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THE PASHA OF DAMASCUS.

No country produces so many exam-
ples as Turkey of men rising from the
lowent station to the highest and great-
est. Manuers, customs and |aws con-
widorably favor these sudden changes of
fortune. But all of theso examples in
the Trrkish history none surprises more
than tho promotion of the Pasha Mnha-
med ¢l Admi to the governorship of

s,

Muhinmed nnd Murad were the sons of
a rich werchant in Constantinople, who
died when his children had searcely
passed their boyhood, leaving them in

on of considerable fortune,
urad ocontinned the business of his
father, and by prodence and industry
8000 innronwi’ is hereditary portion,
while Mulamed, in company of idlers
and flatterers, spent his share in the
most reckless manner, by indulging in
all kinds of excesses, It was no wonder
that this exteavagant life totally ruined
Muhamed in a fow yoars, and that when
Lis fortune was gone Lis gay companions
likewiso doparted. Even his own brother
elosed his door against him, declaring
that hio, not having beeded his warn-
ings, did not deserve compassion.
thongh this is no uncomman fate of
spendthrift’s, still tho conduct of his
former associntes, and espocinlly the
hard-lieartednoss of his  brother, pro-
duced a deop impression upon the gool
natured heart of this un ml'lpy youtl,
But being gifted with inflexible power of
mind, bo did not lose conrage, but de-
termined to bear his well-meritod futo
with manly firmness,

As t first no other means of subsist-
ence offered itsolf, ho was foroel to live
on the alms he received from the beliey-
or ab the monguos.

It happened wt this time that the Sul-
tan visited one of the chief mosques. He
waa surrounded by all the high dignita-
ries of (he Btate, dressed in the most
costly and muwiﬂwnl garments, Noear
him walked two courtiors having largo
sums of money, which he, according to
oustotn, distributed mmong the multi-
tude, Every pioce of money was wrap-
ped upin papor; but mised with these
packets wers othiers containing small
round pieces of glass, on whioh the Sul-
tan had written some useful morals or
mnrbl composed by himself. Theso

ines generally praised poverty, and ridi-
ouled the foolish setions of the overboar-
ing rich. You may woll imagine that
the massof people following the monarch
wors more groody of the money than of
the proverb,
ubamed was among the mass. e
observed attontively all the movements
of the monarch ; and when the latter took
out of the bugs bandfnls of gold and sil-
ver and strewed it among the multitude,
he uq:rly graspod at one of the small
, and them pushing his way
psugh the erowd, hastenad to n soli-
tary spob and opened it, How greal was
his disappointment when instoad of the
mms gold e found round picces of
lnss.  Ho wis on the point of throwing
t away, when his eyos canght the fol-
lowing words—"Ability and conrage
liave opened the rowd to distinotion to
many," Muhawed smiled, eonsidored
the words, and having taken a rosolution,
oarefully placed both papor and glass in
his tur and  bastoned away, well
knowing how to aet.

There are tradors in Constantinople
who lend all kinds of dresses, from the
most vostly, stidded with dismonds and
other precious atones, to the simple gar-
ment of the Dervish, The call for this
pecnling trade rests in (he fact that man
mon, mised from sbjoot poverty to high
ofice, are in imm neod of clothes
suitable to their new station, From the
wume renson these tradors furnish these
upstarts with homes, servants, and other
novossary requisites, which they lend
for stipuluted weekly payments, To one
of theso traders Mohamed directed his
m. und possessing n dignifiod figure,

lo features und engaging mauners, e
throngh a fictitions tale, persuaded the
usurer to provide him with magnificent
clothes, fine horses nod a richly-drossod
body . Within o fow hours, the
aor was changed into un allos

ous pashis, who moved the admiration
of the people

The new pashia had wndertaken to pay
for this expensive outfit in the conrse of
a woek. He had no money, but certainly
an inventive hoad, that through the
oustly turban seemed to have recoived »
doublo smount of sense and wit.  Fol-

lowed by his body-guard, he galloped to |

the bouse of his brother, and remaining
in the court, sevt one of his secvants
to him with the message to him that Mu-
hia brother, demandal to see

frmd was on the point of return-

augry words, whon just in time

wight of the splendul group i

. He har'snod ot of the
house to meet his brower, and to give

econsiderabie amount

Muhamed, mi entire fortune — take
from it ns much ss you want. :ﬁu’l’.h
always take you u his p

Daring the night Muhamed rm
for his s&:rrlun. Ho furn
with & y;urdo!ﬂ!l men, and en-

artar ers, On the da
mi he sent his tressurer to h
brother for twenty thonsand duuh,w
the trader for his outdit, crossed the
phorous, and travelod straightway to Da-
MARCIIE,

Muhamed was no common impostor,
who only hunts after monoetary results;
but he had calculated everything before-
hand. His liberality, his commanding
rson and his noble bearing, in a coun-

yomotion is of daily
0CONITence, EOH'EI(‘!R] every one, and
particularly his followers, that he was
really appointed Pasha of Damascas. At
first, he travelod quictly to aveid publie-
ity; but the further he wemt from Stum-
boul, and the pearer e approached the
boundaries of his provinee, the more
openly he showed himself in his new
dignity, the more liberally he distribu-
ted presents and slms in the towns
throngh which he passed.  Everywhere
ho was received with dne respect and
lnden with presents, When he arrived
within three day's march of Damascus he
halted and camped. He then dictated
lottors to the most eminent emirsin Dam-
asens, announeing o them that in conse-
quence of treachery the Grand Vizier
had fallen into disgrace and had been
strangled, and that his son, the Pasha of
Damasens, nsan accomplice of his father,
had to await the same pnnishment; and
that he, Muhamed, sppeared as nowly-
appointed Governor, to execute the sen-
tence of the Sultan, and he commanded
the emirs to imprison the erimal, and
to well-guard hlm till Lis nrrival,

Defore, however, dispatching these in-

gtructions he sent a letter to the Gov-
ernor of Damnsons, seeretly informing
lim that his father had been executod,
and that the same fate awaited him when
the new Pasha arrived. The conso-
quence of this well-calenlated communnis
ention was the immediate flight of the
yoor Governor, who was by no means o
lm’uritc of the people. His fear of
death wrs so great that he leftoverything
behind him, even his wives and treos-
nroes.

After the emirs had reecived the dis-
yatehes, they ealled w conneil, and de-
lnlh!d upon the steps to be taken for the
exeention of the receivied commands,
While doing so there appesred a second
message with a lotter of similiar contents,
Foaring delay and resistance wonld only
endanger themselves, they quickly col-
loeted all their partisans, and orderod the
inhiabitants to tako the old Pasha pris-
oner, and with due respect receive the
approncling one,  Bome, therefore,
hastened to the palace of the disgraced
Govornor, beset all exits, nand ns they
met with no resistanco, searched the en-
tire rlum»v- but in vain. The frious
populace londly blamed the earelosmess
of the omirs, and no doubt would have
broken ont into u rebellion that wonld
huve lod to the pillaging of the city, had
not al the very moment from the oppo-
wite purt of the eity, eries of rejoicing
been honrd which saluted the entering
Pashn,

The now Covernor, surrounded by n
splendid snite, procesded without stop-
ping to the palace, strowing on his way
money among the people, “The emirs
were rendy to receive him.”

“Whaere is the guilty one?” demuanded
Muhamed, fixing lis piercing oyes npon
the ussembly,

His severe commanding tone ereated o
general consternation. A long silence
ansued, At last one of the emirs took
eonrage and said:

*“Your Highness will graciously par-
don us. The condemned probabily re-
eoived secrel communieations from Con-
stuntinople, in consequence he has flod
from Dumnscns, for when wo sonvehed
the palace he wis gone.”

“Flod!" eried the smnzed Mahamed,
with  thundoring  voice, “Miserablo
sluves! Know ye that my commands are
laws of the Sultan, onr most gracious
mastor.  Away from my presence! Boon
you will recsive the punishment that
falls upon those whe like you disregued
the suthority of His Highuess,"

This threat spread fear and constorna-
among the emirs. The new Pasha lal,
throngh his liberality, alrendy won the
common people, and rosistance Was,
therefore, ont of guestion, Mulinmed,
howevor, hud the emirs ealled back one
by one, received them most gracionsly
and presentad them with a part of the
troasures of his predecessor, Iun this
wanner be clhangad the ¢common fear
into general joy. This energetic deport-
ment of the new Governor prodoced the
still more favorable result, thiat the ter-
rified emirs dared not inguire for the
flrman of the Sultan, by which Mubumed
wad appoited Pusha of Damascus; but
they were satisflod that the former Pasha
remained unpunished.

In the meantime Mubamed, who pos
sossd guite ns mueh intellect as enorgy,
commenved his office by lessening the
burdens of the people, by abolishing
abuses whioh had orept in during the ad-
winistration of his predecessors, by giv-
ing excellont laws, unil taking under his
particular protection agricultnre, oom-
meros uwnd soience,  After having in this
manner won the gonernl confidence of
the bettor classess, he insured himsell
the affootion of the multitude by his

try where sudden

groat liberality to the poor, Toward the
old Governor's relations and friends he
soted in the most wmagnanimons spirit;
and to those of the omirs who had bold |
aflice under that poor fellow, he pre-|
sontod honars and riches.

At the tiwe when this happened the
communication belwoen the capital and
the provinees was very deficient, and
this was the canss why a considerable
time elapsed before the Sultan heard of
these extraondimary ocenrrencos at Dam- ]
acus, and it was only through the ox-
tlod pasha himsell who lwl fled from
Davomseus through the Desert to Bagdad
that the affair came under his notice,
Arrived there well disguised the poot

to beg at the
eupluymellu s confectioner's.
rk to sneh most

The Tu
changes of fortune. The
sudden advancement, ns well as the
abrupt downfall from the summit of |
groatness, he Dbears with calmness, 1

tanale L over..or was no & jon 10 the
rale, He Jived, quietly submitting to |
hard fate, in obseurity and poverty
sevoral months, without having even

hia
for

pashs, unable to find any other means of | Majesty
but | subsistence, was f
mysolf for this new | mosques., Shortly after, however, ho

oy E
blie places. At :

l:: oﬁarl-l of the Porte, who former-
Iy lived at Damascus, with grest aston-
ishment saw him in the shop of & confec-
tioner, and addressed him a8 follows :

“In it ble ! Your Highness! I
believe—1 certainly think I to the
Pasha of Damoscus, I8 it not so ?

“You err, sir,” replied the terrified
man, with visible embuarassment, “‘Iam
a poor workingman, an sssistant of the
confectioner,”

“Are yon? Well—I really cannot—
no, no, I cannot believe it. T know you
o well! Aro you not the son of the
Girand Vizier, my most gracions master ¥
What would your noble father say if he
saw you in this disguise?”

“In the name of Allah ! whisperod the
troubled pasha, “have you been a friend
of my father's? Then, T implore you by
his dear ashes, do not bétray me."

“Ashos ! —Detray | What does your
Highness mean? Your father is alive
unsan woll us I am, Only this morning
I have received n letter from his own
hand."

A few more words disclosed the whole
affair. The son of the Grand Vizier,
highly rejoicing, went to the house of the
oflieinl to change his clothes for some
more hecoming to lis dignity, and then
both started without delay to Constanti-
nople to pray the Sultan for justice.
They firdt went to the Grand Vizier, who
conld not bolieve the wholo affair, thongh
lie heard it from the lips of his own son,
and even the Snltan would not belieye it
when it came to his ears, Still, if it were
true, ho solemnly vowed that the shame-
less impostor shonld feel the whole
weight of his anger, and he forthwith
dispatehed an ofticer with four hundred
janissaries to Damascus to take the dur-
ing fellow prisoner, and to teansport him
to Constantinople,

The eight months’ government of
Damnsaens by Muhamed had been ex-
ccedingly beneficial to the inlinbitants of
that proviuce, who looked upon him s
a father, and it wasto ba expectod thab
his removal would ercate considerable
dissatisfaction,  When the officer of the
Sultan appeared before Muhamed, and
handed him the lotter of his master, the
former kissed it in all humility, pressed
it na s sign of his subjection on his fore-
head, and requested only o fow hours’
delay to prepare for his journey. During
thesy intervals he commended the emirs
to his presence, informed them of his re-
eall, and took an affectionate leave of
them, Searcely, however, lad the
soldiors left town when all the emirs and
principal inhabitants of the town met
togoether and resolved to humbly petition
the Sultan to give them no other pasha
bt Mubamed, to whom they and all the
people of the provinee wero deeply in-
debted.  This potition was handed to n
messonger, who wis chargoed to carry it
in five days to Constantinople.  As this
lotter appeared to many not urgent
enongh, & second wis immediately
drawn up, in which the services of
Mulsmed were detailed, and in which
worp clearly expressed the determination
that the provinee would not freely
submiv to any other pasha.  As soon a8
Mubamed arrived at Constantinople he
wiit immedintely led into the presenee of
the Sultan,

“In the name of Allah, speak man!"
demanded the Grand Signor, “*Who are
you that you linve do little feared the
anger of yonr Lord?"

“0Ono of the pashas of your Imperial
Highness," replied the undannted Mu-
hamed, respectfully.

“Ty the beard of the Prophet!” eriod
the Sultan, with inercasing anger, “*who
s appointed you pasha, and W ho has
ni]_;nm{l the firman of this promotion,
miserable imposter?”

*“Your Imperinl Highness, the sover-
oign of the iu'hm'urﬁ." quiotly replied
Muhamed.

“This is too much!" said the Sultan,
“Show the flrman, or I will have you
strangled instantly, yon arch rogue.”

“Hore itis, your Highness," ropiiod
Mubamed, and bo drew from his broast
i pivce of paper, in which was wrapped
tho pieeo of glass, and which he laid ro-
spectfully at the fect of the Bultan.

Lpaticutly the Sultan picked it np,
anil looked with searching eye upon the
the writing, which he easily recogunized
s his own.  Then he remained silent for
wome time, lost in thought, while the
Upeand  Vigier, standing near him, ox-
pected o frosh burst of anger, snd Mu-
lmed, hoping  for pardon, bent his
knees, At that moment the letters nr-
vivesd from Damasacus, which, as extri-
oeiliunrily important, were without delay
Lanilid to the sovereign,

Aftor the Sultan had earofully read the
lotiors o spoke as follows:

“Geand Vigior, Allal is merciful!
Bhouid 1 punish this follow I should
cauno (iscontent, and porhs ps insurree-
tion ina province of my Ewpire, There
fure, 1 will rsther give your son the al-
minstencion of snother provines,  Yon,
Mutawed, T will appoint Pashn of
Dupiasens; yet remember that I only
pacdon you and contirm your appoint-
ment, boenase you lhave shown a kind
henrt toward my people! Go!”

“ Praisd bo the merey of our Lord and
Sultan!” ceiod the happy Mubamod, and
wmid the rejoicings of the multitude he
left the palice.

He aftorward governed Damasens with
great sucoess and wisdom for twenty-five
YOars.

the con
the

Eurinon AND BOLDIER. —Among sev-
ernl unpublished anecdotes of tho Em-
peror givlmln-, rolated by a Ruossian
contomporary is the following; One day
the Emperor, who was; one of the
strictost and most inflexible of disol
plinarians, woet, in o strect of St. Peters-
burg, a dronken dragoon, who was
riding in & drosehky. In a greal mge

. II L) hky N }
the Cioar stopped tho droschky, and| oo not intended as & deception, as |

angrily axked the soldier what he was
domg.  The imminence of los danger
sartially sobered the luttor, Mo rose in
is earringe, drew his sword, and, salut-
ing the Cszar, wud; *“I'm
drunken soldier to the guard-roow, your
Y The Emperor Nicholas
smatled, guve the soldier a five-ronble
Lti:n. and told the eoachmsn to drive
um not to the guand-room, but home.
—_—— .

Supday school teacher, examining on
Book of Ei.n?: “Now, can any eohild
tell me why Elij

put on the ballocks and alt

Small

to make the gravy with.”

A Noath Ceroline mas has sn injar-
osting family of bwenty-seven daughiers,
He hasn't had & froat geta i ten yesrn

to lisp the nsme of his father,

English vs. Ameriean Ways.

The social monopolists of London are

s sharp class of ipgatherers. To say that an

intellectuality which is prodigal of its

riches in an ensily discarded element in

the creme de la ereme of what is known

a8 the u, lifo, would not be trne, To
and o

be possess a

specialty of one’s own; is the ambition of
ench member of the lofty solitariety of
London. But to exhibit its attainment
or aecomplishment during the evening
gathering is considered in as bad taste

shirt front with o title that it is honored
by a suceession of inheritances that ev-
erybody who is anybod{, knows all about
and always has known it.  An nltra fash-
ionable don cirele, if it be strictly
devoted to conveniences, both in its con-
duet and conversations, almost invaria-
bly resolves itself info a dense incarna-
tion of the commonplace.

Mo look in upon one of those notable
Londou erushes during the season, is to
find thut they are largely made up of
persons who confide 1 their acquaint-
ances between “clurot eups” that they ac-
cepted this particular invitation against
their wishes, while, in fadt, to be seen in
theso same erowds is the keenest delight
of which he is capable. The erude col-
ors and the gandy and not too valuable
orngments, remind one of what o milli-
ner's bewildered dreams of the Elysian
fields must be,

The ungraceful posing and heavy
movements of the English matron who
has long been a lisbitual frequenter of
the London ball and party, the reception
and dinner, are only tolerable to artistic
eves, because they are natural and un-
conseious under the cirenmstances,

[1l-satisfied ns the cultivated artistic
eye may be after an inspection of the ay-
erage Fnglish woman's full dress attire,
nobody can deny that the simpler dresses
which the same lady wears at home, are
usuully far prettier than the morning and
every-day costume of the American,
There is no impropriety in mentioning
that the pompous garments of the fush-
ionable women of London are imposing.
It is just the adjective to select when
writing or speaking of her evening toi-
lettes.  Published descriptions of the
English woman's  fashionable array
strongly suggests grandenr, lavishness
of expenditure, and the inherited rich-
noss in all the aceessories of her cloth-
ing, that cannot fail to be Astonishing to
the unfamilisy beliolder; but when the
American is privileged to look npon these
almost saered ereatures and their attire,
he is nstopished and disappointed at the
flimsiness of texture umlI whimsicalities
of style in the garments of the great. In-
deed, lie i plmost pained at the absence
of an “‘eternal fitness of things." His
simple republican mind Los linked and
wodded eleganee and superior  artistio
pomps with lofty rank and impressive
titles, simpleton that he was |

In America to mention that a lady was
gseon adorned with velvets, laces and din-
monds, conveys a clear and trustworthy
picture of brilliants thet are not only
genuine, hut can be seen without the aid
of a moguifying glass, 'To the intelli-
genee of the Londoner no such nnexag-
gerated fact would even be suspected.
He is not credulons to believe that the
lnces werg genuine, nor the velvet silk
cloar throngh allits fibers.  He is taught
by éxperience.

But, then—pray be observant—of an-
other contrast between the London
honse-furnisher and the New Yorker.
The latter too often prodnces effocts
withont snbstantial back-grounds, but
the Londoner's drawing-room, and, in-
deed wll his recciving rooms, are Loth
substantinl and  beautiful.  Scofl or
smile, 48 Americans may and do, at the
lack of the English ldy's personal taste,
Ler household is chinrmingly artistic and
substantinlly comfortable.  She knows
how to combine use and beanty with a
fur clearer sense than we do.  Of conrse
the vencering family is unconsidered in
this letter. Thoy have, donbtless, gone
to the continent and taken their furniture
wlong with them. During two seasons
spont in London, it is yet to be the fate
or fortune of the writer to seo o single
picce of new furmture in any gentle-
man’s house. It has even come to be n
painful apprehension in the mind of the
writer every time he padses o cabinet-
shop window, lest its proprietor, in u
dopressed state of mind, winch one of his
unborn  grandehildren shall  take lns
place long after he is dead, and receive
compensation” for the products of his
skill, 'Who is there ever to purehase the
new eabinpts, drossing-tables and reécep-
tion chairs that one sometimes geos in
vaus traveling wlong the streets of Lon-
don, now that ** the English pablic has
been edueated in the laws of beanty and
n belief in brass fenders, corner enp-
boards and blne china.”

There is u tous of mellowness which
one feels, but which is difticult to de
seribe in almost all those English apart
ments which visitors enter.  Time has
embroidered cortain subtle charis inte
many things which are beyond the reach
uf ]r:l!’t‘Imw money, and there 15 u cer-
tniu }.'i‘lh'l‘l}uil_\' I'\h‘lnlﬂt] towards smaller
artioles of lv:':t'.!l_\ than 18 less common on
this side of the oeean.  Individual com
| fort and convenience are seonrisd by our

people at any cast, but the rich English

girl's bed-room, though in compliment
| oalled w chamber, 18 often farniahied with
| aniron bodstead and uipolished floor,
| with one or two not tow solt or too pretty
| rugzs npon it, also & dressing table, that
| is not an adornment, while her papa will
| purelnse a bit of china for the cabinet
| down stuirs, ot » cost of fifty guineas,
atd n rare old print, or a list of Flemish
tapesiry for the lileary ut treble that
st

Lliis plainness in one part of the estab-
lishment and & richness in onr publie

it would be in America, It is simply a
matter of taste or choice. With us the
cliina, the tapestry and the choice print
| would nol be purchased until all the

WRINE B ) onee was provided with the utmost com-

| fort, and yet we are callsd o poople of
{ shams by many of onr English cousins
| Thioy wro fond of the results of their
| riohes in one way, 85 we are in another,
and neither should undertake 10 adjusse
tlie habits of the other. 1f they are fond
of gruve and silent assomblages, and sus-
ot themsolves of enjoying such ocea-

ondorai water to be ' Sione all that the writer desires to say

abont them is simply to mention their

| might “say indifferonce; and onr unfor- | LY, aged nine and o balf: “Please, sir, | sulomuition and their jowels, just uullwr'

travelers allude to the Tower of London

and the erown diamaonds, that is all,
The English are as peserons in their

bospitalities as are tho Amerieans; bul

as it would be to illnstrate one’s linen | pectec

anlike most of our ladies, the Enplish
woman not only has sn appetite, both at
home and at partics, but she does not
make it & reason for bluhl.nguorucm-

¥ that lish re-
tiveness, The resson 2 b‘f) stupid

oceptions und fn.rﬂel [ be st
tol:u is sim bucmul;pi‘luirs unfashiono-
ble for Engﬂ:i lo to carry their or-
dinary vivaeity, enthusiasm and humor,
or even an approciation of humor, into
society. A oapability of standing still
anid being silent, or of dancing and not
conronmf' of snything that can be re-
membered, and of having a good sppe-
tite always about one, is all that is ex-
1 of a guest. To be distin nish
in the world isgratifying to your hostess;
but fortunately yon are not expected to
look, act or converse as if yon were any-
body in particular while yon are in com=
pany, except when you are af dinner, as
was before intimated, and even then you
are not called upon to extend your lis-
tening powers or your conversation be-
yond the nearest person on your right
and left, and within this eirele your con-
versation must not be so decidedly in-
foresting and significant as to disturh the
digestive processes of the most delicate.
In America, becanse a person does not
know anything, it is no reason why he
should kiold his tongue! In England it
is. Happy England.—London Corr. of
the N. Y. Home Journal.,

Standing Armies of Enrope.

There can be little question that the
present prostrate condition of Continent-
ol trade is in a great measure due to the
eniormons burdens laid on the people by
the military policy of their leaders.
How heavy these burdens are some de-
{ails taken from a report lately issued by
the Hungarian Minister will show. Ac-
pording to this report (the object of
which is to exhibit the relative weakness
of the Austro-Hungarian forces, and ad-
voeate an nddition to them), the military
strength of Russia consists of 3,046,800
men, of whom 000,000 belong to the re-
serve and 2,446,800 to the standing ar-
my. The regnlar army of Frunce com-
prises 1,680,000 soldiers of all arms, the
torvitorinl army, 1,208000; ftotal, 2.-
280,000; to ba, incrensed in 1892 by the
addition of 300,000 reserve men to 2,274,-
000, The German power, of all classes,
is ropresented by 2,004,300 men, of
whom 1,076,200 belong to the standing
army, 307,200 to the landwehr, and 620,
000 to the reserve, Ttaly has an army of
$08.000, and & militia of 310,000, In
1882, when the reserve will number 1,
016,200, her total strength will reach 2,-
(24,200,  Austro-Hungary possesses o
standing army of 800,000, a landwehr of
200, 918, and a reserve of 95,000 men; to-
tal, 1,194,818, The grand total of all
these forces amonnts to 16,471 01K, the
standing armies alone numbering 7,925,
000,  Bat iv must not be understood that
all the Iatter are vow under arms; at
least half of them are on a furlongh.
They form the first line, and all wounld,
of course, be 8 orce called out in the
event of o general war. It is neverthe-
less trne that the great military powers
liave at their disposal 16,000,000 men
who have learned, or are now learning,
the soldier's art, und are (bound to re-en-
ter the ranks when required. The mind
refuses to grasp the full signiticance of
these portentous fignres, but it moy safe
Iy be aflirmed that so long as these
bloated armaments are suflered to exist
Enrope ecan ocount neither on lasting
oommercial prosperity nor on u long con-
tinnanee of pence.~|Geneva Uorr, Man-
chester Examiner.

A Poryraoxie Ean.—There is some-
thing to'be said as to the differencein the
way in which the highly-gifted musician
and the ordinary lstenar hear musie. 1t
is more or less n waste of energy to write
music in many pirts, sl of which are
mude melodions at some sacrifice of the
hirmonte effect, when not more than,
perhiaps, one in & hubdred listeners is
onpable of Learing more than one mel-
oldy at o time, We think that it is not
the power of writing counterpoint that
has died out so much as the will to write
it. There can be no donbt that the un-
popularity of counterpoint is maisly due
to the fact that the ordinary listeuer is
unuble to hiear in it what the highly-
gifted musivian heavs, The many simul-
tancous melodies are quite lost on the
ordinary listener. It is only in the case
of the greatest composers, wlhose pringi-
piul melodies and harmonies do not suffer
by their attention to the connlerpoint,
that works of this cisss attain any popu-
larity, Until the wsoquirement of the
power of learing many simultansous
melodies is placed withun the reach of
the ordinary listener by a suitable and

to this purpose, it is nasless to look for a
popular interest ia counterpoimt which
shull encourage the composer fo produce
it. Thore is n lltll'-iliun how far it is pos-
sible for a person not naturally gifted
with the polyphonie ear to aoquire it in
]N"I‘fl'l‘!ll'll. But there can be no donbt
that systems of edueation are possible
which will do much toward wdvanes in
this direstion; and that the direct enlti-
vation of polyplionie hearing and reading
18 the shortest ent toward the formation
of the true mnsician.—| Nature.
S DT e e

Huspasp axn Work.—The Catholice
Colembian thinks that “a great deul of
the misery and unhappiness that exists
in fnmilies might be averted, in whole or
in part, if the husband and wife wonld
only try to understund each other and
saow a little more forivarance to each
other's faults.  Incompatibility of tem-
| permont is only anothor name for stub-
| bortiess, and will ever exist when the
partics tnast on misinterpreting each
| other's deficiencies. Where this mutual
| understanding exists, everything movea
along swoothly, If n mistake is made
| itis passod over without comment, un-;
does tot become the canse of bickerings
| and dissention; if » hasty wonl is spoken
its effets are laaghed away and foreot-
[ten w0 soon as nttered. In this wav
much trouble is avoided that the contra-
| Ty course would inevitably bring about.
| Homeo shonlid ever be the abode of pence
[ sl conteatment, aud thore can never be
a necessity for a contrary state of things,
| a8 there can be no justification therefor.

A muid tartle can neither fly, sing, gal-
lop, ery or go blackberrying, aml vet, if
they sre lot alove they will get alung just
as well an the young man who tries to be
funay at & lawn party.

A young lady ate half s wedding cake
jamd then tried to dosm of her futare
| husband.  Now she & vs tiat she wonld
| rather die than marry the man she saw
in thal dreas:.

\l‘l‘\i“h!l“'lll‘ vducation ‘-lll'l‘ﬂll_\v' dirvectod |

A Billion Dissected.

1t would be curious to know how many
readers hiave brought fully home fo their
inner consciousness, the real significance
of that little word “billion" which we
liave seen so glibly nsed. There are,
doubtless, many thousands who cannot
appreeiate its true worth even when ye-
duced to fragments for more easy assimi-
lation, Its arithmetical symbol 18 sim.
ple and without much pretention; there
are no large fignres—just a modest 1 fol-
lowed by a dozen eyphers. ani that isall,

Let us briefly take a glance at it as »
measure of time, distance and weight,
As u measure of timo, 1 wonld take one
second as the unit, and carry myself in
thonght through the lapse of ages back
‘o the first day of the year 1 of our e,
remembering that in all those years we
lLiave 365 days, and in every day just 86 -
000 seconds of time. Hence, in return-
ing in thonght back again to this year of
grace, 18580, one might have supposed
that a billion of seconds had long since
elapsed; but this is not so; we have not
even pussed one-sixteenth of that num.
ber in all these long eventful years, for
it takes just 31,687 years, 17 days, 22
Lonrs, 40 minntes and 5 seconds of time,

It is no easy matter to bring under the
gognizance of the human eye o billion
objoets of any kind. Let us try in imag-
ination to arrange this number for in-
speetion, and for the purpose I wonld
seleot o sovereign ns a familinr object,
Let us put one on-the ground and pils
upon it as many as will reach twenty feat
in height, then let us place numbers of
similar columns in close contact, form.
ing o straight line, and making a4 sort of
wall twenty feet high, showing only the
thin edges of the coin. Tmagine two
such walls running parallel to each other
and forming, o8 it were, a long street,
We must then keep on extending these
walls for miles—nay, hundreds of miles,
and still we shall be far short of the v
guired number. And it is not until wo
have extended our imaginary street to a
distance of 2386%; miles that we shall
have presented for inspecfion our one
billion of coins.

Or in lien of this arrangement wo may
place them flat upon the ground, form-
ing one continuous line like a goldeén
clinin, with every link in close contact,
But to do this we must pass over land
and sea, mountain and valley, desert and
plain, crossing the equator, and return-
ing wround the Southern hemisphere
through the trackless ocean, retrace our
way again aeross the equater, then still
on and on, until we again arrive at our
starting point, and when we have
thus passed s pgolden chain around
the hnge bulk of the earth, we
shull be but at the begin-
ning of our task. We must drag this
imaginary chain no less than 763 times
around the globe. If we can further im-
agine these rows of links Inid elosely
side by side, and every one in contact
with its neighbor, we shall have formed
a golden band aronnd the globe just 52
feat § inches wide, and this will repre-
sent onr one billion of coins. Huulll it
chain if laid in o straight line wonld ex-
tend a fraction over 18528 445 miles,
the weight of which if estimatod at one
quarter of an onnee to each sovereign,
would be 6,975 447 tons, and would re-
quire for their transportation no less than
2035 ships, each with a fall cargo of
4000 tons, Eventhen there would be a
residue of 47 tons, representing 64,081 -
20 sovereigns,

For n measore of height let us take a
wuch smaller nnit as onr measuring rod,
The thin sheots of paper on which these
lines are printed, if laid ont flab end
firmly pressed together, as in o well-
bound book, would represent a measure
of about the 13334 of an mneh in thick-
ness,  Let us seo how high o dense pile
formed by a billion of these thin paper
leaves would reach. 'We must, in im-
igination, pile them- vertically npward,
by degrees reaching to the height of
our tallest spires: and passing these, the
pile must grow higher and higher, top-
ving the Alps and Andes, and the
sighest peaks of the Himalayns, and
shooting up from thence through the
fleccy clonds, pass beyond the confines
of ounr atenuated atmosphere, wand
leap up into the blue ether of which
the universe is filled, standing prondly
up far beyond the reach of ull teres-
trial things; still pile on your thons-
auds and millions of thin leaves, for
we are only beginning to roar the
mighty mass,  Add millions on millions
of sheets, and thonsands upon of miles
ont these, and still the nomber will
laek its due amount. Let us paunse to
look at the neat plonghed edges of the
book before us, See how elosely lie those
thin flakes of paper, how many there
are in the mere width of a spun, and
then furn our eyes in imigination up:
wards to our mighty colnmn of accu-
mulated sheets. It now contains its
appointed number, and over one bil-
lion of sheets of the T¥mes superim-
posed upon each other, and pressed
into o compuact mass, has reached an
altitnde of 47 848 miles!

Thoese who have taken the troauble to
follow me thus fur will, T think, agree
with me that a billion is a fearful
thing, and that a few can appreciate
its reul value. As for quadrillions and
trillions, they are simply wonds, mere
words, wholly incapible of sdequately
impressing thomselves on the human
intelleet,

In a ecirens in Paris, T11., a2 suddenly
crazesd young lady ran into the ring, en-
| brnees] the elowr, and declared that he

must become her husband, The sudi-
|{~n--» said that it was the first original
joke they had beard in » cirens ring for
more than twenty years,

And now sixteen or seventeen new
stars and comets have been discovered.
If this thing isn't stopped pretty soon,
the yonng couple who sucsesded 1u find-
ing that particular star by Lalf Jrasl ten
won't be able to get home before mid-

(might. Give the children a rest.

| A ten-year-oll boy, boasting of his

father’s accomplishments, pat it thus
| “My father cun do almostanything. He'’s
e Notary Public, and he's an apothecary,
| and can pull teeth; he's a horse doctor,
{and can mend wagons and things, and

can play the fiddle; Le'ss jacknss at all
'| traddes.”

| “Is there an opening here for an in-
telloctual writer?' ssked a seedy, red
| nosed individnal of an editor. *“Yes, my
friend,” replied the man of guilis, "2
v-_m:h{:;-:u carpenter, foreseeing your
visit, an ing for you; turn the
knob bo the right” T




