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The Kelation Which the Preparntion o
ths Boll Bears 1o Produelion.

Those who are able to compare the
manner wheh the farmers of to-ls

prepare the soil for garde: and theld
erops, w th that which wa: p se o

fifty yoars ago, csn in some dogree
realize the progress which has Do
made in the profuction of fasm po
ducts. Fifty years ago the fn m .
but very few implemenl
adapted to the work of pulver zing Ly
soil; not one farmer in tweaty hal o
thing but the plow and the old A ha
row, and the harrow Wwa. v 7
rarely nsed escept when small gron
was sown in the spring. Ver. fes
farmers at that time had thought ther
was pay better way to apply manu v
than to plow under the coarsesi, and

t the fine in the h 1i; therefore few

ought it nevessary to make any effort
to stir up the sol, except to plow iy,
until the crop was large enough 1o re-

yire hoeing. But to-day this is all
:gbu very few farmers would think
of planting. even Indian corn. w.thout
mixing some maoure with the soil, and
would not be sat sfied to do it with
one of the old tooth harrows that is %o
construoted 85 to not only ;Emuly
lighten up the soil but thoreughly mix
the manure with it. The advantage of
ths is so great that after once talrly
tried it will not be sbandoned.

When the manure is well mixed with
the soil it 5 bencticial seversl ways, it
not only lightens up the soil, but ‘y "0
doing it leis in the warm ar. which
with the moisture of the soll. 4cts on
the manure snd hastens decomposition;
ns the menore s well mixed with the
#0ii this decomposition is taking place
all over the top of the so.l as far down
us the warm nrr penetrates. Thus the
whols suriacs of the soil 1 in a state of
aghivity. The rapid decomposition of
the fértdizing materials not only of
themselves furnish plant food, but no
doubt that by the process of changing
from orude materin's to avalsble piunt
food, there is an section on the sur-
rounding so 1 which transforms insolu-
ble o soluble matsrials that is adapted
to the growth of plauts.  Thus the pul-
verizing ol the soil and the mixing of
manure with it accomplishes three ob-
jects, all of which are important for
plant growih.

. In our efforts to properly prepare the
soil we must not ’umt that the work
uot pnly nesds to be well done, but it
needs to be doneat the proper time, this
is when it w Il secnre the bost resalts,
or when the plants are soon to come
into a condition to need large quanti-
tien of well propared plant food. 1 the
gnil be prepared so carly in the spring
that decompos tion in & great measure
consos bofore the plants begin to grow,
the result will be far from satisfactory;
but if the wotk be done but a very
short time before the seed be planted,
by the tme the young plants begin to
grow the soil w.ll be in un active state
of ferment; while in this condit'on the
young roots onn more readily penetrate
it, and the foil being full of divided
atoms of manure that are soluble in
witer, the rools roadily find all of the
elements necessary to' foree a rapid
of the plants, A soil that is
vod just before plant ng will keep
in n botter condit on during the cuotire
season than it possibly could be i0 the
ion was made several weeks
before, becauso the heavy rains which
usually come in the early spring beat
the ground down so pard as 1o retard,
if it dons not entirely stop decomposi-
t on before Jhe roots of the plants beg n
to grow. It preparation be delayed
until # Lo the erop s planted it w il be
impossible to prepare oaly what soll is
botween the rows; this, it is troe, will
do mueh to force the growth of the
plants, but it will not help the growth
of tho piants when they first start,
whioh % the most importsnt period of
their growtl. By preparing the soil
before planting it can be done better
and cssier than after the crop begins
to grow; but the portion of the soil not
covered by the growing plants should
reosive conskant aitont on.

Whenever the farmer finds the soil is
coverold by s hard crust, cusused by
heayy raing, or from any other cause,
he should lose no time in pulversng
it wilh some implement adapted for
the purpose. ‘The old hana hor Is o
very poor implement for this purpose;
w small iron rake i & much better im-
plement. It is surprising that an im-
plement 5o ill adapted for pulverizing
the sl ms tha how shonld haye been so
nmvnmnllly waed for o many centiuries;
it probab {'woznld not haye been if our
ancestors had vot mstaken the prin-
nl];ltmbjml for cultivatingerops. The'r
wole objeot was to Kill the weeds and
hill np the arop by drawing up all of
the looso soil around the plants, leav-
ing the ground between the rows hard
nnﬁl l‘rm'.-r. noither the air or waler
conld penetrate it. It dul not ocour
to them that the soll should be kept
light and loose enough for the air and
water to have free acoess through iy
#0 the old hoe was considered an ex-
cellent instrument, and in fact it was
for the pu it was nsed.  But as
#00n a3 1L was found that in addition
o the kill.ng of weads it was necessary
to stir the soil, implements were n<
vented to take the place of the hoe
We haye not yet lg«l. just what we need
oullll;nu ;ls:‘npnr ,I ln;l oast lm}l!':ll

win, ants in the garden ]
gl:!ol ‘nom in the garden are not
made just s they should bo; most
of them are too heavy, and they fail to
loave the soil s fine as it should be:
m faot the inventors, most of them,
still koep to the idea that all the work
to be done is to kill the weeds: and we
are sorry Lo be obliged to acknowimdge
that in many gardens they fail to do
even that for a hanl wheel hoo, if
not run throngh the garcen be'ore
the wewls get “one or two
inches high, it ix n worse Implement
than the common hoe  When the
whaoel hot is to be nsed L must be sturt-
od 88 8000 08 the weods are up, and
run often enough 1o provent them ever
tt'ng more than two incbes high.
wheel hos when nim th ough the
garden often enough can be made to o

‘over a ynarterof an acre of land [n less
‘than one hour and » hall,

For Leld
grops the horse hoe and cullivator
should Lo used,

He who would grow the largest ceop
with the expenditire of the least labor
aod material <huld see £3 it tiat his
sa ) i thoronghly prepared jusd bface

the seod is pianted, and also after the
plants are up that the soil is stirred
often enongh to acrustirom form-
ing on the sur{ace; If this is done there
will ba no trouble about the weeds.—
Wassachusells Plonghman,
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FARM HOMES.

flaw They May Be Mads Fleasant and
Profitable.

It is unfortunate that there Ia truth
n the statem ot that there is s strong
endency on the pari of the children of
wr great producers to leave the farm
ind h'e to the et es, In que<t o more
renteel emplovment, easier labor and
more attrastive homes. Thow who
know the most of city and country | fe
will be very slow to boliove that these
farmer boys, as a whole, are benehited
by the change, tuking into the account
many, many dangers which surround
the young in the vities, with the in-
creased cost of living, made necessary
by its extray ces.  Again, if these
voung men bave s mercantile life in
mind, let them remember that about
ninety-eight per cent. of the merchants
fa 1. atleast, once dur ng their career:
some many times, particulaily those
who intend to make money without
any regard to moral prineiple! Mer
gantile life Is but little less than a con-
siant round of care, prrolexity. anxiety,
with almost a constant expectation of
sad reverses, in connection with finan-
e'al erises, resulting, it may be from
onr present hankqu system, which
i« +the best that the world
ever  knew" for the  bankers!
Farmers are the decded pro-
dneers of the world, though not the
only ones, since the man who carries
Iis products to the market. add ng to
their value, the mechanie who manu-
facture< what the farmer needs, that
he may do his work more profitably,
the inventor and the man of s¢'ence
who publishes principles which will aid
the farmer—any one who lightens toil
and increases production, must be
ranked wth produerrs. The farmer
' the most independent man in soe ety,
han the fewest perplexit es and re-
vorses, with the greatest per cent. of
sucoess —the least cause for worry and
fretting, It is true that he ma. worry,
prodict droughts and many, many dis-
asters, do much to annoy h mself, if he
chooses, but no one has less oecasion
for such unrest, since nobusiness is any
surer of yiclding a fair return for the
expend tures of labor aud general out-
lays. An ocousionnl dry season may
oeeur, but not often, awd never so se-
vere as to prevint ratsing something
often very much more than may have
been expected, if we may judge by the
murmurag of some of this class,
Early and late frosts may appear. bus
the Intell'gent and thoughtful farmer
can do much to guard against these ca-
lamities.

It is possible. nlso, todo still more to
render his boys more content and hap-
pv on the farm, by rendor ng it and its
surroundings  and accompanyments
more attractive,  If these boys and
gitls, in  visiting city and village
cousing see comfortable homes, at-
tractive houses. book< in the library,
papers and wagazines on the table, pie-
tiures on the walls, a general nir of
taste and convenienes. and know that
there is wealth enough at home to se-
onrs the same, it is not matter of sur-
prine if they should wish similar adorn
ments. s milar convenienees. to live
more | ke civilized men and women.

Now, from what | know of Westorn
farmers, 1 am eonvineed that there is
enough wasted on the average farm to
porchase enough of the coveted arti-
oles of mdornment to make these boys
and girls happy.  The g rls must have
something “pretty’” in the house, or
they will not be sutistled. whle no one
enn blave them.  Let the money spent
on some farms for tobaceo and intox-
icants b invest «d in papers and maga-
snws for the table, in books for
the libheary, In  pictures  for the
wite and  eo'rls, and the house
would promotly nssume a new and im-
proved appearance! While the former
do absolntely nothing to improve per-
sonal appesrance, morals, heal h or the
good of the family and soeiety, the lat-
tor will do very much in all of these re-
spoects, securing suflic ent conieniment
to indu e the ehildren to stay oo the
farm. Now, let m+ as a farmer's son,
stggest the idea of forming ao n<so-
¢ ation of fliltesn farmers -more or
losa —in nny community  hat‘ng
stated  meolings,  with  neeess ry
oflicors, having this object in v
At tivst, rase n moderate  amount f
funds, thvest in good and  instroe ive
books. such ng w.l give the farier
needed information, w th valnable -
pers, In adidivion tothose already tak o,
sllowing these to betaken tothe honi 4,
for a br of period, the r advantages to
be afforded to all, in order.  In this
way, with additonsl improvements,
auch as will be suggested to the minds
of the farmers and wives, avast smount
of good and enjoyment may casily be
ohtamed. —Dr. J. H, Hanaford, in Wasl-
ern Plowman,
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A Flowery Name.

An Austin solored man, Jim Webster
by name, of rather limited education,
and whose memory is remarkably de-
fective, was recently ghlessed with a
«on. His wife, who is more intelligent.
determined that the son and heir should
have a high sonnd ing name, and select-
od & very beautiful one. When the
ohild was presented 1o the elergymun
for baptism the latter said:

“Namo this infant.”

Jim soratehed his head for a while
and finally said:

~Squash.”

«Dats no proper name for a Christian
ehild."

vsun-Flower, den.”

Once more the clergyman shook his
hoad incredulouslv, Jim Webster leaned
over and whispered to his wife to give
the right name.

~Hyacinth.”" she repled.

“Well, 1 knowed it was some Kinder
garden truck.” —Texas Siffings,

_— - P

—An English writer polnts out the
probab ity that a smoky atmosphere is
not & wholly unmitigated evil, since its
earbon and sulphur must absorb many

of disease, and tend to prevent

spread of epidemics.
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! THE CUCKOO.

A T'rd That Has licen sa Olject of Sa-
! perstition for Ages—How It Trespusses

Upon the Neats of Other Birds.

The swallow and the nightingale have
been the themes for a prodiglous
amount of indiderent verse.  But it may
be donbtad whether either of these birds
bas been the moving eauss for as much
potry na the cuckoo has prose. Vol
tmes have been written on its habits
and its distribution. Discussions, which
come and go with less regularity than
the bird over which they are expended.
are agan and azain raised regarding
its habit of laying its eggs in the nest
of other birds.  Yet. 50 comparatively
liitle Is known for certin rezarding this
migrant that there is, perhaps, no single
fact in its history which is aceepted
without cavil by the hundreds of orni
tiologists who busy themsélves with its
private life. As for the country folk,
they seem more interested in the super-
patural Eowan which the wrmtiuons
of -Eea ave woven around it than in
solving the many moot problems in its
career. InSwitzerland, for instance, the
cuckoo I8 considered to be a trans
formed baker's boy, and the shepherd
&;L when she first hears the notes of

e bird, counts the number of times it
is repeated, under the belief that an
equal number of years will elspse be-
fore she Is married. In Germany s
similar sugury is drawn as to the num-
ber of years tie listener has to live: and
in *his country it is & current belief thut
they who hoar the lirst votes of the
cuckoo with an empty pocket sre des-
tined to remain co niess until bed sap-
pears. The Danes dread to hear the
enckoo on an empty stomach, for in
such case the hapless wight so placed is
doomed some day to come to atual
starvation. Thereis an old adage in
Servia to the effect that wheo the cuckoo
sings in & wood without leaves he is the
harbinger of distress; whereas, i ha
wiit till the period when the trees aro
clothed, all will go we!l - with, we pre.
sume, the person who has not been too
premature in detecting the song of ill-
omen. The French peasant imagines
that in the sutumn the cuckoo changes
itself into & hawk, just as the Vancouver
Island Indians believe that the grouse
become gulls during the winter. In
short, there is a mythology of this bird,
just as there is 8 zoology: and even tho

shilologists huve contributed some very

{rnrm'd pages to its voluminous history.
The name which the bird bears is,
curiously enough, nearly the same in all
countries. It is, for example, the
kukuka of the Sanser t. the kuckuk of
Germany, the euceo of Italy, the kokkuz
of Greces, the gok of Sweden, the
koekkook of Holland, and the ecoucon
of France, while the oldest English
spelling gives us cucen for a bird which
evidently derives those names from its
familisr note—this fact giving the stu-
dents of onomutopria a weapon of
which they have not failed to avail
themseives,

However, interesting thongh the
enckoo may be from a linguistic, folk-
Jore or geographieal aspect, the one
peint which gives it so prominent a
place in ornithologioal literature is ona
which redounds least to its credit. 1
during the next fow days the keen ob-
gerver chooses (o keep 8 wateh on the
baunts of the bird he may see it skim-
ming along the hedge-rows, often pur-
sued by floocks of tue smalier species,
who either mistake It for a hawk or are
consedous that its flight betokens ro
good to their still unnatched ofspring
The cuckoo Is on the outluok for a
nest. The chances are it it has it
pgr in its bill, remdy 1o be deposited
in the likeliest one: for it is now very
generally accepted ns an article of the
zoological ereed that tue bird first lavs
on the ground, and then earries the
egg to the place where itis to be hateh-
ed by the foster-parent. It s, indeed.
apart from the fact that the provcess
mentioned has been observed more
than once, nll but impossible that it
could 8t on the nest in which its egg is
found. It is also a mistake 1o supposa
that the sparrow is the species usually
selected for this imposition. The gerden
warbler, the blackeap, the whitothroats,
the redsiarts, the robins, wnrblers,
willow wren. wh nchat, wagtails, pipits,
skylarks, yellow-hammer, red-tacked
shrike, nightingale, chifi-chafl buntings,
greentnches, linnet, wheatear, black-
bird, bulltinch, turtle dove, wood
plgeon, ay,” spotted fiyeatcher, and
various other species are each of them
ut times chosen to be the vietim.  So
sound an ornithologist as the late Mr.
Gould was at one time inclined to dis-
trust the old tale of the young enckoos
turning ont of the nest the rightful ten-
ants, apparently unconscions that ond
of the earliest contributions to seienee ol
the famous Jenner was an account ol
such n scenee. Whether w susp clon
ever crosses the fostec-parents’ brain
that there is something wrong, it is
hard tosav. At all events, they are
assiduons in feed ng their ungrateful
bantlings, sometimes even sitting on
their backs in order to reach the months
of the overgrown fledgel ng Shakes
peare will bave it that the young
cuckoo devours not only its fosier broth-
ers and sisters. but ultimately consumes
its foster-parents nlso. Happily this aw-
ful charge s vot confirmed by more ac
curate observation. Yet the reality ia
bad enough, without the addition ol
any calumny., Of Iste years eucenlie
literature has been inoreased by some
hot debates over the theory which
teaches that the cuckoo selects n nest
for the deposition of its eggs in accord:
snce with the color of those lnid by the
foster-parent.  This idea seems o little
fanciful. 1t may be that now and then
the euckoo chovses a nest which already
contalns eggs similar 10 her own. Bal
the egg In question is so often found
among others d.flerent totally from il
in color that, apart from the ditliculty
of supposing that the cuckoo Hies
around, egg in mouth, seeking for 2
mateh in color, or has any power of in
floencing the hue of its eggs, it is wise
to maintain & neutral position toward
the ingenious theory with which the
name of Herr Baldamus is conpeoted.
And thers sre 40 many moot points i
be solved, without disputing over thil
erwz. Why, for exsmple, should the
Frm spotted enckoo build a nest fo!

tself and hatch its young. as has been
awerted, donled, and ssserted n,
and the domestio “paisano’™ of Calitor
nis—a wear 1clation—oonstruct thos
wonderful *vuns’ for which it is cele

brated, while their cousin in these lath
tudes leads o desolate s life? Again,
ilhm&mxmhnhlathn the “un-
oatural parent” visits its egg st inter-
vals to see that It is

Why, then, does it not show decent af-
f n at the outset, and what circom-

stances first led to the tion of so
extrsordinary a trait of ter?—
London Standard.
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A SURPRISED PARTY.

How Jimmy Nrown aad a Young Compan-
ion Kvaded a Secial Infliction.

I said & while ago that I had invented

s plan for driving ghosts out of the
wall

My plan was to pour something into

the hole in the wall of my room where g

the ghosts are that would make them
glad to come out and go somewhere
else. Now there is a kind of medicine
ealled nastyfettidy that smells worse
than anything you ean think oL I went
to ovr druggist and asked him if he
couldn’t melt some for me so that it
would stay melted. 1 d'dn’t tell the
druggist what I wanted it for, but he
said he guessed he could do it, and gave
me a bott!e full of something that smelt
just like nastyfett'dy. [ took it home
and poured it into the hole, and left the
window open, so that the ghosts could
ﬁ“ out, and shut the door and went
Dwn-stairs.

1 think the ghosts left. They couldn’t
have staid in the wall, for 1 couldn’t
stay in the room, and I'm not as deli-
cate as 3 ghost.  Futher hopes that we
shall be aﬁle to go into the room some
time next spring, but he doesn't feel
very sure about it, for we can bardly
live in the rest of the house. Of course
I told him all abont it, and when he ex-
plained to me that 1 had done wrong, 1
admitted it, and was very sorry. He
told me that for s punishment I could
not go skating for a month and I hope,
my son, it will teach you not to play
tricks 'n my house sgain. But I de.
served it, and I'do hope it will teach
me some*hing.

One day the whole family except me
wenl to New York to spend the night,
and Tom Metinnis was allowed to come
snd stay with me, so that we eould tuke
ears of the house.

As I couldn't go skating, Tom and I
thought we would make s skating pond
inour front yard. So we poured a

reat lot of waler over our front walk,
which is made of askfelt: and as it was
very cold it froze in u very little while.
We skated all day, and toward night
we poured more water over it to make
it nice and smooth.

We have been having surprise purties
in our town this winter, and I heard
fathur say that we had them worse in
our town than iz any other part of the
country. A surprise party isa whole
1ot of folks who rush into vour house at
night, and don't give anybody time to
change their clothes or take their hair
out of eurl-papers  The surprise party
generally Ering-i cnke s::g pie with
them, and everybody eats some and
drops the rest on the carpet, and whenthe
party is gone you sit down and burst out
erying, and say you were never so wor-
ried in all yourlife, and wish those
wretched, impudent people were a
thonsand miles away,

Tom and [ had a beautiful time after
we got through skating and it was dark,
Wae had supper. and then we brought
down a maltress from up-stairs and
turnel somersanlts on it in the purlor.
Wewers going to black up and play
we were minstrels, but we couldn’t find
any cork.

All at onee we heard the most awinl
noise in the front yard. Evey few
seconds somebody would shriek like s
¢ rl that sees a rat, and then men would
tse swear-words, and everybody would
talk all at onee. Tom and I rushed up-
sta rs, where it was dark, and looked
out through the window. A big sur-
prise party was falling all over one
another on our front walk. Most of
them were lying on the ice and moan-
ing, but every minute or two a4 man or
u woman would get up and try to walk,
and then slip and come down on some-
body else. It was a most dreadful
sight, and Tom and I could hardly keep
from rolling on the floor and laughing
loud enougn for the surprise party to
hegr.  After a while some of them man-
aged to get off the walk on tothe grass,
and then they pulled the rest off the ice
and helped ove another over the fence,
and went home, that s all except
three or four who were helped into s
wagon because they couldn’t walk
The next morning wa put ashes on the
walk, and when father came ho ne and
we told him about it, he said we had
done very wrong, and thea gave us
ench ten cents, and went into the house
laughing. I never knew him to act that
way before. —**fimmy Lirown,” i Har-
per's Young People.
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ANSON STAGER.

A Story of Ante=Pellum Times Concern-
ing the Late General Stager.

It was way back in the fifties, when
telegraphing was in its infancy and
roading by sonnd an accomplishment in
which few excolled. General Stager
was never a good sound operator, and
read from the instrument with consid-
erable difficulty.

One day he was told that the assistant
st Tolelo was absent from the office

without leave. On the day following
the missing operator reported for duty.
Geversl Stager, then at  Cleveland,
asked him to come to the key. *“*You
were absent yesterday without permis-
sion. This is the second time this has
oceurred.  1f yoo ean not give a belter
excuse than you did before 1 shall have
to dismiss you,” he telezraphed the
young man. The operator knew that
the General was not clever at reading
the sound, and so for a couple of min-
utes he rattled the key as hard as he
could, without saying anything that
was at all intelligible, Thea saddenly
slowing up he added, so plainly that
any noviee could read it “and that is
the way it all happened.”

General Siager was too proud to ask
the operator to send slower, notwith-
standing everything that came over the
wire was unintelligible to him excent
the concludi words. *Oh, ,well"
said be, unwilling to confess his igno
rancs, *If that’s the case you are per-
fectly excnsable, and we'll sgy no more
about it'"~ Washinglon Leticr.

BEEF FOR FOOD.

The Feeding Thut Is Necessary in Order
To Make the HBest Beel.

It 1s not the heaviest nor the fattest
animal that should bring the highest
price for the butcher’s block, but that an-

imal giving the largest per cent. of lean
meat to live weight.  Such sa saimal
will always coutain fat enough with the
ment fiber to make it palatable, juicy
and nourishing. The fat parts of beef
¢attle or mutton sheep are little used
a¢ human food.  Hence the crueial test
must ever be the Frealut proportion
of lean meat (muscle) to the carcass,
It is well known that steers quickly
fed to fainess on sweet, flnsh pasturage
ive the most suceulent and finelv-1'av-
ored food. Why? The relative rropnr-
tion of fut and lean is normal. Fat
cows sell for less money 1per ponmd
than steers. Why again? The propor-
tion of fat to lean is greater, ns the
principal cause, and, as a seconlary
reason, althongh better flavored than
that of the bull, the meat of the cow is
not so delicate as that of the steer
Fashion. however, years ago decided
that 4 carcass must be considered in-
ferior if it did not show immesas devel-
opment of fat, even to great patchy
masses on the outside. It was estab-
lished in the *'good old days" of tullow
candles, when fat was cne of the most
important parts of the animal. So long
as fashion demands this feeders must
cater to it Indinn corn will easily
make fat. Some food, richer in phos.
phate and nitrogen, however, is re-
quired with corn, to kﬁ!]) the proportion
of fat and lean equal. If the true rela-
tion as beiween fat and lean were un-
derstood by the buyer this could be pro-
duced probably cheaper to the cousumer
thun the monsters of fat so much ad-
mired at our fat-stock shows. Yer so
long as the feeder and buyer alike take
pride fn these fat-overloaded animals
there will be no change. The fact,
however, remnins constant: the lasi
two hundred pounds of fat added to a
steer, rife in tesh, add only to the cost
of the succulent lean meat prodaced.
One of the results of this fashion has
been the forcing of breeling cattle until
they now, through beredity, early de-
velop fat abnormally. The vearling a
mountain of biubbery fat is gnzed on
with wonder. Grade Devons nnd well-
bred native steers, however, cont'nue
to fill the eye of the butcher and the
true gastromonist. It is 8o in Enyland,
The black osttle, the Devon, and the
graded Hereford bring the best prices
ut Smithfield market. The reaction has
alrendy set inin the United States to
the effect that a yearling or a two-year-
old, however fat, does not constitute a
beef animal, and in the case of that
wonderful apimal of bovine develop-
ment, the Short-Horn, servieeablp ani-
mals, even what wounld be called by
some breaders “*plainly bred" —what the
seller hoping to get somethinz over a
hundred dollars for would eall “useful’
—thes: are coming to have more and
more advoeates year by year. They are
not wonders of precocious fatness, but
they are pevertheless just the animals,
whatever the breed, that, bought at one
hundred to one hundred and lifty dol-
lars for a bull, will pay one hundred
per cent. on the investment 1o breed
des on the common stock of the
reeding farmer. I they lack some-
what of early maturity they give stout
hearty feeding calves that wi'l make
thick-fleshed steers and cows of more
than average goodness ut the pall
There would seem to be no better time
for the intending purchaser than now
to enable the bull to become fully
sswonted' to the herd before the bre d-
ing season commences. —Chiragy Trib-
tine.

—— -

“ Embossed Leather,"”

Hundreds of men, women, and even
boys, in New York are enguged in the
“business’ of collecting old boots and
shoes, which they take to the wall-
paper factories, where they receive
from tive to fifteen cents per pair. Calf-
gkin boots bring the best price. while
cowhide ones are not taken at any fig-
ure. These boots nond shoes are first
goaked in several waters to get the dirt
off, and then the uails snd threads are
removed and the leather is ground up
into s fine pulp. Then it is pressed
upon a ground of heavy paper, whch
is to be used in the manufacture of
ssombossed lesther." Fashionable peo-
ple think they are going away baek to
medimval times when they have the
wall of the'r libraries aud dining-raoms
covered with this, and remain in bliss
ful ignoranee that the shoes and boots
which their neighbors threw in the ush-
barrel a month befors now adorn their
walls and hang on the sereens which
protect thelr eyes from the fire. Car
riage-top makers and Look-bYinders also
buay old boots and shoes, the former to
make leather tops for carringes, and the
Intter leather bindings for the cheaper

e of books. The new style. of
eather frames with leather mats in
them are entirely made of the east-oll
covering of our feet—XN, V. Sun.

-—‘.h—-—

—Mr. John Jacob Astor has pre-
sented to the Astor Library, in New
York. thres manuscripts which are
probably the oldest classical works to
te found in any collection in this coun-
try. They include Hesiod's “Works
sod Days,' *“¥sop's Fables" and Lu-
cisn's **Pharsalin,” and were formerls
s part of tl:;}mrinh.- library of Pius V1.,
who occupied the Vatican from 1775 to
1788 —N. Y. Sun.

—Horses will get more rest out of
their Sundays by being allowed the
freedom of a tield, or lot, than by being
kept tled up in the stable. They need
exercise every day. and if they have no
work to do they should be given th«
lerty of a place where they can romp
as they like.—Frairic Farmer,

-

—The fat of chickens is said, by a
cake-maker of great experience, to be the
tinest butter for making the most deli-
cute cake. If the fat of boiled chickens
is to be used, cook them without salt,
and there will not be the slightest flavor
of fowl —PMhiladeiphia Press. ;

-

_PMEI.:: must have something to
worry about, sand s scientis: realizing
this has put forth a declaration that
the earth is linble to explode at any mo-

84th birthday In excellont health, is & native
of Mamachusetta He graduated at Harvarnd
and pursued n course of three years furthor
study in Germany. On his relurn to thiy
country he contemplated entering the min.
istry, but settled down to a literary
His principal work has been his history of
the United States, the first volume sppear.
ing In 153, and the tenth wnd st forty
years later. At times be has taken a lively
intarest in politics; was collector of tha pory
of Boaton in 1888, secretary of the navy ug.
der Polk, minister to England in 1848, 1
Prussia in 1567, to the North German coy.
federation in 1800, and to the Germen en.
pire in 187L Ho s still engaged in literury
labor,

The Terrible Goodwin Sands,
[Manchestor (Eng,) Times |

The “Goodwin” is & quicksand, and it s
this, as well as the tremendous sea that beata
upon it in heavy weather, that maka it =
tarribly fatal to vessels that get stranded on
it. Atlow tide a portion of the sand is dry
and bard and firm, and can bs walked on for
a distance of about four or five miles; butas
the water agaln flaws over any part of it
that part becomes, as the sailors sy, “all
alive,” soft and quick, and ready to suck in
anythiug that lodges upon It Buppmsss
vessel to run on with the falling tide, where
the sand sbelves or is steep, the water leaves
the bow, and the sand there gets hand;
the water still flows under the stern,
and the sand there remains soft a longer
time; down the stern sinks lower and lower;
the wvessel soon breaks ber back or
works hersslf deeper and deeper by
the stern; as the water rises she
fills and works, and still sinks desper
in the sand evary roll she gives, until st high
tide she is perhaps completely buried, or
only ber topmasts are seen nbove watar,
Other vissels, if the sea is heavy, beginto
beat heavily and soon break up  Ldfted up
on the swell of » hoge wave, as it breaks
and flies away insurl and foam, the vessal
thumps down with all its weight upon the
sands, the timbers give and strain, the seams
open; sbe so0n ceases as she fills with water,
to rise upon the wave, greal gaps are torn
from the bulwarks; the dscks burst open with
the air seeking to escape from the boid, and
s the sea rushes over the vessel each roll sbe
gives wrenches her more and more; the masts
fall over the side; her cargo floats and washes
away, and speodily, even in a fow hours, she
is ina torn and ahattered condition, come
pletely wrecked and destroyed. The broksn
bull is full of water and lurches heavily to
and fro with each wave, rolls and slightly
lifts and works, until it has made a deep bed
in the sands in which it is completely burisd
50 that many vessels have run upon the sands
in the early night, and soarcaly a vestige of
them been ssen in the morning

ROBERT BONNER,
The propristor of The New York Ledger.
lias the reputation of paying the best prices
for the contributions he accepts for his
paper, He paid Fanny Fern $1,000 for »
ton-column story. And Longfellow recaival
from him 24 a line for writing *The Hang

ing of the Crane.” He has paid fabulous
prices for horses that he fancied, but then it
bas brought him worla-wide fame and ad-
vertising. Mr. Bonner is ) years of age
and comes frem ths north of Iraland, a ssc-
tion of couniry which has prodncel men
remarkable for their shrewdness anl busi-
ness tactk

roysiology of Faimting.
|Harper's Magacioe. |

A timid person sees, perchance, somd
accident in which homan lif+ is por
sibly sacrificed, or the sensibilities an
otherwise shocked. His feelings over
come him, and he faints. How are W
to explain it! Let us see whit take
place.

The impression upon the brain made
by the organ of sight creates (through
the agency of special centers in the or
Eu: of the mind) an influgnee upon the

eart and the blood-veasels of the brain.
This results in a decreass in the amount
of blood sent to the brain, and causes 8
loss of consciousness.

In the same way persons become
dizzy when looking at a water-fall, of
from a height, through the effscts of
the organs of sight upon the brain.

To the Oyster,
[New York Journal 1
We try him as they fry him, and even &
to him luscious

vinegar-and-oll him, and oh, he fs delicious
stowed with toast. W eat him with toma-
toes and the salad of potatoes, nor look him
o'er with borror when be follows the

slaw: and neither doth bs fret us if b

then, s hoister, with him, In royal rovster.
we shall whoop it through the land of Uncle
Bam, )

The American Society for Psychical
Research, orgavized in Boston, hss
established & in New “ork. The
object is the escellent of appre

wenk

one
hending scientifically the myster
bypootic and elairvoyant sta.es.




