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AN ACT to protect lines of teleoraph
constructed or u=ed by 1he Uniled
States from maliclons Tujury gnd
obstruction.

e §t eaneled .'.ﬁ-( the Senete. .o Flose
of fegrerantatives of v Uwéted? Slabes
of Auncvion &n Conpross assonileod,

® That any poerson or percans who

shall wilfully or malicionsly injure or
destroy any of the works or proporty
or material of any telegraphic Tine
constructed and owned.  or in process
ot construction, by the Uniie] States,
or that may be herealter constructod
and owned or ceenpiod and controlixd
by the the United Staies, or who shall
wiltulty or malicionsly uerfere in
any way with the workine or n<e of
any suchdclegrmphic ine, or who <lall
wilfully or malivionsly oletroct. hiu-
der, or delay the teansmission of any
comumpnicition over auy such  tele-
grapimsline shall be decmed guilty
af & misdemeanor. and, on conviction
therecof in any district conrt of the
United States haviog jnrisdiction of
the same, slmll ho hetl by a tine
of not less than ove lonelrad nor more
than one thowsand dollirs, or with
famiprisonment for a term ot execsd-
ing three years, or with both, in the
discretion ot the court.

Approved, June 23, 1571,

AN ACT to provide for the care and
custody of persons convictedd in the
courts of the U'nitek Srate= who have

§ ormay become insane while impris-

" aned,

BR cratted By the 8 vt
R presotatives «f the | . X
fri in Congresy assern!id. o,

That npon the application of the At-
toruey-Generil, the Scortary of the
Interior be, amd Le i= horeby, anthogs
ized and directed to rransier to the Tn-
‘g Asylum in Disulct of Colr i
all persons who have Toen or :
be convicted of any otfense in any
court of the United States, sl fm-
prisoned Inany Siate prison or peni-
tentiary of sny St or "Terrl s
who, during the toerm of their Bnppis-
onment, have or shal

! Flows - af

i bevomie and be

inEne.
Sec. 2, Shat inoall eases wliere any
Perioi Cony i o

the

Uaited Sgates shall, whito
ander such conviciion
Wwison or penitentiory

nsane and thor -
modation for such itsaue person stihe
Insarle Asvium of the District of ul-
mnbia. or if for otleer renzons tha At-
torney-General s of opinion that sach
instne person =hionld I placed at =
Stafe inse wvioem culwr than at
s:li*.l(Di—'Lrirl‘. Asylim, then the Atror-

ney-Gisueral shall hey wwerr In Lis
diseretion to ) I any State
insane or lo v within the
Stte i which s vonRvic! 1= impris-
Gladtly for liis core 1 anstody while

svifalning =0 in=an nd «in all cases
where such convicts shall have Lereto-
tore been, or shall herenfer he, trmns-
dorred to-a Stite asylun for iusane
conviets, in accordance with the Iaws
of such State, the Attorney-Goneral is
herebhy authorized and direeted o enm-
peunsats the soil asvinm,
anthorities control
the care and cus
convicts, nntil

or the proper

the =awmne, tor
v of such in=ane
© remosa] or s
charge. in such amou as he shall
deewn just amd res-ounble: ol no con-
tract shall he made or compensation
prid for the care of such nsune person
beyvond their respective terins of in-
prisonment.

See. 3. That whenever=uch insane
vonvict shall he restorsdd to zanily,
atter be or she shall have been trans-
ferred onder the provizions of thiz act,
he or she shall be returied to the pris-

-on or penitentiary from which the
transfer was made, provided the term

of lmprisonment shall not have ex- |

pired.  The qnestions of sanity in all
cases arising ymder this act shail he
determined in accondance with the
rules and regulations of existing laws,
State or natwonal. on that subject, ap-
plicalile to the prison, or penitentiary.
or asyvlum where such conyict shall be
confined,
Approved, June 23, 1574,

JOINT RESOLUTION providing for
the termivation of the treaty he-
tween the United States and 1iis
Majesty the King of the Delginns,
concluded at Washington July sev-
entecath, eighteen®hundred and flry-
eight.

Whereas it is provided by the seven-
tcenth article of the treaty between
the United States of Awmerica, on the
one part, and [Tiz Majesty the King of
the Belgians, on the other part con-
cluded at Washington on the seven-
teenth day of July anno Domini eizh-
teen hundred and fifty-eight that “the
preseat treaty shall be in force daring
ten vears fram thedate of the exchunge
of the ratifications, and nuntil the ex-
pistion of twelve months atter either
of the high contracting parties shall
have announced to the other its inten-
tion to terminate the operation there-
of, cuch party reserving to itzell the
right of making such declaration to the
other at toe end of the ten years above
mentioned, and it is agreed that, after
the cxpiration of the twelve months
prolongation accorded on both sides,
this treaty and all its stipulations shall
gense to be in foree;* and
#Whercas, it is no longer for the in-
dorest of the United States to contiuue
the said treaty, in force: Therefore,

Leewdooed by Guw Scite cnd. Foviaw of Tvpre-
rendicices of (he Thileed Sieon of Am-rica tn
Crmgnoees @z mblerl, -

That notive be given of the termina-
tion of said treaty according to the
provisions of the said seventecntls arti-
* cle thereof for such termination, arnd

thae President of the United States is

_hereby anthorized to communiente

gach notice to the Government of the

Kingdom of Belgimn,

=

. éppmed, June 17, 1874,

~AN ACT to provide for the improve-

ment of the Oostenaula I{iver,piu l.l?c

State of Georgin.

e it enactel by tha Senale tn a Hose
~af Represenlatives of the Unitnd States
cof Avweiiou in Congress dasendied,

That-the smmn of ten thousand del-

lars be, and the same is hercby, ap-

propriated, out of the money in the

}.‘m‘snr}' of ;hail.'r?lted States, for Lhe

mprovement of the Oostenaala Riy

in the State of Georgin. v
Approved, June 2}, 1874,

JOINT RESOLUTION providing for
a change in the name and title of
the agent and consnl-general of the
United States at Alexandria.
Rewdved by the Scnote and Houwse of Ry~

resentatives of the U'nitad States of America

in Congress asscmblod,

That the name and title of the agent

and consul-general of the United

States at Alexandria shall, from the

of this joint resolution, be

#agent and consul-general of the

ITnited States at Cairo.””?

Approved, Jannary &, 1871,

AN AUT to extend the time allowed
for the redemption of certain lands
by the first section of the act en-
titled *=An act to provide for the re-
demption and sale of Lunls held by
the United Statesaugder ~she severul
nets levying direct taxes, and for
othier purposes™ approved June
eighth, Blg‘l[&'ll hunidred and seven-
ty-two, amd to suspend the opern-
tion of the fourth section of said act.
I it encecteel by the Sonate and  Toee of

Feprescitatives of the niftod Sictes of  triver-

#ren far Cingrr—es cexe-smdid =l

That the time allowed in and by the

fir=t section of the adt of Congress ap-

proved Fone eighth, cighteen hundred

and seventy-two, entitled “An act o

provide for the redemption mud sale of

lendds held by the United States under
the several acts levying direct taxes,
and for othdr purpeses’, e aad the
same iz hereby extended for the term
of two vears from the first day of

June, eighteen hundred awmd seventy-

four.

Sec. 2. That the operation of the
fourth section of said act be, awd the
same is herchy, saspendad until the
expiration of =aid term ol Lwo years
trom =aid first day of June.

Approved, June 20, 1574

JO'ST RESOLUTION explanatory
of resolution approved January 31,
1563, entitled A resolution Hmiting
conlracks for .-eln:imn-r_\' mul other
supplies in the execentive depart-
ments to one year,.”™”

I wilreed bg thie 8enerbe ool Thwrwe of I p-
senlottevs of i Tniled: Dlentes ef i i
o by risy sepeoilil el

That the resolution appreved Jann-
ary thirty-first, eighteen hnndeed
sistyv-eisht, entitfed A resolution
tniting coutracts for stationery and
other supplies in the Excentive De-
partinents to one year,” shall not be
helid. or con=truedd, to apply to, or in-
clude, mail-bags, mail iocks and keys.
postal cards, postage Stamps, newspa-
per wrappers. or stamped envelopes.

Approved, March 24, 1574,

AN ACT to aathorize the n=e of gilt
letters for the names ot of vessels.
Fie i vapercteed Bgp AR Sonetes sened  Fliase of

B wenlepiven il A0 [Tudtodd Shtles of Jhiners
1 in Congmas assanbiod,

That section ihree of the act entitled

A act concernine thie resistering

and reconding of ships gl vessels,™

approved December thirty-fipst, sev-
coteett tndren and wipety-twn, i=

n

hereby =0 mmendind a= to allow the

name of Aany vessel to he painted upon
her stern in vellow or silt letters.
Approved, June 23, 1574,

AN ACT to protect nersons of fiveign
birth agninst foreible constrint or
involintary servitude.

Fie 2 wmivetod By the Nonvefe vl Finees of
Poghi s of thee Fraitod St wof Anwri-
i Cungross axresnilidof,

That whoever shail

knnwirgly  and

L willly bring into the United States,

or the Territovies thercof, any per=on
inveigled or forcibly Kidnapped innny
cther conmtry, with  intent to hold
=tich per=on <o inveigled or kidnapped
in continement or to any inveluntry
servier. and whoever shall knowingly
mnd willfully seil, or cause to he sold,
into any comdition  of inveluntary
servitniles, any other person for any
term wilaitever, amnd every person who
=hall knowingly
invelunmary service any person so sohl
sl bonglhit, <hall be decmed gniley of
a flony, auad, on conviction thereot
L imprizoncd for a term not excecd-
inz five yvears and pay a fine not ex-
ceciling tive thousand dollars.

Sec. 2. That every person who
shall be accessory to anyv of the felo-
nics herein deciered. either before or
after the fact, =hall be deemed gniity
of 2 felony, and on convielion thereal
De imprisoned finr 4 terul nob excend
ing five vears nud pay 5 fine not ex-
ceciling one thousamdl dullars.,

Approved, June 23, 1574,

AN ACT to change the times of hold-
ing the circoit amd district courts at
the city of Evausville.

B it enerddisd Lgt the Beneile canid Flovge of
Roprea nttives o the it Sioti's of -
font enr Chrnspross asyernldodd

That the termsz of the cirenit and
district conrts of thé United States for
the diztrict of Indiana, which nre pro-
vided by Inw to be holden st the city
of Evansville, sladl bhercafier be helid
at that ity on the first Mondays of
April and October in each yenr.

Sec. 2. That all suits which stand
for trial at, amnd all writs, processes
and recoguizances which are, or may
be made, returnable to, the Gext Au-
anst tern of =ald conrts, shnll stand
continued and be returnable to the
next term thereof provided for in this
act. y

Approved, June 23, 1574.

AN ACT to amend and supplement
an act entitied “Au act to establish

a uniform system of lankraptey

throughout the United States™ ap-

proved March second, eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-seven, atid for other
purposes.

B il eviacted by (e Renate oo Flinese of
Fepresenlalivey of the Uniled Stoales of dnaler-
forr in Congress osseinbled,

That the act eutitled “*An act to es-
tatli=h a unlform system of bankruptey
throughout the United States,” ap-
proved Muarch second, eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-scven, be and the same
is hereby, amended and supplemented
as follows: That the court may, in
it=discretion, on safficient causc shown,
and npon notice and hearing, direct
the receiver or assignee to tuke pos-
session of the property, and eirrg on
the business of the debtor, or any part
thereof, under the direction of the
court, when, in Its judzment, the in-
terest of the estate as well as of the
creditors will be promoted thereby,
but not for a period ex ng nine
months from the time the debtor shall
have been declared a bankrupt: Pro-
vided, That such order shall not be
made until the court shall be satisfled
that it is appreved Dby a majority in
value of the creditors.

Sec. 2. That section one of sakl act
b, saud it 15 hereby, amended by add-
ing thereto the following wonls:

s Provided, That the court having
charge of the estate of any bankruipt

may direct thatany of the legal asscts
or debls of the bankrupt may direct
that any of the legnl assets or debtors
of the bunkrupt, as contradistingnished
from cquitable demands, shall, when
such debt does not exceed five hundred
dollars, be collected in the courtz of
the State where such bankrupt resides
having jurisdiction of claims of such
tature nnd amount.™?

See. 3. That section two of said nct
be, aud it hereby is, amended by strik-
{2;; ont, ludl%ne ten; the wcrrd; “the
Ssune, and inserting the woid “-any’*:
and by adding uext after the wo}r"d;
wr:}dn\ﬁrssui;ltgt‘fr?t.“ in line twelve, the,

¥ :
oo ing and dubt.lu sqth

See. 4. That unless otherwize or-
n':lextd by the court, the assignee lsh?l;l
sell the pr(:l}_mrl;y of the bankrupt
whether real or personal, at public
anction, in such parts or pamL and
at such times and places as shall be
Lest calenlated to produce the greatest
amount with the icast expense.  All
go_ti_cu of public sules under this act

any assignee or officer of the court
shall be published once a week for
three consecutive weeks in the news.
rnlt:utt;ml s!l)’y‘;]t'hebém'l‘g.
ealeulated to give general notlee of thg
sale, And the court, on the applica-
tiont of apny party in luterest, shall

- halld to |

have comnplete supervisory power over
such sales, including the power to set
aside the same and to onder a re-sale,
so that the property sold shall realize
the Jargest sum. And the court may,
in its diseretion, order any real estate
of the bankrupt, “or afdy part thereof,
to be sold tor one-fourth ecash at the
time of sale, and the residue within
cighteen months in_sach instalments
as the court may direct, bearing in-
terest at the rate off seven per ceutum
per annum. and secured by proper
morigage or lien npon the property so
sold. Al it shiall be the duty of every
as<ignce to keep a regular aceount off
all meneys received or expended by
L 2% such assienee, to which acconnt
every creditor shall, at reasonable
times, have free access. I any as-
gigniee shall fail or neglect to well and
taithifully discharge his duaties in the
sale or dizsposition of property s nhove
contemmplated, it shail be the duty of
the court to remove such assignee, aud
Lie shall forfeit all fees and emoluments
to which he might be entitled in con-
nection with such sale. And if any
assignee shall, in any manner, in vio-
lation of his duty aforesaid, unfairly or
wronefully =ell or dispose of, or inany
manner frandulently or corruptly con-
hine, couspire, or agree with any per-
son or persans, with intent to nuliirly
or wrouginlly sell or dispose of the
property conunilted to his charge,  he

| shall, upon prool thereof, be removed,

and forfeit all fees or other compensa-
tion for any  amd all services in con-
pection with such bankrup’ts estate,
and, upor, couviction thercof bhefore
any court of competent juriadiction,
shall be linble to o fine ol not more
than ten thonzand dollars, or impris-
omment in the penitentiary for a tern
of not exceeding two years, or both
tine and impiisonment, at the discre-
tion of the court. Al any person
so combining. conspiring, or agrecing
with such assignee for the purpose
atoresaid shall, upon cvonviction, be
liable to a like pubishment. 'That the
assignee shall report, under oath, to
the court, at least as often as once in
three months, the comdition of the
estate in hiz charge. aml the state of
his aceovnts in detail, mud at all other
times when the court, on motion or
otherwise, =hall so erler. And on
any zettiement of the accounts of any
=i, e shall be required to ace-
count forall interest, benefit, or ad-
vantage receivald. or in apy manner
agreed to be received, direetly orin-
dircetly. trom the wse, dispo=al, or pro-
ceeds of the bankrupt’s estate. Al
he =hall be roguired, upon such set-
tlemen:, to make and flle in conrt an
attidlwvit declaring, aceonding to the
truth, whether he haz or hLas not, as
the case may be, received, orisoris

{ not, a3 the ease may be, to receive,
| directly or

indireetly, any intere=t,
beuetit. or advautnge firom the uze or
deposit of suchy funds 3 and such as-
sicnee may be exiunined orally upon
the same sabject, and if he shall will-
fully swear filsely, either in such atli-
davit or examisation, or to his report
provided for in this section, he shall be
deemed to be guilty of perjury, and,
on copvietion thereof; be puiished by

imprisomupent i the penitentiary nou |

le<= theur one aod not more than five
yeirs.

See. 5. Thar section eleven of =aid
act be amewded by striking out the
words *as the wamant speeifies”
where they flist ocenr, amd fu=crriog
the words *s5 the wmarshall shall se-
lect, not excewding two™: and  lusert-
iz after the wonl -“specifies™’ where
in lust oceurs the wonds -But when-
ever the creditors of the bankrupt are
so numerons a2 to make any notice
now required by law to them, by mail
or otherwise, & great awd dispropor-
tionut expense to the estate, the court
may, in hea thereof, in its diseretiog,
arder such notice to be given by publi-
ction ina Hewspaper or newspapers,
to all sach creditors whose clalhinz, as
reported, do not exceet] the sums, re-
spectively, of fAfty dolls.™

Sec. G. That the first clause of sce-
ton twenty of said act be amended by
adding, at the emd thereot, the words
“*or in case of compulsory bankruptey.
after the et of bunkruptey upon or in
respect of which the adjndication shall
be minde, and with a view of making
such set-off.™ i

Sec. 7. 'hat =ection twenty-one of
said uet be amended by inserting the
following words in line six, immedi-
ately after “thereby ™ : **But a creditor
proving his debt or elaim shall' not be
held to have waived his right of action
or smp against the bankrapt wihere a
dizcharge has been reflised or the pro-
ceedings have been determined without
a disclarge”,

See. 8, That the following words
shall be added to section twelty-six of
siid act: **That in all eauses and
trinls arizing or ordered under this act,
the alleged baukrupt, and any party
theretn, shall be a4 competent witiess™.

See. 9. That in easzes ot compulsory
or ihveluntary bankruptey, the pro-
vision= of said net, and any amendment
thereof, or of any supplement thercto,
requiring the payment of any propor-
tion of the debts of the bankrupt, or
the assent of any portion of his ¢redi-
tors, a< a conditien of his discharge
from lLis debis, shall not apply; but he
may, if otherwise entitled thereto, be
discharged by the court in the same
manner and with the same effect as it
he had paid such per eccotum of his
dehts, or as if the required proportion
of his creditors had assented thereto.
And in eases ot voluntyry bankruptey,
no discharge shall be s-anted to a
debtor whose ussets shall uot be equal
to thirty per centumn of the claims
proved aginst his estate, upon wlich
he shall be liable as principal debtor,
without the assent of at least one-
fourth of his creditors in number, and
oue-third in value; and the provision
in section thirty-three of said act of
March second, eighteen hundred and
sixty-seven, requiri n%tiity per centum
of =uch nssets, is hereby repealed.

See. 10. ‘That In enses of involuntary
or compulsory bankruptey, the period
of four months mentioned in section
teirty-tive of the act to which thiz is
an amendinent is bereby changed to
two mouths; but this provision =hall
not take effect nutil two months after
the passage of tnis act. And in_the
cases aforesaid, the periol six
month: mentioned in said Seectlon
thirty-five is hereby changed to three
months ; but this provision shall not
take effect nntil three mouths after the

. passage of this act.

See. 11. That scetion thivty-five of
sqid act be, and the zame is herchy,
amended as follows:

First. Atter the word “and® in line
cleven, insert the word “knowing™.

Seconilly. After the word ‘“‘attach-
ment’, in the same Iine, Ilusert the
wonls ‘‘sequestration, seizure’.

Thirdly. After the word ‘‘and’’, in
line twenty, Insert the word *know-
inz”. And nothing in sald section
thirty-five shall be construed to in-
ralidate any loan of actual value, or
the security therefor, made in gool
fuith, upon a security taken in gomd
faith on the oceasion of the making of
such loan.

Sec. 12. That section thirty-nine of
=aid act of March second, eighteen
hundred and sixty-seven, be amended
80 a3 to read as follows :

*‘See. 89. That any person residing,
and owing debts, as aforesaid, who,
After the Passnge of this act, shall de-
part trom the State, District, or Terri-
tory of which he is an inhabiiant, with
intent to definud his creditors : or, he-
ing absent, shall, with such Intent, re-

main alsent ; or shall conceal himself
to aveld the serviee of legal process in
any netion for the recovery of a debt
or demand provable under this act; or
shall conceal or remove any of his
property to avoid its beirgr atiached,
tuken, or sequesterad on legal provesss
or shull make any assigminent, gitr,
sale, conveyante, or transfer of his
estate, roperty., rights, or credits,
either within the United States or else-
where, with intent to delay, defrand,
or hinder his creditors: or who Tus
been arvested aud held in enstody un-
der or by virtue of mesne process or
exectution, issned out of any conrt of
the United States or of any State, 1s-
trict, or Perritory within® which such
debitor resides or has property. founded
upon ademand in its nature provable
agninst a bankrupt’s estate under this
act, amd for a st excceding one Inn-
dred dollars, and such process is re-
maining in force aml not discharged
by payment. or in any other manuer
provided by the law of the United
States or of suych State.  District, or
Territory. appiicable thereto, for g
period of twenty days, or hLuas been
actoally  imprisoned” for more than
twenty days ina eivil action fonnded
on contract for the sum of one handred
dollars or uwpward: or who, being
bankruapt or insolvent. or in conteni-
plifion of bankruptey or insolveucy,
shall make any payment, @ifl, graut,
sale, eonveyance. or transfer of money
or other property, estate, rights, or
credits, or confess judgment, or give
any warrant to contess julzment, or
]\rm'u:'{: his property to be aken on
el precess, with intent to give a
preference to one or more of his credi-
tors, or to any person_or persons who
ire or may be linble for Lhim as indor-
sers, bail. soreties. or otherwise, or
with the intent, by such dizposition
ot his property, to deteiat or dulay the
operation of this act; or who, being a
bank, banker, broker, merchant, tra-
der, manufacturer, or miner, has frand-
ulently stopped payment, or who be-
ing a bank, banker, broker, merchant,
trader, manufactnrer. or miner, has
stopped or suspended and not resnmed
payvment, within a period of forty
tlays, of his commercial paper. (toade
or passed in the course of his busingess
as suechh. or who, being a bank or
banker, shali fail tor forty duys to pay
any depositor upon demardd of pay-
ment wtully made, shin!l be decied
to have commnitted an act of bhank-

ruptey, and, sublect to the conditions

hereinalter preseribed, shall be add-

Judged a banknipt on the petition of

one or more ol ki< creditors, who shall
constitnte one-fonrth thereof, ot least,
in number. and the ageremate of whese
debts provable under this aet amonuts
toat least one-thind of the debisso
provable : Proralad : "That such peri-
tion is brought within =ix month= ar-
ter =uch act of bunkraptey shall have
been committed.  And the provistons
-of this section shall apply to all cises
of compulsory or iuvoluntary ba
raptey commesiced  since the first day
of December, eighteen hnndred and
seventy-three, as well a2 to those com-
menced heresfler. And in all eases
commenced since the first day of De-
vember, elaliteen hupdeed and seventy-
thrce, and prior to the passgee of this
act, 82 well as these cominenced here-
atter. the court =hall, it =uch allegation
23 to the number op amount of petition-
ing cerditors be deniod by the delitor,
by a statement in writing tothat eficct,
reguire him to file in court forthwith
a fll lispof his creditors. with their
places of residence aud the sums due
them rezpectively, and shall a:certain,
upon reasonable notice to the eredi-
tors, whether once-fourth in number
and one-third in amonut thercof, as
aforesaid, bave petitionsd] that the
debtor be adjudged a bankrapt. Bat
i€ sueh debtor shall, on the fiting ol the
petition, admit in writing that the re-
quisite number aud amouat of credi-
tors have petitionedl. the conrt (i satis-
fied that the admission was made o
grondl taithy) shall so adjndge, which
Judgment shall be final. sl the matter
proveed without further steps on that
subject,  And it it shall appear that
stch nuber awd amount have not so
petitioned, the court shall grant rea-
sonable time, not exceeding, in ciases
herctofore comumenced, twenty dayvs,
and, in eases herentter comnenced,
ten days, within which other creditors
muy join -in sueh petition,  And ir
at the expiration ot such tine so limni-
ted, the namber and amount siali
comply with the requiremionts of this
seetion, the matter of bankruptey may
preceed 3 but if, at the expiration of
steh Thinited time, =nch number and
aonnt shall not answer the require-
mients of this scction. the procecdiegs
shall be dismissed, atnd, 0 cises hoeye-
after commenced, with costs, Al if
such persen shall be adjodied o hauk-
rapt, the assignee may recoser hack
the money or property so paul, con-
veyed, sold, assigned, or transferred
contrary to this act: Proeided, That
Lhe person receiving such payment or
eonvevance had rensonnble enuse to
believe that the debtor wias insolvent,
and kuew that a framl on thiz act was
intended 3 and such person, it o eredi-
tor, shall not, in ecases of actnal frand
on his part, be allowed to ‘jl‘t)\'l.’ for
more than a meiety of his delit 3 gl
thiz Hmitation on the proofl ol debts
slall apply to cases of voluntary as
well as involuntary bankruptey.  Aml
thie petition of creditors under this sec-
tion mny be sufficiently veritied by the
oaths of the first five signers thereof,
it so many there be. And it any of
saill first five signers shall not reside
in the district in which such petition
is to be tilid, the same may be signed
and verified by the oath or oaths of'the
attoruey or attorneys, agenl or agents,
of such signers. And in compnting
the mumher of creditors, a3 aforesaid,
who shall join in such petition, credi-
tors who=e respective debls do not ex-
ceed two hundred and ity dollirsshall
not he reckoned. Buk if there be no
croditors whose debts exceed gaid sum
of two hundred and fifty dollars fail to
sign the petition, the creditors haviug
debt= of a less amount shall be reckoned
for the purposes aforesaid™.

Sec. 13, That section forty of said
act be amended by adding at the end
thereof the following worddsy **And if]
on the return=lay of the onler to show
canze as aforesaid, the court shall be
satisfled that the reqnirement of section
thirty-nine of said act as to the nnm-
ber and amount of petitioning ereditors
hias been complied with, or if, within
the time provieded for in section
thirty-nine of this act, creditors saili-
cient In number and amount shall sign
such petition so as to make a total of
one-fourth In pumber of the creditors
aml one-third in the amount of the
provable debts against the bankrupt,
as provided in satd section, the court
shall so adjudge, which judgmentshall
be final: otherwise it shall dizmiss the
proceedings, and, in cnses hereafter
commenced, with costs.*?

Sec. 14. That section forty-one of
=il nct be amenderd ag bilows . After
the word “bankruptey,” in line eight,
strike out all of said section and insert
the words, *Or, at the election of the
debtor, the court may, in it3 diseretion
award & venire facias to the murshal
of the district, returnable within ten
days before him fer the trial of the
facts set forth in the petition, at which
time the trial shall be had, unless ad-

wned for canse.  And unless, upon
such hearing or trial, it shall appeacto
the sntis! on of sajd court, or of the
jury, as the case may be, that the facts
set forth In said petition are true, or if
it shall nppear that the debtor bas paid

and satisfied all liens upon his property,
In ease the exi=tence of such lines was
the sole gronnd of the proceeding, the
#roceeding shall be dismizsed, and the
respondent shall recover costs 5 andall
proceedings in bankruptey may be
discontinued on reasonable notice and
hearing, with the approval ot the
court, and upon the assent, in writing,
cf such debtor, and not less than one-
Lalf of his creditors in number and
amount ; or, in caze all the creditors
and such debtor assent thereto, such
dizcontinuance =hall be erdered and
entered : and all parties shall be re-
mitted, in either case, to the same
rights md duties existing at the date
of the filing of the petition for bank-
ruptey, except so fir as such estate
shall have been already administered
and disposed of.  And the court ghall
have power to make all needful orders
angl decrees Lo earry the toregoing pro
vision into eflect™.

See. 15. That =ection cleven of said
act be amenden by inserting the words
ssund valuation® after the word  *in-
veutory™ in the twenty first line; and
that section forty-two of said act be
amended by inserting the words “and
yiluation™ aiter the word “*iuventory™’
in the fitteenth line.

See. 16, Tlhat section forty-nine of
said act be amended by striking eut
after the word =‘the™ in line five, the
words “supreme courts™, and insert-
ing in lien thercof **district courts,™
amnlin line six, afterthe word **States™,
fnserdng the wonls  “zubject to the
general superintendence and jurisdice-
tion conferred upon cirenit courts by
section two of saibl aee.”

COMPOSITION WITH CREDITORS.

See, 17, That the tollowing  provis-
Ions be added to section forty-three ot
said act: 'Chat in all enases of bank-
riptey now pending, or to be here-
after pending, by or agminst any per-
son. Whether an adjundiention in bank-
rupicy shall have been or not, the
creditors of such alleged bankrupt may,
at a mecting ealled under the direction
of the court, amd upon noet lesz than
ten days=® notice to each known credi-
tor of the time, place, amd purpose of
such mecting, =nch uwotice to be per-
sonal or otherwisze, as the court may
direct, resolve that a comipo=ition pro-
po=ed by the debror slinll be accepted
in sati=fuction of the debits due to them
from the debior. A ad such resolution
shiatll, to be operative, bave been passed
by a majority in number and three-
fourths iu valne of the creditors of the
debitor assembled ant snch meeting
cither in person or by proxy, and
shall be cantivrgied by the signatures
thereto of the (debtor and two-thinds in
nmuber amd one-half in value ot all
the credilors of the debtor. And in

gileulating a najority for the purposes
of a composition under this section,
| ereditors whose dehbts amonut to sums
not excecding fitty dollars shall be
reckoned in the majority in value, bat
not in the majority in number ; and
the value of the debts of scenred credi-
tors above the amonnt of sach security,
to b determined by the court, shall,
az nearly as circmnstances admit, be
estimated in the sune way. Amd
credliters whoze debtz are full zecured
shall ot Le ecritled to vole upois or to
sign =il re-ohution wirthont first re-
Hnquishing suchi zecurity for the bene-
it or the e-tite.

The debror. opuless prevented by
sivkuess or other canse sati=fictor to
stieh meetingg, =hall be presented at the
saome, atd shall answer any ingniries
midde of Wi and hw, or, il e so pre-
ventod from being at such meeting,
some one in his belalfl shall produce
to the mecting a statement showing
the whole of his a=sets mufld debts, and
the names and adidresses ol the eredi-
tors to whom such debts respectively
are duoo.

Such re=solution, tagether with the
sgatement of the debtor as to his assets
and debt=, =hall be presemted to the
court; and the conrt shall, npon notice
to all the creditors of the debtor of not
less than five days, nied npon hearing,
inquire whether such resolntion has
been paz=c¢d in the manner directed by
this section: atd if satistied that it has
Lbesn 2o passed, it shall, subjeet to- the
provizions hereinafier contained, and
upon being =atisfied that (he same i3
Tor the best interest of all coneerned,
canse such resolution t= be recorded
auil statement of assets and dabts to
e giled 3 aod woril such recond aod
filing shall have Liken place, sach res-
olution shinll e of no validity. And
aty creditor af the debtor maty inspect
steh vecord sind statement at all rea-
spnable thmes.

The creditors may, by resolntion
prs=cil in the mwaaner and ander the
cirenmstances aforesakl, add to, or
vary the provisions of. any composi-
tion previonsly aceeptedt by them,
withonut prejtudice to any persons tak-
ing interests under such |‘1rra\'i‘5i0ns
who do not asseut to such addition or
variation. A any =uch additional
resolation shall be preseated to the
court in the sume manner and pro-
ceede] with in the same way amd with
the same eon=eguences as the resolu-
tion by which the composition was
aveeptial in the flrst inztance. The
srovisions of & composition aceepted
wostich resodution o ptirsnanee of this
section shall bhe bBuding on all the
ereditors whose nomes and addresses
and the amounts of the debts due to
whom ave shown in the statement of
the debtor produced at the meeting at
which the resolntion shall have n
passed, but shall not affect or prejudice
the righitz of any other creditor.

Where a debt arizes on a bill of ex-
change or prowmissory note, if the debt-
or shitll be igznorant of the holder of
any stich bill ol exchange or promis-
sory note, he shall be required to state
the amount of such bill or note, the
date on which it falls due, the name of
the acceptorand of the person to whom
it iz payable, aud any other particulars
within his knowledge respecting the
same; mad the insertica of such partic-
Inrs shall be deemocd a sutlicient de-
seription by the debtor in respect to
sueh debt.

Any mi-lake made inadvertently by
a debtor in the statemerit of bis debts
may be correctadd upon rensonable
notice, and with the confent of a gen-
P eral mecting of his creditors.

Every snch composition shall, sub-
Jeet to privorities declared in said act,

wovide for o pro-rata payment or sat-
tsfuction, in money, to the creditors of
suchdebtor ia proportion to the amount
of their unsecocd debtsz, or thelr debts
in respect to which any such security
shall have been duly surrendered and
given up.

The provisions of any composition
made in pursnance of this section may
be enforced by the court, on motion
made in & summary manner by any
person intervsted, und on reasonable
notive; and any disobedience of the
order of the court made on such mo-
tion shall be deewned to be a contempt
of conrt. Rules and regulations of
conrt may be made in relation to pro-
ceedings of composition herein pro-
vided for the in the smne mauner and
to the sume extent as now provided by
lew in relatjon to proceedings in bank-
raptey. )

If it shall at any time appear ta the
court, on notice. satisfictory evidence,
aud henring, that a composition under
this seption cannot, in consequence of
legal diffienlties, ar for any sufliclent
cause, proceed without injustice or
undue delay to the ereditors or to the
debtor, the court may refiise to acoept
and vonfirm snch cownposition, or may
set the same aside; nmd in either case,

the debtor shall be proceeded with asa
bankrupt in conformity with the pro-
visions of law, and proceeding may be
had accordingly; and the time during
which such composition shall have been
in force shall not, Insuch caze, be com-
puted in calenlating periods of time
prescribed by said ace,

See. I8, "That from and atter the
passage of this act the fees, commis-
slons, charges, and allowances, except-
ing actual aud necessary dishursemnents
of, andl to be made by the officers,
agents, marshals, messengers, assio-
nees, and registers in cases of bank-
ruptey, shali be reduced to one-half ot
the fees, commissions, charges and al-
lowances herctofore provided for or
made in like eases: Provided, That the
preceding provision shall be and re-
main in force until the justices of the
Supreme Court of the United States
shall mnke and promulgnio. new rules
amd regulations in respect to the mat-
ters aforesaid, under the powerr con-
ferred npon them by sections ten and
forty-seven of said act, and no longer,
which duties they shall perform as
soonr a3 may be. And said justices
shall have power under sakd sections,
by general regulations, to simplify
ard, so far as in their judgment wiil
conduce to the benefic of creditors, to
consolidate the duties of the register,
assignee, marshal, and elerk, and to
reduce fees, costs, and chiarges to the
end that prolixity, delay, and unneces-
sary expense may be aveldal. And
no register or clerk of court, or auy
partuer or c¢lerk of such register or
clerk of court, or any person having
any interest with either in any fecs or
emoluments in bankruptey, or with
whom such register or clerk of court
shall have ary interest in eespect to
any matter in bankruptey, shall be of
counsel, solicitor, or attorney, either
in or ont of court, in any suit or mat-
ter pendingein bankruptey in either
the cirenit or district court of his dis-
triet,, or in an appeal therefrom. Nor
shall they, or either of them, be excen-
tor, administmtor, guardian, commis-
sioner, appraiser, divider, or assignce
of or npon avy estate within the juris-
dietion of either of said courts of bank-
ruptey; nor be interestedd directly or
indireetly, in the fees or emoluments
arising from either of said trosts.
And the words “*except such as are
established by this act or by law,' in
section ten of aald act, mie hereby re-
pealed,

See. 19, That it shall be the duty
of the marshal ot each district, in the
month of July of each year, to report
to the clerk of the district eourt of
snch district, in a tabular form, to be
preseribed by the justices of the Su-
preme Comt of the United States, ns
well as such other or further informa-
tion as may be required by said
Jjustives,

IYirst, the number of cases in kank-
ruptey in which the warmnt prescrib-
edl in section eleven of said act has
come to his hands during the year
ending June thirtieth, preceding:

secondly, how anany such warrants
were returned, with the fees, costs, ex-
penses, awd emoluments thereof, re-
spectively and separatelys

Thivdly, the total anmount of ail
othier fecs, costs, expenses, and cmolu-
ments, respectively  amd sepuritely,
carned or received by bim durine
=tely year from or in respeet of any
msitter in bankrapteys:

Fouwrthly, a snmmirized statement
of =nch fees, eo=ts, and emoluments,
exclusive o, aetoal disbarsements in
bankruptey, received or earncd for
snch years o

Fifthly. a summarized statement of
all actual disborsements in such cases
for such year,

And in like manner, every register
shall, in the same moonth and for the
q‘;_mc year, make a report to such clerk
ot

First, the number of voluntary eases
in bankrupter coming before him
during said year;

Secomdly, the amount of assets and
labilities, as nearly as may be, of the
bankrupts;

Thindly, the amount and rate per
centum of all dividends declared;

Fourthly, the disposition ot all such
Cisess

Filthly, the nmmber of compulzory
snzes in bankrnptey  coming before
hing, in the sune way;

Sixthiy, the amount of as=etzs and
Iinbilities, as nearly as mav be, of
such bankrnpt;

Seventhly, the disposition of all such
CAses; .

Eighthly, the amontts and yate per
centiim af all dividends declaved in
such enses;

Niunthly, the total amount of fees,
charges, costs, and  emoluments of
every sort, receivedd or earned by such
register during snid year in each class
of cases above stated.

And in ik manner, every assignee
shall, during saul month, make like
return to =nch clerk of,

First the nmuber of voluntary and
compulsory eases, respectively and
sepately, in his charge during said
year;

Sceondly, the amonnts of assets and
liabilities  thercin, respectively and
separitely;

Ihirdly, the total receipts and dis-
distirsements therein, respectively and
separatelys:

Fourthly, the amount of dividends
paid or declared, and the rate per
ceutum thereof, in ach class, respect-
ively and separately; -

IFifthly, the total amonnt of all his
fees, and emoinments, of every kind
therein, earmed or received;

Sixthly, the total
penszes incarred Ly him for legal pro-
ceeding and counzel-fees.

Seventhl the disposition of the cases
respectively;

And in like manner, the élerk of
snid court, in the month of Angust in
each year, shall make up a statement
for such year, ending June thirtieth,

o
‘Glrﬁt, all cases in bmal-‘ruptcf pend-
d

ing at the beginning of the said year;
%!ecoudly. 1 ot &?i'wh cases disposed
of:

Thirdly, all dividends sdeclared
therein;

Fourthly, the nnmber ol reports
made from each assignee thereing

Fifthly, the disposition of all such
cn=es;

Six'thly. the number of assignees’ i nd for other

accounts tiled and settled;

Seventhly, whether any marshal,
register, orassignee has failed to make
and file with such clerk the reporis by

this act nired, amd, if any have
firilee to an‘o such reports, ir re-

wnmes and resldences.
Bpfftuljes:wh clerk shall report In re-
epect of all cazel begun during said

’ cj‘tl‘:td he shall make a classified siate-
niene, in tabuiar form, of all hiss fees,
char, costs, and emoluments, re-
gpectively, earned or accrued daring
sald year, giving each head under
which the same acerued, and also the
sum of all moneys pald iuto and dis-
Dburfed out of court in bankruptey, aml
the balanee in band or on deposit.

And all the statoments and reports
herein nired shall be under oath,
and s!gm:‘t by the persons respectively
making the same.

Amlgsnld olerk aﬂal]. in mllllmsctliaa:h
of A t, transmit every such o
men::lgmn;l report so ff- with him,

r with his own statement and
report aforesaid, to the Attorney-
General of the United States.

Any person who shall violate the

provisions ot this section shall, on

motion made, under the direction of
the Attorney-General, be by the dis-
trict court dismissed from his office,
and shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and, on conviction thereof,
be punisheq by a fine of not more
than five hwudred dollars, or by im-
prisonment not exceedln?l one yeaa.

sec, 20. That in addition to the
officers now authorized to take f
of debts against the estate of a bank-
rupt, notaries public are hereby au-
thorized to take such proof. in the
manuer and under the regnlations pro-
vided by laws such proof to be certi-
fied by the notary and attested by his
siguatare and ofticial seal.

See. 21, That all acts and parts of
acts Inconsistent with the provisions
of thi= act be, and the same are hereby
repealed.

Approved, June 52, 1874.

AN ACT reorganizing the several
stall’ corps of the Army.
e it enaeted by the Senate ond  Flowse
of Reprosentatives of the United States of
America in Congress asiembied,

That the Inspector General’s De-
partment shall consist of one colonel,
two lientenant-coionels, and two ma-
Jjors, with the mnk, pay, and emolu-
ments of" officers of said grades; and
the Seerctary of War may, inaddition.
detail officers of the line, not toexceed
four, to act as assistant inspectorz-gen-
eral shall have all the allowances ol
cavalry officers of their respective

des ; and no new appointment shall

made in the Inspector-General’s
Department until the number of in-
spectors-general is reduced to five.

See. 2. That the Burean of Military
Juztice shall hereatter consist of one
Judge-Advocate-Genernl, with the
rank, pay. amnd emoluments of a hrign-
dier general : and the said -lmlge-.-{d-
voeate-General shall receive, revise,
and have recorded the proceedings of
all courts-martial, courts of ingnir and
military commissions, and shall per-
form such other (duties as have been
heretofore performed by the Judge-
Adyvoeate-Genernl of the Army. In
the corps of judge-ndvocites no ap-
pointment shall be made as vacaneies
cies ocenr until the ninnber shail be re-
dueed to four, which shall thereafter
be the permanent number of the oftl-
cers of that corps,

Sec. 3. That hereafter thereshall be
three assistant commissaries-geneal of
subsistence, with the rmunk, pay, and
emoluments of lientenant-colonel, in-
itead of the two now allowed by law
of said grade in the Subsistence De-
partiment ; that the number of com-
missaries of subsistencgiwith the mnk,
pay. and emolimnents of a captain of
cavalry, is hereby redoced to twelve,
and no appointment to fill a vacancy
in snid grade shall be made until the
number thereof shall be reduced fo
twelve, aul the number thereafter
shall remain fixed at twelve.

Sec. 4. That the Medienl Depart-
ment of the Aarmy shall hereatter con-
sist of' one Surgon-General, with the
rink, pay, and emoluments of a briga-
dier general ;3 one assistant surgeon-
eeneral, and one chief medical purvey-
or, ench with the muk, pay, and em-
oluments ot a eolonel ; aud two assis
tant medical purvevors, with the rank,
pay, and emoluments ot licutepant-
colonels who shall give the same bonds
which are or may G required of assis-
tant pavinasters-general of like grade,
and shadl, when tot acting as purvey-
orz, be assiguable to duty as =urgeons
by the President 3 fifly =urgeons, with
the k. pay, amnd emolnments of ma-
jors ; one hinndred and  fityy assistant
surgeons, with the rank, pay, and
cmoluments of lientenants ol cavalry
for the first five year<' service, and
with the rank, pay, and emoluments
of capfuins of cavalry atter five years'
service : and four medical store-keep-
ers. with the sime compen=ation as is
now provided by law: aad all the
original vacancies in_the grade of as-
sistant surgeon shall be filled by se-
lection by competitive exumination
and the Secretary of War is hereby
authorized to appoiut. from the en-
listed men of the Army, or ¢iuze to
be enlisted, as many hospital-stewands
as the service may require, to Le per-
manently attached to the Medical De-
partment, ander snch regnlations as
the Secretary of War mny preseribe.
And the pumber of contraci-surgeons
=hall be Hmited to seveuty-five on or
before the first day of Janmury in the
veuar eighteen hundred and seventy-
five : and thereafter no more than
that number shall be employed.

Sec. 5. That the Ordance Depart-
ment shall consist of one Chief of Owid-
manee, with the rank, pay, awel emoln-
ments of a brigadier-general 3 three
colonels, four Heatenant-colonels; ten
majors, twenty captaing, sixteen first
lieutenants ; and all vacancies which
may hereafter exist in the gmde of
first licutenant in said Departmont
shall be filled by transfer from the line
of the Amny : Provided, That no ap-
pointment or promotion in suid De-
partment shall hereafter be made nntil
the officer or person so ﬁtpoint_ml or
prowmoted shall have passed a satisfae-
tory examination before a boarl of
ordnange-ofticers senior to himself,

See. 6. ‘Lhat no oficer now in ser-
vice shall be reduced in ok or mos-
tered ont by reason of any provision
of law herein made redoecing the num-
ber of officers in any department or
corps of the staty,

See. 7. That as vacancies shall ocenr
inany of the grades of the Ordnance
andd Medical Bepartments, noappoint-
ments shall be made to fill” the same
nntil the nambers in snch grade shall

amonnt of ex- | ja radueed to the numbers which are

fixed for permanent appointments by
the provisions of this act ; amd thereat-
ter the number of permanent oflivers
in said grades shall cantinue to con-
form to said reduced numbers, and all
other les in said Ordnance and
Mediea Departments  than those
authorized by the provisions of theact
shall cease to existas soon as the same
shall become vacant by death, resigna-
tion or otherwise; and no appoiut-
ment or promotion shull hereafter be
made to iill any vacancy which may
weenr therein.

See. 8 That so much of section six
of an act entitled “*An act making ap-
propriations 1or the support of the
Army for the yenr ending June thir-
ticth, eighteen hundred and seventy,

purposes,” approved
March third, eighteen Imndred and
sixty-nine, as applies to the Ordnance,
Suhbsistence, and Medieal Departments
of the Army be, and the same is lere-
by, repenled : Provided, That this sec-
tlnym repenling saild section shall not
apgly to any of the grades of the Med-
ical or Ordnance Departments which
are omitted or abolished by the pio-
visions of this act.

Approved, June 23,1874,

It appears from recent dispatches
that President MAcManon has set his
mind upon a **Senate” as a part of the
ﬁovemmentﬂl machinery ofthe French

hpublic. But the Senate which he
is anxious to establish would be an ar-
istocratic body, not dpeendent either
directly or indirectly upon popular gui-
frage, and entirely incous t with
republican theories,

A monster short-horn steer wns
butchered a couple of weeks ago in
Detroit, Michigan, that 4,110

nds alive; weight of dressed

000 pouudshghle. 140 pounds, and
rough tallow, . This Bsup-
posed to be the animal ever
slaughtered for beef on this continent,
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