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arv's hestatin vanished.  Loang
.mk'""l | oclieve I don't eare to
I pe aneseorod, and, ralsing Lis co)
f:‘m fwlies. furmsl on his boel and
|11
:‘;’f:ul, Ling bim one momnent, tieo
calfily i the party ot tha Zate

-;1\:1'“ * wiil she with the languid
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parned 1o know so will, "this hos been
yday o surprie bins it notf Only
fancy out Diving @ beautiful Englial
siress here within feach and  never
groseing I until udny I’

Mt Sou had i surprise of vour own
aail you mt? Interposed Mrs Spesigue,
oo wars atill clinting aver the fact that
wi lovely il dangerons neighhor should
e m wonopolized the guest she con
wlered hers by prior right and whe
seant o reinind her thise puliliely of
e vttt of whieh sbie bigd been guiity

Mrn Nage, you i pesponided
e [elknnp with e e Linguid
mp‘.ﬂ."i.. Ao manner. “Yes: poor Jen:
g Sl ss nlways uttorly used up afin
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sl ean iy fiehe s e p o tenopl goto
el ina durkensd rooin Al shie wants
w10 b It sl she sdnym, il she gets
seor it b osuppeme she will sleep till
it and then be up ball the aight
Vi1l v i andd see her. won't you?
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h:‘,:i w, ealmly and gracefully and
eieteriiinsly ., the durk eyed dame  with
o heasing ber honest hearted antag
st only the sense of exusperation and
$rleut .

wns full quarter of an hour nfter
porule. wid darkness wis setting down
sathe gurrison, when Capte Lawrenee’s
ety lappend at the door of Mr Perrs’s
lrters, wind, wing bidden “Comne in,.
abis] on Lo the sittine room, whepe he
o] Lt voung  oftieer \]ungN aeep
w an eany ehain in froont of the Breplice
ettt e one of {amﬁmml dejection
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%
AR WO days passed with-
out event of any kind
Sovially speaking, the
garrison was enllven
ed by the advent of
M. Page. and every
bauly flocked tothe ol
i quarters in order to do her proper
bagd  When Perry enlled he asked
Harke to go with Siim, and when the lut-
bt wemed ready to leave the former
dymmarding u very palpable hint from
e lady of the house, pleked ap his for
i oap and went likewise . For two
75 thi one sulbiject under constant dis
Fusion al Uhe post wis thie event of Misy
Hallnd's suddden appearance, her peril
% run and her daring and skillful res
s Everyhody nuaintained that Perry
i 1o be o very proud and happy el
W tohave boen the Liero of such an
reasion, Lt it was very plain that Poerry
*% neither prowd por anything like
s Noonie s ever known him so
el mnd enst down The talk with
Anoe hid helped matters very little
b iriol, this was about all the cap
S oot tel) Dudon, mnel it was all licar
if ethlence nl best  Thie offlcers of the
rentl and their ladies . with a
M usceptions, taken a dislike to Dr
il before Bellinap and Lawrenice with
Wt panties of infuntry had been or
o Fort Rossiter. The feeling was
full Blust whjon they arrived, and dur
the six or eight months they served
together thi infantry peoplis Leard
! e Ride of the story—thut of the
*anth—for the doctor never conde
il o disouss the matter, After
8 forbidden to leave the post
) b tommanding officer, and alter
- Ssunceinent of the “blockade” of
"aven, it was observed that signals
ametimes made from the ranch st
"W strng light thrown Trom a re
o Mushed three times and then
Twn o Next it was uoted, by an
wrans member of the guard, thai
sgnals were answered by a light
doctor's windows, then that he
his horse nnd  rode away down
¥ of the Monee. Ho was al
Mbark at sick call, and, if any one
e commanding officer of his diso-
“Moe of orders, it was not done until
r the departure of the Eleventh
lhe doctor was not afterwards act-
7 HUZhE in the act. Things would
“edly have been brought to n
lad the Eleventh boen allowed to

’“"}Nhﬂ story about Mrs. Quin
L TRoing It was observed during
: that she was looking very

:80d the wory went the rounds in
enth that she was stung and sul
52 of her hushand's conduct
Wnably there was some fair (1
" A Dunraven who lured him
hls wn fireside, She had no inti
dmong the ludies  She was proud
L Itdid ool seem to occur to
d she wus resentful of their dis

h""‘!ﬂnd They were sure she
¥~ becnuse of his neglect—or
When, therefors, without word
the suddenly took her de

iiia quurtars Mes Belknap |

hif full gdvics
simply feals oo nuch cantempt f

or
rison gossip to expluin ?uryl m'.:l:ll;
he knows notling of the slories and e
ories in clrenlution, I'g sure | did not

until 8 yory few weoks [
Ferry, thess are wan ﬁu h} “&’n"r‘?.‘.‘.'.{.

who hear and know everythi
::.T"" who never Liear s cnu'mll :I:.!-.a.:nd

But Perry was low tn his mind. He
could not forget Quin sudden Appear
ance; hiscalling lier Gladys; and then he
huted the thoughe that it was Quin whe
W hilm hisving that confounded tender
Interview with M- Delknap. Was there
ever such a streak of il lyek as thag
No doubt the felluw had toly her about
it Porry lefi law rence's that night
very littde comtorted, and only une
gleam of hape dig be recelve in the two
days that followwd  Mrs Spragus joy
fully beckoned L on Wednesday after-
0000 to read him a little note that had
Just como from Miss Maitland, Her
father hud been very ill, she wrote; his
oondition was stil) critical; but she sent
a world of thanks to her kind entertain
ersal Rositer, sl these words: “1 was
sorry not 1o be able 10 soe Mr. Perry
again. Do ot let him think I have for.
gutten, or will be likely to forget, the
service he—and Nolan —did me.”

Of Dr. Quin he suw very littla. With
the full consent and knowledge of Col
Brainard, the doctor was spending a
g0ud deal of time st Duneaven now, st
tending o Mr. Maitland, Indeed, there
seemed to bo an excellent understanding
between the commandant and. his medi-
enl ofticer, and it was known that they
had had a long talk together. Uppor
circles in the garrison were still agitated
with ehat and conjecture about Gladys
Maitland and her strange fathes; Perry
wad still tortured with questions about
his one visit to Dunraven whenever he
Was 8o Incautious as to appear in publie;
but all through “the quarters,” every-
where among the rank and flle, there
was o subjoct that engrossed all thoughits
and tongues, and that was discussed with
feeling that seemed to deepen with every
day—the approaching court martial of
Sergt. Leary and of Trooper Kell ¥

As o result of his investigation, Capt.
Btryker had preforred charges ngainst
these two men—thie one Tor leading and
the other for being necessory to the as-

| sault on his stable sergeant. Gwynne

was still at the hospital, though rapidly
recovering from his injuries. Not a wond
had he sl that would implicate or ao-
cuse any man; but Stryker's knowledge
of his soldiers, and his clear Insight into
human mativeand charactor, were such
that he had readily mado up his mind as
tothe facts in the case. He felt sure that
Leary and some of the Celtie members of
hia company had determined to go down
to Dunraven and “have It out” with the
hated Dritons who had so affronted and
sbused them the night of Perry's visit
They knew they could not get their horses
by fair means, for Gwynne was above
suspicion. He was English, too, and
striving to shield his countrymen from
the threatened vengeance. They there
fore determined, in collusion with Kelly,
to lure him outside the stables, bind and
gag him, get their horses, having once
rilled Gwynne of the keys, ride down to
the ranch, and, after having a Donny-

' brook fair on the premises, get back to

Rossiter in plenty of time for reveille and
slables. No sentries were posted in such
n way as to interfere with them, and the
plan wus feasible enough but for one
thing. Gwynne had made most gallant
and spirited resistance, had fought the
whole gang like & tiger, and they had
been unauble to overpower him before the
noise had attracted the attention of the
sergeant of the guard and some of the
men in quarters,  An eifort, of coursa,
was made to show that the nssaulting
party wero from without, but it was
futile, and Btryker's cross-questioning
among the men had convineced them that
be knew all about the matter. There
was only one conclusion, therefore, that
Gwynne must have “given thom away,"

as the troopers expressed it
Despite (he fact that be had been as

sulted and badly beaten, this wassome-
thing that few could overlook, and the
latent jeulousy aguinst the *“‘cockney
sergeant” blazed into a feeling of deep
resentment.  Garrison sympathy was
with Leary and his fellows.

Thuraduy came, and bdergt. Gwynue
returned to light duty, though his face
was still bruised and discolored and he
wore o patch over one eye. He resumed
charge of the stables M the afternoon,
after a brief conversation with his cap-
taln, and was superintending the issue
of forage, when Perry entered to inspect
the stalls of his platoon. Nolan waa
being led out by his groom at the mo-
ment, und pricked up bis tapering ears
at sight of liis master und thrust his lean
muzzle to receive the caress of the hand
be knew so well Perry stopped him
and carefully and critically examined
his knoes, feling down to the fetlocks
with scarching fingers for the faintest
symptom of knot or swelling in the ten-
dons that had played their part so
thoroughly in the drama of Monday.
Satisfied. apparently, he rose and be-
stowed a few lLiearty pats on the glossy
peck and shoulder, and then was sur-
prised to find the stable sergeant stand-
ing close beside him and regarding both
him and horse with an expression that
arrested Perty's attention at once.

“Feeling all right again, sergeant?™ he
azked, thinking to recall the non-com-
missionad officer to his senses.

“Almost, sir. 'm a trifle stilf yed
Anything wrong with Nolan, &ir?

“Nothing. | gave him rather s tough
run the other day—had to risk the prai
rie dog helés—and, though I felt no jur
then, I've watched carefully ever since
to see that be was not wrenched. Iwish
you wotld keep an eye on him too, will
you?”

There was noanswer. Perry had been
looking over Nolun's haunches as he
spoke. and once more turned to the ser-
geant. To his astonishment, Gwynne's
lips were twitching and guivering, his
hands, ordinarily held in the rigid pose
of the English service—extended along
the thigh—were clinching and !forking
nervously, and something suspiciously
like a tear was creeping out from under
the patch. Before Perry could recover
[rom his surprise the sergeant _mdda:ly
regnined his self control, hastily rnlund
his hand in salute, ssying something
half articulate in reply, and turned
sharply away, leaving his lieutenant
gazing after him in wuch perplexity.

Bt, just arer tattoo roll call,
I:::‘:lltsxb gjroup of officers was gath-
sred at the colonel's gate, they were sud-
denly joined by Dr Quin, who came
from the direction of the stable where he
kept his horse in rears of his own quar
torw. Col Brainard gmu-d_l.um warmly
and Inquired wfier his patient M Dup-
mven. [Every one noted how grave
wbdued was the tope in which the

tor gnswered:

and b5 his wish, and e |

“He s a very wlek man, colonel, snd

Il:‘l‘llhlnl tosay what will be the rmult
i selzure.

“You muy want to #0 down aguin
Ioctor, if that be the case—befors sok
aall to-morrow | wean, and you had
better tuke e of my borses Ul el
ny I}lun Lo have one in residiness,

“You are very kind, sir | think old
Brian will Jo all the work nesdét Hut
| would like to g0 down b revellls, as
We hve v s b timpvital at all pnow
And, by e way, is Mr. Perry hore?

“I am lere, nnswernd l'rlr!'_t ealdly
He was | wnling  aguinst the r‘.mrr:-
nuthor nway from e | o, ||n'h-:m:|;
ntently . vel unwili g b sl o hald
oopversition with the man be eonosived
Lo be s inlmical w liis every Imi.g nnd
ntereat

“Mr l't'ff_l‘_ N the doctor, pll‘[ﬁ
antly. and utterly ignoring the coldness
of 1the ‘Mr
Maitland ting riked W woo you; and it
woltld gratily him it you would ride
down In the morning.”

Even in thedurkness Perry feared that
all would see the lush that i'-.'qni to his
face. Summoned v Dunraven Ranch
by her father, with a posibility of sos
log her! It was alimost 100 |;l'w.-l! too
thrilling!  He could give no roply for
thoment, and an awkward silence fell og
the group until he chokingly answered
‘Uehall bo gl to go  What time*

“Better ride downearly. Never milnd
breakfast, Miss Maitlund will be glad
to give you a eup of coffee, | faney,”

And Perry feltas though the fonce had
taken to waltsing. He madono answer,
sriving to regain his composuire, and
then the talk went on It was Stryker
who was talking now:

“Has the ring been found, doctor?”

“No! That fsa most singular thing.
ahd one thut worries the old gentleman
ageeat deal [t had a histors; it be
longed to Mra Maitlind's father, who
was from Ireland —indoed, Lreland was
her country, ns it was my father's—und
that ring she had reset for her son Archie
wid gave it to him when he entered sers
lee with the Lancers 1t was sent home
with his wateh and otlier property from
Seuth Africa—for hedied thore—and old
Muitlund always wore it afterwards
Archie was the lust of three sons: and it
broke his heart.”

“And the ring was lost the night of
Perrs's adventure there?” asked the col
onel,

“Yea, AMr. Perry remembers having
seen it on his hand  when the old gentle
man first came down W recelve him It
was missed afterwards, and could casily
have slipped off ur any time, for his fin
gers were withered with age and il
health. They have scarched averywhere,
and could find nothing of it It could
ensily have rolled off the veranda on to
the grass during his excitenent ut the

young lellow's manner.

timoof the row, and somelody may have |

picked it up—either among the ranch
men or among the troopers,”

“I hate to think that any of our men
would take it," said the colonol after a
pause.

“1do not think any of them wonld.
with the idea of selling it,” suid Stry ker;
“but here s o case where It was ploked
up, possibly, as ono of the spoils of war
1 have had inquiry made throughout the
troop, but with no result so far, Do you
g down again to-night, doctor?”

“Not if [ can avoid it. Lamgolng now
to try and sleep, and will not ride down

till daybreak unless signaled for.  Good
night, volunel; good night.'all.”
Unless smignaled for!  Instinctivels

Perry edged closer to Lawrence, who had
st s silent listener to the conversation,
and Lawrence turned and saw him and
knew the thought that must be upper
st in his mind  There was n moment
of perfect silence, snd then Lawrence
spoke:

“Dioes anybody know what the signal

is?"
“Certainly,” sald Coll Prainard,
promptly. *Ie has explained the whole
thing to me. Those were signals for him
that we saw the night you were all on
my gallery. [t wasan arrangement de-
vised by their old nurse—she who came
up with the earringe for Miss Maitlund
the other day. She had o regulir old
fashioned headlight and reflector, and
when Mr, Maitland was so (1l ns to need
a doctor, used to notify Quin In that
way.  He sometimes failed to see it, and
| have given orders today that the goard
should wake him when it | seen here
after.”

*Then that was what those mysterions
pight lights meant that we have leard so
muehabout during the last threo weeks?
asked Mr. Dann

“Oertainly,”  answered  Brainard
“What on earth did anybody suppose
they meant ¥

To this there was no response for a
moment.  Then Lawrence burst out
lnughing

CHAPTER XVL

ry left his quarters and
strolled out on the walke
F\ that bounded the parade
He could not sleep; he
was feverishly impatient
for the eoming of anotlier day, that he |

aight strt forth on hia ride to Dunrae |
ven. A “spin” around the parade or out
on the starlit prairie might soothe his |
perves and enable him to sleep .

All lights were out in the quadrangle, |
mve those 8t the guard house.  Even at
Belknap's quarters, where the veranda |
had boen thronged with officers and la- |
dies only an hour before, all was pow si- .
lence und darkness Unwilling 1o attract
sttention by tramping up and down on |
the board walk, he crossed the rosd and
went out on the broad lavel of the pa-
rade, but took care so to direct his steps |
&8 0ot to come within hailing distance of
the guard houss. It would be awkward |
work explaining the situstion to the ser-
geant of the guard In case the sentry
were to see or hear and challenge him.

fs edged well ovér 5 his Boft @ Te
walked, and #o {t happened that he found
pimself, after & while, opposite the
northeast entrance to the and close
to the road on whith the commis
mry sod quartermaster storehouses
There was a sentry posted here, (oo, and
is would not do to be challenged by him

| me without s word of warning.

e ——————————————————————————————————

any more than by “Number One.”

Btopping & moment to listen for the
sentry's footfall Perry's ear wan at
tructesd by the sound of a door slowly
and cautioudy opened It was some
little time befare he could toll from
which one of the nelghboring buildings
lwoming there (n the darknos, the soynd
procovsded  Then be hearsd el foot
steps wnd & whispered consultation o
far away. and hureving on Uptos i the
direction of the sound he presently
caught sight of two or three shndowy
forms moving nelselessly along  the
porch of the company quarters nesrest
him  Stryker's troop, that 1o which he
telonged, was quartered down beyvond
the guard house on the lower siide of the
pamde, these forms were issuing from
the Larmacks of Capt Wayne's troop
and before Perry coull realize the (gl
that they were out either in moceasin
o their stocking fest, and presumabily
therefore on some unlaswful onterprise
iy hiad disappoarad around 1he cornge
of the '-tnli.]iltg e “:Ihlll r"'i”“]F
thither, turned the corner snd they were
nowhere in sight or hearing  Stwpping
o lsten did not help matters at all  He
could uwot hear s sound, and ns for the
shidows of which he was in pursuls, it
wis simply impossible w0 tell which di
rection they had taken,  They had van
ished from the face of the eurth and
were lost In the deeper gloom that hung
about the scatlored array of wooden
buildings—store houses, fuel shivls wnd
couk snels—at the rear of the post

Had it been his own teoop e could
have rousod the Gt sergeant and order
od a “check” roll call us o means of do
termining nt otice who the night prow|
ers might be; but Capt. Wayne had his
peculinritios, and one of them was an
unalterable and deeply rootwl objection
toany interference on the part of other
officers in the management of his men

l over here, and—gol Yiere Drsl.

Perre’s finit thoughit, too, was of the sty |

bles and Sergt, Gwynne  Were they
meditating another foray, and had the
feeling spread outside their own com
pany?  No time wis to be lost. flo turn:
el Liis face
outlines of the stables eould be dimly
traced nguinst the sky, and hastened,
stutbling at thmes over stray tin cans
and other disearded rubbish, until he
crosed the intorvening swale and reach

eustwand to where the dark |

ed the low Lluil along which the orude: | be
unpainted stroctures were ranged. Al | MOrRing stables.  Will you seo to it

was darkness here towards the northern
wrnd, andd the one sentry who had exter
nal charge of the entire line was slowly
peicing Lis post: Porry coulil see bia form.
dimly outlined, us he breasund the slope,
and it detsrudned Ldm o Leep on In the
hoflow until he got to o polot opposite
thestables of his own troop. I there
wiy to bo any devilment it might be well
to see whether this soldier, too, would
turn out o be in league with the con
spirators  Listening intently as ha hur
ried along, but hearing nothing, Perry
soon found himself at the pathway lead.
ing to Lis own domain, and the next
minute was guzing in surprise at a light
burning dimly in the window of the lit:
tle room oceuplsd by Sergt. Gwynne,
thera was not o glimmer elsowherealong
the line.

Striding upto the window, he tapped
lightly. and Gwyune's volce steruly
challenged from within, * Who's there?

“Licut. Perry, sergeant. Come around |

and open the stable door for me.”

“One moment, #ir,” was the answer
and he heard the sergeant bounding, ap
parently, off his bed.  Then a hand drew
wsicde the slple, nyd (h}'ynno'n face np
peared ul the window, whilea small lan

Gwynne's face lighted up 1t touched
him to know his officers were on the
lookout for his safety

“l bave heard nothing, sle.  Tho men
would hardly be apt to speak to me on
the subject, since the affair of the other
night. What I fear is simply this—that
there Is an elewment here in the regiment
that Is determined 1o get down there to
the ranch and have satisfaction for the
nssault that was mude on you and your
pary Th"“' weed horsos in order to et
there and back botwoen midnight and
revedlls, and are doubtioss hatehing some
plan,  They failed here; now they may
try the stables of some other troop or the
quartermaster’s  Shall | warn the sen
try that there are prowlers out o
night”

“Notyet.  They will hardly make th
astesipt while your light is burning here
Wihat I'm concerned sbout just now |s
this: We all know that there is deep
sympathy for Leary in the commund
and it is ot improbable that among the
lelshmen thees is corresponding feeling
agninst vou. | don’t like your being
here sl Just pow, for tluv_\‘ know vou
are mlusost the unly
Wi,

“1hare thoughit of that, sir,” answered
Gwynne, gravely, “bat 1 want nothing
that looks like protection,  The captain
s spoken of  the matter to mo, and e
aggroed, sir, that it would do move harm
than good.  There is one thing 1 would
nak—if 1 may trouble the leutengnt *

*IWhat is it sergeant?

“Thaven little packet, contalislng some
papers and a trinket or two, Ut | would
liko very much to hivve kept safely, and
if anything should happes to me, to
have you, sir, and Capt, Stryker open it
and-—=the letters there will explain every
thing that is to Le done. ™

“Certainly 1 will take caro of it for
you~if not too valunble,™

“Lwould rather know it was with you
sir, thun stow it in the quartermaster's
afe,” was Gwsnne's answer, as he
opened a little wooden chest at the foot
of his bunk, amd, after rummaging n
moment, drew forth a parcel tied and
sealed. This be handed to the lieatenant

“Now | will go back and notify the
officer of the guurd of what 1 have
seon,” said Perry: “and [ want Nolan
saudidlod, over at my quarters right after

witnoss  aguinst

*1 will, sir, and thank you for your
kindness.™

All was darkness, all silence and peace
ns Perry retraced his steps and went
back to v garrison, earrying the lite
packet o his hand.  He went direct to
the guard howse, and found Mr, Gralium
sitlky over being disturbed in his snooze
by the sentey's challenge

*“Whut the devil are yon owling
around this time of night for?" waa the
not unnatural question.  **1 thought it
was the offfeer of the day, and nearly
biroke my neck in hurrying out here”

But Perry's briel rocital of the faet
thit he hand seen some wen stealing out
of the quarters of M troop in their stock.
ing feet or moceasing put an end o Gra
ham's complaints.  Flastily summoning
the sergeant of the guard, he started oot
o mpke the rounds of his sentries, while
Perry carvied his packel home, locked it
i his desk, and then returned to the
veranda to await develupments

Bergt  Gaynoe, meantime,  haviong

| lighted hils young oflloer to the stable

tern wus held so ns to throw its mys oo |

the (dee without,
continued. 1 thonght I could not bx
deceived In the voles,™

Poery walked around to the front again
taking another survey of the sleeping
garrison as he did so, and listening oner
wiore for foolsteps; but all was still
Presently the little panel in the big door
was unlooked from within, and the lew
tenant bent low and entersd, fnding
Gwyune, lantern in hand, standing in hiy
uneompromising attitude of “attention
at Lt entmnee

“Everything been quiet here to-night?
e asked, ms e stealghtened ap,

“Perfectly so, sir”

“All right, sir," be |

door, stood  there o few  moments, look
Ing over the silent garvison and listening
to the retreating footsteps  The sentry
et prcing wlong the front of the sy
tilis, sitnl bronght bis corbine down from
the shouliber as ho dimady sighted the tall
figure, bot, recognizing the stabile ser

| geant a4 he eame neares. the resdy chal

wnge died on his lips
“1 thought | heard somebody moving
around down here, sergoeant It was

L you, then, was it?

*Come into your room a moment; ||

wunt to spenk to vou,” suid Perry, after
2 moinent’s reflection

They passd along the broad gangway
between the rows of sloepy homses, soine
Iyving down in their stalls, others still
afool and munching st their hay. The
stalile gunnd stood at his post and faced

ey as they turned Into the dark amd | V8¥ they clmn_ml out the mvn'lll:{ when
narrow  passage leading into Gwynne's | 00y wore locking up at taps  The
The lamps along the | fetched over & bottle of whisky with

litthe sanictunry

line of stulls burned low and diw, and | ‘em.”

the ports being lowered, gave no gleam
withiout the walls  Once more, howeser,

“1 inve been moving around—insily
=ttt wmade no nolse. Have you heard
T sdops or volvos!”

Poth | thought: but 1ts as black
your bt on this beat to-night 1 ean't
see ny hamd afore my face ™

‘eep your vars open, then, there are
men out from onoof the quariers, al
least, und oo telling what they are up to
\\'llm'g in chirge at the quartermoaster’s
stablim®”

“Sergl Reilly,of the infantry: somoof
the fellows were over having a little
game with him before tattoo, and |
heard him el “em to come again when
whey had more money to lose.  He and
his helper thore were laughing st the

boys

“Who were they™
*Oh, there was Flanagan and Murphy,

a bright light shone from the window of | af M troop. and Corporsl Donovan and

the stable sergeant's room-—brighter than
wifore, conld they only know it, for this
time there was no intervening shade
After his bivief inspection of the lieuten

| ant's face. Gwynne had left it drawn

The sergeant sel his laotern on o
womlen desk, and respectfully waited
for his superior to speak.  Perry looked

| him well over s mowent, and then be

san.

“Did you tell Capt. Stryker the partic

ilars of your rough treatment down
nere at the ranch?”

“*Thoe rough ‘reatmsnt—vyes, sir.”

“Would you mind telling me where
1ou ware tukenf—whore you saw Dr
duinf”

The sergeant hesitated one moment, 8
roubled lok on bis face His one
wadlable eye stufNed his lleatenant’s
‘eatures attentively Bomething in tne
‘rank, kiod blug eyes—possibly some
wdden recollectiyn, lwo—seemed Lo roas

| mure him .

“It wiis to Mr. Cowan's little house,
fir. He interpossd to save me from s
worse beating at the hamls of three
trutes who were employed there and had
soe grudge against this garrison of
which | was ignomnt They attucked
It was
he, too. who called in Dr. Quin.”®

“Have you—did you see any of the
people at Dunraven oesides this young
man?

“1 saw his mother. gir.  Bhe lsa nurse
there. and has been in the family for
vears. | am tald.”

Perry wis sllent 8 moment.  Then he
spoke again

“Have you heard any furthrer threats
umong the men bere since the arrest of
Sergt Lenry?”

Uwynne hesitatad, coloring painfully

“1t in something | hate to speak of, sir
The talk has pot alarreed me in the
lveast. "

*| know that, ergennt.  All the same
we want to prevent & recurrence of that
performance, and it was that, mainly
it beought me orer here | saw some
men stemling out of M troop’s quarters
swhile ago, and lost them in the dark
oess | thought they might be coming

on+ or two othiers. They bado't been
driakin" "

“Hut Riley had—do you mean®™

“He wus a little full: not raueh,”

“Well. look alive now,. Wicks [t's
my advice to you that you watch that
end of your post with all your eyes'
And with this Sergt COwynne turned
back into the stable, picked up his lao
tern and returned o the little room in
which he slept A ourrent of eool night
air, blowing In through the open case
ment, sitracted his attontion  Odd! s
anew he had pulled aside the shade w
scan the fratures of the lieutenant when
he tapped at the pane, but he eould no
roeall baving opened the sash. It swung
on u hinge, and wus fustened by a loose
Iy fitting bolt.  Perbups the rising wind
bad blown itin.  He set his lamp down

us before, closed 1he sush and then closed |
and locked the lid of his chest.  That |
wo, was open. Wicks, the sontry, well |
ap to the north end of his post and clow |

o the entrance of the quartermaster’s
corral  was bawling
o'clock, and a-all's well,” when the lighi
wint out in Gwynne's little room, and
all the line of stables was' wrapped in
dinrkness

Perry frosted around the veranda untll
1 o'cloek, then sought lis room  He was
still o excited to sleep, and It seomed

an Interminable time before he dazed off
Then it seamed as though he could noi
have been in drvamband five minutes be
fore & hund win laid upon his shoulder
shaking him vigorously, and & volce he

well knew waa eacisiming. in low but
forcibile tones:
“ Wake, livutenant, wakel Every

borso bs gone from the quartermaster’s
aerral  There must be twenty met gane
down the valley. ['ve Nolun here fo
vou at the gate.”

In ten minutes Licut. Perry and Bergt
Uwynne were riding neck and neck oul
over the eastern prairie—out toward
the paling orient stars and the faintl)
gleaming sky—before them, sovera

dark and threatensd

stir and egcitoment and bustle conse
quent upon & night alarm.  The colonel

“Half past 12/

T

|
rounsed by Perry with (he news, had oe
dered the instant sounding of the asem:
bly, and the garrison was tumbling eut
for roll call

CHAPTER XVIL

T TUHE headd of n score
“of his own men, Caph
Strykor rode forth
soine  Hlieen minutes
Inter  Uis orders Trom Col  Brainard
were to go to Dunraven, and, If he found
the marsudirs there. to arrest the antire
party and Liring them Lack 1w the post
From all that could be learned from hur
sl questioniug of the sentries and the
dred, half deanken sorgeant of the cor
tl, the troopers engugisd in the rald
Wit have selectod a thme whon the sen
try was walliing towards the vouth end
wl his post o il ove of thelr number
over the wall of the inclosure in whick
were kept the wagons and ambulances
This i hid unbarred from within the
gate hading eastward to the trail down
which the “stock” was driven daily
witer In the Monee. Riley admitted
that “the boys" had loft o bottle with
him which be and his assistant had
emptivd before turning in, and so it hap
pered that. unhean! and wnseon, the
raiders had managed 1o slip out witha
dozen horses that were kept there and
had also taken six moles as “mounts”
for thoso who could not find anything
botter

Elghtoen men, apparently, were In the
party, amd the sentry on Number Three
Leard heof bents down towards the val
tey nhout hail pust 2 o'clock, but thought
it was only some of the ponies belonging
to the Chieyenne soouta.  There was one
vomfort—the men had taken no Arearun
with them; for s hurried inspection ol
the company quarters showed that the
carbines were ail in their mcks and the
revalvers In thelr cases, SBome of the
men might have small caliber pistols ol
their own, but the government arms had
not boen disturbed.  Half the party, mt
lenst, must have ridden bareback and
with only watering bridles for theh
steeds.  They were indeed “spoiling for
a fght," and the result of the roll call
showed that the mising troopers were
all Irishmen and some of the best and
most popular men In the command
Whatever thelr plan, thought Stryker
as ho trotted down to the Monee, It was
probably carried out by this time; it was
pow within a minute of 4 o'clook,

Only a mile out he was overtaken by
Dr, Quin, who relued up an lnstant &
ask if noy one had been sent ahead
“Thank God for that!" he exclaimeds
when told that Perry and Sergt. Gwynne
had gone at the first alarm; then, strik
ing spurs to his horse, pushed oo at rapld
51.1 b, while the troopegs mnintained

ir steady tr.. ffom Dun

raven, in the dim light of early morning,
the captain's keen eyes enught sight ol
shadowy forms of mounted men on the
opposite shore, and, despite their effort
to esoape on thelr wearied stoeds, three
of them were speedily run down and
captured. One of them was Corp. Done
van, and Donovan's fice was white and
his manner agitated.  Bidding him ride
alongside as they pushed ahead towards
tho ranch, Steyker questioned him aa te
what bad tiken placo, and the corporal
pever soughit to eguivorate:

“We've been trying for sevaral

#lr, 0 get horsea and go down and bhave
It out with those blackguards ot the
ranch. We took ne arma, sir, even thoss
of us who bad pistols of our own.  All
wo naked wan a fair fight, man against
man.  They wouldn’t come out of their
bole—thoy dusn't do It, sir—and then
they fired on us.  We'd hnve burned the
roof over their hoads, but that Lieut
Perry galloped In and stopped ua, |
came away then, sir, and so did most of
us, Wo knew ‘twas all up when we saw
the leutenunt: but there wis more fir
| Ing aftor | left. This way, captain. Out
scross the prairie hers  We cut down
the fence on this slde.”  And so saying,
Donovan led the little troop to s broad
[ gap In the wide barrier, and thence
| trulght across the GQulds to where lights
were soent flitting about o the dark
whndows of the buildings of the ranch
Anther moment, and Stryker hnd dis
wounted nnd was kneeling boside the
prostrite wnd aneonselous form of his
Heutenant  Some mbiguided ranchinan,
mistaking for & new wssailant the wll
young solilier who gallopsd Into the
miilst of the swarm of taunting Lreish
fmwn, had fred the cruel shot  Thers
iny Nolan dead wpon the sward, and
here, close at hund, his grief atricken
| mmster had Anally swooned from jowm
| of Blood, the bullet having plerced his
e bwdow the khea  Besdde him knelt
the dootor he had out away the natty
| rldding boot, amd wiss ruplilly binding up
Cthe wound  Close at hund stood Gwynnbe,
L world of anxiety and trouble in his
| rudsod wodd still disoclored fuce

(TO DE CONTINUED,
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RAISING TIREEYN,

[Foultry asd Pets, |

It in we'l to wateh a turkey hen In the
spring. Bhe will et you koow when she
wanta to lay. Bhe will hant around here
|andd there lor a saitable place for o nest,
When you see her duing (his fusten her
Lap in a yard until sbe makes o nest and
lnye, nnd whe will be almost sure to go
uck’ anmuy l]n wzmplnodur
warln ve the 1

und you will have ﬁ:llr mmﬂﬁ
her éges.  The turkey hon always covers
her egen, and it is well to leave un egy in
:lh ml::- : tl:i ’ll I:np d

# the main thing isto them dry
u:{il they are full feathered. If they
once become thoronghly
| there |8 no nse "ﬁ
(them, They wi die sure,
main food whi'e yoaug should b wheat
soaked in milk, Com weal alone kills
them. I & little corn meal o fod with
bran uo evil results will follow, but it
L e
try on you
when thoy are taking ﬂloﬂldl cont of
™.

| An objsct glass for the forty-inch

|

|
THE POLICY OF RUSSIA

She Wil Never Permlt the Hmesibare
wianl of Franoe,

In the Massagor Russe, a eview pibs
laked In Sy Petsrsburg, thero I8 an
article upou the fature polley of Kusalu,
by My, Serge de Tatlshoff, the eminent
historiun and diplomatise,.  Ho doclaros
thnt Kussin may remaln Intiforant to
all the misunderstandings and difieals
tios of Westorn Europe, bhut that there
Is one thing that the Emplee Is bound st
all hieands 10 roslst, snd thut Is the dis
memberment of France by Gormany or
by the quadraple allinnce, In oppesing
sl mnoaet, ho says, Russln would only
bt defanding hor own intorests, hocpise
» powartul Franve is absolutely nocos-
sAry s A counter-lulance to the terman
Empleo, which (& at present supported
by the armies of Austro-Hungary aml
laly and also susialned by the naral
forces of Groal Deitain,  This was somes
thing that was well understocd by the
Ewporor Alexander L in 151415, and
Inter still by Alexander 11, when In
IETh be would not permit Germany to

invade France for the socond time, be-
fore ahie coulid recover from hor dikasters
and  placo  horself once more on
the defonsive. Lot it be remom-
bored that st  the above-named
dutes  Ruossis was  bound to the
courts of Berlin  and Vienna by

treaty, while to«day alie is perfeotly free
to mold her polley aceonding to higr own
interosts and noeds, Germany, aé ‘he
hoad of the so-onlled loague of prade,
ilroady dominates the whole of Contral
Europe. Two great powers alone pre-
sorve tholr indepondence and hinder hor
domination from spreading all over the
universe, Henco the absolute identity
of thelr reciprocal Interests I Ger-
many should succeed in conquering
France without the intarferonco of Ruse
sia, or 1n conquering Russis, lolt withe
out the ald of Franve, thero would then
not inly bo no balance of power In
Enrope, but none in the entire werld.
All powers and all proples wonld find
themaolves obliged to bow tholr heads
under tho yoke of Germuny and to nee
knowledgo her universal soverignty.
Therefore, In any struggle with the
quadruplo allinnee it s the duty of Rus
sl to sustain Frauce, just as [t Is the
duty of France to ststain Russia. To
the objection that if an allinnce were
coneluded betwoen Franco and Rusiia a
diclarstion of war would be the Immedi-
ate rosult Me, Totishoff replics:

Y1t In Just the same ag lltwo separate
army corps, acting against a conconirat-
ol enemy, wern advised to keop sopar-
ate for fear of hurting the feolings of
that enemy. And how ahould they be
kept thus separste? By s manedrer
whioh must noceusarily lead to defeat!
The absurdlty of such advles ls plain to
overy body from a purely military polay
of view, and only & half-blind snd in-
compeiont diplomacy falls to sco (tas &

"matter of polioy, To our oyoes It lsss
plain as that twoand two make four
that if the ponge of Kurope is to be as-
sured it moust be by an alliance frank
and sincere betwoen ro and Rumia
The eonditions of such an alliance are
vory simplo—common dofense sgainss
the common enemy} & mutual guaran
of the integrity of our territories,

an engagemont not to conclude n peace
othorwise than by common oconsent.
Tho troaty would contain nothing hurts
ful wauy{ndq. ovon It It was not justl-
flod by the threatening coalition of the
four other gread powers known under
tho name o« the league of peace, snd
which, notwithstanding {ta name, ls pro-
clsaly the thing that compromises the

of Europe the mystorlous ac
tlons and the cons :,uum_ taof lia
‘membors,*

e S Ay
f SHAN SUPERSTITIONS,
A Primitive People Possessed Ty n Ballel
In Evil Splrita.

| The spirits both good and evil have
thelr origin in humsn belngs, and all
‘mmm&?uuduummg
! or ortune, are regulated
theso. Toth Hinduism and Buddhism
have, to a corfain extont, left l\ﬁ
| trnces npon the primitive creod, and
m:]n;unlslu of worship aro naturally of
the Buddhist type. Among 4
slgnificantly
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