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SERMON
PREACHED BY REV. J. T. WOLFE,
PASTOR OF THE M. E. CHURCH,
AT THE FUNERAL OBSEQUIES OF
MRS, LETTY ANN HOLLOWAY,
JANUARY 27, 1878.

“No man dieth to himself."—Rom. 14, 7.

The drift of the Apostle in this
chapter was toward the correction of
harsh judgments against those whose
opinions and practices do not agree
with ours,

Judaism had fallen into great hard-
ness of spirit and adherence to for-
mality before the coming of Jesus,
and that eold Judmsm, like certain
vegetable growths, seemed most dif-
ficult to eradicate trom the field ok
the world, And, dear friends, it 18
the spiritual nut-grass. It prevails in
Christendom. It is the occasion of
the heart-burnings and guarrels and
persecutions of christian seo:s. The
fact 18, it is the cause of sectarianism.
The breaking away of seets is on
some question ‘“of doubtful disputa-
tion,” such as the Jewish Sabbaths,
baptisms, meats, temple service, and
things of that sort, not one ol which
is worth an hour’s thought, being old
Jewish forms which were admirable
in their first intent. but afterward be-
came hard and empty, and were
abolished by Jesus.

Nevertheless, there were those in
the Christian society in the city of
Rome who were still afflicted with
the rigidity of Judaism, and desired
Lo keep the ritualism of the old form
of religion with the doctrines of the
new, to pour the new wine of christi-
anity into the old bottles ot church-
ism. They would be hard on the
brethren who were using the liberty
of the gospel.

It was in human nature to retort
by charging the Jewish converts with
“formalism” and “resting in the let:
ter.”

No feuds, dear friends, seem so bit-
ter as those which are fonght over no
material issue, Ol course if the Jew

0 IRome teared that he might, throngh

ignorance, buy at the shambles or eat

at o friend’s table meat that had been

oftered to an idol, and theretore chose
to confine himsell to nuts and figs, as
many of them did, it would be un

reasonable to find fanlt with him.

It was & comlort to him, and did

not interfere with other people, nor
with his religious principles. But he
must not endeavor to force his meth-

ods on his brethren. It they chose
to make no distinetion, and their
principles were not _shaken by a pro-
miscuous eating of vegetables and

meats, why shou'd the Jewish brother
interfore ¥ And vet, nntil they be-

come thoroughly imbued with the
spirit of liberty, men will insist apon

conformity, We shall never be rid

of this temper until we come 1o see
the relation of each manto God as
settling the questivn of his relation to
his fellowmen,  Our mistake is in re-

versing this process. We determine
+ man’s relution to God by his rela.

tion to ny. If he be in conformity to
our views, if he follow us, if he ad-

here to our clique, if he espouse and

rigorously maintain our dogmas, he
i« right with God because he is right
with us.

Partisanship makes punity. If he
gerves us, of course he serves God!
If e was against us, of course he was
an enemy of God. And so, when a
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man dies after having been blaspliem
ous and obscene and a neglecter of
God and a promoter of evil, it be have
served a party faithfully, that party
will preach him 10to heaven and paint
pictares ot his reception among the
b essed and immortalize him 1n stat-
nes, while the party sgainst which
his talents were liif&(‘.‘lt‘d believe that
the man went straightway to hell, it
there be a hell, and if there be not,
that the existe ce of such characters
as the deceased would justify the ex-
istence of a place of torment in the
world beyond the grave.

It is, dear friends, to correct this
violence of jadgment and this wrong
me:hod of judging that the Apostle

'|I’un1 writes this argument.

Esch man is the servant of God.
It a man realize that fact so thor-
oughly that it contrcls lus life, so
that he becomes convineed that he
does not live to himsell and does not
die Limself, the whole selfishiness of

With new material, all round. Resetting old shoes
§ Cents.
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e ol Fu?ﬁ‘ﬁﬂ{fa |beaven becsuse that thundering chor-,

religion disappears,
'Ig:ero is lﬂh a thing as selfishness
in religion. A man may be so intent
‘on saving himself as to have no re-
ard for God beyond the use that
jod isto him, no sympathy with the
suffering of Jesus beyond the atoning
influence of His sacrifice oo this

- | apecial Christisn’s personal salvation,

no particular sdmiration of hesven
beyond she comfort which the thought
of it gives him now sod the good he
hopes to get out ol it hereafter.

'R‘e salvation of others may be a
| happy incident in the fature bistory
'of this selfish Cbristisn, and he is
willing to see heaven crowded be-
|canse it most be 3 better sight than
an empty heaven; and he is willing
| to have countless millions singiog in

us will be so much more glorious than
if his solitary harp and voice made
the only music in eternity, But that
in all his selfishness sees in the salva-
tion of others,

Such & Christian would very natu-
rally be very impatient with any op-
position to his judgment and any de-
viation from his religious practices,
He judges all his fellowmen, and
specislly all his fellow-christians, as
[they “stand” or “fall” to him.

But Paul vehemently asks, “Who
art thon that judgest another man’s
servant ! To his own Master he stand-
ath or falleth.” And you are not his
master | nor are you his slave; be be.
longs to God; you belong to God;
he does not live to himselt; youdo
not live to yourself; he does not die
to himself; you do not die to your-
self, “For none of us liveth to him.
self, and nguman dieth to bimself; for
whether t& live, we live unto the
Lord, and whether we die »e die un-
to the Lord ; whether, therefore, we
live or die, we are the Lords”

Dear friends, this great troth does
two things for us. First—It breaks
up our selfishness, We neither live
nor die to ourselves. We are unot,
theretore, to turn every siream into
the reservoir of our persoral inter-
ests and wishes, We are not to lead
every man to our way of thinking.
We are uot to hold every man to our
standard. Every man is to be turned
to God.

tudes,

If we do not accomplish everythiog
for onrselves we are doing something
always for another, and that other is

forsake His own. Our life is thus ge-
vare,
and there is a gran

the life of God.

to consummations the most sublime.

It is perhaps more easy to perceive
and [aul that our lile 18 not altogeth:
er our own than it is to perceiye and
feel that our death is not altogither
our own, 1o human obsaryation it
would seem that nothing so specially
belongs Lo the self of s man, and so
little to any ono else, as his death,

man's history,

Along all the ways ol lite he may
have a companion, in all the sorrows
and joys of life he may have one who
sympathises,

step to the music of humanity.

It is the most solitary faot in ench | gl 0ice as to the time.

apon him, But the fatal blow falls.
He sinks, to die. Heis not dead;
but crown, and wife, and child, and
country, and fame bave all vanished
from the brain that was full of them.
The artillery thuuders past bim, and
he hears not. The cavalry gallop
over him, and he heeds not. He is
alone in the dense oentre of massed
troops, alone, all alone.

In the heart of iotense life, in the

core of intense astivity, de: th sweeps
a place for the man to lie down and
die in.
No, we cannot have companion or
bride in death. The busband and
wife on the burning deck may lash
themselves together, striving to make
themswlves one, and clasp each the
other in the last embrace of fondest
love, and leap together into the sea;
but down there, in the waves, heart
to beart, and cheek to cheek] each
dies as lonely as it the other werea
thousand leagues away. They can-
not die together. A moment comes
when the bodily embrace is forgotten
in a tolitary wrestle, down in the
dark waters, with the personal iate,
A mine may cave in on a bundred
workmen and mash them together so
closely that they become ove com-
pact mass of flesh and bone, and yet
cach of the hundred dies as solitary
and alone as it he were the only one
buried alive.

To human imagination nothing
secms 8o indescribably and solemnly

Second—It takes away our solici|and awfully lonely as the act and fact

of dying.

To save us from the breathless
terror of this isolation, our most boly
faith comes in with St. Paul's assur-

And

toe Lord, We are His. He will not | gnee, “No man dieth to himself”

That breaks the solitude.

There is a diguiw iu living | then it adds, “If we die, we die unto
eur in dying. the Lord,"

Our whole existence is identified with | hopa to the things beyond the grave.
| All of our opera|u
tions are wrought into His greit|Lords” That sanctifies all activity
work of carrying the world forward |44 411 aspiration.

That binds the human

hether we liye or die, we are the

Looked at from this side the death-
fact is the loneliest; looked at from
the other side, it 1s the most cheering.
We can now, dear friends, contem-
plate the assertion which St. Paaul
makes of every Christian man, “No
man dieth to himsell,” in several as-
ects which may make the study
profitable, First of all we have no
We cannot
say, “I will stay in the field and labor
in the vineyard so long, and then I
will go to my rest in my home.”
We cannot engage to serve 8o long
and then cease, We need not be

In all the walks of life he keeps|,, xiousto live toa good old age or

be desirous of departing early. It is

But when he comes to die heis|q very morbid thing in young people

separated.  He is alone. Hels bear-| 5 with 1o pass from buman seivi:
ing o burden which none can share. | ieq iy early life,

He is fighting a battle, single handed,

It was a fond and foolish ndaqe of

in the dark, in & vacaum in which | e ancients, *Whom the Gods ic ye

clashing steel can give no sound.

Whom the Lord

die young.”

Or, to change the figure, he has|)yeq live out all their days. These

sailed out.
loosened.

The anchors have been lifted.

The cables have been days may be fow; then  they are

early with the Lord, They may be

He | many ; then they are crowned with

is slowly moving from the post. The |opportunites for usefulness, and are

spectators look on in solemnity.

He | occupied with laying up treasures in

glides into the stream. A'haze gath-| heaven.

ers about him, But long betore he

A Christian need not be at all con-

is lost to sight be_is lost to hearing. cerned about the time of his death.
If he speak, we hear him no longer. | Indeed, he knows that he could pot

If he fire the farwell gun, we see the | of himself make an appointment with
flash down the bay, but there are too | death,
many intervening sounds and we are | years from this day at noon, will T go
too far off Lo hear the report. He goes| with thee, Desth, to the land beyond
oo and on like a yessel going Lo sea, | he grave.”
until his masts are like & speck on|that at that very hour there may Le
the horizon, and then he has gone. | more reason for his living than there
No finng of capuon, no waving of | has ever been before. He might in a

He could not say, * Thirty

He does not know but

signals, no telegrapbic communics: | week then do more for himself and

tion can reach the ship.

hold token of land no more until it
#ce the birds that come flying
the flowers that come floating from
the s':ore on the other side,

who see it from this side,
certuin point we can hold communion
with lim.  We can follow him in
from the street, the crowded assem-
bly. We can gather sbout his bed
in his last illness, We can speak to
him until his hearing becomes obtuse,
and make images of our solicitons
fsces on bis eyes until vision fails, and
grasp his hands until he can no long:
er recognize whether it is the pres-
ence of love, or hypocrisy, or hate;
and then, still dying, not dead, he is
slone. Ile does not hear his wailing
wite and children, He does oot hear
the sob of the manly friend who
stood by him in all the emergencies
of lite. He is sll alone. You cannot
touch his sensibilities at any point.
Bankruptey, poverty, ealumny do
uo longer alarm him. Yon may flash
the keen edge of a deadly biade be-
fore his eyes and he does not wink.
Pestilence may be sweeping the
|eity, and he cares not. e house
msy be on fire, and he heeds not.
'He may be lying on the baitle field
on which bas been raging a conflict
in the result of which be has staked
all that s man values, and be may
ave been in the front, on fire with
enthusiasm, pushing the eneany, cheer-
ing bis own forces, slert, vigorous,
vivid, wrapping ten times &
thousand hearts about him, sad hav-

for the world than he 15 able to do in

It is out on the ocean, and shall be- | a year now.

Indeed, I cannot conceive how any

and | man can ever be ready to die, in the

sense of having nothing miore to do,
An active man is always enlarging his

Such scems & man’s death to us|field and widening his work, and when
Out 1o | called away there scems to be more

things for bim to do than ever before.
He that is most fit 1o live is in this
gense least ready to die; and he that
is most fit to die is the readiest man
for all that is wholesomely active in
good liying. It is the comfort of
Christian fsith that we do not die to
ourselves, that it is not & question of
personal convenience with us. Let
us tkank God that the responsibility
of the two surpassingly grave ques.
tions of the time of our birth and the
time of our death is not deyolyed on
us. We bave been born, and that is
asccomplished, We shall die some-
time, and that will be aecomplished
with just as litle influence and re-
sponsibility on our parts,

I can understand bow a3 man who
has no faith in Christ should be anx.
jous about the time of his death and
wish to live oo indefinitely.

He has no bope beyond the grave,
He is striving to live for himself Bat
a Christian lives to the Lord.

He would not wish to live one min-
ute beyond the time when his earthly
existence should ceaté to promote the
glory of lis Lord. And he knows
that he shall not; that the very in
stant his work is done be will be re-
moved. When “we die we die into

the Lord™
Again: We bave Bo choice as o

ing the eyes of the civilized world jthe place. Io the bumao besrt and

!in human history there are two op-
{posing forces. One is conservative,
aud makes us love to stay at home;
the other 1s progressive, and leads us
out in the hope that we shall be led
up. How we desire to cling to our
homes! There is not a man in Chris-
tendom whose heart does not respond
tenderly to the sentiment of the air
and words of the song, * Homesweet
Home,” a song that was written by a
man who never liad a home and who
died a wanderer It has occurred to
me that the pathos of that song lies
in the fact that almost no one has a
home. To most menitis an ideal.
It is what they should love to bave.
A very few do haveit! just enough
to give to the idea of home some form
and pressure.

In this uou%regntion there are many
who live in houses not owned by
themselves,  Perchance some are
“camping” in hotels and boarding
houses. And I venture to say that
there are not half a dozenepeople in
this assembly who are living in the
houses in which their fathers lived,
and there is not probably one of us
who will die in the house in which he
was born, As what is called “olvili:
zation” advances, more and more we
wonder, We cannot tell where we
shall be next year, Civilization makes
less room at home. It presses men
out. It makes demands whioh can be
satisfied only from without. As Chris-
tinns come to have Iarqer views of
their duties to the race tue more are
they drawn out to work among their
tellow-men in all parts of the world,
And it is a trait of men and birds that
they do not like to go back to the old
cold nests,

We canvot prepare & soft bed for
our dying, and say, “I will come back
and lay me here, and close my life
amid the scenes that have been dear
to me.” lut how immaterial are
such considerations to a Christian |
He is to be nowhere that duty does
not call. He is not to consider how
near that brings him to the death
hour.

The Lord regulates that. Stand.
ing in his place at all times, he will
be in his place when the stroke of
death shall come. I. may beon the
mount with Moses, gazing from Pis.
gali over ths Promised Ldnd. It
may be at the Rich Man's door
with Lazarus. It will be just where
it ought to be. Where “we die we
die unto the Lord,” Moreover: We
have no choice as to the maoner,’
According to & man’s temperament
will be his preferences in all things,
even in the matter of dying as to TI.I
place and method, Some would pre-
fer a long season of lingering disease,
as calculated to loosen the cords of
life and let them away more easily.
Others would desire brief notice that
there might be brief suspense,
Generally there seems to be u de-
sire that death might not be instant,
Thousands have repeated the petition,
“ From sudden death, good Lord de:
liver us.” Is it a good prayer? Toa
Christian is sudden Jeath a thing so
undesirable that it should be classed
with pestilence, famine, batile and
murder, s it ix in the Litany ?

Is it more desirable to feel one's
powers wasting throngh lnn{ years,
the old ties loosening, office by office
vaeated, one association after another
dissolved, until our life becomes a
weariness to ourselves and a burden
to others ?

For my own part I have lon
thought and often said thst I shoul
prefer to live fully, in perfeot play of
all my powers, and busier than ever;
ready to go but quite as ready to mﬂ,
and then like our dear friend, J. D,
Looy, in 8 momeut leap the narrow
dividing stream from the baoks of
this island of mortal life to the banks
of the continent of the life everlasting.
To a Christian in full power it must
be glorious to have the lightning
flash fling the doors of immortality
open. And yet it is not becomin
that you and I should be tondly dwell-
ing on such pictures, It may be that

God intends us to long racking pain
that we may e made perfect tErougll
suffering, that we may be monumental

of that divin¢ grace which is sufficient
for us, He may sssemble aboot our
beds crowds of great and small, be
cause there is some lesson which our
desth shall bave spacial power to

teach.

Perhaps he will out us uff so that
none} of our most intimate friends
shall know anything about our Istter
end, as when men fall in the melee of
battle and are hurriedly buried in
trenches crowded with unrecognized
corpses, or drop overboard st sea, or
are lost in Black Hill explorations;
in which cases the lives of the ce
parted stand out sharply cat aud with
out the shadow of death. Of friends
who have so gone we have recollee:
tions simply of their lives when those

tion
fall.

business of their
gay, or sirong a0
memory of weaknoss
}mh a life.

=
;I-lth

lives were full of life. The last time
seen, those friends were in the usual
ocund snd

is no
connected with

But the choice, thank God, ia wot  ye. ¢
us. “Whether we live, we liuielphd the Mﬂlﬁ”.’m .

unto the Lord ; or whether we die, we
die unto theLord.” Wehave thisassur-
ance ‘hat the very moment in which
any Christian’s life shall close will be
that which shall give his whole earth-
ly existence its greatest capability of
benefitting the race and promoting
among men the knowledge of the
Lord our Savior. No Chriatian can
desire more. Every Christian is sure
that ho shall not have less. “ Noman
dieth unto himsell.” Not by himself,
nor for himself, not to himself, The
Christian dies “unto the Lord.”
His death consccrates his whole life
with all its influences to the Lord
whom ha has served, He leaves that
life and that influence to work for his
Lord when he has gone, and then he
goes to be “forever with the Lord,”
enjoying the double immortality ot
wrpetual hglueneu on carth and ever-
asting work and happiness in heaven,
I have been led into this train of
thought by the decease of Mrs. Letty
Ann Holloway, whose life and death
seemed to me to make illustrations of
chis text and the thoughts into which
it has led me,
Mrs. Holloway died at her residence
in this city on the evening of the 25th
inst.,, aged 68, Bhe was born in the
State of Ohio, and subsequently re-
moved to the State of Illinovis, where
she remained eighteen years. About
four years ago she removed from
thenos with her husband and daagh-
ter 1o Oregon, and took up her resi-
dence in this vity, where she remained
until the hour of her dissolution.
Two and 8 half years ago Mrs,
Holloway was stricken down with
Elnlyliu, which rendered her almost
elpless, and from which she never
more than partially recovered. Last
Sunday eyemng she attended service
in this church, and remarked that she
enjoyed the sermon. On Wednesday
evening, feeling unusually vigorous,
she insisted upon each of the family
attending divine worship® bere, but,
almost before the preacher had an-
nounced his text, the startling intel.
ligence was communicated to Mr.
}ﬁvllmuy that his beloved wife bad
received another stroke of paralysis,
Hurrying home, he fouud her speech-
less and insensible, in which eondi-
tion she continned until roleased by
death,
Wo have learned from those who
koew Mrs, Holloway best, that she
based her hope of salvation on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and believed that
at last all mankind would stand so-
quitted through Him,
Here, owing to her infirmity, Mrs.
Holloway was comparatively litle
koown, but in Illinois it was different.
Unselfish, full of sympathy and tend-
erest interest in buman weal, she
lived in the very hearts of a large
circle of acquaintance.  Kindness to
the poor seemed a part of her nature,
and made her the ready helper ol all
the needy who eame within her reach.
Though stricken down suddegly,
and not permitted to speak words of
counsel and comfort in her last mo-
ments to the surviving loved on
yet she leaves them the memories o
[ lll'l: which is an ointment poured
forth, .

Crurt.—Woe call the sttention of
the Society, for the prevention of eru-
elty to animals to the editor of the
Lion Couuty Leader, Hear him: “Old
honest Edmunds gave us a ‘oreful
dose' of his ideas on finanges last
Wednesday evening. The old man
was laboring under a heavy attack of
dementia. He opened his exhsustive
argument by sbusing the Democratic
party in a most scientific manner,
From that he shifted his weighty
guns o that of the Republican camp.

We are rather rmud for space this
week, 10 we will condense this ‘bol.
ters' harrangue in as little spacw 88
possible. e of the wise sayi

of Confucius is very lprrﬂpm.' :
“ Big me and little you.'

The Washington correspondent of
the Sriugfield ican writes: It is
a curions fact that the Administra-
tion has no newspaper defender here
of its financial opinions, The three
mornin rs are all for the Silver
Bill. Even the carefal and conseryva-

tive Uul'onﬂdcfmdl the ipeeel of

suti-silver; here is a majority o

blicans in Congress agsinst
the Bland: Bill, snd they find no de-
fender of their opinious in the Capital.
The fact shows the drift of publie
sentiment outside of New York snd

a8

s Shonld wake at 'll“
v |
CEiEEE
‘s revol ‘makes &
-um ::'Ind tesling safe with all
Pope Pius IX died st Rome on the
7Tth inist., aged 88 years, having oo




