VOLUME V.

WTHE LONT ARTH."

FXTRACTS FROM A LECTURE BY
WENDELL PHILLIPS,

The following lecture on “The
Lost Arts,” by Wendell Phillips,
is replete with entertainment and
instruction, and is well worth read.
ing, Mr. Phillips, during the pres-
ent lecture season, has delivered
this interesting review of hie sub-
Jeet before erowded houses in the
principal cities east of the Rocky
Mountains ;

RVERVTHING 15 BORROWED,

You may glanee around the
furniture of the palaces in Europe,
and you may gather all these uten.
wile of art and use, gnd when yon
have fixed the shape and forms in
your mind, [ will take you into the
Musenm of Naples, which gathers

all remains of the domestie life of

the Romans, and you shall noc find
a single one of these modern forms
of art or beauty or use, that was
not anticipated there, We have
hardly added ove single line or
sweep of beauty to the antique.

Take the stories of Shakspeare,
who has, perhaps, written his forty
odd plags. Some are historical,
The rvest, two thirds of them, he
did not stop to invent, but he found
them, 7'lese he clutched, ready
made to Lig haud, from the Italian
novelists, who had taken them be-
fore from the East.  Cinderella and
her slippers is older than all his.
tory, like half a dozen other baby
legends.  7'he annals of the world
do vot go back far enough to tell
us from where they fivst came,

All the boys' plays, like every-
thing that amuse the child in the
open air, are Asiatiec, Rawlioson
will show yor that they came some-
where from the banks of the Ganges
or the suburbs of Damasens,  Bal.
wer torrowed the inoidents of his
lloman stories from legends of a
thousand years before.  Indeed,
Dunlop, who has grouped the his-
tory of the novels of all Europe
into one essay, says that in the na-
tions of modern Europe there have
been 250 or 300 distinet stories.
1le says at least 200 of these may
be traced, before Christianity, to the
other side of the Black Sea, It
this were my topie, which it is not,
I might tell you that even our
newspaper jokes are enjoying a very
respectable old age. 7ake Maria
Edgeworth’s essay on [rish bulls
and the laughable mistakes of the
Irish.  Even tne tale which either
Maria  Edgeworth or her father
thought the besv is that famous
story of a friend writing a letter as
follows:  “My Drar Mriexo: |
wou'd write you in detail, more
minnte'y, i’ there was not au im.
pudent fellow looking over my
shoulder reading every  word.”
(“No, you lie—={"ve not read a
word yun have written ") [ Laugh-
ter.] "This is an Trish bull, still it
is & very old ove, It is ouly 250
years older than the new Testamont,
Horace Walpole dissented from
Richard Lovell IFdgeworth aud
thonght the uther Irish bull was the
host—of the man who wsid ; “]
would have been a very handsome
man but they chang&l me in the
eradle.”  [Great laughter.]  7'hat
comes lrum Dou Quixute, and is
Spanish ; but Cervautes borruwed
it from the Greek in the fourth eon.
tury, and the Greek stole it from
the Egyptian hundreds of years
back,

GREER JOKES IN TIEIR DOTAGE,

T'hero is ove story which it is
gril Washington las roated of 8
man who weut into an inn and asked
for & glass of driuk from the land.
lord, who pushed forward a wine.
gluss about Lalt the usual size—
the tes-cups alsv in that day were
tiot more thau halt the present: size,
The lsidlad said, *[lie glass out
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of which you are drinking is 40 |

years old.” “Well,” said the thirsty
traveler, contemplating its diminu.
tive proportions, “I think it is the
smallest thing of its nge [ever saw.”
[Renewed laughter.]
as told i given a8 a story of Athens
875 years bofore Christ was born,
Why! all these Irish bulls are
Greek—every one of them. [ Great
merriment.]  Zhke the Irishman
who earried around a brick as a
specimen of the house he had to
sell [langhter;] take the Irishman

when he was dead [renewed laugh-
ter;] take the Trishman that bought
a crow, alleging the crows were re-
ported to live 200 years, and he
meant to set out and try it. [ Laughs
ter.] Take the Irishman who met
a friend who said to him, “Why,
sir, I heard you were dead”
“Well,” says the man, “I sup
you see I'm not ™ “Oh! no,” saye
hie; “1 would believe the man who
told me a good deal quicke: than 1
would you” [Great merriment.]
Well! those are all Greek. A
score or more of them, of a par.
allel character, come from Athens,

Our old Boston patriots felt that
tarring and feathering 4 Tory was
& genuine patent Yaunkee firehrand
—Yankeeism. They little imagin.
ed that when Riwchard Ceur de
Leon set out on one of his Crusades,
among the orders he issued to his
camp of soldiers was that any one
who robbed a hen-roost should be
tarred and feathered. Many a man
who lived in Counecticut has re.
peated the story ot taking children
to the limits of the town and giving
them a sound thrashing to enforee
their memory of the spot, Butthe
Burgandisns in France, in 8 law
now 1,100 years old, attributed val-
or to the east of France becaase it
had a law that the children should
be taken to the limits of the dis
trict, and there soundly whipped, in
order that they mifht forever re-
member where the limits came,

S0 we have very few new things
in that line, l.aughtel._] But I
said [ would take the subject, for
instance, of this very material—
very substance—glass It is the
very best expression of mau's self:
concett,

TEACHINGS FROM GLASS.

Ihad heard that nothing had
been observed in ancient times
which +ould be called by the name
of glass; that there had been mere-
ly attempts to imitate it. T thought
they had proved the proposition;
they certainly had elahorated it,
In Pompeii, a dozen miles sonth of
Naples. which was coversd with
askes iy Vesuvius 1800 years ago,
they broke futo & roum full of glass;
there was ground glass, window
s, cut glass amd colored glass of
every variety. It wasandoubtedly
a glssmaker's fictory, 5o the he
and the refutation eame face to fice.
It was like & pamphlet printed in
Londun in 1886 by Dr. Lardner
which proved that s steamboal
could not gross the ccean, and the
book came to this comitry in the
1 tirst steamboat 4hat came acruss the
[ Atlantio,

{ The chemistry of the most an.
|cient period had reached s point
| which we have never evon approach.
Lod and which we in vain struggle
to reach today. Todeed, the whole
maiagement of the effeet of light
on glascis still a matter of pro
fowd study. The first two stories
which [ have to offér you are simp-
ly stories from history.
The first is trom the letters of the
Catholie priests who broke into
Chinn, which were published in
I'rance just 200 years agn, They
{ were shown & g'nes, tracsparent angd
[eulotlese, which was tilled with a
'Iliqtlnr made by the Chivese that
was shouwn to the observers sud ap.

T'hat_story |

who shut his eyes and looked into
the glass to see how he would look !

Pose | gome, &

| Queen of Sheba gave W Solomion,

red to be oolorlumn;ih water,

is hiquor was into the
glass, and then, looking through it,
it seemed to be filled with fishes
They turned this out and repeated
the experiment, and 8gain it was
filled with fish. The Chinese con-
fessed that they did not maRe them;
that they were the plunder of some
foreign conquest. This is not a
singular thing in Chinese history,
for in some of their scientific dis-
coveries we have found evidence
that they did not make them, but
stole them,

The second story, of half a dozen,
certainly five, relates to the age of
Tiberius, the time of ‘St Paul, and
tellsof & Roman who had been
banished and who retarned to Rome,
bringing & wounderfal cup, This
cup he dashed upon the marble

vement, and it was crushed, not

token, by the fall. It was dented
with & hammer he easily
bronght it into shape again, It was
brilliant, transparent, but not brit-
tle. T had 8 wineglass when I
made this talk in New Haven, and
amoung the andience was the owner,
Professor Silliman, He was kind
enongh to ceme to the platform
when I had ended aud say that he
was familiar with most oIm facts;
but, speaking of mallesble gi‘ﬁ, he
had this to say—that it was nearly
& natural impossibility, and that no
amount of evidence whieh coald be
brought would make him credit it,
Well, the Romaus got their chem-
istry from the Arabians; they
brought it into Spain eight centur.
ies ago, and in their books of that
age they olaim that they got from
the Arabiansmalleable glass, There
i:; 8 kind of' glam vy of thel:u
that, i’ supported by e end,
its own m,fm in e Imur{
wonld dwindle down to a fine line,
which could be curved around the
wrist, Von Beust—the Chancellor
of Austris—has ordered secrecy in
ITungary in regard to a recently
discovered process by which glass
can be used exactly like wool and
manufhetured wto eloth,

These am]a few reconds, . W‘hen
yougo to Rome they will show
you a bit of glass li’k?t.he solid rim
of this tambler—a transparent glass,
a solid thing, which they litt up so
as to show you that there is nothing
concealed, but ix} the center of the
glass is a drop of eolored glass, per-
hiaps as large as 8 pes, mottled m'e
8 duck, finely mottled with the
rhitting colored hues: of the neck,
aud which even & miniature pencil
could uot do more pertectly. It is
msnifest that this dwp of liquid
glass must have been pourped, be-
canse there is no joint, 7'his must
bave been dove by & greater heat
thau the aunealing prooesr, becanse
that process shows breaks,

T'he imitation of gems hes de-
ceived not vuly the lay people, but
the conuoisseurs, Some of these
imitations in Iater years have been
discovered, T'he celebmted vase of
the Genoa Cathedral was consider.
ed a xolid emerald. The Koman
Uatholio legend ot i was that it
was one of the treasures that the

and that it was the identical cup
out of which the Savionr drank at
the Last Supper.  Columbus must
have admired it. 1t was venerable
in his day; it was desth for auy-
body w touch it but a Catholio
priest.  And when Napoleon be.
sieged Gonon—I' mean the Great
Napoleon—it was offered by the
Jews to Juan the Senate §3,000,000
on that single article of secnrity.
Napoleon took it and enrried it to
France, and gave it to the Tustitute.

Somewhat ructautly the reholars

said s “1bis not ntone; we hanlly |

know what it is” N
EXCELLENGR PER SE,

Cicero said that he had seen the

entire [hiad, which i a poew s

large as the New Thbstament, writ-

ten on skin so thatit could be rolled
tuainthempunui s nut shell
Now this is imperceptible to the
ordinary eye. You have sen the
Declaration of Independence in the

ocompass of & quarter of & dollar, |i

written with glasses. [ have to-
day a paper at home half as long
as my hand, on which was photo-
.o:d the whole contents of a
on newrpaper, 1t was put un.
der a dove's w‘i?é and aenP: into
Parie, where they enlarged it and
read the news.  This copy of the
Ttisd must have been made by some
such process,

In the Roman theater—the Coli-
seum, which conld seat 100,000

Emperor's box, raised
to the highest tier, b}um about tillie
same proportion to the space as this
stand does to this hall, and to look
down to the center of a six-acre lot
was o look a considerable distance.
glomiderlble, by the way, is not a

ankes word. Lord Chestertield
uses it in his letters to his son, so it
has s English origin)  Pliny
says that Nero, the tyrant, had a
ring with & gem in it which he
iotEed through and watohed the
sword play ot the gladiators—men
who killed each other to amuse the
people—more elearly than with the
naked eye. So Nero had an opera
glass,

8o Mauritios, the Siciliso, stood
on the promontory of his island,
and could sweep over the entire sea
to the coast ]ot;b Africa G:ith ‘i]ﬁs
nawscopite, which is & ford de.
rived from two Greek words, mean-
ing to ree & ship, Evidently Mauri.
tiug, who was a pirate, had & mar-

ive telescope.

You may visit Dr. Abbott’s
Museum, w you will see the
ring of Cheops,  7'he signet of the
ring is about the size of a quarter
of a dollar,and the engraviug is -
visible without the aid of glasses,
No man was ever shown inlo the
cabivets of in Italy without
being furnished with & microscope
10 look at them. it would be idle
for him to look at them without
ove, He couldw't appreciate the
delicate lines and the expression of
the faces, If you go to Parma
they will show you s gem once
worn on the finger of Michael
Angelo, of which tne engraving is
2,000 years old, on which there are
the figures of' seven women, Yon
must have the aid of & glass i o
der to distinguish the forms at all,
I have a friend who bas a ring, per-
haps three.quarters of an iuch in
dinmeter, and on it 18 the paked
fignre of the god Hercules, By
the aid of glasses you cau distin.
guished the interlacing muscles and
connt every separate hair on the
eyebrows. Layard says L» woull
be unable tv read the engravings
on Nineveh without strouy specta.
cles, they are so extn'mef_\r small,
Rawlinson brought home n stone
about twenty inches long aud ten
inches wide, containing au eutire
treatise on mathematics, [t would
be perfectly illegible without glass.
es,  Now, if we are unable to read
it without the sul of glases, yon
may supposa the mau who engraved
it had pretty strong spectacles.  So
the microrcope, instead of dating
from our time, finds its brothers in
the Books of Muses—aud these are
infant brothers,

THE OLD DYEs,

Sa it you take colors.  Color is,
we ay, su ornament, Wedye our
dresses and oruament onr fumiiture,
1t is an oruament to gratily the eye;
but the Egyptian imprewed it into
a new service,  Fur them it was a
method of recording histury, Some
parts of their history were writveu;
hut when they wanted to elaiorate
history they painted it. Their cul-

holding court, their armies
i their craftemen in the shi

all

the greenish.whi

R s

culty with ¢ ian

burned city of Pompeii was & city
of stucco, All the houses are stuc-
co outside, and it is stained with
Tyrian purple—the royal eolor of
antiquity,

Bnto;on can never rely on the
name of & color after & thousand
vears, 8o the Tyrian purple is al-
most & red—about the color of
these curtains. This is & city of all
red, It has been buried seventeeu
hundred years, and if you take s
shovel now and clear away the
ashes this color flames up upon you
& great aeal richer than suything
we can produce.  You can go down
into the narrow vault which Nero
built him as & retreat trom the great
heat, and - you, will find the twalls
painted all over with fanciful de-
signs in arabesque, which have been
buried beveath the esrth fifteen
hundred years; but when the pess.
snts light it up with their torches
the colors flash out before you as
fresh as they were in the days ol
St. Paul,  Your follow.citizen, Mr.

, 5pent twelve years in Venice
studying Titiao’s method of mixing
his colors, and he thinks he has got
it. Yet come down from Titiau,
whose colors are wounderfully and
perfeotly fresh, to Siv Joshus Rey-
uolds, and although his colors are
not yet s hundred years old, they
are fading; the colors on his lipasre
dying out, and the cheeks are losivg
their tints,  He did vot know how
to mix well. Al this mastery of
ovlor is as yet unequaled, If you
should go with that most delightful
of all lecturers, Professor Tyndall,
he would show you in the kpectrum
the vauishing rays of violet, aul
prove t you Ilmt{:yond their limit
there are mys still more delicate
and W you wvisible, but which he,
by chemical paper, will make visi.
ble; and he will tell you that prob.
ably, though you see three or tour
inches more than 800 years agu
your predecessors did, aud yet 500

'years after our successors will sure

pass o limit.  The French have s
theory that there is & certain deli-
cate shaduw of blue that Kuropesis
cannot sée, [u one of his lectures
to his students, Ruskin opened his
Catholic mass-hook and said: “Gen.
tlemen, we are the best chemists i
the world. No Euglishman ever
could doult that, DBut we eannot
make such a scarlet a8 that, awl
even il we conll it would vot last
for tweuty years. Yet this is 500
years old.” The Frenohman ssys :
“1 am the best dyer in Europe; -
body can cqual me, aud nobody can
surpass Lyous”  Yet in Cashmer,
where the girls make shawls wortl
$30,000, they will show him 300
distinet colors, which he uut ouly
canot make, but capnot even dis
tingoish, Wheu I was iy, ome, i
a lady wished to wéni a halt dozey
culurs ut a masquersde, and have
them all in harmony, she woubl g
to the Jews, fur the Oriental eye is
bettey than even those of® Franoe or
It.lh‘, of' whioh we.tlgi.r.lg LY high[_\.
ANULENT MASTER ARTISANS,

Taking the metals, the Dible in
its tirst, chaptess shows that
first euuquered metals therein Asia,
and on that spot today e ex
work more wondegs with those
metals than we can.

Onie of the surpeisos thas i
European artists received when the
English  plondered the Suwmmer

palace of the King ot Chiva was

urs were inmortal, else we euuld | the curionslyawronght metal vessels

lob kuow ol it We find upou the
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