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. elaimed, to a tiny, brown-eyed girl who
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s, OCTOBER 3, 1879.

‘ 'swm SIXTEEN,

Badle was “sweet sixteen,"
softest, sweel blue,
sunnlest golden sheen,
angel, fair and true;
ere never was seen
Sadle at"'aweet sixteen.”

swhite hand that lay in my own,
' ure, I feel it yet;

es 1 feel—'ils a dream, I know—
dear face banding elose (0 my OWD;
1 hear in the twilight, soft and low,
own name called in her sweetest tone;
,nonsense, when kbe was slxleen, you see,
you, my boy, I was thirty-three.
k- = Burlington Hawkeye.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?

BY ANNIE A. PRESTON,

“Oh, what a lovely bunch of pansies!
possible they are for me?” I ex-

placed s fragrant bouquet of the gold
‘and purple dewey blooms in a hammock
in which I was idly swinging under the
big maple.

“ Auntie Lee sent them,” said the lit-
fle child, “and she hopes the mountain

s - air will soon make youn well, and she’s

yonr neighbor down under the hill.”
“Who'is this neighborly Auntie Lee?"”

" T asked the woman with whom I board-

ed, when next day she came within hear-
ing of my voice.

“Oh, then, she’s sent you some
posies?” replied the talkative Mrs. Evans,
coming briskly from the garden and sit-
ting down on the steps of the little porch

% so that she might entertain me while she

was shelling the peas, thus ““killing tew
birds with one stun,” as she said. “‘I was
a-wonderin’ not tew minutes ago how
long ’‘twould be afore she'd find ont
about ye an’ send ye suthin’. I can’t see,
for my part, how she can afford to do as
she does.”

*“Why, what does she do?” I asked.

“Oh, she says she aimsto be neighbor-
ly, and if anybody happens to be sick
anywhere around she sends ‘em little
things to eat and flowers to cheer 'em up,
as she says, and she always has her knit-
ting work in her pocket, and her odd
jobs of knitting, as she calls it, grows out

ike magic into gloves and mittens and
wristlets, and stockin’s that she gives
away."

“Po her friends—people fully able to
buy them, I suppose?”

““Oh dear, no. To poor children and
to ole men and women that I s’pose are
really needy, and that set great store by
her warm and handsome presents, for
her yarns are as bright as her flowers,
and I've told my man a good many times
that the color went half toward makin’
her little gift so welcome. An’ then she
has so much comp'ny.”

“‘Rich people from the city. whose vis-
its she returns?”

“Oh land sakes! no; poor folks that are
tickled almost to d to get an invita-
tion to her pleasant little home. Yes,
her home is an amazin' pleasant one,
though her man is only a poor mechanic.
She’s always a sayin’ that she'd rather do
a little good every day as she goes along
than to be a-waitin' tew do some great
thing when she gets able, an’ then, per-
haps, lose her opﬁmrtunity and never do
nothin’. I told her one day last year,
says I, ‘Miss Lee, I should ruther be

: )ﬁufﬁn—’-gemethin' in the bank for a rainy

ay than be givin'eway all the time.’
And says she, ‘Mrs. Evings. that's your
way, and it's a good way. I don't find
no fault with it, but all these things that
I give away would never get into the
bank, and so you see they'd be lost, an’ I
should pass away without ever doin’ any-
thing for };:;g Master. An’ I don’t want
%0 go to at night without thinkin’
that I have tried that day to brighten
gome fellow-mortal's burden, brought a
smile to some face or a streak o’ sunshine
to some heart, if its only givin' a bunch
o' posies in the right speret.””

““And those flowers cost her a good
deal, at first and last, I suppose?” said I
saressing my pansies,

“Oh, "twould cost me a good deal to
run such a garden as she does, but Miss
Lee says she’s not stong, so she gets
fresh air, sun baths and exercise in her
garden and spends her time workin’in
there instead of visitin'. She returns all
her calls by sendin’ her compliments
with a bunch o’ posies.”

“‘She hires some one to carry them
about, I presame?”

“Massy, no. There isn’t a child in
the village but would run its legs off for
Auntie Lee,” and having finished shell-
ing her mess of peas, my talkative little
hostess trotted off about their work again,
saying, as she disappeared through the
doorway,— '

“It's well enough to be neighborly,
of course; but Miss Lee might see the
time when she'd a wished she had a little
somethin’ out at interest.”

The Vermont air agreed with me, my
health gradually improving, and I staid
olkand on, week after week spending a
part of my time, when the weather did
not positively forbid, in my hammock
nnder the maples.

Asyet I had not once seen my neigh-
bor, Auntie Lee, but grew to love her on
account of the pretty nosegays that con-
tinnally found their way from her hand
to mine by one and another of her child-
ren messengers.

One night, Iate in August, there was
a heavy thunder-shower. The sudden
downfall of rain swelled the little river
that skirted our village to a veritable
mountain forrent. A milldam some
miles np the stream had broken away
and the angry flood came rushing down,
sweeping all before it.

“‘Auntie Lee’s husband's shop is gone,”
shonted my hostess, Mrs. Evans, as she
knocked at my door in the early morning
after the storm; “‘and that's not the worst
on't, for her garden isall washed out
and undermined, so that'll take a pretiy

ile o’ money to fix it up again. won-

er now Miss Lee don't wish she
hadn’t been so neighborly, and so had a
little somethin’ out at interest,” and it
really seemed to me as if the little wom-
an was chuckling to herself as she patted
down the stairs.

Inless than half an hour she came
back to my room with as doleful & look-
ing vissage as I ever saw. ““Whatever is
a-goin’ to become.o’ me and my man?"
she cried; “‘and we a-gettin’ to be old
folks,tew. Our savin’s were all in'the stock
oo!np‘nsl up to Minotsville, in there be-
cause they paid more interest than the

nk; we only tuk it out o' the bank a
little while ago, an’' now their old mill
has gone clean off, an’ thoy’lla]lgow

smash and we along with ’em;”
s sy e et oo i
P piying

poor woman from t,];e{mwm my

There was great excitement in the lit-
tle village, as a matter of conrse, but
Auntie Lee was reported to be as “‘chip-
per” as ever. The nosegays came to me
every "day as usual, not quite so many
nor so great a variety as formerly, for a
of the garden had been wasted away
ut enough to give me an increased ad-
miration for the sweet old lady who was
so persistent and unwearying in her
neighborly acts of kindness.
The next Monday's local newspaper
had this unique notice at the head of the
village items : -
‘A1l who have ever been the recipients
of kindly deeds from Auntie Lee, and
who would like to reciprocate now in
their day of misfortune, are invited to
bring their supper to Oak Grove on
Thursday afternoon at five o'clock, and
talk the matter up over a neighberly cup
of tea.”
At the time appointed I had a carriage
come-to take my hostess and me, and my
basket of cakes and buns fresh from the
bakery, to the beautiful grove. As we
were driven along I was surprised to see
so many people, lunch-basket in hand,
speeding in the same direction.

“Almost every body in town is going,”
said Mrs. Evans, “high an’ low‘riclz an’
peoor.”

As I was being assisted to a seat, a gen-
tle, motherly little woman spread a soft
shawl over the back of the chair intended
for me and quickly folded another shawl
for my lame foot to rest upon.

“Phis is Auntie Lee,” said Mrs Evans,
and the sweet-faced little woman and I
looked into each other’s faces with a lit-
tle curiosity, perhaps, as well as sympa-
thv, and shook hands cordially.

“I don’t know what all these good peo-
ple are to do with Flijah and me,” she
said, with o smile that was as genial as a
sunbeam, “‘but the minister would have
us come, and he and his wife drove
around for us.”

The minister ascended the platform
just then, and after tenderly yet impres-
sively imvoking the divine blessing, he
looked down benighly upon the faces up-
turned to his, and with a tonching into-
naiion of voice asked ‘““Who is my neigh-
bor?” He then went on to tell how
Auntie Lee answered that question in
regard to himself.

“When I first became acquainted with
Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Lee,” he said, “I
was finishing my theological studies here
in the village with Dr. Mills, and they
had just married and settled down in
their little house yonder, which they had
inherited. One day I was sent fo- to
preach on trial in the adjoining town of
Luxboroe’. My only,coat was worn
threadbare, extensively patched, and I
had no way of procuring another. Feel-
ing sorely grieved and dispirited, I
started ont for a walk, and for the sake
of telling my trouble to some fellow erea-
ture, and with no thought of receiving
any aid in the premises, I turned into
Mrs. Lee’s house, and read to her the in-
vitation I had from Luxboro’, and frankly
told her why I could not go at present.
“Leave it to the Lord,” said the good wo-
man, and forthwith she proceeded to take
my measure with a piece of tape. ‘Go
home,” she continued, ‘write your ser-
mon and come here again on Saturday
morning.” I obeyed. I subsequently
found that the woman had actually taken
a piece of cloth that she had laid by in
the house for a cloak for herself, and,
tailoress as she was by trade, had cut
and made me a coat from it. I preached
my first sermon in it, and shortly re-
ceived and my first call.”

“Oh, dear,” whispered Auntie Lee
from her seat by my side, “‘he’s paid me
for that coat every New Year's since, and
it wasn't much for me to do after all.”

Major Sanford, the richest man in the
town, was the next to take the stand.
The old people smiled and nodded their
"hesds; Jagp the young folks looked at
each other and wondered w he could
be indebted to Auntie Lee fi -

““When I was a boy,” the Major began,
“T was bound out in H— to a very,
very bad master, from whom I deter-
mined to ran away. I availed myself
of an opportunity to escape one Satur-
day afternoon, when I was sent to the
pasture to salt the cattle. I came straight
over the mountain to this place. I
wanted to get out of the State as soon as
possible, so came directly to the bridge
down there at the river, which is, youn
know, the New Hampshire boundary.
Just after T had ste upon Vermont
soil, I overtook on the road Mr. and Mrs.
Lee, young people then. They had a
basket and a spade, and had been digging
up wild flowers to transplant in theirgar-
den. Although an entire sitranger, g::ry
accosted mekindly. Noticing that I had
been erying, Mrs. Lee asked me my
trouble. Before I knew it I had blurted
ont the whole story, and had been in-
vited by her to goriome with them and
stay over Bunday. I was, of course, only
too grateful to accept the invitation.
After supper we set out the plants,
and then Mr. Lee took me
with him down +to the hill to
the bank of the brook, as we called it
then, and into his little machine shop. I
evinced my fondness for tools, and con-
fided to him an invention that had in a
crude form long had possession of my
brain. Being a natural mechanie, he
saw the ufility of my invention at a
glance. The subject was not mentioned
on the morrow, which was a quiet, rest-
ful day to me. Mrs. Lee loaned me a
clean linen suit belonging to her hus-
band, and I went to church with them,
The next day Mr. Lee went over to H—
and mnade terms with my master, becaunse
Mrs. Lee said she could not allow me to
feel like a runaway. Then Mr. Lee took
me into his employment and gave me a
corner in his shop, where I could, at odd
moments, work at my model. My in-
vention proved a success, and made m
fortune, as you all know. Iam thankful,
my dear friends, that I am able to repair
the damage done to the dear little home-
stead and to rebunild my old friend's
shop,” and Major Sanford sat down,
\ngmiﬁl‘ns eyes with his handkerchief,
while delighted audience applauded
voeiferously.

“‘Dear heart I"” said Auntie Lee to me,
““what was he talking about? He’s paid
us over and over, and he’s tried and tried
to make Elijah go into partnership with
lh;}!r:,”bnt he would not, and I won't let

Then quickly followed one-minute
eg by the score.
“They kept me three months when I
was sick and homeless,” said ome. “I
made their honse my home for weeks
when I was out of work,” said another.
Ten homeless working girls were mar-
ried in their g.rlor, and went out into
the world wi their blessing.

There
“was & great number of touching little

es from those who had received
owers and delicacies in illness, and
warm garments in time of need.
And so from them all flowed contribu-

tions of money, the greatest part
which was uafely plaeed i.nbmkforﬁg

benefit of the when old and
failing should overhhmn.
‘“Dear mel” said Mrs. Evans to Auntie

N

Lee, ‘“‘you've been lendin' to the Lord
and o pays the best interost after all. 1
never could understand before; but I do
now."

“There are some of us so poor that we
cannot give such as we have, A smile
or a kind word even will come back to
us in kind,"” said Auntie Lee, and we all
brushed away the tears that we could not
suppress while these touching specohes
Erere being made, and wo went to our

omes.

Smitten with the Clrcus tjunr.

After the performance was over at the
circus, says a Nevada exchange, & young
man called on Chiarini and said he want-
ed to see him on private business. The
veteran took him into his office, and re-
ceived him with the usual politeness.

“T came up all the way from Carson to
gee the show, and I'd like to join,” said
the young man.

“Gh, I see, said the circus man; ‘‘you
are a well-formed, healihy-looking young
fellow, and I like to encoun such as
you.” The youth’s face brightened.
“You don't chew, smoke or drink, I
hope?”

““Oh, no; honor bright—except sods
and beer.”

“You must leave off these bad habits.
They weaken the musclesand paralyze
the nerves. You cansoon stop drinking,
but your salary will not be e until

ou have overcome these tendencies. A
{:‘tﬂe lemonade—circus lemonade—is all
the performers drink. Call at 11 o’clock
to-morrow morning and I will see what
I can do. You musn’t ergct over $00 a
weeck, though, at first. e never pay
high salaries until we know what a man
can do.”

The delightful Carsonite went away,
and next morning was on hand.

Chiarini took him to a tent where three
immense Bengal tigers were 5
Handing him a curry-comb and a pair of
shears, he remarked:

“Your duties will be comparatively
light at first. You will go into the cage
and curry the tigers down every morn-
ing, and about once a week cut their
claws; keep 'em down pretty short, so
that when they attack tiger-tamers,
Mr. Wilson, they won’t lacerate him
much. Sometimes, but not more than
once & month, you may have occasion to
file their teeth. Yon just throw the ani-
mal on his back and hold his head be-
tween your knees. If he acts rough, belt
him in the nose & few times. XKeep pelt-
ing him until he quiets down.”

“Haven't you got a vacaney in the art
department?” asked the young man from
Carson.

“Is art in your line?” inquired Chiar-

nl.

“Yes,” drawled the young man. .“In
the circuses I have always run with I
was employed to print the stripes on the
zebra. I killed so many tigers keepin’
‘em straight that the boss wouldn’t let
me hl:ndle 'em. He said I used 'em too
rou,

C%mnm swears that the terror from
Carson shefighave the first vacancy.

The Australlan Exhibltions.

Mr. O. M. Spencer, United States Con-
sul General at Melbourne, Australia,
transmits to the Department of State a
very full report of the roposed Exhi-
bitions at Sydney and Melbourne. The
first opens onthe 1st of September, 1879,
and will close on the 31st of March, 1880.
That at Melbourne opens on the 1st of
October, 1880, and closes on the 81st of
March, 1881, “This Exhibition will be
held in the Carlton Gardens, comprising
an ares of 65 acres. Nearly all the Emdi.ng
European goverments have signified their
intention of being present by royal com-
missioners. All of the Australasian colo-
nies have entered heartily into the
enterprise. The English Government
has taken a warm and decided interest in
it. The Prince of Wales and others of
the royail family will visitthe Exhibition.
The Duke of Genoa will cea28 wus i on
Italian man-of-war, and France and Ger-
many will be reiresented in a similar
manner. The relation which exists be-
tween the Sydney and Melbourne exhib-
itors is one of generous riv and cor-
dial co-operation. The two cities will
soon be connected by railway. There
are several lines of steamships now ply-
ing regularly between the two places,
with low rates for freight. The expense
of transferring goods from Sydney to
Melboure will be moderate, inclnxing
storage. Goods will be received at the
latter exhibition building on the 1st of
June, 1880,

All the usual facilities accorded at pre-
vious international fairs in other coun-
tries will be liberally afforded at Mel-
bourne. The protection of inventions
capable of being tented is fully
secured. Shounld e United States
decide mnot to send out a man-
of-war, it is advisable to ship all
heavy goods in sailing vessels, via the
Cape, not later than Februxg, 1880.
Goods from the Pacific slope and parcels
of great value and small bulk may be
shipped via San Francisco by the Pacific
Mail Steamship Company, which runs a
monthly line of steamers from San Fran-
cisco to Sydney. Show cases, shelving,
belting, ete., may be procured in Mel-
bounrne at low rates, atthe cost of the
exhibitors.—Seientific American.

Waatr Ovr Bovs AND Gieis ARE REaD-
ING.—Sunday Afternoon for September,
says: The flashy newspapers that are
sold upon the news-stands, and the vile
publications that are hawked about more
secretly, are not, however, the whole of
the mischievous reading that falls into
the hands of our boys and girls. The
libraries, the public libraries, the Bunday-
school libraries, furnish them with a great
deul of reading that, as they use it, is ex-
tremely hurtfol to them. The statistics
that our librarians give us, showing the
great excess of novels over all other
classes of books issued to the patrons of
the libraries, give nus fuod for ratber dis-
couraging reflection. From the Hartford
Public Library one boy took 102 novels
in six menths, and a girl 112 in the same
time. Think of the condition of these
children’s minds at the end of such a
earnival of sensations! Even though no
books of positively immoral character are
admitted into the public libraries, it is
clear that the provision of so much men-
tal excitement for our yomﬁ people is
doing them great damage. e late con-
vention of librarians in Boston discussed
this matter very earnestly and tried to
reach some practical conclusions. One
radical aufuﬁon was that a city or town
has no right to tax the people for the
furnishing of mere amusement to any-
body, that therefore no fiction that is
pot clearly educational in its character
should ﬁng room upon the shelves of the
public libraries. Another proposition was
that school children (and the restriction
need not be limited to children at school)
should not be allowed to take more than

nd ly enforced
in all pnﬁrlihnrlu. ﬁmﬁo&-
bauchery for any young person to read
more than one novel a week,

M

In Pralse of Light Brahmas,

# Every varviety of fowle has one or more
points of exoellence, but by almost uni-
veraal consent the light Brahma combines
the largest number of good qualities. A

dozen poultry fanciors may disagree
about the merits of the breed of fowls
thoy soverally prefer, but they will all
unito on the light Brahma as their second
choice. “If fine feathers” alone made
“fine birds,” there would be no other
fowls in the poultry yard than the Dom-
inique and the sitver-spangled Hamburg.
If one desires “‘a cock that crows in the

morn,” and & hen that will do a large
amount of work in the vegetable and
flower garden, he can not do better than
keep the ordinary barnyard fowls. If a
person keeps poultrﬁ for the p of
witnessing “‘lively chicken contests,” he
will find Eha game fowls exactly suited
to gratify his desires. The Java fowl is
more elegant than the light Brahma, the
black Spanish supports a more lofty
comb, the Leghorn produces more eggs,
the buff Cochin will attain a larger size,
the Dorkin will endure more severe
weather without injury, and the Houdan
will afford more delicate flesh. There
are also breeds that mature earlier, that
are more persistent sitters, or that re-
quire an_incubator or a hen of another
breed to hatch their eggs. Inshort, that
is a breed of fowls that excels all others
in some desirable characteristic.

For o ‘“ general purpose” fowl, how-
ever, there is none that compares with
the light Brahma. It has a comely form
and good size. It has fine plumage, that
is not liable to injury unless the bird is
confined in close, dirty quarters. When
allowed the run of an open yard or a
small, clean lot, the feathers are not lia-
ble to become discolored. The white
feathers that cover the body of the bird
are relieved by the dark ones about the
neck and on the wings and tail. The
plumage of the light Brahma is not liable
to injury i the coops in which they are
sent to market. It is generally remarked
that chickens of this breed arrive atadis-
tant market in a more presentable condi-
tion than those of other varities, and on
this account, if no other, they ordinarily
obtain ready sale. . They have no droop-
ing tail feathers to be broken, no large
wattles and combs to be injured during
transportation.

The eggs of the Brahma are of large
size and well shaped. A dozen of them
will weigh more than an equal number
of those produced by hens of almost any
other breed. As winter layers they have
an established reputation. Aseggs laid
in winter are worth from two to five
times as much as those dropped during
the spring or summer, the value of the
eggs produced by a Brahma hen is gen-
erally greater than of those laid by fowls
that are regarded as better egg pro-
ducers. The hens are faithful, but not
persistent, setters. They will rarely
abandon a mest of eggs on which they
have commenced to set. It is compara-
tively easy, however, to break up their
desire for setting, when they will return
to hyiﬁﬁ' As the Brahma hen is heavy,
she is likely to break the eggs of those
breeds which produce thin shells, but
the eggs of her own production are of
sufficient strength to sustain her weight
on the nest.

As mothers, the Brahmas are kind,
affectionate, fai watchful and provi-
dent. Being ble and quiet in
their dispositions, they neyer engage in
quarrels with other fond mothers who
are rearing families in the same neigh-
borhood. Their example in this respect
might be followed to good advantage by
other birds, as well as by human moth-
ers. As Brahmas seldom wander far
from the place set apart for their ocon-
pancy, their chicks are nof liable to be
carried off by hawks or devoured by
small animals. As the body of lhe
Brahma is heavy and & wings compara-
tively small, it 18 not inclined to attempt
to fly long distances. It is easily fenced
in or fenced outof a yard. It uses its
feet for the furpose of walking upon the
ground, and not for that of scratching it
in pieces. It has respect for flower beds,
in which matter it shows its superivrity
over many men, Itendurescontinement
submissively, but rejoices in the free-
dom of the open field. ]

In short, the light Brahma is a comely,
useful, respectable and well-behaved
bird in all the walks of life. Its virtues
are many, its faults are few. Apparently,
it does not know the meaning of viee in
any of its various forms. During a some-
what protracted stay in this country it
has endeared itself to thousands in every
State in the Union. It has made many
friends and few enemies. Itis a favorite
with persons of all ages and of both
gexes, It has gained 1its excellent and
wide-spread reputation through merit
alone. It never sounds its own praise
with a loud voice. The male seldom
crows, and when he does it is not in the
tone or manner of the braggart. The
cackle of the female is only loud enough
to inform her owner that a visit to her
nest will not be unrewarded. Among
the gayer and more boisterous birds of
the poultry yard she walks a quiet, mod-
est Quaker, conscious that her life is
well spent and that the world is better
for her presence in it.

But the benefits conferred by the light
Brahma fowl do not terminate with
death. Its body is left as a rich legney
for the living. On the table, at the
market or the mansion, dressed or un-
dressed, raw or cooked, plain or garnish-
ed, it presents a temgting appearance,
and this appearance is by no means de-
ceptive, The flesh is tender, white and
of delicate flavor. The fowl when tol-
erably well mstured is very plump, the
flesh well supplied with fat, the whole
covered with a skin of rich and most
agreeable color. A few very Xecuhn.r
people who delight in the rapid develop-
ment peculiar to Young America, who
admire boys who carry a revolver at ten,
and girls who wear long dresses at twelve,

mn the light Brahma because it
has not a full coat of feathers when it
has been out of the shell buteightweeks,
and because it is not in prime condition
for the gridiron when the first strawber-
ries appear. These persons, however,
are chronic grumblers whose complaints
are unworthy of consideration.

A fine art gallery is to be opened in
London, the character of which will be
urely dramatic, and the object to bring

er a variety of paintings illustrative
of theatrical art, includi rtraits of-
deceased and living actors. It is intended,
also, that the dishnguisbmg feature of the
collection shall consist solely of contribu-
tions from actors and actresses of the
British stage, & collection of pic~
fures by the most talented of our scenic
artists will likewise be added. Most of
%y bt syt B

. names in

of contributors. Supiat

A pair of ears that go on a head of civ-

— —
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The Angust Meteors.

[Beentific Amerioan.]

On the 10th of August last the earth,
in its accustomed journey through space
reached the outer edge of theg

meteorie ring which iv annually passes
through at riod of the year. In
the vicinity of New York large num-
bers of meteors were seen during the
night of August 10th, some of them be-
ing of com :ars.tivelly large size, very
bright, and }]ozwing ong trails. Doctor
Lowis Swift, in a recent letter to the
Rochester Foxpress, gives the following
information concerning these remarkable

heavenly bodies:

Meteoric u.utronomi now takes rank as
a distinctive branch of astronomical
science. Not forty yeyrs have elapsed
since it was ascertained that star showers
are periodical. Even then, and for many
vears after, it was supposed there were
but two, called the Angust and Novem-
ber showers. Now, not less than one
hundred have been detected, and others
are constantly being added to the list.
The accounts of the showers that occur-
red in ancient times came down to us
clothed in such extravagant language
that, until the great star shower of No-
vember 13, 1833, astronomers were loth
to believe them. Now they know not
only the cause, but are able to predict
their recurrence with almost as much
exactness as eclipses, and the popular
mind observes these d.isplais with equa-
nimity and delight ins of fear and
alarm, or thinking the day of judgment
has come. Science has disarmed not
only them, but eclipses and comets as
well, of their terrors.

All know what a shooting star looks
like, but no living man can tell us what
it really is, for not one has ever been
known to reach the earth. Those heavy,
stony, and still more weighty metallic
masses, called meteorites, meteoric
stones, ete., which occasionally fall to
the earth from the celestial regions, of
which the one that recently fell in Towa
was a remarkable example, belong fo
another class of objects entirely, of the
origin of which man knows nothing.

A shooting star is only visible while
undergoing the process of combustion,
which lasts from one to three seconds,
geldom longer. Previous to this they
exist in a dark, probably solid condition,
not much, if any, larger than peas, too
small to be seen by daylight, and at
night, being in the earth's shadow, are
eclipsed and consequently invisible.
Only while being burned are they visi-
blehto us, as then they shine by their own
light.

Tach meteoroid moves in an orbit, re-
volving around the sun with as much
regularity as the larger planets. In fact,
each is in every sense of the word a
planet, obeying strictly the laws of grav-
itation and planetary motion. All space
is filled with them; {Loy are as numerous
as the sand. The ecrth and they in their
journey around tbe sun encounter each
other; the earth, by its superior attrac-
tion, draws them toward it, but to reach
it they must pass through the atmos-
phere, which not one is able to do. Only
meteoric stones are able to reach the
earth, and they have their surfaces black-
ened and converted to scoria by the ter-
rible heat engendered by the friction
with the atmosphere and by arrested mo-
tion.

Shooting stars move in all directions,
and at velocities probably equal fo the
earth’s, nearly nineteen miles a second.
One moving retrograde, therefore (from
east to west), would plunge into the at-
mosphere at a relative velocity of some
thirty-eight miles a second, and,; if allow-
ance be made for accelerated motion
caused by the earth's attraction, proba-
bly double that, or seventy-five miles a
second. The encounter is fearful, and
but for the atmosphere which acts as a
cushion, the eifect would be disastrous,
for not less than 800,000,000 would rain
upon the earth every daﬂ'

The source from whence these me-
teoroids come is comets, especially from
their tails. The tail of the great comet
of 1811 was 150,000,000 miles in len
and 15,000,000 in diameter. It is im-
probable in the highest degree that the
comet could gather its tail toitself again.
It is left behind, forming part of a ring,
which in time may become continuous.
Another comet comes and it does the
same, and during the ager whichare past
this process has been going on till the
interplanetary spaces are filled with not
only meteoroids, but something still more
marvelous.

In about three thousand years that
great comet will return again and repeat
the process, formi of another
ring, or adding to the first, depending on
circumstances which need not be consid-
ered here. Whenever the earth, in its
annunal journey, passes through any ring
made by some comef, no man knows
when, we get a star shower. The four
most notable ones in our times
take place at the following dates,
namely, on the mornings of August 11
and November 14, and the evenings of
November 24 and 27. The last two are
cansed by the earth passing through the
track of meteoroids left behind by the
fragments of Bida's comef, which di-
vided into two parts in 1845, 1In this
way meteoric rings are formed, of which
the solar system is filled, but none are
visible to us, exeept those the earth
passes through. By some such process
was the August ring formed, which the
earth i y through on the
evening of the 10th and morning of the
11th of the present month.

The first Angust shower mentioned in
history occurred on July 25, A. D. 811,
and has appeared with unfailing regular-
ity down to our time, except a break of
eighty-three years between 841 and 924,
and another and much longer one of
three hundred and ten years, between
933 and 1243, owing, Erubnbly. to breaks
in the ring, or, which is more likely, to
a failure to record them, The period of
the above comet is about one hundred
and twenty-three years, and it will there-
fore make its next appearance about the
year 1985.

The eccentricity of the August ring
is very great, its perihelion distance be-
ing equnal to that of the earth, and its
aphelion distance far beyond the orbib

of Neptune, making the circumference
of the ring more than 11,000,000,000
miles, and as thaearthistendsyugss—
at

ing through it, its thickness must
least 16,000,000 miles.

irty-three by twenty-
two :ﬁl&'m been for two years t
gradually drying up. Great whea
fields cover a gmutpareu over which,
three years ago, steamers floated. Cali-
fornia fashion, the lake sinks, through
which its waters find outlet info subter-
ranean channels, whose course and des-
tination are not traceable. Fishabound,

and thousands are continually whirled
away in the vortexes. '

“ Heaven lies about us in our infancy,”

Tulare Lake,

Tieep Mux.—The Colton Semi-Tropic
h, which

is ‘many localities
on acific coast: 'We have no room
for men who sre too proud or too tired
to work. We have now a lnrfoltu?lus
of *“Resting men" who woald fright-
ened to death if they found a job of
work. These we certainly have enough
of. But men who can come with a small
amount of ready money, and who are
able and willing to work and economize
a8 they do in other States, we can safely
promise them & good living and a com-
petence in the near future. To be sure
there is the same depression existing
here thai, just now is world-wide, but it
arises from no]éocsl uaunehand_ will mrta
pass away. ven now cheering repo
reach us from the East, and another
twelve-month will see the tide of pros-
perity commencing its glad wark among
us.

An infant daughter of John WTsr
was, without his consent, baptized by a
Catholic priest, inIndianagcu;Iis. Wagner,
being 8 Protestant, was displeased, and
has sued to compel the erasure of the
child’s name from the baptismal record
of the church.

HALIL’'S
SAFE & LOCK COMPANY,
CAPITAL - 81,200,000
General Cfliices end Wanufsctory
CINCINNATI, OHIO.

Paciric Braxcn,

No..210 Sansome St., S. F.

Agency for Oregon and Washington Territory
With HAWLEY, DODD & CO., Portland.

HALL’S PATENT CONCRETE

FIRE-PROOF SAFES.

ITuve been tested by the most disustrous confla-
grations in the country.

They are thoroughly fire proof.

They are free from dampnesa,

Their snperiority is beyond question.

Although about 150,000 of these safes are now
in use, and hundreds have been tested by some
of the most disastrous conflagrations in the
country, there is not a single instance ou record
wherein one of them ever failed to pieserve ila
contents perfectly.

HALL'S PATENT DOVETAILED

TENON AND GROOVE

BURGLAR-PROOF

= AT IS,
ITave never been broken open and robbed by
burglars or robbers.

Ilali's burglar work is prolected by letters
patent, and his work.eancot be equaled lawfully.

His patent bolt is superior to any in use.

His patent locks cannot be picked by the most
ekillful experts or burglars.

By one of the greatest improvements known,
{he Gross Automstic Movement, our locks are
operated withont any arbor or spindle passing

rough the door and into the lock.

Our locks canuot be opened or picked by bur-
glars or experts, (as in ease of otherlocks ,and we
will put fron: $1,000 10 $10,000 behind them any
tie against an equal amount.

The most skilled workmen only are employed.
Their work cannot be excelled.

Haull's Sufes and Locks can be velied on at all
times,

Tuey are carsfully and thorughly constructed.

THEY ARE THE BEST BAFE
Made in America, or any other country.
One Thousand Dollars

To any person who cun prove that one of Hall's
patent burglar-prool safes bas ever been
broken open snd robbed by
burglare up to the
present lime.

B. N. WILLIAMS;

Agent for Oregonand W. T.

Office with Hawley, hodd & Ce..
28feb16:9t1. Portland.

Rees HaMuIN. Exmerr F. WRENH.

DRAYACE !
DRAYACE!

Hamlin & Wrenn, Propr's.

HAVI‘NG JUST RETURNED FROM

Balem with & new truck, and having
leased the barn formerly occupied by James Eg-
lin, we are now prepa:ed to do all kinds of

DRAYING AND HAULING,

either int the city or country, at the lowest living
rates. Can be found st the old truck stand. A
share of the public pstronage respectfully solic-

Corvallis, Dec. 27, 1878. 16:524

JOB PRINTINC.

—_—

—THE—

Gazette Job Printing House

I8 NOW PREPARED TO DO

Plain and Ornamental Printing,

As neat and Cheap &s it can be done byany
Office on the Coast.

ends,
Aatier Nleads

Mia ements,
P -ogxrammmes,

Bsill

Ball Tickets.
Invitlations
Cireulars,
Busine.-n ¢ ards,
Visiting (ards,
Labels.
Dodgers,
muasll !'.lur-i
Envelopes.
iL.exnl Blanks'
Bank Notes,
shipping Recelpts,
Order Books,
Duns,

nES
».te,, Elo

mail mptly filled. Esti-
wies taraianedy | L

AUCUST KNICHT,

-CABINET MAHER,

—AND—

UNDERTAKER,

Cor. Second and Monroe 5ts.,

CORVALLIN, -« « OREGON,

Keeps constantly on band all kinds of
FURNITURE

COFFINS AND CASKEST.

—

at
Corvallis, Jan, 1. 1877. 48

BOOKS WHICH ARE BOOKS.

** Good Books for AlL’

‘Works which should be found
—mit:i.n the reach ?f all mder:.n—“lelm
tertain, and improve. Copies will
sent by return post, on receipt of prilfe.
New I y; or Bigns of Character, as
nn,'ln;‘m through Temperament, snd Exter-
Forms, ard especially in the Human Face
Divine. With more than One Thousand Tlus-
trations. By Bamuel R. Wells, 768
Howry muliy, 8380 1S
i cyel ; As
embracing Outlines of 'Ans)t':‘:z oli;lfiy nlene
of the Human Body ; Preservation of anl?.ﬁy
Dietetics and Cookery ; Theory and Practice of
Hygienic Treatmeni ; Special Pathol. and
peutics, including the Nature, Causes
Bymptoms and Treatment of all Known Dis-
eases. By R. T. Trall, M. D. Nearly 1000

Wodek; on 'the Righ

:; or The Right Relationsof the Sexes.

A B_menhﬁc Trjestise, disclosing the ‘}aw:?:f
Conjugal Selection. Showing Who May and
:\;l:% ay Not Marry. By Ssmuel R. Wells.

How o Read ; and Hints in Clionsing th
Books, with a Classified L'st of Wnrﬁs oﬁ‘ gf:f

thy, History, Criticism, Fine Arts, Poatry
iction, I‘.ehg:{m, Science, Language, ele. Bj',

gﬁ;ﬁm V. Petitt. 220 pages. lzamo, muslin.

How to Write; a Manual of iti

B wr-\;;?;kting- Ml.mlinf X E:: .(,ompos:tmn and
ow k; a Manual of Conversation
']r)secl:nle, with mistakes in Speaking currected“d.

How to Behave; a Manual of Republi i
quette and Guide fo Correct Per.!mml;iml‘;afit
with Rules for Debating Societios. Muslin

How to do Business ; a Pocket Manual of i
cal Affairs and a guide to Success, \1|ril.l:11-::‘l :ut:-
lection of Legal Forms. Muslin, 75e.

Choice of Pursuits; or What to Do and How to
Ed_uqute Each Man for his Proper work, de-
scribing SBeventy-five Trades and Professions,
and the Talents and Temperaments required,
By N. Sizer. $1.00.

; ils Anatomy and Phil:.snphy. with
numerous Notes, and upwards of 70 illustra-
tions. $1.00.

How to Paint; Designed for Tradesmen, Mer-
chante, Mechanles, Farmers and the Profession-
al Painter. Plain and Fancy Painting, Guild-
ing, Graining, Varnishing, Polishing, Paper-
gi?gu;g, i{ll‘l a_:umgil}g tIn.nd. Ornamenting, For-

or Mixing Paint i i

e !‘.1.00.8 in 0il or Water. By
Combe's Comstitution ¢f Man. Considered in

relation to External Objects, $1.50.

Combe’s Lecturcs on Phrenology. With an Essay
on the Phrenological mode of Investigation,
and a Hislorical S8keich. By Andrew Board-
man, M. D. $1.50.

How to Read Character. A new Illustrated
Hand-book of Phrenvlogy and Physiognomy.
With 170 engravings. Muslin, $1.25.

How to Raise Fruits. A Guide to the Cultiva-
tion aud Management of Fruit Trees, and of
Grapes and Bmall Fruits. By Thomas Gregg.
Illustrated. $1.00.

Letters to Women on Midwifery and the Diseases
of women. With Geuneral Management of
Childbirth, the Nursery, ete. For Wives and
Meothers.  $1.50.

Science of Human Life. By Sylvester Graham.
With a Copicus Index und Biographieal Sketch
of the Author. $3.00.

Phrenclogical Journal and Life Illustrated. De-
voted to Ethmology, Physiology, Phrenology
Physiognomy, Psycology, Biography, Eduea-
tien, Art, Literature, with Measures tp He-
form, Elevate and Improve Mankind Physi-
cally, Mentally aud Spiritually. Published
Monthly in octavo form, at $2.00 a year in
advance, or 28 cents o number. New volumes
January and July.

Inclose amount in a registered letter or by a
P. 0. order for one or for all of the above, and
address B. R, WELLS & (0., Publishers, 737
Broadway, New York. Agents wanted.

RUPTURE
CURED!

From & Merchant.
Dayros, W. T. Feb, 10, I879.

W. J. Horne, Proprietor California Elastie
Truss Co., 720 Market street, San Francisco—Dear
8ir: The Truss I purchased of you one year ago
bas proved a miracle to me. I have been ruplur-
ed forty yesars, and wore dozens of different kinds
of Trusses, all of which rnined my health, as
they were very injorious to my back and spine.
Your valuable Truss is as easy as an old shoe and
is worth hundredsof dollars to me, as it affonds
me 8o much pleasure. Iecan and do advise all,
both ladies and gentlemen, afflicted, Lo buy and
wear your modern improved Elastic Trussimme-
dintely. I never ex[rect to be eured. but am sat-
isfied and happy with the comforl it gives me Lo
wear it. It was the best $10 I ever invested in
my life. You can refer any one to me,and I wlll
be happy {o answer any letlers on its merits, I
remain, yours, respectfully,

D. D, BUsSSELL.

Latest Medical Endorsements.

Magmsez, Cal., Feb. 17, 1879,

W.  J. Horne, Proprictor California Elastie
Truss Co., 720 Market street, 8, F.—Dear Bir:
In rd to your Cal. Elastic Truss, I would say
t.hnmn.ve carefully studied its mechanism, ap
plied it in practice, and I do not hesitate to say
that for all purposes for which Trusses are worn
it is the bost Truas ever offered to the public.

Yours truly. J. H. Cagorness, M. D,
Endorsed by & l’m::lmeut Medical Inntl

e,

8ax Fraxcisco, March 6, 1879,
W. I&mc, Esq.—Dear Sir. You ask my
opinion of the relative merits of your Patent
lastic Truss, as compared with other kinds that
have been tested um.ler my observation, and in
roply I frankly state, that from the time my at-
tention was first called to their simple, though
highly mechauical and philosophical construction,
together with easy adjustibility to persons of all
ages, forms and sizes, 1 add this further festi-
monial with special pleasure, thal the several
persons who have applied to me for aid in their
cases of rupture, and whom I have advised to try
yours, all mknowlulﬁa their entire satisfaction,
and consider themselves highly favored by the
jon of your improved Elastic Truss.
Yours truly, Barrow J. Baara, M. D.
Proprietor of the Hygienie Medical Institute,
635 California street, San Franeisco,

A Remarkable Cure.

8aw Fraxcisco, Oct. 26, 1879,

W. J. Horne, Proprietor Calilornia Elastio
Truss, 720 Market street, Ban Francisco—Dear
Sir: I am truly grateful to you for the wonder-
ful CURE your valnable Truss has eflfected on my
little boy. The double Truss I _urnhanegl l'rc_.m
ou has PERFECTLY CURED him of his pain-
ful rupture on both sides in a little over six
months. The Steel Trass he had hefore 1 bought
yours caused him cruel torture, and it was & hap-

day for us all when he laid it aside for the
81141 JRNIA ELASTIC TRUSS. T am sure
that all will be thankful who are
led to give your Truss a frial. You may refer
any one to me on the subject. Yours truly,

Wu. Peru, 638 Sacramento Bt.
This is to certify that I have examined the son
of Wm. Peru, and find him PERFECTLY
CURED of Hernia, on both sides.
L., Dexteg Lyronrp, M. D. .
Surgeon and Physician,

rovidentinlly

Tyusses forwarded lo all parts of the United
States al our expense, on receipt of price.

Semd Stamp tor Fllusirated Catalogue
» ’.ml Price List.

Giving fall information and rules for measuring
. . ELASTIC TRUSS
COMPANY,

720 Market Street, 8. F.

E. H. BURNHAM,
HOUSE PAINTING,

GRAINING AND PAPER HANGING.

AI;I: WORK IN MY LINE PROMPTLY
attended to on reasonable lerms. Pa

, per-
Work done to order on shart netice, and | hanging & _specialy.  Oiers ey, Do (R o

McFadden's ter shop.
Corvallis, April 7, 1879, 1546




