Jem Blake had been shot dead in his
own doorway by Antoiio Gueldo, and
the trial was to come off directly.

The extraordinary interest in the affair
was loss due to the murder and its pecu-

liar cireumstances, than to the fact that
this was the first case triod at San Saba in
any more formal conrt than the time-
honored institution of Judge Lynch.
Jem had been & quiet man and a goed
neighbor, with & hund always ready to
help sny one who was out of luck, so
publio sentiment run pretty high against
Antonio. If the general inclination had
been followed—as, up to that time it al-
ways had-the last named gentleman

would bave found very scant opportu-
lt:'iz.li’o moke any romarks in his own

However, things wore advancing at
Ban Saba as a8 elsewhore, and it
wonldn't do to hang Antonio without &
Tﬂ trin, no matter Liow disagree-
ahle it might be to the peoplo at large.

8o ran the opinion expressed
J Pitblado, whose ideas on sne
n"fﬁ- were usnally secopted without
commaent.

Novertheless, thero was more than
one dissenter in the present instance.
to whom it was by no means clear that
there conld be any sense or profitin thus
boeating abont the bush.

“Bf Antonio's going to be hung, why
in — don't we bim?"

This was the pertinent query of Jake
Smith, the leader of the opposing fac-
tion, and his view of the question put
it in so clear a light that the judge
had great difieulty in impressing peo-

0 'ilb the uunvf‘;ﬁml. 1o said that

ings had gone on in an irregular
way long enongh, and here was a
chanoo to start the law in pmlp.-rly
and give it o fair show. Besides it
didn't mako any kind of differonce; An-
tonio had shot Jem, hadn’t he? Well,
then, what was the nse of taiklng? All
the Inry would have to do now, ia to
bring 1n & verdiet of guilty in the first

dogree, and there yon were all com-
fortable,

It was just the same thing in the
ond y.

“I tall yer," said the judge, who felt
the waight of his title, alboit the same was
one of sourtesy; "I tll yor, ther's
vothin' like doin’ a thing reg'lar, partik-
erlally when you know just how it's eom-
. a:lt: i ried hy

judge’s argumeont, suppo
lis influence, and incronsing bias at San
Saba in faver of more civilized views
sottlod the matter, and it was decided
that Antonio Gueldo should be tried be-
foro he wan hanged.

Asthere was no place spocially arrang-
ol for the coremonios, Judge Pitblado
hospitably offored the use of his shad,

are & rongh table and ehair wore

Incwd for the i‘ml',m, the other necossnry
arnitare, wtended to represent thedoo
the stand, ete, being oked ont with
hoxes from Rilas Baggett's grocery slore,

Jako Smith looked on st thess prepar-
utions for w tiwe with frowning discon-
twnt, apd then strollnd down  the rowd
and torned into the lane that led to
Dlake's,

Whon he reschod the door of the shan:
ty, ho leanod against the jamb and pok-
ol Lin naked bond inside, fanning him-
selfl in an embarrwssod way with his
greasy fragment of a hat, He had come
aomo there with the intention of saying
something, bt the sight within mude
lim f it

Blake's widow sat thoro, as she Lnd sat
'l’uw mnch all the time sinco the mur
der, staring straight before her, with her
ohin in hor palm. The sunlight struck
throngh the folinge of the rod onk trees
that grow before the door, and checkered
with flickering brightness the floor and
the eradle where Jom's baby was slesp-

ng.

%hnu it was, just as it hsd beon three
days ago; (could it bo only threo days?)
just as it had boon when she went out
that morning to look after the drying
olothed, and left him standing in the
doar by the eradle, (how fond ho was of
the babiv!) just as it was whon she heard
the ook of the pistol, and ran in with
un wwlal senso u} snffosating fright; just
the same as she hnd found him lying
uvun the oradlo, dabbling its white linen
with his blood, and the baby playing
with his hair, She soreamed onee, the
first and last complaint anyone Ll
heurd Lor make; then she was quiet and
helpful throngh it all; when the men
onmo and Lifted him up: when they laid
him out upon the rough bed in the other
room; when they carried him to his
grave, sho following with the baby in her
Wrms.

Jako Smith was trying to fiud the link
missing in his thonghts; he sniffed with
perplexity—or something—and Blakoe's
widow looked up without speaking. Jake
noddad plewuntly fonr or five times,

“Pooty chipper 1" wsked he,

Blake's widow smiled sadly, bent over
the sleoping child and smoothed tho
clothes with s tender touch,

“They're agoin’ ter try him in a
court,” Jake wout on, “an’ 1 don’t be-
liove—"

“Try who—Antonio ¥ She tnrnod to-
ward the burly figure in the door with u
flnsh of interost in her blaock eyes,

“You. The judge is makin' a conrt
out of hisshed. 1 hope it'll turn ont ull
right, but it seoms like givin' that Mexi-
ean devil & chunco e oughtn't ter have.”

“He oan't get clear, eann ho?" she
asked, rocking the eradle gently and pat-
ting the coverlet.

“1 don't see how, but he's got some
kind of alaw ouss to speak for him-—a
follor that stopped hore a day or two ago
on his way to Galveston, and it makes
mo kind o' pervous."”

Blake's widow did not appear to notice
tho last remeark, for the ohuld, disturbed
by the talking, had awskened and sat up
in his cradle with & wondering look,

“Pooly, sin't he?" sid Jake, reganl-
i the small figure with intorest,
¢ jost liko—ahem!-you. Poor
little—I—n—" he stammored awd troated
his hat liko & mortal enetay. **Of conrse
he's had-—you've got—ther ain't nothin’

counld do fur be ¥*
e el with & meudédil Jook, buk
was sccompanied by a shake of the

sive word, which

5:“.:'}%«».1. with the exelamation
“Wall, some women do best h—-1
amazin'."”

Of course everybody came to the trial,
The arrangements wers soon found to be
altogether too . Pitblado's shed
was filled to ng, and nq;ﬁu
made a clean sweep of every empty box
A otonio's] harp-eyed, sharp-

o's lawyer, wsharp-eyed,
featured fello:y from Galveston, had
bustled about with ln:rriling ngility on
the day previons, holding mysterious
conference with ill-conditioned fellows
of Guoldo's kiduey. )

Jake Bmith was highly dissatisfled,and
even the judge was heard to utter some
misgivings; however, by the time the
proceedings had mfly commenced he
gained confidence,

The conrt wasassembled, the jury had
been chosen, and the witnesses were all
prosent save one—DBlake's widow,

Protty soon there was a stir at the door;
then n murmur of surprise ran through
the crowded room,

audibly, “if she hasn't bronght the
buby!'

What reason she may have had for not
leaving the little thing in charge of some
sympathizing woman—and there were
plenty who would have been glad of the
trust—was not appurent; however, that
might be, there it was elasped firmly in
Lier arms, its bright red choek contrast-
ing with her whiteness, und its father's
sunny hair mingling with ber dark
locks,

With some dificulty she moved throngh
the throng to her seat, which had been
placed on one side of the judge, directly
opposite the candle-box on the other,
where Antonio sat.  She took her place
and never moved during the whole of
the trial, excepting us she was required
to tostify, and once when the baby
tugged at some glistening thing that Iny
hi:ﬁan in the folds of her dress, at
which she took pains to attract its at-
tention with & chip from the floor.

As for the baby it sat there with its
big, blue eyes open to their fullest ox-
tant, entirely alworbed in the noyel
scenn, save at tho moment when that
irresistible glitter eaught its oye.

Evory one being now present, the trinl
went on in good earnest. A number of
witnessos were examined, whose testi-
mony allowed thut Gueldo had had
trmnl‘;ln with Blake, and more than onee
threatened his lifo; that Gueldo's pistol
wis one charge short on the evening of
the day of the murder, whoreas in the
morning it had been full; that he waa

and more than all that Blake's widow il

shot, and had seen his robreating form as
sho ran in.

At this last point the Galvestou lawyer
sked the witness s fow guostions re-
garding how she knew it was Gueldo,
aridd hiow she had recognized the voice for
his, Bhe didn't know how exactly, but
was none the less sure for that.

There had been a rumor abont that
soue one had heard Autonio make n
boast of having “done for Blake this
time,” but if there wero a witness for
this b conld not be found now.

And so the prosecution closed,

The Ualveston lawyer began by in-
volving in s whirlpool of hopeloss con-
tradiction, the witness who had sworn to
having seen Gueldo near Blake's house,
Theu he expinted on the ease with which
one person may be mistakon for anothor,
and brought a witness to show how
Ciueldo bad already been said to resemble
some one in the village, Finally, Lie
wodnoed three of the illwwonditioned
ellows before referred to, who swore
that Antonio was with them on a hunt-
ing expodition during the whole of the
day on which the wmurder was com-
mitted.

It was n clear case of aiibi. Jake
Smith's astonishment at the case with
whioh the thing had been accomplished
wis nnbounded. Ho throw a disgusted
look townrds Pitblado, but the jndge was
nonplussad, and didn't soem o be inter-
osted with things in Jake's vicinity,

There was a panse before Pithlado gave
his charge, and when he rose his face
was rather blank.

“Gentlomen of the jury,” said  ho,
“things has took a turn 1 dido't alto-
gether expee’, 1 don't Kknow ns there's
muech to be said, 1 a'pose you've got to
go by the evidence, and that don’t vewd
any explanatin’, Ef you kin wake out
necordin® to that, that Antonio Gueldo
killed Jom Blako, why, just recolleet,
that's what yer here fur,”

Tho jury filed ont, and the expectant
andionce ocenpiod itsolf with tobaeco
and whisperad comments,

Juke Smith fidgeted about on his box,
and cast Anxious glnl‘w through the
open door, towards the clump of nopals
where the jury were deliberating.

Antonio talked and langhed in an un-
dertons with his counsel, and Blake's
widow sat staring at them with com-
llm-ml lips, snd n strong expression of
detorminstion coming into her face.

It wasn't long bofore the jury filed in
agnin, wll seating themselyves excopt the
spokesman, and Judge Pitbaldo  rose,
wiping his forehead with lhis shirt
ﬂll"“'l'.

“Straightened it out, have yor?" hLe
asked, nodding to the spokesmun,

The wman nodded slowly in return.

“Wal, lo's have it then"”

“Yor see,” said the nlu-kmmm, with o
hesitating and disappointed uir, *'of yer
hadn't a corealled us with stickin' ter the
evidenoe we might a done better, bat e
cordin’ ter that, Antonio wasn't thar
when the morder was done, and ef he
warn't thar, he conldn't a done it, an' of
ho didn't do it, why—then—of vourse
he's—not guilty.”

Pithlado didn't dare to look at any-
body; he stared ap at the rafters —down
at the table —nowhore in partionlar; and
then turned (half-way towards Antonio,
“You kin go,” said ho, speaking with
great deliberstion, “but 1 wouldn't stay
round here mm."

There was a pauso for & minute,

and nobody moved.

Jake Smith exploded asinglo expros-
‘o had held i.L for some

timeo past, and Blaka's widow stood up.
“Have you got through, Judge?”

"".ll"x-—l'pﬂ 0"

“May I be d——d," said Juke Smith, | tary

soon that morning sround Blake's house, |

heard Gueldo's voice just before the fatal |

*And there's nolll” more to be

“I'm afraid ther sint,"

“And he's free to go?"

“Yon-nen" :

Antonio Gueldo rose with an insolent

grin, and picked :!p his hat.
imby crowed, for it saw the glitter-
again.
wis & report-—Antonio

itehed forward in a

ml&aﬂwr
, the pistol
pressed to her breast,

A line of thin bine smoke eurled u
from the mnzzle of the mou
formed a halo aronnd the child’s flaxen
head. The glittering wis quite
near the little hands now, and they took
it from the yielding of the mother.

Blake's widow looked steadily st the
figure on the floor—it was quite motion-
less—then ahe turned, :lm% “ﬁt tl;)ruu h
the wide passage o 'or her by the
silent crowd; haldg: the baby very ten-
derly, and the baby earr tha pistol.

The child langhed with delight; it had
got its shining plaything af last.

An Eccentrle Nobleman.

John, the late Duke of Montagu, on »
certain occasion, ns was the fashion of
the nobles and fops of his time, observed
a middle-aged gentloman in & half-mili-
garb, decidedly the worse for wear,
but excesdingly neat and precise. withal
in the cut and arrangement of his dress,
And it so happened that two or three
days running he noticed the poor gentle-
man walking st the same hour of the day,
in the same place, with a grave and sol-
omn step, ¢ face ovidently full of earv,
Becoming interested in the gentleman's
appearance, the Duke cansed mquiries to
be made about him, and with dificnlty,
through one of his gentlemen, found out
some fitllo portion of his private history.
He was a gentleman from one of the
northern ounties, who in early life lhad
solil his estate in order to purchase a
commission, and had served with dis-
tinction, or at all events with credit, in
more thau one foreign country, but was
now placed of necessity on hali-pay, by
reason of the conclusion of peace. He
learned further that the poor officer L
# wife and o family down in Yorkshire
then nearly & woek distant from the me-
tropolis—to whom he sent regularly half
of {zin pay, while he supported himself in
poor lodgings near Charing Oross npon
the rest, living from day to day in the
hope that he might somehow or other ob-
tain an office under the Government or
fromw the Horse Giuards, which would add
n little to his income. The Duke, having
pssured himself thal the veteran was
worthy of relief, determined to make him
quite happy in & way of his own; so he
sent his servant with a polite invitation
for him to come and dine with His
Girhee ot Montagu House in Whitelall
The unfortunate officer sturted in annee
ment, ws well ke might, at first thinking
it n joke until ho saw the ducal erest on
the top of the seal of the note.  He soon,
however, suficiently recovered his self-

yousession to reply that he thanked the
ke for his kinduoess, and wonkd oley
Lis sumuions at the day and honr named
by him.  Not the less, iowever, was he
lost in wonder how the Duke had found
him ont, and still more why he had cho-
son thns to honor him.  When the doy
fixed for the Jdinner arrived the officer
appeared at Montagu House, where the

uke received him with every sign of
courtesy und even respoet.  And when he
expressod his surprise at being o honor-
ad, the Duke took him quictly nside and
told him, with anair of great gravity and
secrecy, that he had a particnlar reason
for his condunet w the matter. *To tell
you the plam trath” said His Gruce,
there is in my louse & lady, who lias
often soen you, and who has become so
wuch interested i you and your for-
tunes that she very much wishes for a
personal interview with vou, and Lam
anxious, for rewsons of my own, to
full in with her wishes,
she is & most worthy and oxcellent Indy,
and I think, between you and me, that
she looks upon you with no slight re.
gard,”  The poor officer on this began to
foel o little alwrmed, for he did not like
the ides of being handed over to the ten-
dor mercies of a steange lady —a marriod
mnn, too, as ho was, and with children
to boot, In his perplexity and distress,
therefore, he bogan to mutter lids fears
that “really there must be somo mis
take;” and wdded, “some one or othor
lias been trying to impose on Your
Cirnee, or else on meo,  The fact is that 1
have u wifo down in Yorkshire, and she
is the only person for whom I eare or
ever dil care, sl I know of no lady be
side hor who has a right to feel suy keen
iberest in me."”

“Never mind,” ‘replied the good-
natured Doke, “no harm shall happen to
yon; ouly just follow me inte the next
apartment, my good friend.” And with
these words he led his guest into w
sumptuous dining-room, into which he
no sooner entered than he saw his own
wife wnd his three rosy, countrified chil-
dren, for whom the Duke had sent down
into Yorkshire, and whom he lad
brought up to the great metropolis to
meot him. At first he felt not only por
plexed, bat alsrmed; for were they his
wife and children, or only their glosts
and wraiths? A closer inspection, how-
over, soon re-assured him that the ol-
jects of his love and affection were pres.
ent before him in the tlash; and before
the third course of the dinner wus aver
the party was as happy and merry as
conld be. The officer was invited and
l:nmuul to stay the night st Montagu
Touse, instead of returning to his Jdingy
and uncomfortable lodgings, and to
spend a day or two with his wife and
children there before going back howme.
He did so, and exprossed his deop sense
of geatitade for the hospitality so kindly
und noexpectedly shown to him, A fow
mornings afterwand, when he was pack-
ing up his traps pn-'lurutnr}- to his des
parture, the Duke called the poor officer
into his study and presented him with a
logal document which secursd to him a
comfortable annuity for life, remarking
at the samo time that be nead really fee
no hesitation in accepting it. *‘Yom
must know,” said His Grae, with a
smile, I am trying, though rather late
in life, porhaps, to do the best I can
with my money, of which I have far
more than 1 know what to do with; and
I assure you that I should not have done
whal I have done in respoct of yourself
if I had known hot else, or where else, I
could have found more pleasure and
satisfaction from my outlay.”

In winter the mercury becomes low by

degrees and beautifully less.§

Upon my soul |

‘lﬁeu::lo the

g

arrested the rt

ann ptlbluhesj'm 5 gut the
manner in the case was “worked
ap” remains to be told, A large amonnt
or the counterfeit coin has been in eir-
enlation in that vicinity for some time,
but a olue was finally let fall by s con-
viet who was on his way to Auburn pris-
on, which wis followed up. The “queer”
wis traced to David Bonnell, a former
wellto-do eitizen of Oswego county,
who hns been ont of State prison a year

Las been none of the best. For a time
he was elosely watched, and consequent-
ly, when the case grew sufficiently strang,
an amatenr detective, whose name is con-
cealod, was sworn in as a United States
detective. In an nnsonght interview with
Bonnell, the new special deteotive com-
plained of poverty, and stated be wanted
to make some money—he didn't care how.
Bonnell was very shy at first, but finally
sold him some of the ecounterfeit coin ut
i) cents on the dollar.  This the detec-
tive got rid of, and then he went to Bon-
nell for more. By this means he got
completely into Bonuell's confidence.
Then the United States anthorities took
a hand, and M. D. Van Horn of the
secrot service went to Boonell, repre-
u-ntjng himself to be a patent right man
from Canada, who wanted to buy a patent
“jack,"” territory for which Bonnell was
advertising. Van Horn finally told Bon-
nell that the juck affair was a blind, and
that he was operating in the “qneer,”
and that by profession he was a ““cracks-
man,” relating many of his exploits,
Between them a plan was matured to
blow the safe of a prominent business
house, and the deed was aotaally secom-
plished, though it had been arranged
they were to be frightened off before it
cotld take place, an srrangement which
failed, however, for some reason. This
completely allayed any suspicions Bon-
nell may have had, and the result was
that he disclosed to Van Horn that
“queer” was being made at the house of
Lafayette Ingersoll, in the yicinity of
Oswego. Van Horn was introdneed into
that honse, and a few purchases of the
counterfeit coin gave lim the ran of the
place, where he witnessed the operations
of the family, all of whom were engaged
in the work in some eapacity or another.
Van Horn then introduced Gilbert B.
Perkins, chief operator of the United
States Seeret Service, as a pnl, and both
mude purchases and were mtroduced to
| & man named Revuolids, who was one of
| the gung with the Ingersolls, but who
[ was also “shoving” counterfeit grecn-
| backs, Finally, last Monday night it was
divected by the United States officials
| that the case was vipe, and the trap wis
wecordingly sprung on ‘[uesday evening,
| with the result alrendy told, the whole
| gang being taken in the act, while Bon-
{ nell was arrested in Oswego while nego-
[ tinting o sale of counterfeit coin which
he had in his possession with his sup-
posed “pal,” Van Horn.  In all fourteen
wrrests were made, and about 850 worth
of property seized. Van Horn seems to
Lave played his part of counterfeiter and
burglar so well that even the police of
that city had been “shadowing” him, be-
lioving him to be really what he seemed,

~Rochester Undon.

Some Results of Tidal Frietlon.

l (i, H. Darwin has just contributed to
Natwre the last of u series of papers giv-
ing the results of a wathematical investi-
gation into the action of tidal friction on
the configuration of a planct and satel-
lite, and especially on the earth and
moon. Among other results he finds
that the earth and moon were initially in
vontact, the moon alwaye opposite the
same faco of the earth, or moving very
slowly relatively to the earth’s uxis, the
whole system rotating in from two to
forr hours about an axis inclined to the
normal of the geliptic at an angle of 11
deg. 45 min., or somewhat less, and the
moon moving in & cireular orbit, the
plane of which is nearly coincident with
the earth's equator, This initinl con-
figuration, says Mr. Darwin, suggests
that the moon was prodaced by the rup-
ture, in consoquence of rﬂi‘ill rotation or
other eauses, of a primeval plabet whose
mass was mude up of the present earth
and moon. The two bodies have been
brought into their present confignration
by the action of tidal friction.

The process by which the tidal aetion
brings ubout changoes of the configuration
of planet and satellite is the destruction
of energy (or rather its partial conversicn
into heat within the planet and partial
re«distribotion) and tho transferrence of
angular momentum from that of plane
tary rotation to that of orbital revolution
of the two bodies sbout their common
oenter of inertin. This change takes
place more rapidly in small bodies than
in large ones,  Mars is the smallest of
the planets, with moons, and it is here
alone that a satellite is found revolving
faster than the planet rotates. This will
be the nltimate fate of our moon., Be
fore, however, this takes place, the moon
mnst reomde to an enormous distanoe
from the earth, and the earth mast rotate
in forty or fifty days, instend of twenty
four hours.  But the satellites of Mars
are 50 small that they only recede & short
way from the planet before the solar
tidal  friction reduces  the lllntlrl'h
rotation below the satellite’s ravolution

a revolution which may in n sense be
considered as a momorial of the primi-
tive revolution of Mars itself around its
0w AXIS,

A new species ui plant is called the
“baby plant.” Inside its calyx is a tiny
figure that looks like a baby, but there 1s
no furthor resemblance. It ecannot
squall, Kiek and yell like a baby, neither
can it croon and erow like one of these
little pink darlings; but weshould mther
have it in the house s far ns & good
night’s sleep is concerned.

A Chicagoan has anoounced that hs
has  discovered a process by which
illuminating gns can be from
water. The Chicago people are ready to
believe in il, as they have an ides that
water must have been made for some-
thing or other.

taken | P°

and a half, and whose veputation lately | P

Stories of an Epleure.

Grimod de ls Reyniere, the noted
French epicure, was 8 lawyer by pwfe:;
sion, but abandoned mﬁ' wmhin tos

i for preventing
ﬁ'm hwmanpol his choice. At his
carliest receptions, on the arrival of
, their swords,
elivered to the custody
who then removed & P
nded across the entrance to the dining-
until all were ssscmbled, when 1t
was carefully replaced, ns & hint that no
one would be allowed to depart withont
the permission of the host. In the cen-
ter of the salle a manger Wik & crenlar
mahoguny table, sarronnded by chairs
of eqnal size, with the exception of one
slightly higher for the president of the
day. Onthe walls were mau_nlm[ in
gofden letters certain regulations im-
posed by the amphi

on, to which those
resent were oxpected to conform.

room,

Ex-
actly at o quarter past 12, Grimod de Ia
Reyniere mado his appearance, followed
by two servants, one bearing a pile of
bread and butter in slices, and the other
jugs of coffee and milk, of which nutri-
tious beverage, sccording to the riles,
cach person was bound to drink at least
eighteen or ut most twenty-two cups;
whoever first sttained the latter number
being elected President.  When the sup-
ply was exhausted, an enormons girloin
wis brought in, and, after having been
earried thrice round the table with great
solemnity, was placed before the Presi-
dent, and by him portioned ont to the
company, At the conclusion of this
primitive repast the conversation became
generul, literary matters were diseussed,
and new booke eriticised, until, at a sig-
uul given by the host, the iron bar was
once more removed, swords and canes
were restored to their owners, and the
party separated. )

Thus far the *‘philosophic breakfasts”
were, to say the least, eccentric, and the
reverse of epicnrean; but little by little
they underwent a refining process, the
coffes ordeal was abolished, and delica-
cies of every kind were substituted for
the ponderons surloin.

One repast consisted of no less than
nine courses, each preceeded by two
flute-players, and served by a rrr.masalon
of white-robed attendants. The guests,
twenty-two in number, were either ndvo-
cates or men of letters; and when the de-
sert was placed on the table, the publie
were admitted to a gallery commanding
a view of the entire scene. The snccess
of this essay induced Grimold to repeat
it. On another occasion the Count
d’Artois was present incognito, and ut
last so enormous were tho expenses at-
tending these festivitics, that the lu Rey-
niere family beeame alarmed, and deecid-
ed on checking the prodigalities of the
enterfainer by the summary process of
stapping the allowance hitherto made to
him. "Thus deprived of the sinews of
war, Grimold coneeivel the ingenious
llmjt\t't of bringing his f.ther to reason
sy openly deslaring his insolvent posi-
tion, nnd by soliciting from his friends
and acquantenanees the loun of small
stims to relieve what hie termed his press-
ing necessities. Profiting by the privil-
oge he still enjoyed of using the equip-
nges of the “fernier general,” he one ilil’\'
repaired to the house of an especial inti-
mute, nnd in the course of conversation
offerad Lim n seat in his earriage, volun-
teering to tuke him wherever he wished
to go. The proposal was socepted, and,
after piloting his companion throngh va-
rious parts of the city, he finally depos-
ited lim at the Palais de Justice, and on
bidding him farewell, reminded him that
he owed him & crown.

“What for?” was the other’s natural
inquiry.

“For three hours' drive,™ cooly replied
Grimod. ““This is my faere, and it is
no more than just that I should receive
my fure.”

His friend treated the matter as an ex-
cellent joke; paid the erown, and repeat-
od the joke to every one he met; so that
it soon reached M. de la Reynierc's ears,
and the embargo on the allowance was
withdrawn,

el

The Ways of London Beggars.

Parulysis is often imitated, and se

closely that there is no detecting the im-
position, A fellow is directed how to
hang the elbow, twist the wrist, and
drop the fingers of one arm, sud drag
the vorresponding log limply after him,
ccunterfeiting & paralytic stroke to the
life. I have seen one drilled up to thé
proper business mark by marching him
ronnd und round a beggar's kitchen for
hours at a stretch, and night after night,
This is continned until the patient ean
bear a sharp and unexpécted prick with
a needle, or even the touch of a hiot iron,
without relapsing into his normal atti-
tude.  Not many vears ago one of these
mock lmml‘\'livn, who was neenstomed to
throw off his seeming infirmity and play
the burglar by way of rhx'mg:-, Wwiis
caught in the very act of breaking intoa
house, amnd committed for trinl.  Hore
he got up such a semblanco of hopeless
mrnlysis a8 deceived everybody, When
iis triwl came be was carried to the conrt
on o stretcher, and laid at full length in
the dock.  Everybody, including the
jndge and jury, commiserated his case,
and he escaped with one year's imprs-
onment instead of u long term of penal
servitude,

The doctor of the prison to which the
conviet was next teansferred felt sure
that the whole thing was a sham, and
tried all the ordinary methods of (etes
tion, ineluding liberal use of the galvanie
battery, but without effect. At length
a great heap of damp straw was collected
in the jail yard, and the scoundrel, still
stretched on his pallet, which he naver
quitted, was placed thereon. The straw
was fired on all sides, throwing ont o
little flame and dense colnmn of choking
smoke, This did the business, and
quickly too.  In less than & minute the
paralyzed man astonished everybody but
the doetor by bounding out nu.mng ‘them
with t‘hrs agility of a deer, “The game
is ap,” he exclaimed with & laugh, when
he hid done conghi ng—adding, in s tope
of trinmph, “Anyhow, I have diddled
the law out of six years.” The torture
such [m;:}‘in infliot on themselves for
::'Ih: al n;ontlha ot & time, and volun-

¥, in & J —
it mply ueredible.— London

Daniel 8. Helton, & Bapti
of Roane County, Tm!:‘ﬁ f:m’
had sixtesn sons in the [‘.mm'm, posy
two in ‘b Conf ﬁk‘m, and says: uu,
sympathies were with the Union by four=
teen majority.” . -

ing n coup
market, and before the bargain
cluded the two became quite
the | and the farmer said he

his mind to communicate,
boye had a passion for
was desirous of becoming an actoy,
idea was so strong on him that he
come worthlessaround the farm, and gp,
father was in & peck of trouble
how to tuin the boy's thoughts
footlights to the Plow.

him see how foolish it is?" su
father, and the eitizen x

;]::undlmﬂn
of hens of a

1.
hrmd? h‘@

Wi con.
friendly,

One h‘:
theatrieals,

FE

had be.

to knoy
from the
*“'Spose I send him to you, and '
you make fun and ridim’:ln im and oy
the

As a result of their planning, the
walked into the eitizen's place of byl
ness, on Congress street East, next mopy,
ing. The futher had called llinuho,
bt he weighed about 160 pounds, stood
nearly six feet high, and he had a pair of
hands as large as the chromo of the yo.
somite Valley. His arrival was expeoted
and after a few words about the weathy
the citizen qneried:

“So you think you would make uy 4.

tor, eh ?"
“Yes, I kinder think 80®" was {he e

Iy.
P Whiat tine wonld you take?"

“Well, I kinder like tr al;."

“Tragedy! Why, you um'ﬁ:lnlmwm
in tragedy! Look st your hands! Laok
at those feet! Remewmber your vojge)
You'd be hissed off the stage, Doy
never think of tragedy.”

“How would I do in drama?" askeq
the boy.

“Not at all. In the first place your
cars are too large. Then your lieel
stick out too far, Then yonr handg
would hide half the other actors. Dop}
try the drama, for you will be a desd
failure.” .

“Could I do auything in comedy?"

“Not a thing. The gight of yon i
comedy would be the sime as the sight
of nhearse on the stage. All the faeiy
uzpn:.aniuu that you have is behind your
CRTS.

“I've thought some of being a nigger
minstrel,” observed the boy, after s
long silence.

“That's tho worst of all. I tell yon,
boy, you'd better stick to the farm, You
are not cut ont for an sctor, and you
want to drop the idea." :

“Couldn't I nct as usher?”

“No, sir; yon are too stiff in the
knees,"

“Conldn't I take tickets?"

“Never!" Yonr hunds are too big for
that work."

“(ouldn't I =hift scenes?"

“No; you are too hig and unwieldy"

There was n long and painful silonos,
Then the boy rose up and said:

“Well, I'm bound to go into theatr-
eals. If I can’t be anything else, I'll be
the feller that stands at the door to raise
a row, and I'll begin on you! Come over
here!"

He haunled the adviser over the table,
olutehed him by the small of the back
aud spun him around, slammed him
aronnd, and dropped him to get o better
hold. When the ecnrtain rose on the
next act there was a strictly private cop-
versation going on between ‘‘Humlet"
and the ghost, and the ghost's cont was
ripped up the back and his collar tom
open, Then “Hamlet" suddenly des
manded, in o lond voice:

';(’atiﬂ' ! do you declare that I cannot
m‘.t.‘l

Then the ghost dodged around the
table and replied;

“No, I don't! You are all right—yun
are s splendid actor—yon can't help but
win!"

“And you'll tell my father so?"

“I will; you bet, T willl”

“If you don't—"

Here “Humlet" took three steas fors
ward, two baek; scowled his fiercest, and
the ghost jumped behind the stove, and
howled that he'd even pay 850 for s pri-
vate hox on the night of the debnut,

“"Tis well,"” said *““Hamlet;" and he
went over to the market to see if he
eonld sell throe pecks of onion sats for
onsh down,—Detroit Free Press,

By Tuee Fossus—Two large fossil
trares ire now on their way to Washington
fromithe western part of New Mexico, de-
signed for the new National Museum.
General Sherman, while on his tour of ine
spection to the military posts of New
Mexico, examined some of the large
petrifications which abound in the viein-
ity of Fort Wingate, and he was xo much
impressed with the viloe of these sped
mens that he decided to have them
brought to Washington and placed in
front of the Nationul Museum, The t®o
specimens referred to will each weigh
several tong; they will serve as conspic-
nons representations of the ancient fora
of the region from whence they came.
Ihe entire country surrounding the spot
where these fossil trees are soabundant is
at the present duy utterly destitute of
vegetation, save a fow pinions and other
stnnited trees, which are of little or no
use, This was not the case in times long
pust, for the two immense specimens Dow
en route to Washington, according (0
Generdl Sherman’s acrtount, were not
alone. The country is literally covered
with the remains of an ancient forest,
representing a great quantity of vege
tation, and establishing the fact beyond
doubt that this entire country, which s
now ouly inhabited by a few tribes of
Paeblo Indians and covered all over with
evidences of extinet tribes, and which 18
destitute of vegetation, and so arid that
there ix no inducement to the settler, wis
once a  tropical conntry, abnndantly
supplied with tropical frnts and vegela-
tion. Cieneral Sherman is much interested
in the preservation of such specimens,
and enconrages every one connected with
the army 1o make collections in 8ll
branches of science,—[ Washington Cor.
Daltimore Sun.

“Ma,” said a thoughtful boy, ‘I
don't think Solomon was so rich us they
say he was. “Why, my dear, what
could have put thatinto your besd’
“Why, the Bible says he slept with 1
fathers; snd I thiniY if he had been &0
rich, he would have had a bed of Lis
own.

h.&ike many other ‘Enbiia men, (‘Alcrﬁf:
a strong antipathy to reporters.
undlohnngerforle{nhoehdrilsﬂ“
of them up.

1879 will be remembered in England
a2 & wet and almost sunless season.
have to look back many years to reca

one & bad.




