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DOES D:ZATH BTING?

An Anawer From a | ediaal Polat of Yiew

Dr. G. L. Beardsley coneludes that
the droad of dving '« quite as intense
a¢ the instinot of self-preservation, In-
deed, it I8 not mprobable, adds the
dootor, that numboers would care loss
about living wore the modes of leaving
the world & theme for happy contem-
plation, or an innovation to the rontine
of plodding that was ngreeable,  One is
remarkably exempt from the erime of
husty induction if he atlirms that there
is no «ane or healthy mortal who an-
tmpates his extinotion with any degree
of plomaure. The function of dying is
aotuslly vogetative - we fall to pieces
like s flower. Thix very fact, that the
procoss s chemleul, sonfirms us in the
oonolusion that the final throo is as

inless a4 the inconvenience s noth-
ng Lo the fuctal pilgrim when he tonches
on duylight. A moment's exammation
of the wiy we are to die will show
marks of goodness in our taking off.
The degrev of sensibility s propor-
tioned tothe integrity of thet s=ues. An
inflammation helghtens it age depre-

olwte« it Any defect in  nutri-
ton  disturos  the  comfort of
the ind.vidunl wnt] the carbon e
aold nernted in the  devitalisa-

tion of the blood becomes lixed in the
vollc or is no longer dsplaced.  ‘The
songsory ganglin eveeywhere purt with
their iecitabil.ty by virtne of this
polson, und ocews: to conduot our-
rents. The oritera of death are being
antinlied, aod the process i consum-
mited with this estinetion of sensi-
bility prevaling at the ultimate fila-
ments.  During the progress of this
dissolution of the nerve foroe, this
orosping on ol the numbness of
death, the individual is rapidly pass-
ing into & condition of reposs, and in-
stod of torture or pangs. & degroe
of self-gatisfuction oft upproaching to
onthasingm is roplized.  The sensations
peeuliar to the therapentionl operation
of oplum, hasheesh, ether, ete. are
not improbubly akin to the mental ae-
tivitios of tho dying. Uareing the hul
lucinutions experienced in the stupor

o4 it gainod on the subjoct. the mori-
bund & fumiliae  with  naunght
that borders on  sullering.  The

oarbonio nold has poisoned or nar-
coblzod the severnl gunglia, nnd rotles
productions are mterdicted. A con-
summasto snalges's prevails.  In short,
tho not on of pain s forbidden the in-
stant thal any stimulous fuils Lo excite
o rosponse,  The condit on Lo this irri-
tability B that the nerve center and the
truok be sound. If thix vigor vanishes,
rofles phenomoens nre at an ond, and
auffering, physiologically speaking. is
Impossible beeause of the arvest of the
function of the sympathetie.  For-
tunntely, for » wholesomo study of
ono's demise, there are assurances,
abundsnt from viviscetion, the testi-
mony of those who have besn restored
to oonsciomsness and the alirmations
of the dying that there 18 no phya onl
roooil from death.  Burney tried bard
to resint the offorts mude 1o resuseltate
him from drowning, o bow tehed wias
be by his pruloufml alumber,  Dr.
Solander, the travelor, was so delighted
with the sensations of excessive cold
that ho was the first to lie down
in Mo snow to redlize the Inxury
of suoh & death,  Willinm Hunter waa
sarry he was not able o “write how
eany and delightful it to die.”
Infants die naseronely ns "lhi.l‘l'ﬂiht',
and not n fow wmonyg the adwiicnd o
yoars treat doath me as friond to the r
infirmities. Hunging bs natorslly eated,
next to erucilixon, 0 most distressing
prosedure. But iv s reporied of thosw
who have been saved from strangula-
tion thut the agouv promised to be
briel, and was rapidly roplaced by hal-
lueinntions of o fase nating  varisty.
Ope would fw'n beliove that the kind
God who suffered us to foel no sign iy
ocoming would take no delight in turn-
ing our farewoll inte weithing—nay,
He does not quit us at the Inst,  He is
our grontest benofuctor in allowing us
to kloep out of weariness,  Denth is, as-
suredly, no tax oolloctor; Its juws are
not the clutohes of an axsailant; thore
is no “viotory to the grave:" the ghost
apoeds away from us as it entersd with
no ruflle.  The sonse of death, as
Shakspears has it, is most in appre.
hension. It I8 the fear of the lonsly
night, not the throes of nature, that
makes the leaving painful.— Medieal
and Surgival Reporicr,
-

PHANTOM SHIPS,

Sama il Staries Showing the Mold the
Tmagination Hsd on Anelent Muriners
Wio e not surpr sed that the anc'ent

mariners  peopled the sea, in their

qunint my thology, with imaginary erva-
tures, or invested the most eommon
things and ocetrrences with prognostio
influences.  Following them with their
son-faring delusions, enme the monks
of the Middle Ages. pretonding to
ohironfole, with serupulous accuracy,
saintly interpositions at sea, oto., et

The sallors were exousable, on necount

of their ignorance and oredulity, but

the same apology can not be offered in
bohall of the monks. It is not our pur-
pose, in this article, to ennmeraty the

t tious, and still less to speak of

o ourious legends, only in so far as
they may be directly connected with
the title of our art cle.

In a very rare book entitlod “Oitin
Imporialin,' weitten by Gervaso of Til-
bury, In 1211, s o very odd story, re-
Inted with all the soberness of fuct. In
subsbance it Is us follows:

As the ple were coming out of &
church in England, on a dark, clondy
day, thoy saw aoable dangling from
the clowds, and, upon exumination,
found it attached to a ship's anchor
which had csught in a heap of stones.
Suddenly the cable beeame taut, as i
An Unssen orew were trying to haul it
up, whilo elamorous orders iasned from
the olouds overhead. Totholr surprise
a snllor came sliding down the eable,
and was suflooated by the thick atmos-
phere in the presence of ths gaping
orowd. His shipmates out tho oabl
and salledd away. The anchor which
they loft beh nd them was made into
fastenings snd ornaments for the doo
of the nearest churoh.  Whethor the
siill exist, i sommoemoration of the
wondegful ovent, we iro not proparsd

10 way,
Tho phantom l!llrr was an object of
firm beliof to the Norman fishormon,

and wonld be driven Into port shen.
over the prayers for the souls of ther
lost kinsmen had fa'lod to ba elllon-
vous. In *Crodul tex Past and Pre--
ent,”" Is an acconnt of whetfollow such
s mysterions vigitation, . The widows
and children and friends of the seamen
who wers supposed to have been
drowned, wuu{ rush to the quay.
Cries of recognitlon would arise, but
no returning ory would be heard from
the erew. The bells would sound the
hour of midnight, and a fog would
steal over the sea, um d which the ves-
ol would disappear.  Amidst the sobs
and or es of the specta ors of the phan-
tom ship the warnng soce of the
priest would be lesrd: “Pay your
debts! Pray for the lost souls in Purgs-
tory!"

There Is & legend of a Herr Von
Falkenbeg who was compelied to beat
sbout the ocean 1l the Day of Judg-
ment. on board a ship without a helm
or stesrsman, playving at dice for his
soul with the dovil. It was common
for seamen who traversed the German
Doean to declare that they had maet the
Ehnnmm ship, Some legend of the

ind mfgn-led ta Coleridge his “*Rime
of the Ano'ent Mariner.”'  There ia a
spreotre ghip in it, and dice are thrown
for the souls of the erew.

“ller lips were red, hor looks wors freas,
Her locks wers yollow as goid ;

Her akin was white us loprosy,

The night-mure Lite 1o doath was shs,
Who thicks man’s blood with eold."

The Flying Dutchman was a name

ven to one of these phantom ships.
t scudded before the wind under a
heavy press of sull when other ships
ware afrald to show an inch of canvas.
She was generally doclnred to have
been seen in the vicinity of the Cape of
Good Hope, and was ulways regarded
ns the worst of all possible omens. Her
erew committed some atrocious orime;
the plagus broke out among thum; oo
harbor wonld consent to shelter them;
the apparition ot the ship still haunts
the soas in which the crimes were per-
wirated, ete,  The superatition orig-
nated with the Duteli, thongh the En-
glish sailoes put the most faith In the
legend. Sir \l'nllnr Scott atluded to the
ship us a hacbinger of wo:

“0r, of that phantom ship whose lorm
Hlm.nlu like n meteor through the storm.
- L - L] L]

Full spread and erowded avery sall
The demon - Irigate hraves the gale
Anil well the doomed speoiators know
The harbinger of wrock and wo!"

It was probably no uncommon ocour-
rencs in early times for =eafarers to
fall in with ships abandoned to the
winde and waves, with corpses  on
board. Suoch instances mav have sug-
gosted  the legends.  On the other
hand thoy may have had their origin
n the looming up, or apparent suspen-
slon in theair, of some ship ont of
sight—a phenomenon somotimes wit-
nossed at sea, and caused by unequal
refraotion in the lower strata of the at-
mosphore.

We close onr article with & Cornlsh
tradition of a phantom ship aa related
by Mr. Hunt:

One night a gig's erew was called to
go to the westward of St. Ive's Head.
No sooner waus one boat lnunched, than
swvornl othors put off from tha shore,
and a stiff chase was maintained, each
one being eager to get to the ship, as
she had the appearance of n foreign
trader.  The hu“ was olearly visibleg
she was o Khoover-r gged vissel with
a l'ght over her bows  Away they
pulled, and the bonl which had been
tirst lnunched still kept ahead by dint
of mechanical power and skill, Al the
men had thrown oll their jackels to row
with more freadom. At length the
helmsman ored out. **Stand  ready
to board her!” The sailor rowng
thy bow-oar, slipped & out of the row-
lock and stood on the forethwart. tak-
ing his jackot on his arm, ready to
spring aboard.  The vessel camo se
tloso to the boat that they conld see
the men, and the how-oar man made a
ur:ur at the bulwark« His hand found
nothing solid, und he foll, be ng eaught
by one of his mates, back into the boal,
instomd of Into the witer, Then ship
and lights disappeared.  The next
morning the Nu!mmn. of London, Cap-
tain Richard Grant, was wrooked at
Gw thian, and all on board perished.
Frank H. Staufler, in Current,
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HANDEL.

The Clrcumstanes . Whiech Led Him 6o Be-
vome w Muanlelnm,

Handel was bora at Halle, in Sax.
ony, February 200, 1685, Unlike most
of the great musivians, he does not
soem o have inherited his talent; his
futher was a barber and surgeon, nor
ean wo discover in the family any
spocinl love for mus.o,

Haundel, howover, seems tohave beon
v born wusiclan;' he turnwd every-
thing he touched into sound. For
some bme he astonished and amused
his parents and all who heard him;
but as his love for music sevmed over
to grow within him, his father, who
had destined him for the law, ban-
Ished every musical instrument Hrom
the house, and declared that the boy
ghould hear no more of them.

The boy, however, managed to
smuggle & claver, or key-board
of n clavichord, organ, or

ianoforte, into the house, and hid it
n the attie; and n'ght after night,
when all in the house were asleep, he

ractioed on the mutlled keys, toach ng

mself until he could play upon
with much skill,

About this t me his father decided 1o
visit o rolative attached to the house-
hold of the Duk of Saxony at  Wessen-
fols, The Duke was very devoted 1o
mus'o, and Handel, who had probably
learned this fact, fmplored his father
to tako him, too; but in vain. Noth-
ing daunted by the denial, the persist-
ent little fellow ran after the earringe
until his father discovered him .and
took him in. He bocame & great favor-
ite ot Weasonfely, and one Sunday af-
noon, after the chor had finished
sing ng, the organist lifted tho child to
the stool and told him to play: and
play he did, with so much opression
and delicacy, that the Doke domanded
his name, and sent for his futher.  He
bogged the latter to g ve up the projoct
of making a liwyer of his son, pre-
d ated s brilliant (ulare for him i his
musical gonins were onitivated, and
sent the ch ld away with his pockets
fillol with coin, and the father con-
vortad to the idea of & musical eduen-
tion for his son. — Agatha Tunin, i 8i

Niclolas.

FOREIGN GOSSIP,

—France Is the grealast eagg-pro-
duecing country in the world i

—Berlin has 410 newapapers and
magnzines.  Forty-lve are oleial, 77
politioal, 145 art stic and scientifie, 60
commeorcial, 20 religious, and 60 liter-
ary. .

~Every day the London postmen
walk a distance equal to twice the or-
eumference of the earth,  ‘Lhore are
4,080 ot them, and they average twelve
miles a day each.

~(ierman colonists in West Afriea
have m nutely exam'ned the distriot of
Angra Pequena for minerals, and find
that the ground is rich in copper and
lead, while traces are also visible
of allver and gold.

—When you dine with the Viceroy of
India you present yourself in the re-
ception room in your rogulation swal-
low-tall, but before yom go to dinner
you ehange it for a nice, oool, white
linen jacket.

—The King of Saxony is badly off for
money and offers to sell the *Madonna
San Sisto” ol Raphacl for s750,000,
When the people of Dresden objeeted
to the sale, he explained that he shared
with them their reluctance o have the
pietire luave the eity, but was obliged
to have money to live on.

—The latest claimant to the French
throne, Antoine Dujal, is a timekeej or
ina Murseillos factory at asalary of

25 per month.  He suye he is the last
of the Valois line, a descendant from
Francis, Duke d'Alenvon--fourth son
of Henry L. —who ‘s popularly suppesed
to have died without legitimate off-
spring. |

—In Paris & telephonic ticket at half
a franc is jssued at any of Post-oflices,
which ent tles the holder to a five min-
utes' eonversation with persond at any
other of the eity Post-oilices, or
of the Telephionie Compuny's stut ons,
The Telephonic Company offers, at the
anme rate conversations at any of its
eloven stat ons w th persons at any
other station, or al the residences ol
any of its members. ‘

—~No English peer or pecross can be
arrested for debl, need serve on jur es,
or be ealled out in the militia, and they
do not swear on oath, bubon honor,

* |oxcopt when witnesses in any court.

They can sit in any court in England
with their hats on, ean wear a xort of
uniform ns peers, ean carry Arms, but
not in their pockets, and, if they com-
mit treason or felony, they must be
tried by their peers.

~—The ecost of the Inst Lord Mayor's
pagent weas $19,200; #5,570 on dinners,
5,125 on the procession, £2,150 on de-
corations, £300 on mus'e, #1,325 on
printing, and ®1,075 on general ex-
penses. Of this sum the new Lord
Mayor contributed #10,000 and each of
the Sheriffs #5000, The figures lead
London 7ruth to remark that there
may possibly come a time when Lord
Mayors and Sheriffs w1l be elected for
some other reason than that they are

rapured to spend monev on such tom-
ooleries,

-~The fate of the crowned hands has
been minutely studied by n French
stutisticlan, who gives a list of the un-
fortunate rulers of the world. He
reckons that up to the presmt tme
2,040 Emperors and K ngs-have gov-
ermail 64 mationse  Of these sdporigns
400 wore driven from thelr thrones. 64
abdieated, 24 committed suicide, 12
beenme insane, 100 fell dewd in battle,
124 were made prisoners, 2 died mur-
tyrs, 151 wore assassinuted. and 108
leanlly condemnod to death and exe-
ented
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THE UPPER ENGADINE.

A Notad Health KResort In One of the
mwine Yulleys

In the east of Switzerland, among
the highlands of the Grisons, lies »
long, hroud valley, which althongh out
of the track of the majority of tourists,
is visited in summer by some thousands
of English people in search of healtn
or pleasure.  This upper Valley of the
Inn, or Engadine, can also bonst of a
winter season during which St. Morits
is the home alike of persons suffering
from pulmonary complaints, nervous
disea<es, and other ditorders, and of
those who ecme for the skating and
lobogganning.  So long wgo as the
winter of 1867-68 an entry oceurd in the
visitors' book at the Kulm Hotel, re-
cording the advantages which the
writer, sulfering from disease of the
lung=, had oxporioncad from a five
months' sojourn there.  Similar testi-
mony was [urnishel by persous etaying
it St Moritz during the pest two sen-
sons,  After this, notwithsanding such
favorable witness to its enralive capa-
bilities, and the inoreasing reputation
of Davos na a resort for consumptive
patients, no one remained at St. Moritz
during the wintermonthsunt 1 1876, This
wis owing partly to the want of local
enterpr so in adve t sing it? as & health
reso! L, partly to want of preparation in
the shapoof stoves and double windows,
to vnable individuals to continue there
during the cold season, Sinee 1876,
however, the number of winter gnests
has incroased. This winter npward of
140 poople arespending soveral months
there, and Davos, whose climate s
similar to that of Engadine, bids fair
in & few years to be over-rowded.
The e s no nead to wa t till the passes
are covered with snow before making
the journey to this upland valley.
There are many reasons why travelors
should areive inantumn.  The weather
is then not so cold, and neweom - 8
ean got acoustomed to the aic of the
Engadine before the severe weather
sots in. The antomp, too, possesses
recommendations of 1t own,  Spptem-
bas s usualy s glorons month, and
Loasts o lnoger proportion of cloudless
or only pu tislly clouded days than
any other month m the yeas The
woods, wheh in  summer ane
musses of sombre green, lecome re-
gplendont w th gorgeons tints of erm-
son and gold, remind ng one in mwany
wars of the beantes ol the Amer.on
“Indinn Summer.”  The mountains
are allaze with color and the ¢ve wan
ders up ther sides to vest on then
snow-clnd simm s which <tand o0t o
clear-cut relol agalnst the des e b
sky. Al these mandold buaupes mo
rored in the wuralled surfae of 1l
mountain Iakes, torm o rary conibn
tion of vich and lLiarmon ovs ¢olor + i
I'ie snow which fills ut this seasoa o
stedd of ran wally remans on 1L

bighest parts of the mountains, but
does not long continwe in the valley,
and the snblimity of the view is this
smproved by tho dignity which the
white mantle lends to the surrounding
hills, 'Il':? luhmn;cr. however, 1.ke the
spring, Ia in the Engadine, s transit.on
period of very br g(ul duration. Soon
the snowlall becomes more heavy, und
the “snowing-in" begins. In two or
three days several feet may fall, and
one moraing finds the und thiekly
covered with & garment which will re-
main for sbout live months. L'he time
at which this, which marks the begin-
ning of winter, takes place. varies con-
siderably in different years, but it is
R_mnyufn to average its duration from
ovember 14th to May 1st,

The “snowing-in'" period Is often
supposad Lo be an extremely objection-
able and almost intolerable time. Like
w0 many other things, it s not so bad
a8 it is painted. No doubt the thaw-
ing of fresh-fallen snow s not pleasant,
and the large quantity which often falls
tends to make it still more disagree-
able; hu{in a high-lying place, like St
Mortz, Tor instance, the water qu ckly
runs off, aud owing to t'w extreme dry-
ness of the air largequ . ' s of mois-
ture speedily wvaporate. This transi-
tion period dows not last long. A few
dnvs of unsettled wesather lead, as n
rule, to she heavy downfull, and then
a spell of calm, cloudliss days will
usually follow. Wheel veh'cles are 1e-
placed by sledges. suow galters are put
on, apd visitors, as well as natives,
give themselves up to the pleasures of
tobogranning. The tobaggan is a
small sledge, about forty-two inches
long, by fourtern inches wide, on
iron runners.  The rider dengs it to
the top of & steep snow slope, on
which the snow has been beaten down
s0 88 to beeome hard, sits astride it
with feet slightly projecting in front,
and allows himsell to slide. Soon he
18 rushing through the air at a tre-
mendous pace; all his attention is
bent on turning the corners neatly

and with the least possible inter-
ference  with the motion of the
machine. Faster and faster he goos

down the steap incline, with a cry of
“Achtung I" to warn any one off the
course: sl the same time he keeps a
sharp lookout for dungers ahead, until
he reaches the long piece on the level
which ends his journey. Strange to
say, there are very few aoc dents, al-
though the speed is cons derable, often
amounting to more than twenty-live
miles an hour. The mode of gulding a
lnbngﬁan is either by pressing lightly
w.th the heels on the side toward which
ono wishes to go, or by using one of
two sticks held in the hands, By press-
ing both feet the brake is appl ed and
the machine read ly stopped, escept
when the upper surface O'PIIItP traok is
glazed with loe: in this cnse s hait ix
mude by running off the course into
the soft snow on either hand.

As n winter amusement skating, of
course, holds a high place. At the be-
ginning of winter the rinks. of which

at St Moritz there are three and
one ench at Samaden, Pontre-
sino and Malojn, are covered

with people, old and young. men,
women, and children, the majority of
whom uprear never to have been on
skates hefore.  The difficultios of bul-
ancng on two prons, which long ex-
perience  has enablod s to manage
without even conscious effort on ord -
nary ground, are very much ‘moerease |
when the surfaces in contact are re-
duced to two narrow edges of stacl;
and the beginner on tiese rinks has the
migfortune of havng all his tumbles on
the hard, unyield ng surfare of n sol d
mass of lee.  But these diffierlties nre
speadily overcome, and much good skat-
ing can ba seen on the rinks. So highly
s the amusement appreciated that
muny persons oome from England for
a short hol dav of a month or six weeks
about Christmas in order to enjoy it
It sometimes happend that no suow
falls while the five lakes in the Enga-
dine are freezing over, and, in conse-
quence, skating on  themn is possible.
Such has been the case for several
weeks this yoar. Many of the winter
visitors, hule and invalid alike, spend
the whole day, from sunrise to sunset,
on the r nks. and this for the greater
part of the four mouths during which
the water continues frozen. Lunch is
partuken of on benches on the lee. and
although surrounded by snow, people
are warmed. and even scorched, by the
fierce heat of the sun. which is not only
poured down d reotly on them, but also
reflected from the surface of the snow
and ice around, It is thus that so manv
invalids are hore epabled to regun
the'r strongth. The power of the sun's
aotion is shown by the bronzed appear-
anee of those who leave the Engadine
in the spring. whose countenances ex-
cite much attention and surprise from
the pale-faced inhub tants of the plains.
Very often persons skating find it nec-
ossary to hold up umbrellas and para-
sols to shelter them from the heat of
the sun-— a ourious and unwonted sight.
— Fortnightly Rericw
- - .

—AlL a recent meeting of the Boston
Society for Med cal Observation, Dr.
Folsom oted the vital statistics of
Muassachusetts for forty vears, asshow-
ing a decrease In number of deaths
from consumption in that State. Only
about one-sixth of the total death rate
is now caused by the disease. The doe-
tor thought phys ¢ ans were tco much
inclined to give unfuvorable prog-
nosties in such eases, and he ady sed
keeping patients quietly in one place,
rather than shfting them about in
search of a more favorable climate, —
Fostom Journal.

d

The Baroness de Struve. wife of
the Rossinn Minister, was nddressed in
French at a recvnt White House recep-
tion. As sho replied in English, the
sooiety belle with whom she hud been
conversing asked:  ~*Why do you not
speak French, Madam? 1 am sure you
can."  The reply of the Baroness was
a courteous rebuke to the reflection on
her English: **Yes, I speak French,
but not in the house of the Ameriean
I'ves'dent.  Thongh I speak English
poorly, | speak it here, of course, as
well #s 1 oan."" - Waskinglen Post.

- . -

A chomplon eater signallzed his
arsival at Noll ster, Cal, by eating
twentyv-seven raw egos at ons sitting,
Afior his repast ho olored to wager
that he could eat three of the largest
euns of oysters in town and seven dozen
eggs. Those who were present thought
he could, nnd his offer was refused —
San Francisco Chranicle,

RUSSIAN PRISONS,

The Morrors of The Fate Reserved
' Polltioal Prisoners.

When an accused Nibilist is sentenoed
to Siberia, his friends ‘*ocongratulate
ench other and say that their bdloved
prisoner was born under a lucky star."
And well they may, hard s is the fate
of exiles to “the land of cold snd mis-
ery, of brutal task-masters, and cruel
punishments,' when they think of the
Central Prison—where in 1878 the po-
litieal prisoners enforced a demand to
be treated as well as murderers by re-
fusing to eat anything whatever until
their claim was given attention, a reso-
lution they maintained for eight days
and nights—or, worse still, of the
famous fortress of Peter and Paul
From “Peter and Panl" three letters
written in the prisoners’ blood have
reached the outside world, and Stepniak
has held them in his hand. After read-
ing, one does not wonder that exile and
death are esgerly sought in preference
to this imprisonment. The extracls we
mike tell but little of the story. There
are details of outrage, and of enforced
life in cells reeking with corrupition, al-
most too horrible to repeat.  Here is a
pieture of the condemned cells, “‘real
underground vaults, dark at noonday,
and infested with loathsome vermin.™
*“The small windows are on a level
with the river, which overflows them
when the Neva rises.  The thick irp
bars of the grating, coversd with dir
shut out most of tha little light that else
might filter through these holes. 1f the
rays of the sun pever enter the cells of
the upper floor, it may easily be imu’;-
ined what darkness reigns below. ~ The
walls are moldering, and dirty water
continually drops m them: But
most terrible are the rats. In the brick
floors large holes have been left open
for the rats to pass through. 1 express
myself thus intentionally. Nothing
would be easier than to block up these
holes, and vet the reiterated demands
of the prisoners have always been
passed by urnoticed, so that the rats
enter by scores, try to elimb upon the
beds and to bite the prisoners, Itlsin
these hideous dungeons that the con-
demned to death spend their last hours.
Kv.atkovsky, Presniakoff and Soukanoft
possod their last nights here. At the
present moment, among others, there is
a woman with a little child at her
breast. This is Jakimova. Night and
day she watohes over her babe lest he
should be devoured by the rats."

And here, finally, is a glimpse of the
trestment of the sick, among whom
*‘are horrors that defy description, that
only the pen of a Dante could adequate-
ly portray. ‘Oh, if you could see our
nieE!' exclaims the writer of the blood-
written letter. ‘A yesar ago they were
young, healthy and robust. Now thev
are bowed and decrepit old men, hard-
ly able to walk. Several of them can
not rise from their beds. Covered with
vermin and eaten up with scurvy, they
emit an odor lke that of a corpse.’
‘But is there no doctor? it may be
asked; and ‘What is he doing all this
time? Yes, there is a doctor; there
are even two doctors. One, however,
is past fourscore, and past work. He
comes to the fortress onlpecoasionally.
The other is young, and probably Kind
enough in intention, 'but not very reso-
luts In chigracter, and standing in great
nwe of the officers of the jail  When
he visits h's patients he is invariably ae-
companied by a braoe of gensdarmes,
lest he should swrreptitiously convey
lotters to prisoners. He enters a cull
with a troubled countenance, as if he
were afraid of something: never goes
further than the threshold, much less
appronches the sick man's bed, or
mukes any examination of him, feels his
pulse, or looks at his tongune. After
asking o few questions he delivers his
verdict, which is almost slways couched
in the same words: ‘For your illncas
thers is no cure.’ *No mercy is shown
even to the mad,’ says snother of the
letters, and you mav imagine how
many such there are in our Golgotha.
They are not sent to any ssylum, but
shut up in their cells and kept in order
with whip and scourge. Often you
hear down below you or at some little
distance the sound of heartrending
shricks, cries and groans. It is some
wretehed lunatic who is being flogged
into obedienoce.' "' —Stepniak.
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THE WORM WILL TURN.

A Granger Whe Didno't Care to Aot As If
He Owned the Earth.

The other day five or six young men,
who couldn’t be hired for money to saw
# stick of wood in two, were pulting in
the hardest kind of work on Washing-
ton avenue with a bat and bull.  While
they were at il a farmer drove up with
his wife and looked for a safe place to
hitch while doing some trading. The
wagon had scarcely come to a stand-
still when the t!yin;i ball hit one of the
horses, and something very near a run-
away was the result.  As the animals
were being cnlmed down the ball came
again and hit the wife on the head,
knocking her backwards on the straw
and renewing the excitement. A pe-
destrian held the horses while the farm-
er tried to soothe his wife, but before
she could he helped out the whole gang
of boys came rushing after the flying
ball, and the team ran into n stable
and wrecked the wagon twenty dollars
worth.

“I'll tell you what, old man!" ex-
claimed one of the crowd which quickly
assembled, “I'd make somebody pay
for this!"

“Shoo! now, but would you?"'

“And I'd lick those boys if it cost me
my farm!" put in a second.

“What! Thres thousand dollars’
wuth o' farm fur licking four or five
boys!"" said the old man in astonish-
ment.

“But aren't you going to do anjy-
thing?"

“Why, yes. T'll take Sally over to
the drug store and rub some speerits o’
camphor on her head, and then I'll
com@ back and tell those boys that if
they don't be more keerful they'll git
themselves into trouble. Idon't want
to be puttin’ on wirs and bossin' folks
around as if I owned the bull earth, but
they must be more keerful —really they
must.''—Delroit Free Fress.

—A town in Buffalo County, D. T.,
has been named in honor of the first
lady resident, Slade. Mra Slade was
pearlv killed in » aveloge there o 1835

GEN. A M. WEST.

Gen, West bas long been s prominent cigg.
zen of Misslssippl. He was a Urigadier pem.
eralin the Coufodorate army ; s Wt proseny
planter at Holly Springs, Mise, and flnas.

cially interested in some
that state,
The Political Writor,
(Bosten Transcript)

"Yen,” said the editor to the new politiost
writer, *'your article in some regards s very
well written, but there are fatal objsctisny
to printing it as it stands.  Unless you cas
fix it over a littlo we shall be obliged ts ry.
.j::dbit. Yea, the mmh-h mu.u

your argument tthen
have neglected to -ym ,:
political cauldron beginning to boll, or the
marshalling of the clans, or the tramp of
the cohorts, or the grand uprlsing of
people in support of our man, or the rdz
cal death of the other fellow,

matters soem to you, perhaps, of no conse-
quence, bus they are essntial, sir,
sibly essentinl to a political articls, sir, and
without them a political article iso’s
the paper it is written upon.”

From One Polint of View,
[New London Telegramn. ]
On the train the other day was a nagro
singing troupe, and the prominent

smoking car. When the
along he handed him some
“Dese tickots are for the three de
odder car—two colored ladios and one un-
colored. ™

enterprises of

Hens that are Getting too High.
Toned,

(Borlington Hawkeya]

An exchange says that a Colorado hen re-
contly laid an egg surrounded by a band,
Things have come to a pretty pas if the
hens aren't going to lay any more eggs ua-
less music i furnished for the oceasien,

| kN RUSSELL A. ALORA

y Alger's rocord is that of n successful
self-made man left an orphan at the age of
eleven, Ho worked and studi 4 until he wea
admitted to the bar at tho age of 28 His
health gave way from excessive work and
study so that he was compelled to sbandon
luw uod engago in tha Jumber business,
entered the army and ross to the rank
major-general. Bince 1805 he has becoms
plant among the lumber dealors of this
country. _

How the Fire was Preventeds
[Texas Siftings.)

Little Tke Bchaumburg pravented his
father's store from being burped down the
other day. He said to the school tanchor:

“] am not coming to school to-morrow.™

“Why not, Isaacl™

“Becnuse wo are going to have afire in
our house to-morrow, I heard pa toll ma se
last night™

When Ike went home he told his father
about the conversation with the teachsr, and
although most of the goods had been moved
out of the stors and the stock was insured
for twice its value, the conflagration has
not yot taken place. Litlls Ike, however,
has not found it any tou cold

s & F

Taking Care of the Slek,
[New York Sun]

“'Oh, dear," sighed a farmer's wife, woar-
fly, asshe droppod into a chair after s hard
day's work, I feal just as if I wore going
to be sick. My head throts, my back achas
dreadfully, and—"

“By gosh," interrupted the farmer, starh
Ing up and seizing bis hat, “that reminds
ma, F forgoi to give the two-year-old cold
his condition powders to-night, an' he's
besn a wheezin' all day," and he burrled
his barn,

BEX). . BREWSTER

Ths father of Mr, Erewster ranked high
at the Philadelphin bar. Young Breowster
graduated at Princeton when 18, was ad-
mitted to the bar when 29, and hns won for
himsal! envinlle distinetion st the head of
the legal profession. A sad mocidont hes
marred his personal appearance, but at the
age of (8 vears be still retains the gallantry
and preciseness of dresd which has leen 8
murked characteristio of him  His wife is &
beautiful and high'y & comp is'iel lady.




