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CRACKING ON SAIL.
« A large porcentage of disssters at sen
aro dimetly dno to the passion of driving
or oracking on, American shi 8 0x-
col in thin cular—no other ships are
#0 reck) managed, sud no ships i
the world are so poorly maoned. on,
too, if o man has o goneral idea of sea-
manship, snd wealth, or wealthy friends
ha is at onee put in command, Fertility
in resources, energetic and prompt to
execute, and other namoless qualifion-
tions ought to be assential slements in
the man who assumes the discharge of o
ship-oficer’s duties, and yot ship owners
soem fo ignore all that, secking to find
the half, the third, or even the guarter,
intercst, as of a desl more importance.
It iu:z.lnw that a good mnnyh gooil
seamen bave command of ships who are
indebted to wealth or influence for the
distinetion. But the rale is to give the
vossel to tbe man who putsthe most
money in the venture, without regard to
necessary ability to handle the ship.
The Messrs, Blunt, Fiteh & Wadleigh
wore ship-owners, and their office in
Sonth streot did a Sonth Amerioan
business, They had soveral ships in the
l.i\-::lpool trade, not speaking of tho
round dozen of coasters owned by this
firm. The firm always insisted on
money uraliﬁudnm in a oaplain, and
the rosnit was that theirships wore driven
nptil they were almost worthless, Then
they wero loaded up with odds and ends,
heavily instired und sent to soa.  The,
rrely oame back. If they came bac
they were suro to disappear the next
trip, and the captain was bound to find
o now ship waiting for him, Occasion-
plly the Messrs, Blunt, Fiteh & Wad-
loigh would lose a ship unexpectedly,
but as long us l.lwl{, wera anfo on the Un-
derwriters’ book they did not much ecare
about the ship's company, or ingquive if
anybody was savod.
ip Planet belonged to the above
firm, and when my story commences she
wis 10 the Waterloo dook taking in emi-
grants and their storex,  Hes destina-
tion was New York, and she advertised
o sail in a day or two, She was a hall-
¢ h hnvilr sparred, and bearing the
evidonco about her that she was not al-
lowed to loiter by the way,  She had all
fentures of a safo and trustworthy
ship, sud so there was no difioulty found
in securing the four hundred and odd
passengors that were about to trnst them-
selves to the tender meroy of the Atlan-
tie. captain was a slovehy individual,
with bloasted featuros and a vonspicuons
rodness in his face, but ho rarely came
on deck or interfered with the first officor
who ormed his duty with a great
flonrish, evidently ecalenlated to impress
the passengors with a due senso of his

dny. before the ship haulod out
into Ahe stream & quiot, ﬁnutlomnnly
man oams on board, and, after

g

| sails, and when

eabin the ship hal cleurnd the channel
st was rupning to the westwand with a
light broeze under s perfeet eloud of
canvas—studding sils o8 both sides up
to the maln to'-gallant sail, and the crew
s hard-looking, vicions gang of Liver-
pool men—the hardest characters in the
worll—were being driven sbout from
sheet to braces. The esptain was en-
paged in his favorite smusement of
voursing and blasting the ayes” of the
man at 1he srhoel, and it was evident st s
glance that the rad faco and those blear
e wege the rosult of a long debauch.
tach lurch of the ship cansed him to
sway to and fro by the backstay, which
was his nsusl hanging-om place whea
“slightly sprang.” The mate was a fair
seaman, hut standing in mortal fear of
the captain —and the same might be said
of the other officers. whu in mortal
fear of the mate, It was the mate’s
watol, and he was busily engaged in se-
curing things for the long trp across the
Western oeean. The passengers, in
open eyed wonder, looked at the crew as
y scucried about the decks, surprised
that & man could ealmly take such hearty
sbuse without st least resenting it by
word or look.
After a day or two out, things became

port and the same man st sea were alto-
gether different individoals. Now he
WA A CTOSS, anll{ man, with s villasinous
odor of whisky clinging to him. There
were about o dozen eabin passengers,
and sfter each of them had ived a
snubor two, they preferred to let the
captain alone. The quiet man Jdidin't
seom 1o have oyes for anything but a
book,whivh was {in constant companion.
Ocoanionally a gume of chess, checkers
or Spamish poles enlivened the eabin

ple, and when these things failed to
interest, they wonld sasunter about the
deck until it was time to retire, The
other ngers, mostly Irish  and
Dutel, bad & hard time of it, and bit-
terly complained of the trashy stuff
served out to them, as if they were dogs.

For the first ten days baflling winds
and a nasty hand sea did not tend to
make the captain s very amiable man,
but on the morning of the eleventl day
out a fresh breeze from the northeast
overtook her, und all the morning the
hasty tramping of the sailors intimated
to those below that there were lively
times on deck. The hoarse orders of the
mate were suceseded by the still hoarser
roars of the captain, setting stndding-
o cabin passengers be-
gun to crawl on deck the ship was cov-
ared with canvas from the lower sails to
hor royals.

All that day the wind increased in vio-
lence, and, in the dog-watelhes, was in-
creased to a gale, Still those in the ship
did not notice that so much on acconnt
of the fact that she was running from it,
The sea, too, came in regulur ridges, and
the hoavy pressure on ber masts kept
ber steady; so she skimmad along with a
gliding motion, Townrd night, it being
the mata's wateh, he took in the stud-
ding sails and baunled in the royals. He
was getting ready to elew up the main
sail, when the caplain staggered on deck,
and, larching in the direction of the
back-stay, he managed to grasp it as he
roared out:

*“Hio! what the —— are you doing,
Jumison? Didn’t I tell you to erack on
with this wind in our starn? Send the
hands up to loose those royals agin, and
i:nl. pack that mains'l on her, yon lub-
rly Soward. 'What in-——are you
afraid of —u capful of wind, hey?'
The mate strode up to the back-stay
and explained that there was sn ooca-
sional squall pussing over; that she was
stoering wild, and so he thonght he'd
oaso her o little.  “She,s going twelve
knots now, which is fust enough, 1 take
i,"
“You slap that mainsail on to her, you
fool. Don’t you suppose [ know what
I'm about? And if yon're scared go bo-
low and put your head inn bag.”
The mate strode away ; the three roynls
were sof, the mainsail shoeted, and tho
Planct, trembling in every joint, went
boring into the night that wis now fairly
slintting down on the flying ship and the
lieaving oceun,
The eaptain, chpekling to himself at
his own during, crawled back to his
state-room, took snother * nip,” and
roelod back to his post at the back stay,
After a bit he got it through his head
that the studding-sails were taken in,
and ho roared onti—
“Btand by to set the maintopmast
stu'n'-saill"
This order made the men express o
hope that he'd take the sticks out of her,
and the mate had the hardihood to say
that the old man was vither very drmn
or getting erazy, but he went about the
difienlt job of seiting the studding-sail,
and after an bour's labor ancceeded in
sotting it.
As the night wors on, the wind in-
oronsed  in volume, the waves grow
higher and broader, and the ship began
to sheer wildly. Ocveasionally s big wave
wonld overtake her and Iap inboard over
the mil. She bogan to roll beavily, aml
the wateh below in the forecastle turned
ont and gravely discussed the usual in-
cidents of a ship running away from a
tempest under press of sail,
The morning brought no change in the
wspect of affairs, only worse. The tom-
pest roared through the top-hampoer, and
the mast bont under the heavy stmin,
The stoering of theship had now become a
very diffioult matler, aud it was evidont
that should the ship Ly any mischance
bo thrown in the trough of those heavy
sons, she would roll over at onee,
At last a hoavy lurch sased her of the
stndding sail, which bent down to lee-
ward on the wings of the wind, and, un-
der the excitement, the mate clewad up
the royals and bad them tolled up, The
captain ¢eamo on deck soon after, and at
ofice bogan to abuse the mate for taking
in the royals. The mate soon after went
below, being relieved by the second mate,
Toward noon & heavy, squall took the
thres top-gallant-masts out of her, and
then there were horrid oaths and impre-
cations in order until the wreek was
clearad away, During the sflerncon the
seas began to tumble in over the rail,
and the com

shaken into their places. The captain in |

batten down the passengers; that if sall
wasn't shortened at ouee the ship would

tripped up in some of the high weves
ﬁt were now mecing ‘sfter her, She's
golng sixtecn miles an hour now, and if
she goes any faster she'll be unmansgea-
ble.”

asea-cook. 1I'm captain, I am; and if 1
hear any more of your impertinence Il
disrate you, my buck. Let her rip, I
say; she's all right; blow, good breezes,
blow!”

The mate tarned sway and told those

tlemanly ehap didn't budge sn ioch.
While & sense of coming danger filled
every heart, the quict man did not seem
to be alarmed. After a while the hatehes
were put on and secured, and a few
things attended to that were of prime
importanes in view of the present situa-

tion.
After eight bells the captain  horrified

him if it came on to blow, he reefed aft

fon-way.
ing their lives in such a foolish way. The

mate, began to con the ship.
conning process consists in watching the

when the motion of the ship renders
compgss card unstealy.
mentally making a note of the fact that
the nger was & scamen, went for-
wand, and he had scarcely reached the
waist, when a flashing light gleamed out
of the gloom a hoase voice shonted
*Laght, oh!” then a confused hnbbub on
the forecastle, with am imperative order
to port the helm.

mpulsively the mon at the wheel be-
gun to whirl it to port, but were stopped
by the passenger sternly shouting to do
no sueh thing, A moment’s reflection
convineed them that to alter her course in
those tremendous seas would be instant
destruetion, and thongh the mate was
frantically shouting port, hard-a-port,
she was held in ber course simtly be-
cange she conld not leave it. Sheering
wildly, she rolled up the slope of u
mountainons wave, in full sight of a
ship's light, dead shead. The next in-
stant there was heard a crashing and
snapping of timber forward, then a tre-
mondous shock, followed by a loud de-
spairing cry—the tiibute natnre wrings
from humanity in its dire extremity.
Another crash snceeeded by a grating
sound under the keol, and the Planet
larched heavily to port, As she rolled
back to the starboard, she took a wild
sheer: at the same time the sails began
to slat, and in a moment they were torn
into ribbons,

Btill sheering, she climbed & big sea,
and, as she sunk away into the the trough
hier fore and main top mast snapped off
close to the eap. Then, as she lay canted
down on her portside, o huge wave top-
ped with foam snd fairly glowing
with Inminous sparklings emitted from
the phosphorons held in solution,
came down from the windward., There
was o ternfic grandenr in its grand
swoep, and ns far as the eye conlil reaclh
black sides extended, with here and
thore a patch of foam flecking its tower-
ering bulk, Other waves were pressing
it from behind, und, as it monnted up
higher and higher, the crested top
tumbled over; then the ship rolled to
meet it, and with an sogry hiss it leaped
over the rail sweeping everything before
it.  When the watoh on deck saw that
fearful sea abont to break, there wos n
frantic rush for the rigging, each think-
ing only of his own safety.

The two men at the wheel also de-
sarted their posts and clung to the miz-
zen rigging, the qniet passonger alone
remaining ot the helm. As the tons on
tons of water leaped over the rail, the
Planet listed over, and another wave,
following swiftly behind, laid the good
old ship on her beam-ends. When the
erash of the collision aroused the siari-
led passeugors, the captain came hur-
riedly on deck, and as he attempted to
gain his usaal place by the baock stay the
sen overtook him and swept him over the
side to the leowanl, The mate, too,
who was in the waist, was overtaken by
the sea and swept overboard. It was a
ll:rilling moment, and the disaster oc-
currml in loss timo than it takes me to
dederibe it. Before one could have ar-
ranged the details of the disaster, s hard
ringing voioo was heard, in the dircetion
of the wheel, sereaming: “Lay aft, all
hands! Some one alip down and elose
that starboard companion-way! Lay aft
liere, 1 tall you!”

It was the qmet cabin passenger, and
theré lio was, up to his waist in water,
hanging on to the wheel, which he bhad
managed to jam to starbosrd, Fatless
anil contless, every one within the sound
of his voice knew that he was captain,
and & good one, too, and his next words
confirmed the conviction,

“Cut the main  bruse and nnreave it
Lead it along fore and aft and haul
tant! Be quick, boys; work lively, we
have time to spare!”

When the brace was secured forward
and hauled, as taut as it conld, the
next order rang out hard und clear:

“(het an axe and sever the forwanl
starboard lanyard —yon will find one on
the break of the poop. Some of you
find a hawser and bend it seourely to the

fore yanl. Get the hawser bent on and
then ent away. Take the wheel, two of
yom!"

The Planot lay Lroad-on in the trough,
and each passing wave pressod her over
wore and wore. What dasmage she had
sustaioed in her hull could not be ascer-
tained, but the shoek that hud sunk the
other vessel must haye started some-
thing forwand, and the wonder was she
did not go down at once. After a pain-
ful suspense, the hawses was secured to
tho fore-mast close off, All the top-
hampor lay 1o the leeward, holding on
by the leo-shrouds and back stays, and
mmmﬂly pounding. Presently the

came;
all, into the mizzen

T
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*Lat her rip, my swoot-scented son of

of the who still lingered on
the dx: to go belaw; but the quiet, gen- |

the second mate by securing the fore snd | male, d
main sheets with » padlock and chain, | ‘cracking on.
and with the parting ivjunction to call |

and disappeared down the after compan- |

The wateh below turned in all standing | B6w captain rigged ju
beartily cursing the man who was risk- | weather moderated an

quiet man took up a position near the |
wheel, and, to the surprise of the second |
Now, this |
ship's head, and woviog the hand in the | cable’s L
direction the wheel should be tarned. It | spesk the battered and rusty ship, whose
is often resorted to in a high seaws 1

strain on (he sttached. As the
:tnln hutig:."lhe began to head

to
i loe riggings wern cui, the hawser
veered away until thirty fsthoms stretch:
ed away to windwand.

“Now, then, my lads, let us e where
weare hurt. Soand the pumps. We
are all right if she does not leak badly,

The pumps being sounnded, showed
pearly four feet of water in the well,
So the brake was rigged, snd some of
the o pasengers were got ou dock
through the after bulkbead and sot to
work, An hour's steady }mm iog show-
#d » alight gain which in
tist her Jdamage was not as serious os
wight be expected.  All might long the
pamps were kept going by relays of
passengers, and Ly morning it was an-
pounced that the pumps were steadily
guining on the water.

Things looked badly by dayhght. |

The bulwarks all gone, the deck swept
clean, and half {ke crew, the egptain and
swallowed up—all res#ited from

But with her stont three-inch bhawser
fastened to the wreek of her foreyard to
windward she rode out the gale ss well,
if not better, than undier canvas. The
-masts when the
made sail to the
westward. The essterly winds favored
him and be made good time to the Danks,
After clearing the fogs that prevail there
he sighted a large steamer one mWOrning,
heading east. In an hLour she was o

; ﬁcng!h aliead snd slowed down to

squat masts created considerable amunse.
ment on the splendid steamer. Then

The officer, | came the hoarse hail-

Ship aboy!™

“Aye! ayel”

“What ship is that?”

“The Planet, of and for New York."

“Who is the Planet commanded by?"

“One of her eabin passengers—Water-
man, of San Francisco.”

*Waterman?'

“Yes, bully Waterman, at vour ser-
vioe.” The two vessels drifted apart
The steamer's bell rzag to book Ler on,
and paddles went around, and with a
wave of their trumpets the two captains
parted.

Here, then, was the most notorious
bully that ever commanded a ship, a man
whose namwe was famons and on every
sailoy’s lip from Singapore to the Golden

| Giste; every newspaper almost, in those

, had  something to  say
about “bully Waterman" and his ship
Challenger, and the ship never flosted
that could out-sail her, nor the mun ever
breathed that could cow the daring spirit
of this quiet gentlemanly man.

The Planct at last reached New York
and was delivered over to lier owners,
who did the handsome thing by Water-
man, The passengers had a card in the
papers praising to the quiet cabin pasen-
ger and ranking with the greatest heroes
that ever lived. It was never really
known what vessel it was that strock the
Planet that terrible night, when she was
running free at the rate of 16 miles an
hour, us there were one large steamer
and a dozen ships at seaabont that time
which were never heard from again. Who
can say how many have been ruu down
and run under throngh this “‘eracking
on."” :

Intemperance and Immorality 1a Lopdon,

The idea prevails in Ameriea that the
English are a virtuons nation, and Lon-
don is an exemplary city. 1 have no
hesitation in asserting that this is about
the fulsest statement that cin be made on
the other eide of the Atlantic. I may
refer those who donbt my proposition to
the declaration published the other dny
by the great Dr. Pussey, of Oxford, that
the inbabitants of London were all
pogans; to the police court columns of
the English papers, which, by the way,
only published a very small portion of
the crimes committed, and finally to the
daily moaning upon that score of the
most celebrated men of the country.
Two terrible vices flutter over thus
realm and pollute with their slime the
unfortanate subjects of her Majesty;
their names ore intemperance and
immorality, They pervade every rank
of society. Napoleon L. said the English
were a nation of shop-keepers! Parody-
ing lLis words, I may affirm they aro s
nation of drunkards. Everybody drinks,
It is not only the men of the lower class,
who, like in America, disgrace them-
selves sometimes, by too many libations,
it is overy individual, ffom the gandily-
dressed, osteutations, affected noblemen,
tothe rongh, hard-working laborer; from
the highly-perfumed, dollish, bright.
featnred lady to the two penny-a-penny
market woman. The diseaso 13 n ghastly,
hideons, universal one. Opportunities
to drink are given everywhere. Taverns,
or as they aro ealled here, public houses,
nbound; yon connt them by thousands;
there is one for every hundred yards;
sometimes they hang by clusters of three
or four together, like strawberries in the
fiolds. Forall that, they pay well, and
very well indeed. If you enter one of
these during the day, whom do you see ?
A nomber of men and women, but es-
rocinl y women, sitting down and tulking
ond, n quarreling, sipping enormous
wugs of beer or tumblers of hot rum or
hot gin, These fernales are mothers of a
family, young girls of 18 or thereabout,
women with babies in their arms, teach-
ing their offsprings to gnlp down whisky
at the samo time as they hold the breast.
Saloops are not the only places where
spirits may be obtained; they are re-
tailed 10 every imaginable cornor. Thore
is not a railroad station, not a theatre,
not » musie hall, not a steamboat, that is
not ‘provided with its conspicuons bar-
room.—| London Corvespondent of Chi:
cago Times,

s

This story of a troop ship is just mow
current in London: In the ladies' eabin
wore four wash-busins, one of which was
much larger than the others. There
were three Iadies in the cabin whose hus-
bands were about equal in rank. The
women always think they have a right to
presaume on the mok of their hnsbands
when taking ohoioo of berths, eto., and
there was a great diseussion as to who
was entitled to the big basin. It was
raferred to the of the ship
who could settle nothing, and eventually
to the captain. He gave a decision
of Solomon, first asking

them if they wonld abide by hia verdict
and not give any more trouble in the
matler, w they readily to do,
he said he thought it was fair that
tho oldest lady should have biggest

sea, and slowly righted, Then

i | Duchy of Lanecastor

pew hope |

Lady Heskelu's Jewels.

Marrying an heiress, Fays the Fhila-
delobis Times, is 8 very cool thing in its
way, but, like other things, it is possibie
to have too much of it; and haviog loo
mueh of it is jost what is the matter with
Senstor Sharon's son-in-law, Sir Thomas
Hesketh of Buofford Hall in the Royal
The poor mans
tronbles have just begun, and if they keep
on ae they have started he will be thank-

ful enongh, in the comrs: of & week or
| two, to sink downqguietly 1n the moues-

| Joss, rostful oblivion of the grave, Bl g

fore the bride and groom got down home
| from Liverpool the rector of Rafford
| parish reerived an anonymous Jetter bid
Jding him **warn the proper suthorities
to wateh earefully the valuable jewelry
of Lady Hesketh,” and as the rector nat-
nrally coneluded . that the proper
| anthority to look after Lady Hesketh's
traps was ber Lusband, this n!arlliulg
communication was luoded to Sir
| Thomas the very moment that the
cosch drawn by six white horses decked
with wedding favors drew uy at Raff-
ord Hall door. Sir Thowas scted with
a prompt military skill that would have
been the making of Lord Chelmsford
and the salvation of the British srmy
in Zolulund., He at opce issued a gen-
eral order to his rotainers to “‘remove
all ladders from the neighborhood of
the hall, and to wateh sll means of in-
gress while the family were dining.”
This order was carried ont  with celer
ity, and a consilerable body of the ten
antry presently moved off, loaded down
withs all the ladders pertaining to the
outdoor promises, together with all the
step-ladders belonging to the inlerior
department. An excess of zeal even
led to the removal from the laundry of
the three clothes-horses.

While the procession filed down the
svenue to the lodge-gates, and so oul
into the open country, the eause of all
the eommotion, the rich dower of the
bride, began to arrive, nndor guard.
“The lugaags was escorted to the hall
by the police,” says the dispateh, *‘and
every {rreelnliun taken to insure safety.”
Judead, so well were the orders of the
commanding officer conceived and exe-
cuted that the lawless bands of thieves
were completely overawed,  They seem
to have hung timorously on the flanks of
the police, as these stout defenders of
the peace marched sturdily up from the
sailrond station with their precious con-
voy; but they manifested no disposition
whatever to make a dash up the ladder,
or otherwise attempt to carry the hall by
storm. And soSir Thomas and Lady
Hesketh worked their way pleasantly

throngh a dinner of nine courses
without &  single interrupting
shot from the revolver that,

losded and cocked, lay ready to the
Baronet's hand. But if this sort of
thing i3 to be kept up Sir Thomns Hes-
keth will pay o rattling price for his
heiress whistle, Of conrse he cannot ex-
pect to have s guard of policemen on
hand all the time, and under certain con-
ditious — ns those of house-cleaning —
the step-ladder will have to be returned,
And then he will have to look out sharp.
Moreover, even if he arms his footmen
and plant Gatling guns soas to command
all the sallent aogles of Rufford
Hall, he never can tell when his
manifold precautions against foes with-
out will be rendered vain by treachery
within, In short, Lady Hesketh's jewels,
like Lady Pargiter's, sooner or Iater,
surely are destined to suffer the fate that
befell the traveler from Jernsalem to Jeri-
cho—io fall among thieves. And until
they are stolén and done for, Sir Thomns
cannot have s moment's pence of mind.

Killing a Tiger.

At Rangoon, in Burmah, recently in
one of the most populous quarters of the
town, s tiger was killed in broad day-
light. The brute had been hanging
about Dallah, the straggling village on
the other side of the river from Rangoon,
for several days, and early one morning
swam across the river to Rangoon. Fag:
ged with the long mile through o swift
enrrent, and no doubt sstonished at the
nitmber of people hie came across,be ens-
conced himself benesth a house. The
District Superintendent of Police heard
of the arrival, and, armed with & Win.
chester ntuﬂating rifle, went down with
another Englishman in the direction
pointed ont. They came upon the tiger
rather noexpectedly. Entering one of
the honses on the river bank, they all of
n sudden discovered the snimal only a
few inches below them, with nothing but
the scant protection of an open bamboo
floorwork between them and him. A
bullet between the shoulders, however,
dropped him before any harm could be
done, and s conple more shots made
things sure, Then the Burmans ecame
crowding in scores. The inspector tried
to keep them off with his gun, forgetting
it was at full cock, Suddenly it went
off, and 4 Burman was shot through the
shounlder, and died a few lours after-
ward. The tiger was just under nine
feet from tip to tip.

_ A bill has been introduced in the Leg-
islature of Wisconsin which authorizes
and requires women to vole at the cext
general State election npon the gnestion
whether they desire to have an elective
franchise conferred upon thom, and to
assnme the duties and obligations of male
citizens. Separate boxes are to be pro-
vided for them. Any female oitizen
ueglecting to vole, unless provented by
age, infirmity, or sickness, to be proved
by medical certificate of disability, is to
be regarded guilty of a misdemeancr,
and fined not less than 100 or imprison.
od not more than three months, or both,
and any man guiity of intimidating, con-
trolling, or willfully obstructing any
woman in voting, or of insulting any
WOmAn in going to or from the polls, is
to be fined not less than §2000 or impris-
oned not more than two years, or both.
if the women suffragists of Wisconsin are
not satisfied with this law, nothing they
are likely to get will satisfy them.

"Go to the carrier pigeon, thou glat-
ton; learn its ways and be wise. When
traveling it never feads. If the distance
be long, it flies on without stopping to
take nutriment, and at last arrives thi
exhausted, almost dying. If corn be

then sleeping. Two hours later it be-
gins to with great moderation, snd
sgain immediately

its flight has been
will in
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t before recovering
normal mode of feeding. $

Astiovomleal Fhevomena,

To the interested observer of the starry
IIPIIGI!.'I, the latter of the month of
February and the ng of Murch
will this year afford an interesting and
sublime view of the planetary bodies iy
their various nspects, If we turn for s
moment to glance at the western wky
soon o ler snnset, we are at once ip-
pressed with the magnificence of the
scene, Within a compnss of a few de-
groes wre presented before us the thrae
most radiant members of onr planetary
roup — Venus, Jupiter snd Satumn;
while a little higher ap in the zodine the
fnvisible Neptone stands guard, and
Jower down, just above the westera hori.
zou, the swift winged Mereury gradually
shows his twinkling connteénance, So
that five of the seven contemporary
members of our system ave all in the re-
gion of the heavens.

It will be extrewely interesting to ol
serve the varying motions of their bodies,
During the wintar months of last year,
Jupiter and Saturn were our evening
stars, but were high over head at this
time in the evening. In January last,
they were to be seen slowly sinking to
the west, while Venus st the same time
was just coming into view. These three
planets then presented a straight line,
with Jupiter in the center. The motion
of Venus isso much more rapid than that
of either of the others, that she soon
overtakes them and passes above, and on
February 25th, the three planets will
form u perfeet equilateral trisngle, whose
sides are D degrees in length. After
this, the trisngle is gradually altered as
Venus moves eastward, nntil on March
1st it presents the form of a right-angled
one, with Saturn oecupying the position
of the right angle.

This group is just below the head of
Aries, and in the direction of a line
drawn through the two principal stars of
that constellation. -

Venns is constantly growing more
magnificent, and soon leaves Jupiter and
Saturn far behind, Their brightness is
slowly fading, and ere another month
Lias pussed they will have dissappeared
in the rays of the approaching sun. Ve-
nus, however, continues to illuminate
our sky until May #d, when she, too, is
lost to view. Thus are the beautiful
combinations broken up to make room
for others for endless variety is the most
sublime charm of the grand science of
astronomy.

Merenry reaches his greatest distance
east of the sun on February 23d, and be-
comes evening star. Onthat day he sets
at 7:20 v, ., an hour and a half after
the sun. So that while observing this
beautiful trisngle of Venus, Jupiter and
Saturn above, we ocan cast our eyes
toward the horizon and ulso steal a
glimpse of the god of light.

To add to the charming scene, the
young moon modestly places her slender
erescent among the group. On March
31 sle passes very near Venus, and
and north of 40degrees north will ocenlt
that planet. This will be a beautiful
phenomenon, as Venus suddenly disap-
pears on the dark edge of the moon. In
the latitnde of Cincinnati the planst
tonches the lower border of the moon as
they are setting, at 0:15 p. M,

Stage-Struck.

A writer in Harper's Bazar thus takes
off the stage-struck damsels: If these
damsels talk freely with yon, they will
tell you that if they are not strikinily
pretty, they can “‘make up"” well; that
they can shed real tears ot pleasure; that
they even know how to simulate o faint
at call; that they have practiced the
stage langh till they have it perfectly;
and as for their sobs, yon shonld hear
them ! Maanwhile, the stage is pever
forgotten in their last motion, If they
sit at the piano, it is with a sense of the
nudience down at one side—they stand,
rather than sit, for freedom of dramatic
movement. They emphasize their re-
marks with fingers touching together on
the chest and their arms Hung wide open
with circling grace; with an npraised
arm, and every, finger trembling, with
hands elasped over s lace handkerchief,
and just a little lifted-—with all the pret-
ty lines of grace, in short, that one sees
in the motions of the lovely ladies who
play society dramas. By and by, if
circumstances have never pushed
them forward, if the native im-
pulse were not strong enough to give
the impetus to seek a stage manager;
if modesty, after all, got the better of
them; if the thing did not, on the
whole, effervesce in private theatrieals,
or if no private theatricals came to
stimulate and develop the taste, they
subside into the choice reader of a do-
mestip Shiakespeare club or the teacher
of an clocutionary class, or else they
fall in love and marry, and housewifely
cares and children weed them of their
folly, as the old king said would be
the case when the enthnsinsm of the
Princess Idn was in question. And
usually no harm has been done, and
their sons will, perhaps, be the
better public  speakers that  their
mothers had o little dramatic tarn.
Usnally no harm, wa say; but oceasion-
ally » great one lias been done. A pe-
enlior vanity has been fostered that is
poisonons to the system and infects
the whole character, and the bloom has
been brushed off the modesty of nature
by the very fancy for sdmiration and
applause; for only where it has been
the real historonic genius that is able
to inform the dead shell with life, and
infuse it with blood and spirit, is the
longing for admiration and applause
the snpport of the creative power, snd
not ils source.

01d Bob Keyworth is one of the hard-
est landlords in Galveston. Jim Groce
lives in one of Keyworth's houses and is
a very good tenant, while the landlord
has never yet had & dollar’s worth of re-

airs done to the house, Not long sinee

im went to Keyworth and told him: “I
want you to have that house painted. 1
am paying 320 a month, and yon ought
to have it done.” Keyworth refused, so
Groee had it done at his own expense,
As soon as the .ﬁnﬁng was over old
Ke raised rent to £25 amonth.
B do you raise the rent?” usked Jim.
"On sccount of the improvement,” re-




