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POTOMAC MUSKRATS,

QUEER HABITS OF THESE WILY AND
TROUBLESOME LITTLE RODENTS.

Their Depredations In Cornflelds and Veg-
etable Patches—They Are Ersily Caught
In Spite of Much Conning—Undermined
by Canal Bullding.

Of all the gneer creatures, including
erawfish, turtles, bullfrogs, etc., which
Infest the shores of the Potomac near
Washington, affordipg sport to small
boys gifted with an appetite for the
thase, not least interesting is the musk-
rat.

Muskrats, though timid eanimals, seek
the neighborhood of human habitations,

have learned that the presence of
tian assures them an abundance of food,
while at the samne time their natural
enemies are fewer. Hereaboat they
fourish, being to a great extent undis-
turbed. They aze not destroyed by farm-
ers, though in certain regions they are
freaded enemies of agricaltare. Of corn
they are extravngantly fond. They will
eat it at any stage of its growth—lLlhbe
seed from the ground, the young plant
from the furrow or the “‘roasting ear™
from the stalk.

They visil the cornfield at night, cut-
ting down the stalks and carrying away
the juicy ears. Attimes streams flow-
ing throngh ‘‘bottom lands'’ where this
cereal is cultivated are [airly covered
with floating stallks—the result of the
nocturnal forays of these vermin, In or-
der to make the flinly grains tender they
will sometimes deposit the ears in wa-
tor for two or three days. These ani-
mals are fond of many kinds of vegeta-
bles, robbing apple orcbards and patches
of tornips and parsnips. In winter and
early epring they subsist in great part
on the flesh of river mussels. Probably
they are driven Ly hunger to this diet
of shellfish.

Records of this habit are preserved in
the banks of many canals, where alter-
nate deposits of shells cleaned by musk-
rats and of scdiment may be seen in
places reaching to a depth of some feet.
The means by which (he animal obtains
the mussel from its shell bas been much
discussed. ProlLalbly it is often done by
inserting the pawa or toeth between the
valves and teuring them apart. If the
moilusk cannot be caught unawares,
the edges of the shell are broken Ly
means of the teeth. The heavier species
of maussels, it is believed, are carried
out apon the bank and left untll they
beoeme weak or die, when the valves
can be easily separated. .

Muskrats, you 668, are Very olever
erestures. Furmere atiribate to them
an appetite for young ducks, bot it is
probable that they are wrongly credited
with a destruction solually committed
by tartles,

These rodents are very unsuspiciouns
and are easily captured. Many of them
are Iilled by mncaus of poisoned apples
or-tornips placed near their borrows.
One of the mast effoctive traps for them
is a barrel without ends placed upright
near the bank of a stream, so as to be
sbout half filled with water, Inside of
it .opon the water are put grass and
weeds with scme picces of parsnips.
Every night the barrel is likely to cap-
ture from ¢ne to half a dozen mauask-
rats,

When a rat gets inside, it is impossi-
ble, owing to the depth of the water,
for it tostand upon its hind legs and
cut a hole in the staves above water
line. At the same time it cannot get
out at the top. When several are taken
the same night, a fight vsunally ensues,
resulting in the death of all of the cap-
tives either by tha sharp teeth of their
companions or Ly drowning. The musk-
rat is very ferocious when cornered. Ita
worst enemy, next to man, is the dog.
Hawks, owls, foxes and mink all prey
npon it. These rodents have sometimea
been found in the stomachs of large cat-
fish, but the fishes were so tainted with
the flavor of the food as to be unfit to
eat.

With the building of canals in vari-

ous parts of the conntry hus come a
change in the life of the muskrats in
many localities. They have actually
abandoned toa great extent the streams
to take up their habitations along the
banks of these artificinl waterways. No
doubt they realize the greater secarity
afforded them from floods and other
dangers. These animals will rarely oc-
cupy banks of gravel or sand, preferring
loam or light clay. Advantage has been
taken of this fact by railways, which so
long as they constroct banks of gravel
and keep them free from vegetable
growth are rarely bothered by the ro-
dents. Otherwise great damage is done,
the borrows caving in, undermining
the tracks and doing other injury.
. In early spring the greatest damage
is done. With the alternate freezing
and thawing at that time of the year
the coverings of the underground pas-
sages fall in, exposing cavities of sur-
prising extent to one who does not know
the amount of subterrancan work these
animals are capable of doing. Much
vigilance with eyes and eurs is gften re-
quired to prevent such caving from
cansing disastrous injury to property.
The burrows commonly extend into the
bank for a distance of from 10 to 30
feet. There are usually two openings
from which passages lead backward and
npward from the stream very crooked-
ly. They end in a large gallery, which
is the home of the muskrat.—Washing-
ton Star,

Tidal Waves. L
The guestion whether there be such a
thing as a tidal wave [ once asked the
captain of an Atlantic liner. *‘‘Oh,
ye,"" he answered; ""we keep a tidal
wave for the passengers and the newspa-
If you want to know what it real-
ly is, I will tell you. It is when a pow-
erful ship is driven through a head sea
at such speed that before she can clear
herself of one big wave she is intp a sec-
ond. The second and first together are
too much for the ship, and she carries
away a deckbouse or bridge or & boat or
two. That isa ‘tidal wave.’ ""—Cor.
New York Tribune. .

How He Felt.

It is told of one of the most austere
bishops ©of the American Episcopal
church that omce when catechizing a
class of boys he called attention to the
disobedience of Jonah and the conse-|
guent punishment. To enforce the les-|
ton he said in a stern way, ‘‘And, now;|
boys, how did Jonah feel when the
whale swallowed him?'’ One bright;
lad answered, ‘'I think he felt down im
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| In the businesa. **The wood {sof bettor

i \oads of them go out of the state by rail
| yearly, and shiploads aresent to Florida

THE MILLIONTH OF A SBECOND.
This Astonishingly Small Amount of Time
Mensured by Electricity,

Instantaneous photography has made
us familiar with the fact that very mi-
nute subdivisions of time are possible.
Buccessful negatives are now frequently

-1 taken where exposure lasts only the one-

{ thonsandth part of a‘sccond.
Bat at the first blush the statement

that a single tick of the clock—the three .
thousand six-hundredth part of an hoar |

—can be divided into millionths seems
slmost incredible, go infinitesimal is the
fraction of time to ba determined.

This is a scientific age, avd science is
pothing if it is pot ezact. Man hes
measared and weigbed the abysscs of
the great occans thut cover three-fourths
of the surface of our migratory planet
and can give approximutely the number
of drops of water and graips of sodium
chloride of which it is made up.

He bas also compated the gize, meas-
ured the distances and analyzed the
composition of etars so distant us to be
not even vigible to the naked eye. Aff-
er this it requires a very bold or a very
ignorant individoal to set any limit to
human ipgenuity.

That extremely minute fractions of
time could be accorately determined
was incidentally discovered Ly a cele-
brated electrician while making some
famons experiments with regard to the
velocity of electricity.

For the purpose of his experiment he
cnused an electric diecharge from a Ley-
den jar to be eent throogh hulf a mile
of copper wire with a breek in the cen-
ter. This gave rise to three sparks,
which were reflected 10 a rapidly rotat-
ing mirrcr revolving at the encrmous
rate of 800 times a second.

The position of the eparks 1n the mir-
ror showed that the central spark was
slightly oot of line, or was slightly re-
tarded as compared with the other two,
which were strictly simultaneous, The
mirror, therefore, bad moved forward
somewanat while the electric charge was
traveling throngh the quarter of a mile
of wire to the central break.

| The difference between the position of
the sparks was found to be cne-fourth of
a- dogree, and as the mirror revolved
throngh 860 degrecs inthe one eight-han-
dredth of u sgecnd the petoal retardation
of the central spail: amounted to the one
one million coe hundred and fifty-sec-
ond thousandth part of a sccond only.
This is the smal!lest fraction of time.
ever determined. 1t is obvions that by
simply lengthering the wire throagh
! which the elcctric discharge is sent less
| minate fractions of time can be acca-
rately detarmived in g similar mannper.
1r it takes an cdlectric discharge the
onenillionth part of a second to travel
over ope-quartez mile of wire, it takea
four times us long to journsy a mile, or,
to be exact, the two hundred and eighty-
eighth thonsandth part of a second. In
' other words, electricity truvels 288,000
miles per gsecond.
It is by the above method scientists
have been able to nscertain the velocity
of electricity and duoration of electric
: flash, the speed and daration of light-
ning, the velocity of light and much
other valmable iuformation respecting

| the properties of these forces of nature,
—Boston Globe.

The Trude In Maino Ashos.
*“Maine barns more firewcod to keep
warm winters than eny other eastern
state,"" says a Maine man who has been

gquality and makes better ashesthan can
be collected in Massachusctts or New
Hampshire, and there’s a sharp demand
for Maine ashes in the middle and
southern states for agricultural por-
poses. f(Great guantities are used in
Massachusctts also. There are a num-
ber of dealers in Ecoston who make a
business of coliecting asshes throogh
Maine for shipment. Carloads and.car-

end Georgia, where they want the best
bhard wood article, They send north phos-
phate rock, and we eend them ashes,
and the trade is a benefit to both sec-
tionsa.

**Thera are some parts of Maine de-
nominated ‘prime’ by the dealers, be-
cause they are in hard wood, maple and
birch regions and do wot burn much soft
wood. In some of these localities there
is a sharp competition in the business.
Leached ashes from the potash and soap
factories nsed to be shipped mostly, but
they’ve gone out, and dry ashes are
wanted. BSo much is this the case that
one potash man I knew, a dishonest fel-
low, dried his leached ashes and ehipped
them as anleached. The potashes and
local soap factories of Maine are run
under by the demand for dry ashes and
are going out of bosiness. Probably the
day is mot far distant when dealers in
Portland, Bangor and other Maine
towns will lovk after this trade and do
the shipping direct from Maine ports to
the sonthern states. There is a large
profit in it, if I am not mistaken.”"—
Lewiston Joarnal.

John Ruskin's Home.

Brantwood, the chosen lakeside home
of John Ruskin during the last guarter
century of his life, occupies one of the
most favored spots in all England. Bit-
nated on the border line of Lancashire
and Cumberland in the lake district, it
ovérlooks the smallest of the waters in
that “*lake country’’ with which the
names of Wordsworth, Bouthey, Cole-
ridge, Lamb, Lloyd and Wilson are in-
delibly connected.

Set in the background of a half encir-
cling wood of exquisite grace and mys-
tic beaaiy, a8 seen in the green half
light of its tranquil shade, Brantwood
is protected from the east winds by the
open, rising moorland thatstretches far
to the rear and faces a long slope of
lawn that sweeps down to Coniston
water’'s edge. Behind the green and

Nature should be
assisted to throw
off impuritiesofthe
blood. Nothing
A does it so well, so
promptly, or so

ZALARIAL
safely as Swift’s
POISON | sty

LIFE HAD NO CHARMS.

For three years I was troubled with mala-
| rial poison, which caused my appetits to fail,
‘and I was greatly reduced fiesh, and life
lost all its charms. I tried mercurial and
potash remedies, but to no effect. 1 could
, getnorelief, Tthendecidedtot 7 s

A few botiles of this wonderfu =

medicine made a complete and permanent

cure, and I now enjoy better health thanever.
| . A. RicE, Ottawa, Kan.

{ Ourbook on Blood and Skin Diseases
I mailed free.
1
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Swirr Breowric Co,, Atlaata, Ga.

'!J'l Al OAUTHORN’
Real FEstate,

|surance and Colleclion Agency,

F Corvallls, Oregon,
1

CREATLY
REDUCED
RATES

70T AR PaciFs) (6

FOR THE

CALIFO.ZNIA

VIIDWINTER FAIR.

MATVE
BX

THEH®

Geood for 30 Days,

ALBARY vo
SAN FRARCISCO

And Return

S2L8.90,

Inclding FIVE Cate Tickets
to the Fair.

EXCURSION TRIPS

FROM
afo } L Dot
San Francisco o Oher Pelnls
In California will be aliowed purchasers

of special Midwinter Fair tickets

AT THE FOLLOWING ROURD-

TRIP RATES:

TO STATIONS UNDER 150 MILES
FROM SAN FRANCIEBCO, ONE AND
ONE-THIRD one-way fare.

TO STATIONS 150 MILES OR MORE
FROM SAN FRANCISCO, ONE AND
ONE-FIFTH one-way fare.

For exact rates and full informnation, in-
quire of C. K. FRONK,

Agent at Albany, Oregon.

Or address the undersigned.

RICH'D GRAY, T. H. GOODMAN,

Gen. Traffic Manager. G=n. Pass. Ag't

Sax Fraxcisco, CaL.

E . ROGERS,
Asst. Gen. F. & P. Agt., Portland, Or,

Salt Lake, Denver,

Omaha:. Kansas Clity,

Chicago, St. Louis
AMD .ll-&
Easter .Cities.
1 DpaysTO

) CHICAGO

The Quickest to Chi-
cago and the East.

Hours
Houpg @igker o Jmaha &

Pullman and Tourist Sleepers, Kree reclin-
ing Chair Cars aud Dining Cars.

8. H. H. CLARK, -
GLIVER W, MINK, RECEIVERS.

E ELLERY ANDERSON.
For rates and general information eall on or address
W. H. HURLBURT, Asst. Genl. Pass. Pass. Agt.
254 Washington Street, eor. Third,
PORTLAND, OA.

Rheumatism; .
l.umbago,’Solaﬂonf
Kidney Complaints,

purple moor the water of its overflow-
ing wells runs swiftly down the rocks
with all the fuss of a real cascade, and.
the exalted rock of **Naboth’’ rises just
beyond the borders of his estate—a sort
of patural pulpit which is rented by
Ruskin, so that from its greater height,
which be loves fo climb, be may gaze
upon the wider view. In front the nar-
row lake, sparkling in the sun and blue
as the waters of the Rhone or of Thun.
Then the rising banks beyond of broken

_Lame Back, &c.

green, with white faced houses blink-
ing bebind the trees, and the gray vil- |
lage of Coniston nestling away to the
right, close down by the head of the
lake, and beyond the ‘*“*0Old Man’’ him-
self towers abuve the smaller hills that |
rise close about his knees,.—McClure’s

Magazine. ’|
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' ROUHD TRIP TICEETS!

BOWEN LESTER,

DENTIST.

—Offico upstairs over First National Bank —
STRICTLY FIBST-CLASS WORK GUARANTEED

Corvallis» - Oregon.

4

‘. CASKEY & OTTERSTEDT,
‘Blacksmithing, Horse-Shoeing,

t And Wagon-Making,
: ENXIGHT'S ULD STAND,
{ CORVALLIS, OREGON.

! All work ie the line done promptly and
satisfuction gnarunteed,

s

‘Stoek to Seleet from.

!

to us. or come and see us

before placing your order, for wg WiLL

NOT BE UNDERSOLD.

We have the Best List of Varieties and an Immense
Write for Catalogue and send lisl of “wanls’”

for us to price,

. Huunit, Phade, and Ogramental Mrees,

=< HERDY

FLowErive SiRus anb Roses,
“#Smalil Fruit Plants

i
' = 3
. N
BROWNELL & MASGN, Albany. Orecon, ~

& A

The “Imperial” is the

Most Popular,

The Cheapest

Bicycle Manufactured.

“IMPERIAL” HINTS.

Best Constructed,
Finest Finished,
Most Durable,

And at the ssme time

FRANEK CONOVER.

Imperial Agt. Corvallis,

Will furnish you lllustrated Catalogue free on application,
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GAZETTE NEWS AGENCY,

_ = Receives Subscriptions for all the A
Leading Periodicals at Publishers’ Prices.

Circulating Library in Connecuion.

p——_

—

GRECWIES OF
Fruit
) Rozes, Small Frulis,
Peach and tho Won~ -

ghade and Ornamental Trees~
-
(&
| Grapevines. Hedgo Plants, &c_ "“?i'c‘:;jﬁ-‘g::
— -et -

CORVALLIS RUZSERY 00,

o Al Steel
Healthy and Y.guroua.j
,5_ —a °° ing Purchasers end others
= w‘\s o '
P

s — intercsted aye invited to call at Grounds |
;%f‘-huh’ mile west of Corvailis  and examine |
| |

| Growing Storkh-” __J . D. CLARK, Mana_ger.

—

|
|
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Citv : Shoe : Store.

KRAUSSIE, BROS.)
BOOYS AND FHOES.

Ladies', Misses’ and Children’s Fine Shoes

—— ANDSLIPPERS.—— '
Leaders in Latest Styles end Lowst Price.
W. WRIGHT, Managor, - Corvallig, Gregon.

PIOKNBEER BHRARBRY
* FICPEH

* ROETER +» 8HLBGGIPL. »
HNodes & Ffall, Proprietors.

Plain and Fancy @onfeqtioneries,==Jce @ream.
@igqu. “Qur Champion,” “Belmont,” ¢“General

3 ' Arthur,” and a full line of Smokers’ Articles
Come in when Hungry and get a Lunch any hour of the day.

Silver

TANGENT NURSERY.

— Feunded in i857.———
W. H. SETTLEMIER, . u

PROFRIETOR.

'I\O all those wishing to plant fruit trees of any variety ‘onl i

: &th‘l‘ltlﬂl‘:_ttl my large stock of Frait, Sbmlrgnnd {lrg:m:I«n:n.lu';::e::l!I"lzr::::':l
Shruls and Vines, and well selected stock of Everereens. Prone trees will h:l
sold at the very low vat price, Special fignres on large orders. Oor trees are
First ngu 1R every respect, and are free of ingect rests,  Having been enpaged
to the Nursery huriness at this place for 35 years, I feel myself com u:te:tgto
lw_lect the best fruits adapted for this eclimate. Send for t‘ntnfnguq‘z ind Price
List to H. W, SETTLEMIRE, Targent, Licn Co.,;O0r,

THE) (JAZETTE) STATIONERY) STORE)

Keeps on Illand a Well-Selected Stock of

PLAIN @ FANCY STATIONERY, PENS,

Pencils, School Supplies, Etc.

THE WEEKLY

HARD TIMES PRICES.
v -

THE REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF

THE CORVALLIS GAZETTE
is $2.00 Per Yesr,

THE REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF

OREGONIAN

is $1.50 Per Year.

An,;'t_me subscribing for THE GAZETTE} and paying
one year in advance ean get both THE GAZETTE and
THE WEEEKLY OREGONIAN

ONE YEAR FOR $2.50.
. o

Old Subscribers

Paying their subscriptions one year
in advanoe will be entitled to this offer.

AT THIS STORE You ean procure

And invito you to call*endjpurchasze Glassware, Chinaware, Fruits,

E. B. HORNING'S 6rocEry,

LITLE BARGAIN HOUSE.

ut all times Choice Groceries, fresh {frem the

markets, at prices defying competition. I have just received a fresh tupply of Bpicss

andfFlavoring. Extracts for.your use in preparing

A
Goonp IDInNiTExR,
Nuts, and everything

E. B. HORNING.

my line.

TEAS, Spices, COFFEES,

All Cround for Customers, Free of Charge.

J|A.HODES, |-

LEADING DEALER IN ALL KINDS OF :
.

Staple and Fa,_IEy Giroceries.

A NICE LINE OF

Plpes, Tobaccos and Smokers’ Articles. Highe
: . st
Market Price for Country Pr 9du00. e

Gazette Store ‘for




