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Oregon's Hydr electric Comm - 

sion held hearings in each of the 
seven counties invovled m forma­
tion of the pi po-ed N •' : : w est 
Oregon Bonneville P ; !< l';:ht>
district and concluded them early 
in 1936 Nearly two year am in 
May. 1936. the commission issu«d 
final report on the advisability of 
creating the district Voters of the 
seven counties are now preparing 
to vote on the question । n April 8
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Set up described in the report 
indicates that if the district could 
secure its distribution system of 
pi oper quality at $6.001.000. it could

sent to the people of this proposed 
district some idea of the conditions 
existing in the territory with re­
spect to electrical service and costs 
thereof, and also to present estim­
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nual costs should the district be 
created and proceed to construct 
and operate a complete d s" bci on 
system."
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"Present electrical service in this 
district is now being furnished by 
ten privately owned and one mu­
nicipally owned system, which, 
within the district, embrace a total

। in use would offer an opportunity 
for reduction in cost per kilowatt 

, hours to consumers. "It should be 
considered ' the report states, "that 
a part of the amounts paid in by 
the consumers would be going to­
ward debt retirement and event­
ually the project would be debt 
free and rates could be lowered "
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the district are 19 981 urban and 18 - 
395 rural customers, including al! 
classes of service and using about 
151.247 kilowatt hours in 1935. I r 
which the bill was $2 219.224 At 
that time average rates were resi­
dence' 4 w cents; comn eial ser­
vice. 3.81; industrial power. 0 64

year amortization period.
Taxes Cause Deficit

In the case of Project "A." which 
w ould serve municipalities and

(C<m tinned from pate ! '

and municipal services. 4 16
Total area of all seven counties 

is 6.513 square miles The commis­
sion's report indicated that only 2- 
427 square miles, or about 37 per 
cent of the total area of the coun­
ties. is to be included in the dial 
Tins included territory, however is 
by far the most populous, with 143.- 
984. or over 86 per cent, of the 
166.898 people listed as living in the 
seven counties by the 1930 census. 
Assessed valuation of the area with­
in district limits is J97.316.353. with 
Washington county's S16 403.906 val­
uation second highest.
Two Projects Offered

In forming the report, the com­
mission worked on the assumption 
that the district would erect its own 
transmission lines estimating cost 
of building under Project "A. 
which would consist of electric dis­
tribution systems in municipalities 
and 2.855 miles of rural lines 1.234 
miles more than present 1.621*. at 
$6.001.000 It would serve that part 
of the district now served and 
would make service available to 3.- 
391 rural customers who are not

that part of rural territory where 
five or more potential customers 
per mile might be reached, the 
margin of surplus if no taxes are 
paid is set at $157.413 annually for 
the first four years when only in­
terest would be payable on indebt­
edness. If taxes are paid, these
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I o the Voters of the City of I lillsboro as well as Io the Voters of
Washington County:

If the voters of the City of Hillsboro should vote against the proposal to 
organize a stiven-county utility district al the coining; special election, we 
can thereafter if we so desire form ourown district, operate, manage and 
control the same with our own people and keep all earnings at home to 1»<‘ 
used to further reduce the rales. The same rule will apply to Washington 
County as a unit should the county vote to remain out of the district.

Why should we elect five men wholly without experience in the construe 
tion. management and operation of n $6,000,000.00 light nnd power plant 
With how many of the candidates are we personally acquainted, or would 
recognize it we met them on the street? Why should we, in the t ity of Hills 
boro, as a unit, or in Washington County, as a unit, employ strangers, some of 
whom live at a great distance, to manage our business affairs for us '

Why was a special election called for April Sth, at anestimaled expense 
of $2,(Hip.HP to the taxpayers of Washington County, when the same elec 
tion could have been held with no additional cost with the primary (‘lection 
of May 20th? The reason for calling'a special election has been explained 
thus: "We are doing the same as the private power companies. I hey 
always have a special election when they want to put something over on the* 
public, and always win out.” (See Hillsboro Argus, March 17, >ec. 2, p. o)
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figures would be reduced about 
$170.000 each year, showing an an­
nual deficit of $12.729 for the first 
four years and $130.134 for thenex 
26. The 30-year deficit would then 
total S3 434.400 For Project "B 
assuming no taxes paid by the 
district, annual surplus would be 
$129.061 for the first four years and 
$3 343 thereafter. But if taxes are 
paid, these figures change to show 
a S49 704 deficit at the outset and 
$175.422 for the last 26 years, to­
taling $4 759 788 for the whole 
period.

These figures are given with the 
lowered, schedule of taxation on 
the districts. figured at present 
millage rates. At present, real and 
personal property taxes payable by 
electric utility companies in the 
district amount to $484.279 annual­
ly. which is over two and a half 
times what the district tax would 
be.
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now within reach of existing lines. 
Estimated cost of a larger project, 
designated as Project "B to serve 
all possible customers within the 
district by building 472 miles more 
than provided in Project "A." is 
$6 426.000.

In all probability, if the district
were formed, ex ..atr linca
could be taken over either through 
arrangement with present corn-
panies or through condemnation 
proceedings. However one hitch 
arises by virtue of the fact that gen­
eration. transmission and distribu­
tion facilities of the utility com­
panies operating in the district are 
not confined within the limits set 
by the district sponsors. Much of 
the investment of these companies 
is in generating stations and trans­
mission lines which would not be 
required by the district. Thus, sev­
erance charges would be required 
to take over existing facilities. To'al 
costs would probably be in the 
neighborhood of the original con­
struction cost, however, since the 
severance costs would be included 
The commission report made no 
guess in this direction, stating 
"probable amount of such severance 
damages is not susceptible of de­
termination or even approximatii 
by the commission."
Has Hypothetical Base

"Set up for the engineering re­
port is hypothetical " the reflect 
continues, "and it is not likely that 
the district under present day cir­
cumstances would consider con- 
•truction of the distribution system 
Upon which the estimate of cost is 
based If that could be d' ne. the dis­
trict's distributi''ii facilities in the 
territory would be paralleled to a 
large extent by present lines and 
revenue from the territory would 
be divided between the district and 
existing utilities so that the dstrict's 
estimated revenue would be much
less than herein estimated

The estimate of construction cost 
supposes that work would be done 
by the district, with its own em­
ployes and under direct.on < '

Pre«ent Lines Disregarded
Estimates of annual revenue are 

based upon amounts paid in 1936 
for electrical service. Estimated an­
nual costs, however, are based up- 
< n the hypothetical set up which 
disregards existence of present

which requires constant attentioi 
and expense while the Philippine' 
will be losing custom-free export­
ing to the United States, protection 
of the U. S. fleet and the power t" 
compete on a n equal level with 
other countries as at present Writ­
ing a series of articles several years 
ago. after having returned fr. m the 
islands. Hammond predicted that 
the Philippines would eventually 
request a dominion status. Recently 
he noted agitation in this direction, 
which would "give them power to 
do as they please, while the U. S 
would be holding the sack.
Anderson to Appear

"We couldn't possibly protect tl. •

for more than this old world could 
give First. Peter reminds them 
that it i< not lawful for a Jew to 
have fellowship with a non-Jcw. 
but that while he also was in 
pray er he was directed to wipe out 
the I ne between Jew and Gentile

Peter then begins and preaches 
Christ as Saviour to the group In 
the very midst of it the thing t >uk 
place that the eternities had been 
longing to s e The Holy Spirit 
came upon Cornelius and company 
as upon the Apostles some months 
before. Cornelius and all spoke in 
other tongues, of the marvelous 
works of God The whole world 
could have heard each in his own

them Christian baptism
W the or reached Jeru- 

called to account
Why had he offered Christ to non­
Jew s ’ Peter tells all. A Second 
Pentecoste. it was. "Since God gave
tl h' gift • *o us when

elude amortization of indebtedness 
during a period of 26 years begin­
ning the fifth year, with deprecia­
tion at three per cent. "In theory." 
the commission report stated, "as­
suming that estimated costs of op­
eration and maintenance of the 
system are adequate to keep it in 
good working condition, the amount

war." the ex-Philippine official said.
I don't think we'd even try Tiny 
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be worth
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set wide for depreciation would ac- boats are too small, and ar u-ed
cumulate a fund sufficient to re­
build the entire system in about 
20 years. Ir> practice this deprecia- 
ciation reserve will be invaluable 
as a fund from which to draw for 
extensions of the system and un- 
forseen emergencies thereby mak­
ing it unnecessary to issue new 
evidences of indebtedness from
time to time.'' In the event no ex­
tensions of the system were made 
it is not anticipated that this de­
preciation reserve would be al­
lowed to accumulate at the three 
per cent rate throughout the en­
tire useful life of the system

In conclusion, the report declar-

now mainly for observation and 
patrol duty '

Hammond was introduced at the 
chamber session by Herbert L Mac- 
Kenzie. Finis Brown announced t? • 
annual Laurel-Hillsboro dinner for 
Thursday. April 21. at the Laurel 
community hall. Introduced as new 
members of the chamber of rom-
merce were 
Signal Oil 
Rogers.

Dr Ela:.
of Linfield 
tour of the

W A. Campbell of the 
company and Hugh

J. Anderson, president 
college, who made a 

orient last summer just

"The decision of the people on 
the matter of whether or not the
district shall be formed is not
necessarily the vital decision. The
creation 
of itself.

of the district does not.
embark the people on a

program of ownership and opera-
tion of a power project. If an elec-
tion is held on the question of 
forming a district, and election of 
directors thereof, no bond issue or 
question of policy in the matter 
of acquisition or construction of 
an electrical distribution system 
will be involved in such election 
Should the district be created, an 
organization should be available for

prior to the outbreak of the present 
undeclared war, will be next Mon­
day's speaker, talking on various 
aspects of the Chinese-Japanese 
situation. William J Mazzocco. who 
returned last month from an ex­
tended round-the-world trip, will 
speak at a noon luncheon meeting 
on April 11. giving views of life in 
dictator-ruled countries. Due to an­
other special meeting on April 11. 
the usual monthly night-meeting 
has been postponed one week, it 
was announced.

President Paul Patterson a n-

pentance unto life'' Her" James 
the 1 < ;i! church-head .sums it up 
—God has opened the doors to the 
nat: - TO TAKE OUT OF THEM 
A PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME And 
after this- after the roll-call of the 
saved is completed I will return.
ays the Lord and rebuild the 

throne of David which is fallen 
down So when does Christ re­
turn'' When the roll-call of the 
saved is completed. Then what fol- 
laws'1 Christ sets up his throne as 
the Son of David and rules earth 
that promised THOUSAND 
YEARS.

G< d wants you on the roll of 
the saved Now is the day of sal­
vation. Whosoever will may come 
Just as I am without one plea; but 
thy blood was shed for me; and 
that thou bidd st me come to Thee; 
O. Lamb of God I come—George 
N. Taylor, Beaverton—Paid adv.
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ZENITH
making a complete investigation of 
the possibilities of acquiring elec­
trical facilities. This report is here 
presented for the consideration of
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MORE POWER TO YOU!

No! Not electric power. . . but farm power!
We offer you surplus power at no 
additional cost. You use less fuel to 
get more horsepower with the

Oliver “70”
than any other tractor in the two- 
plow class.
If you want a three-plow tractor, 
come in and see the new

Oliver “80”
High compression for gasoline or 
the Standard “80” for low grade 
fuel.

Let us demonstrate these tractors on your 
farm and you'll

Vote Yes April 8 and Everv Other Day for 
OLIVER

J. T. (Jack) Foster
Complete line of Oliver Farm Equipment
Starr Barn Equipment

126 S. 3rd Ave. Illi LSBOKO
Myers Pumps

• Pone 1011

$1 Coty Face Powder
Rouge and Powder 

Tester

FREE

Let Us Inspect Your 
Camera. No Charge.

Typewriters For Rent 
and For Sale 

Easy Terms

Yello Bole & Frank 

Medico Pipes

DELTA DRUG 
STORE

The REXAI.L Store

6.3 cubic feet net; 13.8 
square feet food storage ।

T59"5
5-year Protection
The All Feature 

Refrigerator
• More Beauty
• More Ice Cubes
• More Convenience
• More Dependability
<5 More Economy

See this BUY and 
Buy Now!

BRISTOL
Hardware Co.

(Next door to Venetian Theatre)

The board of directors can borrow money and issue warrants, notes or 
contracts in unlimited amounts—the sky is the limit—by securing the ap­
proval of the* Hydroelectric Commission of the State of Oregon, a politically 
appointed commission. Nowhere in the laws of Oregon can there be found a 
law where it is provided that a politically appointed board or commission can 
obligate the taxpayers without their approval to such an extent as is found in 
the present people’s utility law.

Why should not the taxpayers have the right to decide for themselves as 
to the amount of indebtedness they wish to incur; or, in ot|><*r words, why not 
secure the approval of the people who pay the taxes rather than a politically 
appointed commission?

The City of Hillsboro, the County of Washington and all other munic­
ipalities in the territory are required under the present state law to publish 
a budget in which is to beset forth in detail all items of expenditure and 
the purpose for which the expenditures are to lie made. All budgets are 
published priorto the levying' of a tax. A day is fixed for the hearing of the 
budget and all taxpayers have the right to attend the budget meeting and 
express themselves as to whether or not they desire to authorize the ex­
penditures therein set up.

In the people’s utility district law there is no provision for a budget. The 
boanl of directors are not required to advise* the taxpayers in advance of 
the amount of money they desire to raise or the purpose for which the 
money is to be expended.

The aF.e.Mcd valuation of the City of Hillsboro anil the number of con­
sumers of electric light and power therein are greater than in any like terri­
tory in the entire district. Likewise, the assessed valuation of Washington 
County and the number of consumers of electric light and power therein are 
greater than in any county in the entire district, except Clackamas County. 
Why should we lose our advantage of greater valuation nnd number of con­
sumers to unite with a district with disconnected territory which is costly to 
serve and with a lesser income per mil«* of line?

There is positively no provision in the law by which we can vote ourselves 
out of the district once we are voted in. Therefore, since we are not in a 
position to determine the cost of electric service either at the switchboard at 
Bonneville or the cost of the distribution thereof to the user, since we can­
not get out of the district once we have voted ourselves in. since most of the 
board of directors are strangers to us and live at a great distance* and have 
had no experience, since there is a tremendous taxing power lodged in the 
hands of the board of directors without consulting the taxpayer, why should 
we vote for the formation of the present proposed utility district?

Mr. Ross, the Bonneville Dam Administrator, in his Hillsboro address 
made several very significant statements. He stated that the power to tax is 
the power to destroy. The board of directors when elected will have the power 
to borrow large sums of money and levy a tax to pay the same. Are they not 
in a position to materially injure us or even to destroy us financially? Mr. 
Ross also stated in his Hillsboro address that he favored the issuance of reven­
ue bonds and certificates, payable only out of the revenue of the district. Un­
der the present laws of Oregon, reven ue bonds or certificates cannot be issued.

How many of the candidates for members on the board of directors do 
you know? Why should we not wait to organize our district until after the 
law has been amended to protect us, as taxpayers?

What do we lose by waiting? What do you gain by forming a district 
now? Why should we not formulate our own district and own and operate 
our own plant with our own people?

Vole 310 X NO
on April 8th

Advertisement Paid for by

O. B. Gates 
E. J. McAlear 
R. W. Weil 
M. P. Cady 
J. W. Bailey 
W. G. Hare 
W. Christensen 
C. T. Richardson 
Howard Hadley 
A. H. Busch 
C. E. Wells 
A. J. Hartrampf

To the Voters of Hillsboro:
You are invited to attend a

MASS MEETING
H. Bates 
Harold Ray 
I*. A. Anderson 
B. E. Maling 
Lester Ireland 
E. L. Johnson 
M. II. Steyenson 
H. L. MacKenzie 
LoA Oakes 
W. G. Ide 
Chas, L. Walker

of the Voters of Hillsboro 
to be held in the

CIRCUIT COURT ROOM
at 8 P. M.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5th 
for discussion of the 

7-COUNTY 
Utility District


