VOLUME V.

Aerange Eplsode o the Life of n Min-
Ing Expert.

A San Franciceo Chronicle res
porter gets the following remarka-
ble sory from a mining expert
ramed Dredemeyer, a German,
which we doubt not will prove in-
wresting to the geveral reader, snd
theretore transfer it to our colunans:

REDEMEYER'S REMARKABLE

STORY,

Said be: T worked four years as
a practical miner in my native
conmntry, till [ was ahont 18 years
ald [ then went to the mining
school at Duren, aud atter gradu-
ating thicre went to Bernie, where |
alsy graduated at the mining scliool,
In 1862 [ secared a position,
through the tiovermment of Hol-
Jand, as Superintendent of Mines in
Dutch TIidia. These 1 romaived,
principally in the tin mines, tor two
years. All thuse tin mines are
worked by Chinese, Ove lead
Chinaman makes the trade for the
eoolies, who work on shares with
the Government, to whom all the
mines l)t'luug. '”\P_v uh]y work
during the dry season of eght
months. The tin is found in' the
valleys.  The mode of mining is as
follows: The jungle is eut away in
wide strips across the valley. In
these ents, at short distance from
each other, holes are boral ll_\' hand,
the drill being eased in a copper
cylinder that sinks, and keeps the
mand from falling imo the bore
fram the sides; consequently all the
mnd lousened by the drill is raised
by its serew to the top ot the cyk
inder, whenes it is taken and care-
fully washed and azuelyzed, As
poun as tn is dizcovered a lole as
large as an onlivary room is dug
straight down into the earth, the
are being eonveveld to the surface
i two baskets un poles.  They use
s aingle notched tree trunk as a
ladder,  All the touls; provisions,
ete,, are pureliased by the coolier
at their own expense from their
thare of the profits, the Govern-
ment furmshing them with furnaces.
All the smelting is dune by Euro.
peans, Those tin mies are the
richest in the world, and yield im.
meuse profit Lo the Duteh Fast Tne
dinn Goveriment,
rHE MINES 01 BOENEO AND S1'M-

ATRA,

Atter developing many mines in
Duteh Tndia I went to Borieo in
1864, and renmined there till 1866,
The priveipal mines in Boruen are
golil, aud they all Belong o the
Sultan, Thee are one or two
diamond mines there: it fivw rubios
are found They work their mines
i & very primitive etyle, washing
ont the gravel, &~ in our placer
miues, sud melting the nuegets in

erucibles or furimces of fircpronf

poree ain - Thie mining  interests
are not mueh attended to in Bor
nov, the Sultan reeeiving all the
gold and gems fonnd.  In 1866 1
left Dorneo and werd to Padang,
in Sumatra.  “The mines are owned
and worked there hy the Duteh
trovernment,  Malay prisoners are
sometimes used in breaking qnartz
ar removing the earth from slafts,
The ore contains only silver, erop-
ping out gray, like some gpecimens
that you kee in hrokers’ windows
an - Montgomery  awd  Califoruia
wirimigs,

MINING AMONG THE BURMESE,

{n 1868 1 accepted a pos'tion
ander the King of Burmah and lefy
Forneo, being still womariied, |
wan spppointed Genernl Superin.
terdent of all the mives in Upper
LDurmah, and at once started for
that kingdom, traveling throngh
sl British India, where [ had many
curious and intevesting adventures,
which, it yot Tike, I will tell you
st some other time, The principal
wives in Upper Burmah are ruby,

gold and silver mines, thongh sap.
phires, emeralds, topazes and spi.
nells are also found there. They
are found in gravel beds—the ruby
where the gravel is ol a light color,
and sapphives where it 1 dark;
every miveral and precious stone
kriown to science, rave the diamond,
being found in Upper Burmah,
Reporter—Then the diamond is
not found associated with other
8 ?
ge?{r. Byedemeyer—Seldom, tho'
sometimes  with rubiex. At the
time of the diamond excitement |
was in this city, and was much
amused at the credulity of your
people who believed that all kinds
of stonies conld be gotten in one
place, But to continue, All the
mines are placer gravel mines—
quartz mines, which are there in
pleaty never being worked, When
the Burmese find a good ledge they
begin to work at it without sny
system, always selecting the spots
easiest worked and where they get
the most. They neither dig hori.
izontally, perpendicularly, oblique.
ly, or in any other regular style,
but go at it helter-skelter and with-
out any system. The men dig ont
the gravel and the womenand chil.
dren carry it in baskets and jars to
the streams, where it is washed in
a deep, almost coneshaped, wooden
i (po-gan-bya), exactly like the
Mexican wooden pan used in Cali-
foruia in early days, This plan of
working 8 followad in all their
mines. The men use a pick pointed
at oue end only, called 8 koukthe.
They like very much to bring
things to a point, for they will com-
mence & hole as large asa room at
the opening, which by the time it
reachies one huadred feet below the
surface will be g0 parrow that a
man can searcely turn around in it.
Besides the one-pronged pick, they
use, also, a short-haudled shovel,
not unlike your sugar seoops. It is
astonishing to see how quickly they
will excavate with it,

RICHNFSS OF TIE MINES,

Upper Burmah is, without doubt,
the richest miveral country in the
world, containing, as T told yon,
every known miveral and precioos
stone exerpt the diamond,  Fabun.
lous quantities of precions metals
are annually extracted from the
mines, and yet the miners seldom
mve more than sixty per cent. of
the gold and silver inthie ore, Tle
King of Burmah aud hiz nobles
know the richness of their kingdom
and are disinclined to let foreigners
travel there and see for themselves
the richness of the mines, It was
their jealons  watehfuliess that
brought about my greatest troubles
and adventures there.  During
1868 aml 1869, as I told you, [ was
General Superintendent of all the
mines of Upper Burmali, consisting

principally of ruby, gold, silver and |

copper mives,  As the mines under
my superintendence gave very large
profits, | was a favorite with the
King who made me equal in rank
to his Governors awd Ministers, and
gave me as a guard of honor sol-
diers from his own lileguard, |
also frequently received magnificent
presents from his Majesty, 1 was
the first white man who traveled
over the entire country of Upper
Burmah.

A SUDDEN REVERSE OF FORTUNE,

My good furtune continued till
June, 1869, Everything that hap.
coed thereafter 1 covsider rprang
from a fear on the part of the Bur-
mese Government that having seen
a'l the immense mineral wealth of
their kingdom I might report it to
some foreign Govervment, It waa
about 8 o'clock in the evening, m
June, 1869, just after I hl§ re.
viewed the daily report of gains of
the ruby mines of Media, situated
twenty miles above Mandelay, near
the Irmwaddy river, that abont
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800 Burmese, armed with bamboos,
kuives and spears, approached my
bungalow Immediately suspect.
ing something wrong, with the as.
sistance of my servauts, [ quickly
got several kegs of powder out’ of
the magazine, situated about ten
yards off, and carried them to the
inside of the bungalow, My sor-
vants and' guard, immediately aftor,
ran away and mingled with the
approaching crowd, Fortunately
the guard left their firearms in the
bungalow on the gun rack, and so
[ war the only possessor of firearms,
! having eight guos and two revol-
vers, Just as my interpreter, a
lalf:breed Madras, was getting
{ away, [ eanght him, and threatened
to shoot him on the spot if e
moved one step ont of the house,
With his assistance I bolted all the
doors, and compelled him to load
and reload the guns as tast as dis-
charged.

BESIEGED IN A BUNGALOW.

As soo}n a8 I!.he Burmese came
near the house | begau to fire cha
ly upon them, slll);g‘w I defond';r:i
myself’ for three days aud two
nights, killing avd wounding a
rumber of my asailants. They
continned to lurk around until on
the third day I had wot a single
bullet remaining, Seeing that ||
hiad ceased firing when they showed

themselves, they surmised that my
ammunition was exhansted and |
surrounded the bungalow to the|
number of about three hundred and
began tw tear it down sbout my |
head. Perceiving that further re:
sistance was useless [ threw away
my sword and surrendered. The
black devils all rushed upon me,
and I was seized hy them and sav-
agely beaten until my body was
{cuvered with wounds and bruises,
| CRUCTFIED BY THE HEATHENS.
Then they vaised a ery, “Crucify
him! Crucify him! as he says his
God was cruaified.  Hang him on
a cross!” They placed manacles
on my wrists aid ankles, fastening
them with heavy chains to an iron
band around my waist. | wasthen |
tied with strong thongs to a e |
cross, my hands, foet and linbs be-
ing s tightly bound that the/
thongs cut deep into my flesh, The |
cross was then mised, and T lung |
on ity suspended abont three feet |
! from the ground, with the scorch-
inge rays ol'a trophical sun beating
directly down on my tare head for |
three hours, The agony [ endured |
during the first half hour, after|
which [ lost all eoncionsiess, no |
tongne can expross”  [Here the
uarrator bent down his head, and |
f shuowed the reporter & nimber of
deep scars on i, which, he said,
were made by hix tormentors. with
their kuives, bamboos and  spears, |
e also showed the sears on hir
[ wrists and ankles and on his limbs
made by the thonge which bound |
lim to the evoss,  He was literally
covered with scars from head to
fort.] “I do not know,” he con-
tinned,” why they did not kill me |
| at that time, but fur some reason |
they took me down after & had)
hung  three hours on the cross,
When | reaained conscionsness 1!
aathered trom their conversation |
that they intended to take me|
away on liorsehack and  throw me |
it one of the tributaries of I.Im]
Irrswaddy to drown, They cut
the thongs and removed the man
acles from my limbs, which were
swollen so badly that the fiends
had to cut deep into them to get
at the cords and the clasps of the
manacled,
THE ESCAPE.

[ had five horses at the bunga.
low—one of them a wild, vicious
animal that no one but me could
ride. The Burmese took the four
gentle-horses qnd placed me on the
other Oiié, and’ proceeled on their
way. As soon as my blood gegtn

to circulate throngh my numbed

and stiffened limbs [ began to lay
my plans for ercape, Watching a
tavorable t‘::rpun.unity, I knocked
the mounted guand nearest to me
down, and striking my horse in the
side dashed furiously away, with
the mounted natives in full pursuit,
The noble animal held gallantly on
his course, ontstripping my pursners
and carried me safely to Mandelay,
the Capital, falling dead under me
as I reached the town, Had 1
been politic enough to have gone
immediately to Major Slaiden, the
British Embassador, I wonld have
saved myself much trouble, but not
suspecting the Government of com.
plicity in my perseeution, I went
directly to the palace of the King
to demand that my persecutors be
punished, T was not permitted to
ree the King, but Pa-Ka.Mendji,
the Chief Minister, accused me of
an attempt to blow up the village
where my bungalow was with gun.
powder and with having killed a
number of the subjects of the King.

CAST INTO PRISON.

Upon hir order T was chained
hamd aud foot, and weak, faint and
briised was imprisoned with 150
murderers aud robbers in a room
which was so crowded that none ot
us had room enough to lie down
The twenty-two white residents of
Mandelay, with fhe British Em-
bassador, hearing of my misery,
and having assured themselvis of
my innocence, went to the King
atid expostulated with him concern.
ing my cruel treatment, and fivall
succeeded in getting me mlenaoci,t
Atter my wounds had healed, and
my arms, which my keepers had
dixjointed, had been put back in
place; | went among the wlhites,
who advised me to leave, saying
that I would have more trouble 1
[ did wot. T believed what the
King told me, however, abont his
iguorance of my imprisonment, and
listening to his frendly talk I en
gaged m lis service again awd went
to the silver mines of Sekkadown
and Sekkawee for him.  “Thiscoun-
try was so unhealthy that I daily
lost some of my Burmese miners by |
fover, After six weeks 1 also be-
came sick, and tearing that [ sheuld
die far away from Christians; | sad-
dled my hurse and rode to the resi.
denee of the Chief Minister, Pa-Ka-

‘ Mendji, and reported myself as sick

and unable to continue my duties
at the silver mines, "Ile Chiof
Minister rebuked me severely for
lenving the mines withont permis-
sion, and ordered me to go back at
onee. | becsme  suspicious and
went immediately to the British
Embassador, of whom 1 asked pro-
tection,  His medical adviser told
mie that T had been poisoned at the
mines, and the same evening [ com.
mernced to vomit and became fright-
tully delivions. After being care.

| fully nursed by the wite of an Ital.
Cian jeweler for three days, [ recov.
‘ered and escaped to Caleutta on

board an English steamer, on which
the British Embassador, Major
Slaiden, also went away ou a two

| years turlough,

AGAIN ON HIS TRAVEIS,

From Caleutta I traveled throngh
induostan, Revah, Poonah, Thibet
and Cashmere, over the Himalayas
into Chiua, and returning to Cal
cutta married my present wife, I
then went to Japan and was em.
ployed for two years by the Japsn.
e Government in their mines,
Last June | eame to thiscity. The
story of my adventures in  Bormah
were published in seversl English
and German papers in 1869 aud
'70, among them the Caleutta Zng-
hshman of October 11, 1569, the
Uoluer Zeitung of February 2, 1870,
but never so fully or correctly as
relafed to you now by myself.

Cashmere is a perfect Eden.
There are some rich diamond mines
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at Reevah and Poonsh in Cash.
mere, They manufacture the most
exquisitely colored and woven
shawls, sashes, scarfk, etc., there, of
Cashmere goats’ wool, They some-
times sell what they call Cashmere
shawls in the United States bere
s0 [ am told at $3,000, 84,000,
even §5,000, but I have never seen
a Cashmere shawl outside of the
Kast yet, They arefabulously rare
and costly there,even, being seldom
£een except in the possession of some
priveely rich Nabub or Arab Pasha
or Sultan. The reason that they
cost so much is because they are all
wrought by hand, no loom being
yet invented that can equal the
weaving of the primitive loom
handled by the lung, delicate, flex-
ile fingers of those beautitul Cash-
mere women, There is where all
those finest Iudia lawns come from_

THE MINES OF JAPAN,

Reporter—Tell me now some-
thing of the mines in Japan,

Mr. Bredemeyer—In 1870, 1
went to Japan and at once secured
a position under that Government,
Japau is rich in minerals, and the
natives are old miners, working
their mines nearly as systematically
28 white men do in this country.
They are the best miners amon,
theheathen, The minesare work
partly by the Goverument and
partly by high officials. The pro-
cestes of the Japanese are rude and
impertect. They extract only about
siX per cent. as much metal as the
Europeaus do, In Kasher are soft
coal mines in enormous quantities,
fitty to one hundred feet below the
surface, In Amaxal lodes of anti-
mony and snthracite coal from eight
tw fifteen feet in thickness, crop out
on the surface in many places, In
Simabarsa are vast beds of sulphur
and a'um. The Japauese do not
use or export them, and seem totally
unacquainted with their value. In
the small islands in the north are
sume paying gold mines worked by
an English company under the- su-
perintendence of Mr, Gower, an
Euglishman,  All the machinery
used there was brought from San
Fraucisco. [ will show you some
Japauese minerals,

The engineer withdrew from the
room for & moment and returned
with & curious'y constructed box
amd basket cotaming a variety of
wineral specimens, There were
specimens of red lead ore, cobalt,
copper ore mixed with gold, slate
and silver ore, malachite, opals,
large and lustrous, found in ground
bet veen the seashore and the high
lakey; rubies, very dark and large;
amber, found i the high lands, with
slate, lead, silver, coal and copper;
lead and silver ore from vear Hako-
date, After examining the speci.
mens to his satistaction the reporter
took his leave,
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Cinorera Mixture.—~The fol.
lowing is said to be an absolute
specitie for the prevention of Asiatic
cholera, if taken when looseness of
the howels s tivst noticed, and is
good at any stage of the disease:

Tinet. Opii.

Tinct. Capisel.

Tinet, Rhei co.

Tinet. Menth pip.

Tinet. Campho.

Mix equal parts ot each.

In common language, it consists
of a mixture of equal parts of tinet -
ure of opinm, red pepper, rhabarb,
peppermint and camphor, and the
duse is ten to thirty drops in two
or three teaspoonfuls of water.—
Journal of Com.

Wm. M. Tweed, in & recent
conversation with a promineut Dem-
ocrat, sid that he had grown a
quarter of & century older “in the
last few years; and what had
weighed on him more than any-
thing else was the y of bis pro-
fessed frienda. i
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