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Rights of the Public
Legislative action on a meas in the
interest of the public to curb strikes and
_\'l'T be IIJI.:}' 10 .'1.I: concerned \\l"1'li re-
ceilve much sympathetic backing in this
county, which along with all sections
of the Pacific coast is suffering great
losses every day through the maritime

strike. The effects of the automobile siriKe
in the east are also being felt here in a
serious way and resulting in losses.

Whether it be compulsory arbitration
modeled after Ed Schulmerich’s worth-
while plan, labor courts, or some '
plan that will work in th lic 1
and in fairness to all sides, tl
suffering and patient people of thi
country and state are entitled to protec-
tion from these severe losses brought about
by strikes. The quarrels between the em-
ployer and employes are not of the public’
making and these innocent bystanders (the
public) clearly should not have to take it
on the chin.

The year of 1936 should have been
one of the best for agriculture from an
export standpoint in many long years.
However, at the very time when t
est movement of grains and f
begin the maritime unions., headed and
seemingly dominated by Harry Bridges,
alien radical, call a strike that virtually
paralyzes west coast business. Canadian
wheat is going to the best market in years,
while domestic wheat lies in the bins
along this coast, and our flouring mills
are idle. Our lumber mills are at a stand-
still and possible foreign markets go to
other countries.

This strike comes right home and hits
the farmer, the laborer, the business man
and others right where it hurts the most
—the pocketbook. Its relation to the
Washington county farmer is clearly stat-
ed in a brief statement in a news story by
County Agent W. F. Cyrus, as follows:
“Just when the dairyr
beginning t
prospect «
their w
resulted in
centrate
maintainin
deiryman anc h
When these feeds 1
couver, B. C., it has
price of 20 to 25 per ce
a supply will be avail:
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1en and poultrymen were

show that the maritime and other strikes
are being felt here keenly. One business
head declared that his business was com-
pletely tied up and that his men were
only getting a few davs’ work a month. all
because of the maritime strike. Visitors
from other places cite its severe effects
on workers and industry. They are very
outspoken in their ideas on the situation.

A Jackson county legislator points out
that the strike is proving costly to the
great pear industry of that section. The
pears are shipped to markets in France,
England, Holland, South America and
other points and due to the shipping tieup
the fruit has had to be shipped to Vancou-
ver, B. C., resulting in a loss to the grow-
ers. All of this aids British Columbia, part
of the British empire of which Bridges is
a citizen.

Representatives of agricultural groups
of the state with 30,000 members recently
met in Portland to demand immediate ad-
justment of differences between strikers
and employers so that movement of water-
born freight might be resumed. Spokes-
men for these groups listed losses running
into millions of dollars. Hood River apple
growers have lost thousands and stand to
lose more than a million dollars if the
strike is not ended soon.

Farmers in some parts of California
are petitioning the national government to
deport Harry Bridges, an Australian., head
of the maritime unions on the coast and
the leading figure in waterfront trouble
for several years. There is a lot of the
same sentiment throughout Oregon and in
this county The national government
should take immediate steps to see that
the Australian radical is returned to his
own country and not be allowed to re-
main here to stir up strife with resultant
losses to our farmers, workers and busi-
nessmen.

By all means it is time for President
Roosevelt to intervene for the good of the
general public,

Albert Tozier, well known Oregon his-
torian and pioneer collector, was forced
to break his tryst with the Methodist
church bell to ring out the old vear and
ring in the new. However, his many
friends here hope for a speedy recovery
and the chance to continue his traditional
be!ll ringing for many years to come,
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By A. L. Lindbeck
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