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Vote' Tuesday!
People of Hillsboro are to ballot 

Septem ber 28 on w hether or not they 
wish to en ter the w ater business. This 
question has been hanging  fire for 
several years and it will be a good 
th ing for the com m unity to have a 
defin ite  decision on it one way or the 
other.

Regardless of w hether you are for 
the proposal or against it. it is the 
citizen 's duty to cast his ballot for or 
against governm ental questions that 
a re  placed before the people. He 
should not determ ine the way in 
which he is to vote by mere hearsay, 
but ra th e r  should reach  his conclusion

M em ber: O reron State  
E d ito ria l A s s o c ia tio n  
and N ational E d itoria l 
Association.

F irs t Audited Paper. 
Largest AB C W eekly  
C ircu lation  in West.

Organized Minorities
A strong plea for organization of 

the great m iddle class of this country 
fo r com batting subversive influences 
was advocated by the district gover­
nor of Rotary a t a recent conference 
in Hood River. This group is and has 
been throughout the years the back­
bone of this country.

The speaker rightly  held th a t these 
people should be better equipped to 
defeat the various subversive elem ents 
which are  now out in the  open and 
which, because they  are  organized, 
are  not only im periling the  best of 
Am erican ideals but are also inflicting 
serious losses on this m iddle class, 
which finds itself trap p ed  betw een a 
crossfire of w arring  elem ents.

D anger of subversive elem ents is 
often ridiculed with the claim  th a t 
th e ir  num bers are  small. T hat may be 
true, but often an organized minority 
is much more dangerous and pow er­
ful than  an unorganized m ajority .

only a fte r  a carefu l study of the ques­
tion. He should read  the  argum ents 
pro and eon and then base his vote on 
his conclusions.

All Hillsboro citizens should go to 
the polls next Tuesday. The question 
to be decided is a very im portant step 
for the people of this com m unity.

Dr. A. B. Bailey. Hillsboro native 
son and form er m ayor, was a man 
who m ade many friendships and he 
left many in this county to mourn his 
loss. For years, like his illustrious 
father, the late Dr. F. A. Bailey, pio­
neer physician, he tre a te d  the  sick of 
th is comm unity. He drove over m ud­
dy roads and dusty roads and in all 
kinds of w eather to help people in 
distress. His was a personality th a t 
won many enduring  friendships.

Churches
M. E. Church (Bethany)

On G erm antow n road Sunday 
service every Sunday. 10 a m S un­
day school. 11 a i n —John  Place 
pastor. tf

Tualatin Plains Presbyterian 
Church

Bible school at 10 a. m.: p reach­
ing service at I t a. m .; C hristian 
Endeavor at 7:45 p. in. Missionary 
m eeting the lust W ednesday of each 
month. All a re  cordially welcome 
—J. F. fiibson, m inister. tf

First Church of Christ. Scientist
Services are  held every Sunday 

at 11 a. m ; W ednesday evening 
service* at 8 o'clock; Sunday school 
at 11 a. m. Pupils up to the age 
of 20 years are  welcomed. Free 
reading room open on W ednesdays 
and S aturdays from 2 until 4 p. n t  
Sunday 's topic. "Reality."

Seventh-day Adventist Church
Services are held each Sabbath 

(Saturday) as follows: Sabbath 
school, 9 45 a. m.; preaching service 
at 11; young people's m eeting a t  
2:30 p. in. P rayer m eeting T hurs­
day evening at 8 o'clock. Visitors 
are welcome at any service.—Dr. 
W alter H untington, pastor. tf

service*. W ednesday evening, p ray ­
er m eeting nt C herry G rove. T hu rs­
day evening Bible stu d y . Friday 
evening, prayer meeting at Aloha. 
Saturday after n o o n. c h i I d r e n's 
church at 2 3D. Service Saturday 
evening All evening services begin 
at 7:45 Come and bring a friend 
J F. Shackelford, pastor.

B eaverton Church of Christ
Bible school next Lord's day at 

9 45. Mrs Vernon Hopper, superin­
tendent Communion service. 11 a 
in Subject of the m orning message 
will be "Launch Out Into the Deep." 
special music by the choir Young 
people's society meets at 6 30 p in. 
Preaching at 8: subject, "The Royal 
House of Jesus Mid-week Bible 
study and prayer service W ednes­
day. 8 p in Monthly m eeting of the 
Missionary Society w ill be held F ri­
day evening in the church uudilor- 
ium at which tune some musical 
num bers w ill be given, also u play 
by the ladies of the Bethel C ongre­
gational church George H. Hutch, 
pastor.

Methodist Episcopal Church
Septem ber 26 Sunday school. 

9 45 a. in. C. C. Weber, superin tend­
ent. C hurch worship services 11 u 
m ; 7 45 p m Serm ons by the pus- 
to r Special music 2 30 p. in. S e r­
vices in the county home 7 p. in 
Epw orth leagues and forum. W el­
come.—Rev A Hawthorne, pastor.

Balance the Budget
Roger W. Babson, noted financial 

expert and statistician, predicts a 20- 
cent dollar. W ith financial experts 
m aking such predictions it is high 
tim e th a t the Roosevelt adm in istra­
tion and the congress m ake serious 
steps tow ard  balancing  the  budget. 
Inflation has proven destructive fo r 
everyone when tried  in a num ber of 
foreign countries and goodness knows 
we w ant nothing of th a t kind here. 
If necessary to broaden the  tax  base 
to relieve this dangerous situation it 
should be done. Outgo cannot exceed 
income indefinitely  w ithout serious 
consequences.

Death of two young girls at St. 
Helens, reported ly  as a resu lt of e a t­
ing berries th a t had been sprayed 
with arsenate  of lead, em phasizes the 
need for extrem e care in eating  food 
th a t  is not cleaned. P aren ts  should 
im press strongly upon ch ildren  t h e  
need for thoroughly  cleaning berries 
or fru it before eating. We are  too 
prone to pass lightly over a child e a t­
ing unw ashed food, but a tragedy  
such as this brings home the im port­
ance of it all too often.

The A rgus is g lad  to again  be able 
to  offer a clubbing com bination w ith 
the  New s-Telegram  th a t  will s a v e  
readers money. The daily gives the 
read e r an opportunity  to keep in­
form ed on world affairs, while every­
one should have the Argus in their 
home to keep in touch with w hat is 
happening at home and w hat affects 
th e ir pocketbook in the way of local 
governm ental affairs. To those who 
came in early to take advan tage of 
the  old ra te  on th e  A rgus it is highly 
probable th a t it can be w orked out 
fo r them  so they  m ay get in on the 
com bination if desired.

From  attacks on the national labor 
rela tions board by prom inent mem­
bers of congress, it would seem th a t 
all do not agree with the  president 
th a t  the  board is fa ir  to em ployer and 
employe, alike. A recent Oregon ex­
perience would indicate a lack of 
fairness, when representatives of the 
board  even went so fa r  as to  criticize 
the  Oregon labor conciliation board 
in the Oregon W orsted mill case. 
Senator Burke of N ebraska in a re ­
cent radio speech described the  na­
tional board as “ partisan  and p re ­
jud iced .” O ther senators and con­
gressm en, also, have said equally 
strong  words.

Oregon’s Traffic Deaths
A Series of W eekly A rticles on the 
Problem  of H ighw ay Safety by Earl

Snell, Secretary  of S tate 
As the result of convictions in  Oregon

courts for violations of the m otor vehicle laws. 
153 drivers' licenses w ere revoked or suspended 
during the m onth of Ju ly . More than a thou ­
sand convictions for various m inor offenses 
w ere reported to  this office during the same 
period.

Records in my office indicate th a t approx­
im ately 97 per cent of those who suffer revoca­
tion of th e ir d riv ing  privileges are  unable to 
secure reinstatem ent in less than  th ree years. 
The m ajority  of these cases come from d ru n k ­
en driving charges.

It is w ell also to rem em ber th a t in any 
case w here a judgm ent in excess of $100 re ­
su lting  from  a m otor vehicle accident goes u n ­
satisfied for 30 days, revocation of the defend­
an t's  operator's license is m andatory. In such 
cases, proof of financial responsibility m ust be 
filed  and m aintained for a period of three 
years, even though the judgm ent is satisfied 
before the expiration  of tha t time.

A num ber of Oregon residents have had 
th e ir drivers’ licenses revoked as the result of 
convictions or forfeiting  bail in th e  courts of 
o ther states. In e ither of these  cases, if the 
charge is one tha t would requ ire  m andatory 
revocation should the offense be com m itted in 
this state, the same procedure m ust be followed 
if the conviction or bail fo rfe itu re  w ould be 
in ano ther state.

Careful d riv ing w ith due consideration for 
th e  righ ts of others and s tr ic t adherence to 
the laws is not only common sense in each in ­
dividual case, but will avoid serious penalties 
and do much to  help elim inate Oregon's tr a f ­
fic deaths.

Jots in Jest
Now is the tim e for all good men to come 

to the aid of the Red Sox. Tigers, and anyone 
else foolish enough to  th ink  they  can overhaul 
the Yankees.

* * * •
If it costs $3 75 to  shoot a French count, 

can there  be any bag lim it on peasants?
» » • #

W hat's happened to the old-tim e movie 
serial which left the hero ine tied  to the ra il­
road track  for a solid week?

* • « •
To e rr  is hum an, w hich is the only proof 

tha t can be offered by some of the cu rren t 
crop of heavyw eight w restlers.

The governm ent is tak ing  a fo r­
w ard  step when it offers tra n sp o rta ­
tion to any alien in distress, or in 
need of public assitsance, or who is 
desirous of being rem oved to  his na­
tive country, or the country of which 
he is a citizen. In recent years aliens 
have been receiving relief along with 
citizens of this country. W hat o ther 
country  would give such relief assis­
tance  to aliens? If not in terested  in 
tak in g  the oath of citizenship and 
p ledg ing  allegiance a fte r being here 
the  required  tim e they should be ship­
ped back, w hether on relief or not.

• • • •
Many critics have review ed the Spanish 

theatre  of w ar bu t none have been so en th u ­
siastic as to suggest a revival perform ance la ter 
on.

•  * * •
The report from  the Russians' N orth Pole 

cam p that high tem peratures caused the ice 
to tu rn  into slush is going to  m ake a lot of 
Vids lose faith  in th e ir  geography teachers.

C ongratu lations to those W ashing­
ton county club m em bers who won 
honors a t the sta te  fair. It is no mean 
honor to win places a t the state fair, 
w here  the  com petition includes t h e  
best from  all over the sta te . Partic­
u larly  im pressive is the  winning of 
th e  coveted P a tte rson  trophy  for out­
s ta n d in g  leadersh ip  and achievem ent 
in th e  s ta te  by Clayton Nyberg o f 
T ua la tin . This boy has a splendid 
reco rd  in 4-H club work and it be­
sp eak s substan tia l achievem ent f o r  
him  a long  the  pa thw ay  of life.

Many communities are haying fall 
clean-up campaign. While thinking of 
this, one spot on the main business 
block comes forcibly to attention, par­
ticularly as long as it bears the title 
of “Hillsboro Public Garden.” In view 
of its condition it would probably be 
just as well to paint ovet the sign.

Our Yesterdays
Fifteen Years Ago

Argus, Septem ber 21. 192—Banks fourth  a n ­
nual Hog and D airy show opens w ith finest 
exh ib it of purebred stock ever show n in W ash­
ington county.

M P. Cady nam ed chairm an of county re ­
publican com m ittee to  succeed M. J. George 
of Forest Grove, w hen vacancy declared  by 
reason of George's participation in independ­
ent convention tha t nom inates Charles H all 
for governor.

Thirty Years Ago
Argus. S eptem ber 19. 1907—One of th e  im ­

m ediate needs of Hillsboro and  vicin ity  a t the 
present tim e is a laundry. Thousands of do l­
lars are sent out of this county annually  for 
laundry  which ought to rem ain in it.

Dr. L ink la ter's  new fram e store build ing 
north of the A rgus office is com plete and ready 
for occupancy.

Hillsboro P harm acy received a t o n  o f  
chlttum  bark  this week M arket for the stuff 
is largely in the east.

Em m ett Quick, sub-contractor on the P. R. 
& N . in jured  w hen horse falls on him as he 
was riding on an em bankm ent.

Mrs. M ary Hogan, 76, suffers heart a ttack  
over roaring  stove near Beaverton W ednesday 
evening. M eets ho rrib le  fate alone.

Burke Tongue's pacer, Lovelace, wins $500 
for owner by taking three straight heats at 
state fair grounds track.

The Oreneo-Reedvllle Parish
Sunday school in both churches,

10 a. n t ;  worship service in the
Orenco church, 11 a m ; w orship 
service in the Reedville church, 8 
p. n t  W o m e n 's  M is s io n a ry  society 
meets at Orenco on the th ird  W ed­
nesday of each m onth and at Reed­
ville on th e  fourth  T hursday of 
each month. tf

AB Saints Episcopal Church
Services for the eighteenth S un­

day a fter Trinity : Holy comm union 
at 7:30 a. m.; church school. 9:45 a. 
m.: m orning p rayer at 11; young 
people's fellowship. 5 30 p. m. Choir 
rehearsal T hursday evening at 7. in ­
stead of Friday. The vagabond bas­
ket is again on its way. T reat it 
kindly and generously when it 
comes to you. It gives all it takes 
to the church. The new  Forw ards 
are here, and may be obtained from 
Mrs. Earl H aworth. Get one and 
read it daily and use the prayers 
in it. A diligent use of it will deepen 

i the sp iritual life. Let us all pray 
fervently  for the peace of the world, 
and the advancem ent of C hrist's 
kingdom A cordial invitation is ex ­
tended to all H illsboro to come and 
worship w ith us. A hearty  welcome 
aw aits you.—Reginald Hicks, vicar

C hristian  Church
Lord's day unified study-w orship 

service 9 45-11:45 a. m Church 
school 9:45. Rally day will be Oc­
tober 3. Each class sets its own 
goal. M orning w orship 10:45 a. m. 
Special music by choir. Serm on by 
Mrs. Putnam . C hristian Endeavor 
7 p. m In term ediate  and young 
people. Evangelistic service 8 p. m. 
Song service assisted by young 
people's choir. Serm on by Mrs. 
Putnam . Choir rehearsal every 
Wednesday. 7:30 p. m Both m ale 
and fem ale voices needed. A nnual 
church day. O ctober 3. The annual 
message by pastor w ill be in m orn­
ing and annual m eeting beginning 
at 2 p. m. Every m em ber urged to 
be present. Y our pastor w ill be 
away about 10 days on his vaca­
tion.—R. L. Putnam , pastor.

Congregational Church
Septem ber 26: 10 a. m. Church 

school. Prof. Stalley, superin tend­
ent. 11 a. m. M orning w orship w ith 
sermon: "G etting God into O ur 
Program  of Life." Solo and chorus. 
"Lead. K indly  L ight" (Pughe- 
Evans). The solo b y  Mrs Clyde 
Young.—T. A rth u r Dungan. m inister.

First Baptist Church
P rayer and Bible study hour 

T hursday 8 p. m. Sunday school at 
9:45. M orning w orship at 11. The 
pastor w ill bring the concluding 
message in the series on scrip tural 
trees and th e ir relationship  to men. 
as he speaks on “The Man U nder a 
Tree or The Call to Service.” B Y. 
P. U. a t 7. Evening service at 8 with 
an evangelistic message by the pas­
tor. O ctober 3 w ill be "Go to 
C hurch” Sunday. At the Sunday 

, school hour there  w ill be a program  
and then prom otion of scholars.— ! 

I Ortiz W. W eniger. pastor.

Brooks Free M ethodist Church
P rayer m eeting Thursday 8 p. m. 

at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hogen. 
Sunday: Sunday school 10. p reach­
ing at 11 and 7:45. Young people's 
m eeting 7:15. All are welcome.—W 
McCormick, pastor.

Pilgrim  House
Septem ber 26: Festival of harvest 

home, ecclesiastical thanksgiving 
for the safe re tu rn  of the harvest of 
this year, at 10:30 a m. Sermon. 
"Shine On. H arvest Moon." "R elig­
ion in the News" topics, given over 
to discussion on the w eek's calen­
dar, which includes com m em ora­
tions of St. Michael and All Angels 
(Septem ber 29). St. Jerom e «Sep­
tem ber 301 and the G uardian A n­
gels (O ctober 2). Sunday, October 
3: W orship p reparatory  to the holy 
communion, w ith adm inistration of 
the communion O ctober 10. Pastor 
H enry S. H aller m ay be consulted 
any day. betw een 10 a. m. and noon, 
Between 4 and 6 p. m  . or by ap ­
pointm ent, at the house office. 232 
North T hird  avenue.

Trinity Lutheran Church
The service of worship begins at 

10:30 a. m.; Sunday school at 9:45, 
Serm on topic, “W hat T hink Ye of 
C hrist?” Matt. 22:42. You are  w el­
comed to worship w ith us.

W hosoever W ill—Hillsboro
T hursday 8 p. m. evangelistic 

m eeting subject of serm on will be 
"Who Will be Able to S tand.” S a t­
urday stree t m eeting (w eather per­
m itting) Sunday 3 p. m. The them e 
of the sermon will be, "S tarving 
Sheep.” You are welcome to these 
m eetings.—Melvin E. Jam es, pastor.

Whosoever Will
(Above N orth Plains)

Sunday m orning Sunday school 
classes for all ages a t 10. De­
votional service following at 8 p. m. 
The pastor will speak on the 
thought of "W hat the modern 
church could do if they would ac­
cept the experience of Acts 2:4.— 
Melvin E. Jam es, pastor.

Pentecostal Tabernacle
Sunday school Sunday m orning at 

10, D elm ar W yatt superin tendent; 
classes for all ages. Come and bring
the children w ith you Morning w or­
ship at 11 o'clock. Young people's 
meeting. 6:45 p. m„ Miss M adeline 
Newbrey, president. Sunday eve­
ning evangelistic service. Mid-week |

Highlights in 
the News

Thursday. Septem ber 16
Foes of Suprem e Court Justice

Black because of lus affiliation with
Ku K lux Kian aw ait move by P res­
ident Roosevelt

Japanese arm ies claim  victories 
in north  China.

Report circulated  t h a t  Colonel
L indbergh will renounce A m erican 
citizenship and become Briton.

S enator Borah appeals for m ain ­
tenance of "uncontrolled courts" as 
only guaran tee that trad itional A m ­
erican liberties w ill be preserved 

G eneral Hugh Johnson. ex-N. R. 
A adm inistrator, declares that "we 
are  moving from the democracy im ­
agined by the constitution and 
stra igh t tow ard as rigid a d ictator­
ship as there is on earth ."

Friday. September 17 
P residen t Roosevelt in constitu ­

tio n  day a d d re s s  re n e w s  b a t t le  to r  
reorganization of jud iciary  and de­
m ands speedy reform  D eclares that 
unless perm anent social reform  is 
quickly assured. A merica may well 
be caught in the tides of d ic ta to r­
ship th a t have engulfed o ther lands 

A nnouncem ent m ade President 
and Mrs Roosevelt w ill leave 
W ednesday on trip  to northw est, 
including inspection of Bonneville 
dam.

Japanese take Choehow. advance 
Chiifese base near Peiping

C hairm an Hamilton of repub li­
cans says it is "inconceivable" tha t 
President Roosevelt "w ould know ­
ingly have appointed a klansm an 
to th e  suprem e court."

T hreat of w aterfron t tieup  in 
P ortland  sim ilar to tha t in the San 
Francisco bay area threatened.

Senator Copeland defeated for 
dem ocratic nom ination for m ayor 
of New York.

Saturday. Septem ber 18
Bill McBackin of Spokane county 

wins w ortd cham pionships in buck­
ing bronco contest and steer roping 
at Pendleton round-up.

P resident Roosevelt plans m ajor 
speech for B onneville on trip  west.

Chinese planes bomb in te rn a ­
tional settlem ent, killing civilians 
and destroying A m erican and B rit­
ish property.

Sunday. September 19
Portland defeats O akland in two 

games and w ins way into Pacific 
Coast league cham pionship p lay ­
off.

Italy  reasserts her flat dem and 
for equality  in M editerranean pa­
trol.

N ational C om m ander H arry  W 
Colm ery of A m erican Legion i n 
New York m em orial services asks 
investigation of U. S. Nazi o rg a n -! 
and declares the U. S. "is no place 
for hyphenated loyalty."

Mary Pickford, Douglas F a ir­
banks and C harlie  C haplain s e l l  
the ir m oving picture  in terests in 
U nited Artists.

Japan  plans bom bardm ent of 
N anking and w arns all foreigners 
to get out.

Three men killed in Folsom, C a l . 
pen iten tiary  riot.

Monday. September 20
President Roosevelt w ill be at 

Bonneville S eptem ber 28. M otor 
tr ip  to Hood R iver and Tim berline 
lodge to follow speech.

V erbal clash betw een A. F. of L. 
attorney and U. S. labor board ex ­
am iner featu re  saw m ill row hearing 
in Portland.

Labor board declares team ster 
union strike  in San Francisco bay 
region. Also designates I. L. A. and 
W arehousem en’s union sole rep re ­
sentative for em ployes in w are­
houses.

U. S. A m bassador Johnson and 
staff take refuge aboard American 
patrol in Yangtze river against 
Japanese th rea t to bomb Nanking.

League of nations votes down 
Spain's request for reelection to 
league council.

American Legionnaires in na tion ­
al convention in New York told that 
dem ocratic governm ents face g rea t­
er challenge for existence than ever 
before in history.

Otto Smith, Mount Hood deer 
hunter, killed.

B rigadier-G eneral Henry H. Den- 
hardt, facing tria l on charge of 
m urdering fiancee, reported  shot 
and killed by relatives of Mrs. T ay­
lor.

Tuesday, Septem ber 21
Testimony presented a t sawmill 

row hearing in Portland before n a ­
tional labor relations board to show 
that Harold J. P ritchett, head of 
W oodworkers’ union of C. I. O„ has 
communistic leanings and talked at 
communist funeral. Charge made 
C. I. O. adheren ts misled by sub­
versive interests.

President Roosevelt halts fu rther 
Public W orks adm inistration spenfl- 

| ing for big w ork-relief construction 
projects, feeling th a t there  is a de­
creasing need for this stim ulation.

American Legion holds greatest 
parade in history In national con- 

| vention in New York.
Largest aerial battle  of S ino-Jap- 

anese w ar held over Canton, South 
China city. Japanese a ir raiders 
launch attack on N anking and bomb 

■Chinese capital for 90 minutes.
R epublican party  chieftans. m eet­

ing in W ashington, s e e  brighter 
prospects.

Charles Gacy of H arper dies at 
P rairie City, second gunshot vic­
tim of deer hunting  season.

P ortland w ins first game in Coast J 
league play-off from San Francisco 
5 to 1.

w m en  p icx t-r f e n c e s  »«He l o t :? o f  fun

Building Boom Faltering?
(By Roger W. Babson)

BABSON PARK. Muss August 
was the first m onth since May,

! 1934. thut home building was low­
er thun in the same month of the 
previous year This is serious S ta ­

tisticians had p in ­
ned the ir p r o s ­
perity  forecasts on 
u boom in build- ! 
mg. A 16 per cent 1 
jum p in construe- 1 
tion costs during 
t h e  past tw elve! 
months is the tna- | 
Jor reason w h y 
the boon, is be- 
i n g sm othered 
Rising wage scales 
and building m a­
teria l prices a r e

Roger W. Babson k i l l i n g  "Cock 
R ob in" U n l e s s  

these two groups w atch their step, 
our period of prosperity may be 
nipped m the bud

No one knows exactly  how many 
unem loyed there are in the United 
Stales. Tlie departm ent of labor e s­
tim ates that the num ber of w ork­
ers today is about 1.250.000 below 
th a t of 1929 Even at the top of 
the boom there  w ere 2,500.000 jo b ­
less. These tw o figures add up to 
3.750.000 unemployed. Add to th is 
figure the new -com ers who have 
poured into the labor m arket in 
the past eight years at the rate  of 
500.000 annually  The final sum is 

' 7.750.000 jobless today This esti­
m ate may be too high or it may 
be too low. but it is probably w ith ­
in  2.000.000 of the correct figure. 
Half Are Jobless

In so-called norm al tim es statis- 
: ticians calculate that 7.000.000 w ork­
ers are  dependent on the building 
industry  and allied lines Today the 

' volum e of home building is 50 |>er 
, cent of norm al and 40 per cent of 

the 1928 level. Hence, I th ink  it is 
safe to say tha t nearly  half of the 
building m echanics are  unem ploy­
ed This means that there are  about 
3.000.000 construction w orkers with- 

1 out private jobs. So, of our esti­
m ated 7.000,000 unemployed, rough­
ly 3.000.000 are people form erly as­
sociated w ith the building trades

These figures vividly illustrate 
the im portance of the construction 
industry  to  prosperity . Every new 
building put up adds to activity  in 
26 allied industries. Roughly, n ine­
ty  per cent of the cost of a home 
goes to labor The construction 
business is the key to fu rther 
prosperity . The so-called "consum ­
er" industries such as cotton mills, 
shoe factories, fu rn itu re  plants, and 
flour mills have been running at 
capacity. There is little  chance for 
big gains in jobs in these industries 
because their em ploym ent is a l­
ready back at, o r above, the old 
norm al. Hence, the big drives for 
jobs m ust be m ade in these indus­
tries that a re  still operating  far 
under capacity. The outstanding 
exam ple is home building.
Building Slowing Down

From 1932 to 1934, home bu ild ­
ing was a t its lowest ebb in th irty  
years. For a while we w ere con­
structing  only 8 houses for every 
100 houses th a t w ere put up in the 
1928 boom. We had a slow, gradual 
im provem ent until March, 1936 
Since then th e re  has been a spec­
tacu lar gain in home construction 
This spring 40 houses w ere b e in g ) 
built for every 8 in the sp ring  of 
1934. Each m onth since May, 1934, 
has show n a gain in home con­
struction over t h e  corresponding 
m onth of the year before R ecent­
ly, however, th e  increases h a v e  
been slowly dim inishing. The tide 
turned  in August when for the 
first tim e in m ore than th ree  years 
residential building failed to show 
a gain over the same m onth of the 
previous year.

V arious reasons—the stock m ar­
ket. w ar scares, politics—are being 
advanced for th is slowing down.
It is my belief, how ever, tha t the 
biggest reason is the sharp  increase 
in construction costs. I have be­
fore me four recognized indexes of 
construction costs. They show that 
a house w hich could have been 
erected for $5000 last Septem ber

Rib Ticklers
The High Sign

W hat do th ree balls in front of a 
pawn shop mean?

Two to one you don’t get it back. 
—Ex. • • a a

Shoe C lerk: "Do you know  w hat 
w ears out most shoe leather?"

Pretty Customer: "N o"
Shoe C lerk: "T hat’s righ t.”—Ex.• a a a
W aiter: "Do you w ant these eggs 

tu rned  over?”
Custom er: "Yes, p referab ly  to the 

M useum of N atural H istory.” Ex.

CONGRATULATIONS
C ongratulations on your recogni­

tion through the N. E. A. Would 
you be so kind as to  m all us a copy 
of your excellent publication?—L it­
tleton (Colo.) Independent.

would cost $5800 today (1932 cost
$3700' Will, no corresponding in ­
crease in salaries or pay envelopes.
I th ink  these cost figures clearly 
unsw er the question: "W hat has 
slowed down building'" '
W hat Study Shows

Moreover, if additional evidence 
is needed, refer to history G o­
ing buck to 1919. I find that a boon, 
in building was cu t off by a spec­
tacular rise in construction costs 
Then in 1921 costs dropped rapidly 
w i t h  building reviving sharply 
Again in late 1922 cost* started  u p ­
w ard and new  construction failed 
to gain fu rther headway. Then, d u r­
ing the big boom which got under 
way in 1924. building costs re ­
mained steady w hile construction 
reached the highest level in our 
history D eclining or steady bu ild ­
ing costa aid construction Rising 
costs in ju re  it

It is not hard  to understand why 
th is is so The average family ran 
lay down only about 25 per cent 
of the total cost of their new house 
If the cost of tlie house is $5000 
that was the average for 1936 
they m ust have a),out $1250 for ! 
the ir dow n-paym ent If suddenly 
the coat of th e i r  house is lifted to 
$5800 they have to  p u t u p  $1450

Last year the average family's 
income was $1900. It takes many 
months before they can accum u­
late that additional $200 On u long 
term  "Instalm ent" mortgage, their 
m onthly paym ent and tuxes have 
advanced from $48 per month to $56 
per month This of course, is the 
sump as having their ren t boosted 

I $2 per week perm anently.
U nfortunately, labor is a com- 

I modify Like copper, rubber, o r  
1 wheat, it has its m arket Its sup- ( 

ply and dem and is reflected in the 
i wage scale Must people would feel 
' that w ith an industry operating  nt 
only 50 per cent of norm al and 
with only half its w orkers em ploy­
ed. that its wage rates would tie 
painfully low This is not tru e  in 
t h e  building industry Building 
wages dropped only 15 per cent 
during the depression I urn speuk- 
ing of the quoted union rates Of 

i course, w ith so many unemployed 
at the pit of the depression, some 
mechanics worked for less than the 
"paper” ra te  to  avoid starvation

T h e  h ig h ly  - o rg a n iz e d  b u ild in g  
unions m ade a strong attem pt, how ­
ever, to m aintain the high “paper" 
rates As soon as building started 
to revive the unions began boosting 
the ir wage scales This June, new 
wage agreem ents became effective 
in New York City which gave b rick ­
layers $13 per day. pain ters $9. and 
carpen ters $12 Such wage scales 
have no relation to the building 
trade 's economic demand, o r the 
skill of th e ir m em bers compared 
w ith w orkers in m any o ther lines i 
The building m echanic m arket to- ! 
day is not a "free” m arket.
Not All Union's Fault

Yet labor and the ir unions are 
not entirely  to blame. I doubt if 
wages could have successfully been 
lifted if the governm ent had not 
supported them by paying the "p re­
vailing wage" on WPA and PWA 
jobs W hat incentive is there  for 
these w orkers to get off "relief" if 
the governm ent will match every 
pay increase offered on private 
jobs? Then. too. the building supply 
concerns have had the ir finger in 

, ■ They have boot ted matei ial 
costs up m ore than 10 per cent since 
last Septem ber. The final result is 
tha t the farm er who gets 12 cents 
a q u art for milk, the w hite collar 
w orker whose salary is $40 a week, 
and the factory w orker who re ­
ceives $4 a day sim ply cannot afford 
to h ire carpen ters and pain ters and 
buy lum ber and cem ent at curren t 
rates!

The federal govenrnm ent has 
spent a total of $35,000.000,000 since 
1933. Much of it has gone to solve 
unem ploym ent. Of the present-day 
jobless, nearly  half would "norm al­
ly ” be ynem ployed. The o ther hnlf 
depend largely on building These 
la tte r w orkers nre re-em ployable, 
but not so long as the governm ent 
spends billions to support their 
wage scales by public w orks und 
relief projects. In 1933 construction 
posts w ere suddenly jncked-up nnd 
it took building a year to absorb the 
gains. The cu rren t m om entum  of 
recovery may be strong enough to 
w ithstand th e  present m ark - ups 
during the next few m onths But if 
prosperity is not to be nipped in the 
bud. selfish and shortsighted pol­
icies of the building industry during 
the last six months must stop!

An im portant spiritual and civic 
problem is involved in these home 
building costs. All connected with 
the industry  have a very  vital social j 
responsibility. The best barom eter 
of a nation's stability  is the percen t­
age of owned homes. No one ever 
hung the red flag of anarchy on his 
own hearthstone. Real prosperity 
w ill come only through more end 
better children. These come mostly ; 
in homes tha t are owned,—not iii 
rented apartm ents. Hence, we must 
keep down building costs at all haz­
ards!

(Copyrighted 1937 Publishers
Financial B ureau)

County Record Good
(By A. L. Llndbeek)

SALEM Four Oregon counties Marion, 
l inn. Columbia and C latsop have neither bond 
nor w arrant debt, according to u survey just 
completed by S tate T reasurer Rufus ( H ol­
man Five o ther Oregon counties have no o u t­
standing bonds ulthoiigli they have some o u t­
standing w arrants, the survey revealed These 
art* Douglas, Josephine, Polk, Umatilla a n d  
W ashington

The debt load bond und warrant of the 
state 's 36 counties was lightened Io the extent 
or $1.508.442 during the year ending Ju ly  I. 
leaving the counties with a net debt ns o f  that 
date aggregating $21.092.258 64 Practically e v ­
ery one of the 30 counties show un im prove­
ment in their finuneial condition during the 
past year The net bonded debt was reduced 
by $1420,970 during  the y e n  from $21.365,0:>l 
to $19.944,004 While outstanding road w arran ts 
of more than $250 000 during the yi-ai this is 
more than off set by u reduction in outstand­
ing general fund w arrant* from un aggregate 
of $2.103.798 to $1.762.330

N otw ithstanding the decline In assessed 
valuation II) 1930 none of the counties report 
road and bridge obligations in excess o f  the 
constitutional limit Only three counties Coos 
(.Took and Grunt repoil a total indebtedness 
In excess of fiv e  per cent of their valuations 
Only four counties Chickumas. Malheur. Moi 
row and Multnomah show an Increase in 
ratio  of Indebtedness to assessed valuation d u r ­
ing the year The higher ratios in C lackam as 
und M alheur counties were due I*, Increases 
in w arran t indebtedness and declines in \ at 
nations Morrow county cut its debt load by 
$35.660 while Multnomah county w hittled $377 - 
230 off its burden of debt

Coos county, with a debt rutin of 5 47 per 
cent of its assessed valuation» reports the high­
est percentage debt Coos county, however, r e ­
duced i i . net debt by » '«-•«•-» duiIng the ye it 
Wasco G rant und Harney counties m ade tin- 
best showings w ith respect to reduction of 
th e ir  deb t ra tio s .

•  •  •  •
When the state board of control referred  

to the s ta te  library us a "libraries ' library " in 
minimizing the im portance of this institution, 
the three high officials who constitu te this 
board merely exposed then  Ignorance of thi 
functions of this stale activity Records of the 
sta te  library  show that less thun 15 per cent 
of its business is transacted with o ther lib ra ­
ries More thun 85 per cent of tin* books sent 
out from the s ta te  library go to Individuals 
living in rem ote sections of the sla te  not yet 
served by city or county libraries and to I s o ­
lated comm unities and rural school* D uring 
the year ending June  30, last, the state library 
sent out 149.010 volumes In 47.836 packages t > 
individual borrow ers In the same period the 
library  sent out 31.139 volumes iu 042 tra v e l­
ing libraries to isoolated com m unities w ithout 
other library facilities und another 4H 859 
volumes in 2472 "little  libraries" to rurul schools 
dependent largely upon the state institution 
for their outside reading At the sunn- tim e 
the library  selected and shipped textbooks 
covering 2026 reading courses f o r  persons 
throughout the sta te  who a re  dependent upon 
this source for their " higher education "

•  •  •  •
Oregon was the first of 30 states to com ­

plete Its share of the in tersta te  pact for the 
supervision of out-of-state parolees and p roba­
tioners. G overnor M artin signed the pact last 
week under authority  of an a rt passed by the 
1937 legislature.

•  •  •  •
State officials und employes took full ad ­

vantage of Constitution day to observe another 
holiday. All state offices w ere closed for the 
day.

•  •  •  •
G overnor Martin and Secretary  of S tate 

Snell inspected the E astern Oregon sta te  hos­
pital at Pendleton Friday and Saturday  nnd 
incidentally  took advantage of the opportunity  
to visit the Round-Up

• •  •  •
The fate of the long pending telephone 

ra te  cu.se now rests with the s ta te  suprem e 
court. Upon the opinion of that tribunal mav 
hinge a refund of more than $1.000.000 in rates 
to patrons of the Pacific Telephone A T ele­
graph company in this state

Under the original order Issued by C harles 
M Thomas, then public utilities commissioner, 
ra tes of the phone company w ere to have been 
reduced by approxim ately $360.000 a year The 
reduction was to have become effective ns of 
November 11. 1934 That was nearly th ree  years 
ago. An injunction granted by the circuit 
court of M ultnomah county on appeal by tin- 
telephone company prevented the order from 
being made effective Later the lower court 
held the rate  order to be confiscatory and set 
it aside The utilities comm issioner appealed 
to the supreme court und nfter num erous d e ­
lays the case was argued before the high tr i ­
bunal this week.

» •  •  •
The Oregon Blue Book. 1937-38 edition, will 

be ready for distribution ubout O ctober 1. ac­
cording to Secretary of S tate Snell A num ­
ber ut new  features will be included in the 
new edition. Snell said.

•  •  •  •
A pplicants for jobs continue short of the 

demand for w orkers in seasonal crops, accord­
ing to John E. Cooter, placem ent officer with 
the national em ployment bureau.

•  •  •  •
A compromise plan for the blocking of 

th e  state 's scattered school lands subm itted  to 
the land board by W. B. Snider and R N S tan ­
field practically endorses the plan originally 
subm itted by the "com m ittee of nine" s tock ­
men. While the com prom ise proposul would 
limit blocks to a m inim um  of ten sections th is 
requirem ent is nullified by discretionary pow­
ers which the report would vest in the  land 
board. Snider and S tanfield w ere selected to 
work out a blocking plan after an all-day hear­
ing before the land board failed to m ake any 
progress tow ard the solution of this problem.

» ♦ » •
Male drivers react more prom ptly to an 

em ergency than do women drivers, tests con­
ducted by Secretary of S tate Snell reveal. The 
tests were conducted on a "rcactom eter" con­
structed by employes of the sta te  departm ent 
out of discarded autom obile parts. D uring the 
six days of the state fair 3706 men and 1013 
women took the test.

* * ♦ ♦
Vandals, who have been guilty  of cutting  

and m utilating trees nnd sh rubbery  on h igh­
way right-of-way. will be prosecuted if the ir 
identity can be established, R. H. Baldock. 
sta te  highway engineer, w arned th is week. 
Numerous cases of vandalism  have been re ­
ported to the highway dej>artment du ring  the 
past few months.

* » ♦ »
The board of control spent a day in Pori» 

land this week inspecting buildings nnd bu ild ­
ing sites being offered the state. Four b u ild ­
ings I .id two sites w ere Inspected. The board 
expects to inspect several o ther p roperties be­
fore arriv ing  nt any decision on the proposal 
to acquire a state office build ing in Portland.

» * ♦ *
Oregon housewives in buying th e ir c ran ­

berries this fall are w arned by A rden A. Reed, 
deputy  state sealer of w eights nnd m easures, to 
Insist upon a full d ry  m easure, which, he e x ­
plains provides a much more generous helping 
than  does the custom ary liquid measure. U n­
der th e  act of the 1930 legislature, Reed points 
out, it is unlaw ful to sell any d ry  commodity 
by liquid measure.

»
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