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OPINIONS ON THE CENTENNIAL,

As Decoration Day was appointed
for the upening of the Banker's Build-
ing, at the Exhibition in Philadelphis,
the directors of most of the Jarge banks
gave their clerks a holiday for forty-
eight hours, and paid their expenses to
the Centennial. This was a treat to
men who are tied down to the desk the
year round, and about 200 of the gay-
est men rode off in the bright morning
with their wives and sweethearts, to Jo
Brown DBrothers, one
ot the largest banking firme in the city,
cave each of their married employees
§50, and the single ones $25, so that all
might bave a taste of the pleasure,
Another firm provided a drawing-room
car for their employees. Such liberal
dealings characterize firms ot standing,
who keep their trusted clerks for years,
tiil their enstomers know the very pe-
culiavities of their hawnd.writing and
fold of the letters, and wonld hardly
recognize correspondence eoming in any
other way.

But the Centennial did not seem to
impress all its visitors in an extreme'y
tayorable way. Oune of the young men
went in this excursion expressed him-
selt without reserve on his return as to
the value of the Exkibition, and his rve-
marks are given for what they are
worth,

“See it all!” he broke out in answer
to a guestion, “I saw it all in six hours
Went through all the buildings, took
two lunches, and was back in New
York the next morning. In my opin.
ion, the Centennial is the biggest Foro-d
ever perpetrated on an unsuspecting
jeople. There is hardly a thing to be
seen that one can’t find in the Broad-
way shop-windows. "There is an enor-
mous display of fine dress goods aad
tarniture, nothing better than we see
every day. There isv’t £50,000 worth
of jewelry in the whole exhibition, ayd
not more than 2,000 pictures. The
machinery is wonderful, aud the build-
ings are large and showy. The Wo
men’s Pavilion is nearly as largeas any of
them, aud was full of bric-a-brac,which
my lady friend with me said was rather
cheaply dove.” And he expressed in
other language that he didn’t want any
more Ceuntenniat iu his. This is ouly
0 opinion, and, as Josh Billings says,

only what they will fetch, but it may
console the few who are prevented from

seeing the Centennial to know that
they bave not lost all thére is in the

opinion of these bank clerks, I say the
Centennial is a big thing; and one
which everybody ought to see. There
are art pictures in plenty, and the bes.
in the world; there is statuary; there is
machinery; there are goods from every
conutry 1 the world, and there is
everything that ean delight and instruet.
It is precisely what was mtended—an
-exhibition of the world’s progress; and
whoever does not see 1t misses an ex-
tremely good thing. Dut dou’t let it
cost you too much. There are not
enough people in Philadelphia to stock
ithe boarding houses, by a lung way;
and there are rooms for an hundred
thousand more than are there now,or
will be there at any time. Pay po
high prices. Stop by the day till you
get what you want at the price you
want, and then settle down quietly to
see what is to be seen. The hotels and
boarding-houses are more anxious to
have you than you sre to have them.
There has not been that rush that was
expected, nor will there be. Six
months is a long time; and it will
spread out the exhibition tolerably thin,
so far as people in attendance is con-
cerned. There is no vecessity for pay-
ing exorbitant prices. Oune can live in
Philadelphia this summer as cheaply as
in any other city, it ouve knows how.
Toe secret is: wait. Go till you find
what you want and don’t be frightened
by any reports of erowds. "T'here is no
such thing. There are more rooms
than people, and there will be to the
end of the exhibition. Dut go, by all
means. It is worth the going ten
thousand miles to see.

METROPOLITAN EXTEAVAGANCE,
There is money in the country some
where, or people conld not afiord =ach
indulgences as are offered by our metro-
politan shops of luxury. At a tashion-
able furnishing-honse, where the de-
signs are always in the best of taste, [
was shown some of the uvew fashiors
for decorating houses. The heavy
hand-wove«Japanese brocades, in rich
subdued colors, made of raw silk, mixed
with gold, were eer‘ainly very handsome
fur chair coverings, and looked as if
they might be a joy forever, like all
truly beantiful thivgs. They were- of
ordivary widih, bat when the attend-
ant mentoned the price—only fifteen
dollars a yard—awe took possession of
my soul. *How muech would the gqoan-
tity suflicient for wpholstering a set of
furniture cost ¥ T ventured to inguire.
“From one thonsaud to fifteen hundred
dollars,” was the answer. And I didn’t
ask any more questions. But when the
dealer went on to show a satin, figuved
with gold embroidery, at £15 a vard,
with which he was to cover the walls
of a lnyge room ia place of wall-paper,
and T thought ot the country suflering
from stagnation of business, and grew
sick. This is no exaggeration, and no
more are some different facts with which
I am going to contrast this.

SHADOWS OF CITY LiFE.

At & deck in the room where this It-
ter is writien, sits one of the best stuck

- | actors in the city, who two maoonths ago

was receiving a salary of 800 a week,
with steady employment for the sam.-
mer. In anevil hour, in hopes of mak-
ins a big saccess, be was persaaded 1w
give it up and go “in a star part,” as it
is called, in the country, at a much

 larger salary, to be sure, but still ona

ventare. It was not a foolish thing to
do, in faet his friendscongratulated him
when they heard of it, that le liad a
chance to distinguixh himself, and make
a reputation like Mulberry Sellers,

world by not going,
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which would make him nch for lifs,,

-

But, notwithstanding the adverse'
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Wwas anticipated, snd the man was lefu
out of employment, with a family on
kis hands, and not a stroke of work to
be had. The companies are all full for
the season, and the poor man sits there
within reach, penniless, living on one
meal a day, of bread and water, supplied
through the chauce gift of friends,
ligtheaded with faintuess, and unable
to keep his children from hunger.
Farmers, who gather your families
round a plemiful table daily, if it is

ever so plam, consider yourselves fortu-
uate.

POLITICAL.

Governor Tilden’s friends are in hot
water. About five hundred papers,
Demoeratic of course, in the West and
South, veceived an ofier from an adver-
tising agency in this city, Lo publish as
“gooted matter,” five nolwes urging
Tilde: for the Presigency. The papers
receiving them who were opposed to the
Governor, immediately raised the
how! that lie was attempting to subsid-
ing the press, and a pretuy little row it
raised. The anti-Tilden papers took it
up venomously, and charged the old
fux with all sorts of corruption and
fiaud, laying particular stress upon the
fact that the advertising agents who
sent out the groposition were Republi-
cans, and wanting to know what Iie-
publicans had to do with Democratic
nominations, Now the facts are these.

- Bates & Locke, 3¢ Park Row, New

York, are advertising agents. Their
busipess is to place advertising in news-
papers tor whosoever desires it, for
which they get a eommission from the
newspapers. They advertise, jnst asa
shoemaker makes shoes, for whoever
comes to them—Jew, Gentile, Chris-
tian or Pagan,

It happened one morning that a cas-
tmoer of theirs who is a democrat,
came into their ofiice, and wanted five
notices offered to five hundred papers,
urging the nominaticn of the Gov-
ernor. They did it, just as they would
have sent out five notices of .a piano,
or sewing maclive. Probably Gov.
Tildes knew mnothing about it. Prob.
ably it was the tnbute a friend wished
to pay him, But be that asit may,
the people opposed to him have madea
terrible howl aboot it, and it has made
more talk than any one incident of the
campaign,

THR STEWART ESTATE.

My adviee is dcn’t get rich, Inever
will, for it isu’t sate. One never knows
what is to come of Ii's money after he
is gove. Alexander T, Stewart died
worth torty millions; and he disposed
of it all, as we!l as it could bLe dowe,
before he died. Dut vow comes a
dezen or more of people who elsim
that they are cousins of the old man;
and they insist that the will by which
be dirposed of his property was furced
out of him by his wite and Judge IHil-
ton; and, in short, that they are estitled
to their share as relatives. Aund they
have employed lawyers, qnd have com-
menced snit to bresk the will; and
there is a prospect ahead for lively busi-
ness. The probability is that others
will get their fingers in this very rich
pie betore it is dove with, It is stated
that he has relatives which he never
publicly ackvowledged; snd that they
and their triends are also after their
share of the dead merchaut’s money.
He never had any children, and eousins
—first, second and third—are springing
up all over the world; and it the will
of the dead merchant can be broken,
there is enough to make them ail* com-
furtable. Lawyers have been found to

take hold of it on speculation, for they

But the play proved not a success “'

have a double chance, It is prouable | o,
that Mrs, Stewart and Judge Hilton
will pay very handsomely to buy them
off, for they had better pay than sub-
mit to the annoyance of legal worry.
The lawyers witl get handsome pick-
ings. The elaimauts may, or may not,
get something. But one thing is toler- | £0S
ably certain: the estate will be shorn
materially. The old man fonght, ftrug-
gled and worried all his lite to have a
score of people, of whoze existence he
was ignorant, pulling his boves out of |
his grave and fighting over them like
so many hyenas. Such is life.

THE DULL SEASON.

Tt is not too much to say that the
social state of the city resembles that of
a mining town in the Sierras. The
clubs are well nigh deserted, and busi-
ness is—where, nobody knows. People
ara going or gone to the country; they
went befire May.day, indeed, dand the
newer and cleaper the place that re-
ceives them the better. Families are
fond of tinding new country places that
nobody in town” koows of but them-
selves, and the season after they will be
heard pluming themselves on discover-
ing & bauut with all the advantages a
country place was ever known 10 pos.
sess.  The weather is deligtinl in New-
York, m pity to those who can’t get
away. bBut folks are not guing to thea-
tres, or o clubs or gatherings as they
used to in the good old war days, which
a few are begiuning to lovk back to,
when, if prices were high. there was a
dollar and a half in a man’s pocket
pay them with.

There is no dollar and a half now
that is in reach ot anyove. There is vo |
buying orselling, there is nothing duing
in property, and everything is as bad as
it can be. The West is prosperous, but

it does not seem to affect the Eastern |

cities atall. - There are = great many
people in town, going and cuming from
the Centennial, but they are not bhere
to trade. They leave no money in the
city aud the publie shop-keepers are iu
despair. They had hopes of the Centen-
nial, and now that thas las failed them
they feel that the bottom has dropped
ont for certain.
TUE MUSTANG BACE.

Parker, the Calitoruia rider, made an-
other attempt to ride 305 miles in fit-
teen hours, and failed. Tt was a very
preity game, so the betting men think
He failed to'dy it on his. flyst
trial, but sportiig men who bet upon
him believed that he could do it, and
that he failed parposely to get bets on
a sceondd attempt, and, theretore, they
backed him more” fieely 'than betfore,
As he failed this time they believe he| b
and his mustangs to be frands, and
that they Lave been nicely taken in and
doue for. 'They were betting on an-
other man’s game, and have lost all
around. Parker wastaken off his horse
stone tlind, but he recovered his sight
an hour afterward.  Prubably his eyes
are god enough this moruing to count
his wionings, There are a great many
men ity New York thjs morning who
swear they will nvever bet on a horse-
race agaii. Pixrro.

Joshna G. Leland, & pruminent resi-
dent of Ann Arbor, Mich,, dieda few
days sgo from thie effects of the bite of
arat. He atiempted to kill a rat,
wheun it bit him on the hand. Some
time atter the hand and arm commenced
swelling, and continved to swell till
they rcached sn enormons size. Death
resulted in abont a week.
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