate, The getioral wont down
to wee bim, or rather had the prisoner
brought to his teus, and when they wore
nlone be said:

"}i’n:‘l. my man, yua wanted Lo ses me?"

L1 d‘ »I'

“Yon elalm to have very lmportand
nowsl"

“1 have, goneral."”

“Well, out with itL*

“Well, general, you know they brand
government mules aad borses?”

“You"

“And that some of the boys who get an
animal try to effsce the brand and sell
him*

" "ﬂ. "

“But they make a poor job of it."

“Umi"

“Well now, genoral, I've got a desd sure
shing on that brand business. 1 oan take
oo off In a week and nover turn o hair,
My proposition is this: Get Capt. B, to
withdraw his charges and 1'1) nul.'t;:.lr glve
you my recaipt, but I'll agres to nnd
soll n hundred mules s month and glve you
Lialf the profits, ™

The general didn't brain him on thespot,
but the offer added an extra year to the
sentonee of the conrt murtinl. - New York
Bun,

A Ward to the Men,

Of course there wro masenline women—
women afflicted from birth with maunish
minds, and predisposed to channels of use-
fultiess which are more commonly navl
glu by men, Such women are not all

ly Brassos sither, Some of them even
presume to rnlrri and hiave children. But
they are excoptional oreatures, and are

ly counterbalanced by the feminine
men, The avernge woman s a thorough-
golng woman, ani i not to be educated
out of It.  You may teach her Latin, you
may let her operate a typewriter, or teach
school, or work in a factory, or dot off lan.
gunge by telegeaph, and become as Inde-
Eg:m. ns you please.  She ls & pernistent

mlo wtill

It Mr, Allen will ouly stir up his males,

and oo to It that they are competent, fuith-
ful und good providers, he may ceass to
istress himself, The proportion of the

tler pex who lusist upon reasouing by
ogleal procosses wud competing with men
i bread winulng svocations will not be
great enough to afford him legitimate dis-
tress. Take carve of your men, Mr. Allen,
and your women won't have W take care
of themselves,  And If they don't have to
Moy won't do it —Seribner's,

Mothers and Children.
“The mither's breath Is aye swoed,” says
a Beoteh proverh, The same sent{ment ls

bews tenditly expressad by a German and &
Frouch proverb, **Mother's truth keeps con-
stant youth."

Another Scoteh proverb Is illustrative of
the influence of pareutal example: *“T'ros
feyther, trot mithar, how can foal amblet"

Lie Iden exprossed by the English prov.
orh, “The crow thinks ber own bird the
fnlrest,” takes lu German the form of
“Every mother's child s handsome,” or
“No ape but wweam ho has the finest chil-
dran,’

Every mother knows, though many heed
oot the fact, that unloss she teansfers some
housebold duties to the daughter she an.
cournges her child to grow up in aloth and
E:umnm An English proverh thus utters

wartlng: A light heeled mothar makes
a heavy heelod daughter.”—Youth's Com-

panion. -~

Perseverance Will De I

Mrs, John A, Logun says abe has tanght
huorself the use of carpenter tools until able
to bulld a cupboand or put & new ahelf in
the pantry. She smmshed one thumb,
sawed the other halt off, eri; two fin-
B ey
Hhoe won s -
trolt Free Press.

Deatroy the Sparmaws.
The Amerivan Ortiit hologists’ union of-

n b for \
: 8 polnt for the 0o | ixws for its be repealed
considerntion—and mose |:.,uthna¢nr!mm-(m

felally recommends that all publie foster
ing of the English sparrow be stopped;

probibited by law, and that all

| tian wt Work.
Much Jore s conoected with
[1be date. small round bole at the

stk (s sald to have been made by Mobam-
med's teeth, whon one dny be
trind to bite oue, and in mu-

INCE IIE_W_@ A KIN

A New Vorker's Adventures in
the South Seas.

A SHIPWRECK AND ITS RESULTS.

e Principal Costuway Made King of
un laland mod OFered Unlimited Wives,
How He Brewed Sirong Drink and
Abanduned His Throue and Crown,

fCopyright, 142, by .: mrlrlm Pross Assocln-
tion,

UST about three
hundred miles to
the northeast of
Austmalin Is the
parndise of this
world. It's n long,
narrow island,
guarded  against
all the encroach-
mints of eivilize
tion by caral reefs.
There s no harbor
for vessels, and
therefore no
chance offers for
the Bouth sen com-
mercial pirate to
trade with the na-
tives, to kidnap them or to Introduce the
viees of drink and gaming. I was king of
that glorions little spot for nearly six
manths, and if my sense had been equal to
my luek 1'd be king there still.”

So spoke & tall, gnunt manwho Is known
to nearly every resident of upper Noew
' York elty as Jack O'Brien, He ls old now
andd not rich, but be bas enough of this
earth's dross to keep the wolf from the
door, and he Is wealthy in o fund of expe
rienes and adventure such as falls to the
ot of few men, His father was a “North
of Ireland” Protestant. He and his six
brothers were born In New York eity. All
= futher aud sots—belonged to the volun-
teer firo departiment.

Along inthe late fifties Jack became a
satlorman and nrover. After an absence
of ten yenrs e returned and found that
his father and brothers had gone to the
war aa Unlon soldlers, and toat five of the
Inttor had died, face to the frout, on the
fleld of battle. Compartively speaking,
Jock waa wealthy In thoss days of his
early return, and he made things pleasant
for his surviving relstives. He bought o
small schooner—for the love of the sen was
strong in his veins—and took them sailing
up and down the Atlantie const,

Then, aa time passed on, the weather
beaten old adventurer from the sonth
Puelfie struck bis colors to the little god
Capid. Inother words, he met and mar-
risd a bhandsome, sensible woman, who is
still his wife. After that, natueally, le
desired n home on shore—not far from the
otean, but still rock anchored and stable,
8o ho settled down fn New York, sold his
phip ad, like the honest mariner ho is,
foll & prey to lnnd shnrks,

A fow thousands he had given to his
bride, and that they now have, but the re-
malnderof his modest fortnne he “let out,”
w4 he torms it, tothe still well remem befed
frm of Geant & Ward, Of course he
never got s penny’s return, but when the
crash came be faced the Inevitable as
bravely as ho hal faced many a typhoon—
“horrowed from my girl," as he phrases it
—midle n few judiclous Investments, and
pow, as the autumn of life comes on, s
able to ealmly view the world from the
porch of his little suburban cottage and
recall the events of his stormy and world-
wide career,

Becauss ho bas lelsure after labor 1
chanced to hear the strange story of how
Juck O'Brien Iveame King and bow he
Tout his job,

“It was Just after my little shindy with
the Alabamn, when I got out legal papers
and held that big Confederate eruiser for
thres doys In an Australing port until all
the Yankee vessls got away," mmarked
the ald gentlemmn, “that 1 cleared from
Bydney for n copra erufse down smong the
Inlands Samoa way,

“I owned and commanded as taut a lie-
tle crnft ms ever plowed south Pacifie
wiators, and had & splendid crew of six
men,  The secand day out It eame on to
blow, Then a fog shut everything from
slght, the stecring apparatus got out of
order and it seemed ms though all the ele-
ments and deltlen were agalnst us, We
conldn't keep our conrse, We conld only
guess where we were, nnd all of us, myself
Iueluded, gob panie sirloken.

“Huat we foughit on s best we eould until
livte one dark night we heand the roar of
breakers. The current was careylog the
ship inshore Hke & helpless log, and the
only thing to do was for every man to
make his own stenggle for lite, The ves-
sol struck, and from the way she ripped
spnrt I knew we wers on o cornl reof. A
socondd Inter all of us wore in the water,

YHow I got ashore T ean't sy, but when
the sun came up | found wysell lying on
the beach, hslf paked, sore, brulsed nnd
dazed. | staggorst to my feet and got my
first cousclons thonght on seelng two of
my men Jylog not far away sl apparent

DISCOVERED 1Y THE NATIVES,

Iy dead. 1 limpal and crawled to thels
sldes, Then T fell exhbausted, when a ory
roused me ad 1 radsed myself o bit from
the saml. Soveral natives were approach:
ing from a palm grove. | meollect mut-
toring that 1 didn't care whether they
killed us or leb us alote, The rest for some
time—1 don's know how long—wasa blank.

“When | awoke | was Iying on & mde
couch just ontside the doorof a big hut, and
Bear uhe sal my two men, who had been re-
vived, and who were the ouly coes lefy of
my erew,

“*Hello eap,’ sald Tom Musters, who
mow lives in Deston: ‘glad to see you
eomin aroutd, case we're in luck?

*“How sol" 1 feebly gqueried.

“Why the niggers speak Eunglish and
we're & prophecy.” "

It was explained to me by Mr. O'Brien
that inthe South sess the islanders only
are “uiggers'’ and that Africans, Indiuns,

CUhlnese and so o figure tnthe list with
Foglish snd Americans as “white folks”
He furtbier sald that Masters, with the nid
uf Dick Dear, the « ther sallor, made plain
1o him thele extraordinary stmement. The
iland was ealled by the natives Ontaru,
but this pame had been practically abun.
donedd for that of Swehoms, the change in
title huving followed the resciie fftesn
years provioualy of the sole mirvivor of the
wreek of the Hritish bark Chelsea,

This walf was a Pltcairu ialander, and
mnserted that he was » grandsn of Adams,
the man who Agured In the famoas mutiny
st the ship Dousty, He taught the na-
tives Eoglish and graduslly weaned them
from the use of Ltheir own tongue. He ox-

84 he noderstood them, and the result was
n strange mixture of Jewish rites and
Christian observaneos,

As years went by the Piteairn man be
gan to prophesy, and just before his death
told the peaple that they must wateh for
the coming of & man “white as the foam
of the sea,” who would be their lawglver
and guide. He, too, would be east up by
the waves, Before he dled the stranger
taught shem one wsong, “Home, Bweel
Home,"” and explained In & rude way lts
meaning. Therefore the natives loaked
about with & new appreciation of their
surroundings, sud, their tongnes halting &
hit at the assimilation of the new lan.
gunge, changed the name of their [sland
from Onturu to Bwehome,

Well, It transpired that the casting
nahore of Captain O'Brien, Tom Masters
and Diek Dear was regarded ns the fulflll-
ment of the prediction made by the other
cistawny of yeirs before.

Contisued the captain: T wasn't white
as sen foam by s good deal, but 1 was
whiter'n anything they'd scen, for you
know the island Is so reef fortified that no
ship ean get near it. Boon as I got able to
stand i lot of old fellows eame to me nod
sk 1 wiss to be made ehief.

“I'hiey handed me an old broken paddle
an o Kign of royalty, and some stalwart
men put me on s sort of seat, swung me
up to thelr shoulders and lugged me olf to
the council house. There they did me
homage and nsked my will, By my fimt
decree I appointed Tom chief of police and
Dick speaker of the house. The house 1
made up of » dozen elderly men and told
them we wonld eonsalt when soything im-
portant had to be deciled,  But, bless
youl, no government was teeded,

“The Swehomers were like angels with.
out wings und grub was n drug on the
market. The alr, the xea and the land
combined to make life a round of luxur-
Iotis lnziness, and the only bother 1 had
wis all slong of that dend Plteairn In
lander. He'd told my subjects thut Solomon
bind o thousand wives, There wasn't thad
wany women in the kingdom, but my sul

CHOSEN AS MONARCIL
Jeets were rather inclined to turn over te
me all the females, young, middle aged

nnd old. 1 mannged to explain, however,
that under the Christinn dispensation ang
holpmieot was considered  enongh, and
after that we progressed quite comfort-
#ably.

".’\‘o things went on for flve perfock
months. We'd wake in the morning and
wonder if it wausn't all & dream, we were
#o blamed comfortable. But our own in-
fernnl enterprise busted up the whole busi-
ness ot last,  Oneday the three of us wan-
dered nlong the shore and saw something
thut stuek ont of the sand. It was &
musket barrel.  We dug down and got out
six; nlsoa hig kettle, “They had the French
Nower-dedeoe stamped on them and muss
lave been relics of an anclent wreck,

AL to ones Tom=blnst his hide—had an
llen. *What's the matter,! he sald, ‘with
mnking o wort sod still out of these gun
harsels nid thispot?' So'we got pleces of
hand wodd, munde a0 fire by friction, bent
the lron, fixed things tip, gathered frolt—
princlpally oranges—and in time had econ-
coctad the most villalnous brew that ever
passed mortal lips.  The whole [sland gos
trunk, then got sober ngain aod demanded
o,

“Now it was Diek’s turn to linve nn ilea,
cuss bim, ‘1 wane nomore of that stu@
lie exelnfmed, ‘it 1'd Hike to get where 1
cin bave agood swig of rom, Let's pnd
to sen and chanee it Like fools we agreed,
We launched a small tishing bost, by &
mirncle got outside the reofs and breakers
and were pleked up venrly doad three days
afterward by the teamp clipper ship Yel-
low Jueket, They mudo me work my pas-
wmge to San Franelsco—me, who bl been
n King by the right of prophecy and the
will of the people!

“All that is years ngo now, but as I sit
here of a fine afternoon and watch the
wostering sun 1 can coujure up views of
that glorious island —the stately trees, the
gorgeons bieds, the roar of the surf, the
swedt yoloes of the women, the considerate
and Urotherly kindness of the men, the
charm of the fsolation that shut us out
from the scheming world and yet gave us
full ¥lew of the splendors of the universe,
Above us swung the southern eross and
the full orbed moon by night, by day the
great trees temipersd the biaze of the sun,
Nuture nod man were in harmony, but we
had to spoll all with oor ideas!

“Alus for the days when I was a king!"

Fuep C. DATTON.

How the Blacksnnke Climbs,

A blucksnake, measuring perhaps a
trifle over six feet, was found clinging te
e alile of w sl tree, around which It

ubd bave wrapped itself nearly twiee
il © wished todo o, Instead of this the
e send rlght and left, at short dis-
dices cateling the folds along its under
wrts over and bebind the slightly project-

2 roughness of the bark,

As the snake rested only five or six feet
aff the ground ooe of the young men who
o it grasped at its tall to test fis cling-
g guaslithes, but so great was the force
with which it pulled upward thut it proved
wdilenlt tsk to hold i, Finally becom.
ing annaywd at its il treatment, the soake
reached down threateningly st the offend-
ing hand, and losing bis bold fell to the
wronmd,

I'rofit In Peanuls

The price usually pald by the consumer
or peanut eater s ten to fifteen contan
pound for the best grade. As the farmer
recelves but three to five conta per pound
thore seoms to be n wide margin of profig
for somsebunly, but ns a matter of fact the
dirt which the farmer is cureful to loave on
the nuts often makes up 20 or 80 per cent.
of the whole weight, After allowing for
this loss of weight in the cleaning process
and the expenses fuvolved in gotting the
nuts ready for the market the profit is
perbaps not so enormons, thoogh it is still
bigh enough to stimulate the dealers to
considerable activicy, —80L Louls Post-Dis-
patoh,

It Expressed the Popular fdea.

Aisthetio Gentleman—[ presume you
strive to make each e suggestive of
its use in both form thon.

Silversmith—That is our constant afrm,

Asihetic Gentleman—Then why den't
pont decorste your cream pitchers with pas.
oral soones (nstesd of the allegory ol the
old oaken bucket*

Silversmith—The latter is more thor-
oughly in acvord with the prevailing ides.
—Jewelor's Weekly,

Anesther Testimonlial.

“Is marriage a failure!”
“Yeu," replisd Annette, ax she gased
prowdiy at ber ring flnges, “it s s far as

plained 1o them Wb priciples of meligion | Belie Pilking i concarned. *—Lifa

[ NERO SURPRISED HER.

THE DISMAL STORY OF A HORRID
CRIME THAT FAILED.

How Grandms Posed ns s Lady Macbeth
aud Couldn't Sleep After Making Foor
014 Muchoth Do the Job—Arsenle Glves
the Dog & New Lease of Life,

[t nppened when you were s little bit
of f..-li:'-w-m hlﬂh.'? and the old lady,
Letding down, stretchied her hand out
some twenty-four Iuches from the foor.
“[fs had como to te just o fufly, plump,
Ettle ball of wool when your father wis
young, and perhaps that was '_lly your
grandfnther and I always loved Nero just
a little bit better than the other dogs,

“The yeurs went along; our boy became
ainng. e married, and prsently you pus
In appearatce, you little scamp! Yot Nero
was with us still, He was very old, of
course, and the greater part of his time
won spent on the hearth rug; but then,
who had o better right to it, I should like
to know? He was welcome to it, I'm sure.
It was only when I began to motice that
the old fellow was sufforing and that his
life was getting to b n heavy lond for hin
to cnrry thut §at lnst bronched the subject
very gently to your grandfather,

i harles, my dear,” sald I, ‘don't you
think that Nero s getting fjust u little
deerenit?

“‘Well,!  roplied  your gmndfatber,
stroking his chin, ‘be certeloly is not qulte
0 lively ns b used to be, but then, nelther
are you, my dear, nor am L'

W1 crossed (he roomn and sat down beside
Bim, ‘*Ah! but age doesn’t matter to you
and me, Clisrles. We don't mind, for we
can remember.  But it's different with
poor ald Nero. Age means for him just
misery and pain, It secms cruel to pro-
long it. The ohildren will be tairly heart-
broken, I know, but 1 wis thinking,
Charles—=]—=] wius think'—

THE DECIAION.

“Your grandlither drew back Lis chair
and looked at me o soaseinent,

*You don't mean to say, Martha, that
you'd'——

“iWes, I do,) 1 nodded emplintically.
Ti's thie Kindest thing we ean do for him.'
And ol the thpe T wis feeling that | was
the Wlackest henrted ercature thit ever
livnd,

“But after a lttle your grondfather
came round to my way of thinking. It'sa
wiry b had ™ adided the old Ludy simply,

WiHow shall we do it sadd e st lnse,
‘P've got only otie thing to say about It
He sha'n't W drowned, Martha, Drown-
Ihat's only e for Kittens, Yourgrandinther
always did bite cats, iny dear,’

“Drowned!? exclalmed 1 indignantly.
‘Well, [ should rather think not, indeed!
Now, I've thought this mnatter out very
carefully, Charlos, nnd I rather incline to—
to ardenie. A little anionie properly admin-
istared will answerthe purpose. Wecan
five it to him on & bit of beefsteak. He's
very fond of that.'

“Your grandfather drew out his red silk
pocket hundkerchiel nnd blew his nose
vory hard,

“Yery well, Martha, I'll doit, Only see
that the stake Is a porterhouse, the tender-
st you can get I'm not Eolng o have it
sadil that & dog of mine ever died of fndi-
gestion,"

“And so it was settled, my dear,” con-
tinued the old bady. “You were all in-
vited the next afternoon, and we had
eookles and enrrant wing, Nero lay before
the fire all the vime with his tongue hang-
Ing out,

THE DREADFUL CHIMES

“It was winter tiwe and a stormy night,
I remsember it as well pscan be. 1 had a
littlo ery there in the twilight, and after
that I felt much better. Both your grand-
futher and 1 drank o little stronger tea
than ustinl, and by the time that Nero's
bedtime came [ felt quite like a Lady
Maucbeth, But I ean't say as much for
your grandfuther, my doar.  He had to re-
sort to a thimbleful of his old Martel]l be
fore he could even dootor the steak, and
evon then Lis eyes were so blurred that he
put far wore arsenie on it than was in-
tended,

“1 carried the lkotern and your grand.
father followel with the platter. Nero
used to sleep in the stable, aud we found
bitm there, sonnd, The light of the lantern
partinlly aroused bim, snd placing the
platter temptingly nigh st hand we locked
the door behind us and hurried away,

“I thought that evening never wounld
passl The first half hour we whiled away
by making prepaeations for the funeral,
but after that-—ok, my dear child, I thought
that 10 o'clock never would come! But {¢
wasn't o bit better after we got into bed,
Your grandfather very soon ta
snore, but there waan'e a wink of sleep for
me. Youseo 'venlways been interested
in medicines, and I had stodied this case
out pretty thoronghly. Iknew by heart
the various symptoms, and when the dose
wotld begin to take effect.

THE POISON WORKED,

*““As the clock struck 12 I gave your grand-
fathera nudge, Ieouldn't stand the silence,

*He's Just nbout in the midst of it now,
Charles, 1t's beginning to digest.'

“Your grandfather gave s grunt of as-
sent, and then was off to sleep again,

“Well, | stood it just as long as I could;
then, just at daybreak, my will gave way,
and I insisted upon getting up and going
Qut to the stable. Of course, your grand-
father wouldn't hear of my going alone,
though he didn's want to get up and go
out in the cold., o both of us drossed has-
tily and went out into the yagd. 1 oarried
the lantern again, and your® grandfather
had the key. 1 don't know whether we
felt worse when we lefy poor Nero to his
fate or now, as we came to view the conse-
guences of our fead,

“The night had been blustering and the
snow was piled abont in great drifts, The
lantérn glimmered upon them. Our teoth
ehattered, and your grandfather's hand
was trembiing so that he could scarcely find
the keyhole.

“And then, my dear, the next moment I
found myselfl Iyiug in nsnow drift. The
lantern had gone out, but I could hear
your grandfather spluttering in the snow
a yard or two away, while some big black
object with no end of barks was scamper-
ing over both of us.”
hc:‘lr. :’m;'n’l‘ lNr-ru. grandmal" cried the

¥, who had listened, open mont!
the beginning, - i

“Why, bless my hoart, of course it was
Nero, What else was It likely to be? That
arsenic hid given him a pew lease of life,
and be lved happily for two years after-
wanl Then he was run over by a railway
train and every one of us went to his
funeral. Your grandfather had given him
an ovenlose,” said the old lady as ahe
;L]lcl:ml ber needles.—New York Evening

un.

Go to bed at night to sleep, and
think over the ti:-{oublu ur?ulq n:rdl‘.h‘:
suticipated trials of to-motrow, Oue wo-
man sald: “1 plan my next day's work each
Right after reticlog.” Poor little nervous
thing, she looked it.

=
Getting It Down Fine,

Marguerite, a blue eyed charub of 5 yoars
knows bow sbe wants the gas turned when

F‘mﬂk?m‘u&uu mother
S o lower the gas jet. she said:
"Hum:mutoju.ptmp:-.ﬁm
closed ber eyes 1o sleop anid dream of “Pigs
& Clover. "—Bualfalo Courier,

To n.‘n-mmm
“You that indy with great
Maud ﬁumr‘ “She! Why, she is
Mra Foolsesp. She is literary.” “What has
she written " “Ob, she has just had a story
ol g a o

she s ready for sleep.  After sie had sald ber*

IN THE ARENA AT NIMES.

#port That Pleases the Populace Nearly
as Much as Bull Baiting,

Weariad out that Bunday morning with
wandering through intermingble corridors
and clambering over the broken runges of
soats, we descended and ssked to be leb
out. The wile of the guurdian was for the
time belng In charge. Waving bor fat
hand with true southern dignity toward
the nearvst wrchway, through which a
straggling line of miscellaneous mankind
was passing to the interior, *Ladles," sald
she, "I counsel you uot to leave, This uf-
ternoon, as doubtless you know, there will
be a seriows alfulr in the arens, with tri-
dents and cockades, but just at present
she youth is going Lo exercis and wmuse
ftself with a cow—a small cow—Iluft over
from the last course.”

We werd impressed by her manner and
began meckly to retrace our ste Hav-
ing found and estabillshel curselves in a
shady spot we turned toward the arena
and perceived forthe fisst time that the
coutral spacs was encirclid by u low wooden
paling closed st one exteemity by a pair of
red painted doors which nught have been
looted from u north New England barn.
Inside the paling In conveulent proximity
to these doors were grouped some forty of
la jennesse de Nimes, of age varying from
15 to 80, There were soldlers and police-
wen off duty, clerks from town shops sad
“hunda" from tha nﬁfhborln. furms, bor
with dogs and boys without, all swayed by
the same passion for the clussic diversions
of the arena,

A ory Is ralsed of “Elle vient!” and a tu-
multuons movement orises among the
youth, followwl by s series of loud thuds,
s gighty heels smite the wooden paling
and ¢lghty legs are adroitly swung over to
the aide of safety. The alarm proving
false, they cantiously return to the post of
dunger, and not until this escapade haa
been several times repeated do the barn
doors actually turn upon their creaking
hinges and admit to the arena a lean and
wistful looking beifer, She let her eye
drop nnguidly, fimst on the jeuncsse astride
tho fence, uud then with u shiade more of
Interest upon ourselves. Even thus, be
bolding ber full face, we could but own
that she was n small ereature, A little tri-
angular binck head, with moody mouth,
sloepy eyes and widely branching horns,
two short, thin legs and n wavi
were all that we could discern. After a
fow moments of suspense one of the more
adventurous youths stole forward on tip-
toe, whooped In the animal’s ear and then
dashed back to the fence amid loud ap-
plause,

Moolly turned ber head half around and
contemptuously switched her tail. The
experiment was repeated from the other
side of the oval space, and she started on a
enlm trot for the red doors, only to find
them closed, Her movement had quite suf-
ficed, however, to clear the arena of human
combatants, with the exception of one
plump sergeant, who missed his leap over
the paling and lay biting the dust. We
waited Impatiently for the next act of the
drma, but nothing ensued, and the con-
viction slowly forced ftself upon us that
the fun was all over. ‘It was very Interest-
lng, wasn't it, Indies?"” gald the guardian’s
wife, ns she necepted her fee and ceremoni-
ounsly bowed us out.—Harriet W, Preston
in Century,

An Equine Marvel.

New Yorkers are not easily taken aback,
but a large number of those who bappened
to be in the nelghborhood of the Tribune
bullding the other day were conslderably
surprised, to say the least. A man seated in
n buggy, aad driviog what at first sight ap-
poared to be u horse, drew up at the curb.
Theman's name is Frank Fraundfelter, of
Enston, Pa., and be said the animal was a
“buffalo borse.” He bhad just bought it
from Osear Stempler, in Monroe county,
Pa., who bad bought the animal's mother
(& mare) out of ndrove of Texas horses
about twelve years ago. The “buffalo
harse" is o gelding, 15 149 bands in height
and welghs 1,100 pounds. It s completely
covenad with a cont m«-mhllujf coarse buf-
fulo fur, In close curls eight inches long,
growing equally thick and long on all por-
tions of the body and legs.

In the winter, Mr. Fraundfelter said, the
hinir grows much longer. This long, curly
buffalo hair glves the horse n remarkable
appearance, the mone so a8 the hairon the
legs is ns dense as any other part, maki
them look like four thick fur cov
posts.  In Its goit it resembles a cow more
than n horse. Nevertheless it is said to be
a good roadster and has the pulling power
of a mule. The shape of the animul's head
is distinetly that of a buffalo, and in lien
of & mane there Is an extra growth of
brown halr. o its hindquarters, also, the
horso elosely resembles the buffalo, The
owner sald that neither he nor Mr. Stemp-
ler ever heard of u similar animal,—New
York Tribune,

Two Shell Dollers,

An English engineer proposes to make
bollers capable of withstanding greatly los
creased pressures by construeting them of
two shells and maintaining  pressure in
the space between them, A boiler to work
safely under s pressure of 20 pounds
would consist of un fnucr shell capable of
withstanding o pressureof 150 surrounded
by n shell whose safe working pressure
wis 100, Reducing valves allow sufficlent
steam to pass from the inner boller to the
space between the shells to maiotain the
required pressure, and the inner shell ia
thus subjected to an unbalwiced pressu
of only 1530 pounds, although containing
steam at 9%, Each compartment s, of
course, provided with safety valves,—New
York Commercial Advertiser,

Men Don*t Smoke In the Rain.
There {4 no person In New York upon
whom a continued wet spell hns a morede
ressing influence than the retail cigar
r, One of them sald to me that nsue
cession of rainy days made him blue, be
cause his sales fell off s0, *You don't care
to go nlong the street smoking,” snid he,
“‘when one band is holding your umbrella
and when every wind makes your
sputter,”” And I remembered that [
not fancy smoking in the rain, especially
when the wind was blowing the drops in
my fuce, despite the umbrella.—Epoch,

Where Ignorance Is 1llss,

Little Sam Washington (spelling out the
words in an advertisement)— ¥
don't s-t-¢ m spell stenm?

Mra. Was on—Co'se It do, honey.

Little Sam—Den dey's got stéam windin'
watches,

Mrs. Washington—Fo' de Lawd, honey}
[ 'specta de ge'mans carries Incines 'stead
o wateh keys.—Jewelors' Weealy.

Preparation for Opportunity.

Sir Henry Havelock jolned the army of
India in his twenty-sighth year and walted
till be was @2 for the opportunity to show
himself fitted to command and skillfn! to
plan. During those four and thirty years
of waiting be was busy preparing himself
for that march to Lucknow which was to
make him famous as a soldier.—Youth's
Companion.

In the Unlted States all peanuts grown
are used for eating purposes. Table ofl
:nldu from thrﬁluwu put on the muarket a
W years ago, but owing to the expense
did vot suceeed in bolding its own .i-‘:m
other oils mude of cheaper vegetables.

It is proposedd to connect the South Amer
lean cities of Buenos Ayres snd Moate
video—1%0 miles apurt—by a small over
besd electric milway, on which cars for
mails and light freight may be run.

It is not only an economy for home
makers to keep an account book, but it is
A great satiafaction to know, (rom year t¢
vear, exactly what has been expended.

SAVED BY LIGHTNy,

NARROW ESCAPE OF TWO rpy,
FROM DESPERATE ROBagpg

—_—

The Telographer, Who Tells he
Was Beund Hand snd Foyy, When g3
Bolt Knocked Out the Lender aid gy
Fire 1o the Siatios,

An the following sensations] tale
drect from the lips of a Wektern |
plier, who made oue of the grogy o
tellers, he playlog an importun Par |
locident, and as bis veracicy |, fiM
beet questioned, the tale muw o
cepted at the proper valoe of undil -
truth and #0 pass into the recon of ¢
undoubted from the wild and wonlly :“

“In my early expericuce witl g1, g
graph business,” sald e, T was |.,.M“"
# place called Medicing Hat,  yma)| et
of shanties on the Northern Paeige
road, ns operator, theket agent iy oy
agent.  Modicine Hat conld by o
among the towns as belng thiry
from nowhere. What leele Biistnesy
done was an acconnt of u mining v i
some thirty miles back in the moyy,
The entire population of Medicin |y
could have been easily crowde] |mt::
littla Villng: m:::n. 2

"“One night, after n day of the
try wenther that 1 hm{ nxp.-r]::;:: '::
months, 1 was detained at my oflice gp 5
count of delayed traina A conting
roll of thunder, Accompantl by g
fashes of Hightulng In the distunee, "'"nz
me of an approaching storm. [ fretye
stormed, us | wanted to get to 1y hoard
ing shanty, about a quarter of & mjl Y
the country rond, before the storm prof,
1was leaning back in my chnie myy
over the eveuts that had brought we e
when saddenly a voice broke upoy Y ey

**Hold up your hands, quick'

. “Glancing up 1 saw 0 huge rerglpy
pointed throngh the littlo window fp gl
wall throtgh which I sold tickets, and o
hind it o welrd mask, with terrible shig
ing eyes. In endesvoring to comply win
the commnnd, especinlly the lutter jy
junction, my chair swung around, my by
struck on the edge of the table ayd Ulicoy
sclous I rolled to the foor.

| “When I régaloed my wits [ found g
self Iying on the Boor of the outer Wiiting
room bound hand and foot, with o bl
ungainly looking fellow standing over yy
with a Winchester. The storm find brokes
over ux, and the wind, rain, lightulug s
thunder were something terrifle,

“All at once my trained ear canght th
sonnd of the telegraph sounder, and tum
g my head I peroeived a man st my duj
working away at my ker. Ho wore g
musk, but this did not disguise the fuf
Lhut be was n young man,  As the chirge
ters were tieked off and came 1o my e |
knew hie was feeling his way as to the Joes
tion of the delayed tealos 1 also notiesd
that be frequiently arose and mude use o
the ground wire from the switchlxand
which vut off the main office, in which wy
located the train runnerof the division
At frequent intervals sharp eracks of lighy
ning would reecho through the rom u
they struck the arrester on the switey
But the man worked on totally obliviow
of his surrcundings.

“Suddenly | eaught the drift of what
was sending out over the wire and was b
rified to learn that he was trying toms
niptlnte the train orders 80 as 1o canses
wreck. Traions 47 and 48 passed each other
about five miles up the road from my sta
tion, nnd he was sending out orders with s
cool, stendy bhand to teaio 47 to take a bl
ing about ten miles east of Medicine Hat
and to train 48 to pass 47 ab the regilat
place, These orders would have thrown
the two trains, which were heavily lades
with passengers and express matter, b
gether very near my stution,

“T could ensily bear the sounder, uod
from his orders knew the would he wreek:
er wasan expert telegrapher nud thorough
Iy familinr with teain ruoning.  Every
pow nod then the wreeker would ralse bis
hand from the key as a morv severs stroke
of lightning would como in over the win,
but he was too intent on his deadly work
todesist. The tramp of heavy bootsen
the platform outside told mo that the e
templated wreck was an organized schems
for robbing the express compuny and pas
sengers,

“My mind was in & horrible whirl and
freqoently strained at my bindings to get
my hands loose, but a savage curse from
my guard warned me to be earcful o my
life would not be worth mueh. On necoting
of the tralns being behind time [ knew
they would be pushed to their ntmmost
speed by the engineer, and if they came b
gether the wreck would be n borribio one

“The storm continued to inorease in fore
and peal after peal of thunder reechoel
over and above the little station. Stillthe
wrecker at the key kept steadily at work
weaving his web of destruction. Buddeuly
be called out in a voice of mingled sath
faction and devilish glee:

“iAh, that fixes the matter all right
Forty-seven has signed the onlers st the
water tank and io ten minutes they'll go
together. Tell the men to spread o
up'—

“He never finished the sentence. A
blinding flash at the switchboard, a shriek
from the wrecker and the office apy
to be one mass of flume, My guard rushel
trom the bullding, and with a mighty o
fort | wrenched my bands free and pulll
myself through the door, The lttle s
tion was dry as tinder, the oll from the
trainmen's lamps ndded to the combusth
ble sature of its makeup, and in o moment
flnmes were breaking out In every park

"With loud eries several of the wreek
er's confederates dashed toward the it
room to pull their loader out, but the heat
drove them back, and ss volces were heand
up the country rond coming toswand the
station they all disappeared in the dark
ness, :
“A man named Humpty Lognn untie
my legs, us my hands were useless on a&
count of the groat numbness ootasio
by the tightness of the thongs, and | quice
Iy explained the situation to bim. He
bunted up a lamp and dushed down th
track nnd around the wurve in one dine
tion, while | swung the lnntern upon
traln coming down the straight piece
track to the station in the ather direction
My lantern was not seen by the engioeer,
but the burning station acted ns A dals
sigoal and the train drow up at the statis
the engineer totally ignorant of the danget
they were escaping and only intent 0P
belping to subdue the flames. Twenty
words explained the situstion to the ©
neer and & group of passengers that “ll
ered around, and as train 47 slowlf
rounded the curve from the rf\*ft- ‘f: ““":
tiating my story, the organizstiofn
prayer meeting :{nen and then would bt
been an ensy matter,” — Washingion star

Any Time After Sunset.
“About what time, and whero did O
knights originate and flourish” aiked
teacher, And the smart had boy said ¢
reckoned in the dark cages At for B8
Bftieth time weok the poor, ot
teacher wished sbe could out and dis—
Burdetta,

Standing by Her Guns ¥
Cashier—You've signed your oame 08
face Instead of on the back of the check, =¥

dame.

Mrs mmm;mmﬁ
busband ain't got no more rights than [ MY
Ho signed bis on that side when be w7i
document, an' I'm goin' to.—Judge

The Whele of a Part.

Dudley —A w—Bloodgood, do me twomms

fit the calf? -
|  Bloodgood—TYes, Dudley, they fit yoU
l well —Burlington Free Prese




