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THE BTORY
QHAPTER 1-—-Philo Vance. expert ii
mysteries, is called in to

ng crime

in gate the suppused suicide of Archer
wealthy collector of Chinese cern
m District Attorney Markham  has

the tele

I saw his eyvebrows go up. He lifted
the hair from the left temple, and
there was visible to all of us a dark
bruised indentation on the S 1.;\
along the hair line. Then he lifted
Coe's upper lip slightly, and seemed
to inspect his teeth, which appeared
bloodstained from where 1 stood
After a close inspection of the dead
man's mouth, he again focused his
attention on the bullet wound in
| the right temple
| Presently he

stood up straight

and fixed a calculating gase on
Vance,

“What's in your mind?" he asked
truculently

Nothing at all—the I a
mere vac m..1. vance took r-
| etle frx -m hi ".',Ls and \ awne

8 imin
his eyes sti

Plenty!"
now?
“And

vance

you still think

learned the circumstances over
e from Gamble, Coe's butler. Get- us erammed his hands into
ti ne response when he had knocked | B R o o L T
on his employer's bedroom door, Gamble ' NiS POC kets and made a wry face
said be had looked through the keyhole “H—l, no! There's son
an bad seen Coe seated, a revolver in | queer here—something d—d queer
hig r:h!T::lndd and =& I.:llflﬂ !ho:o in hril His eyes shifted te Coe's body
Lemyp ) oor was bolie rom the | . — Ic his mouth and
ingide. Markham and Vance go to Coe's I-E‘.I‘_“ [})‘F l:‘ “.d fl 1,'_[11:_ f :,‘ ‘s
Ikw in New York's Tos. They find I1¢ ‘*,.""l = . g o “. < L -
Wipde a friend of Coe's, there; also a skull on the left frontal. He's had a
Siggor Grassi, a guest. Sergeant Heath dirty blow by a b,‘.:::: m.~.,\.n{.‘.
and Detective Hennessey burst in the of some Kind >—d queer!
door, revealing the death chamber. Cox Markham. his “l.“_ mere slits,
ht;:‘h: = .HJT'"‘ gown, but wears | some forward :
st shoes. eal says it is a plam TR s S . - e .
o of sulcide Vance says it is murder I\.\l.nt about tt:!_. bullet wound
APTER Il—Hilda Lake Coe's niece LI IS right Tl”‘pl‘
Coe deserved death—that he col- Doremus looked up, took one
d ceramics through unfair means | hand from his pocket, and pointed
incurred the enmity of l‘hmalm. also | toward the dead man's head.
:“ﬂ“:' .:;'.::“"‘::‘!‘m':l _:;‘_'""’"1 ed  her “Mr. Markham," he said with
§ — precise solemnity, “that baby had

(('.nnthuﬂf fm_u Inst week )
A minute later Dr. Emanuel Dore-

mys was ushered into the room.|

He Was a wiry, nervous man, cynic-
al, hard-bitten, and with
manner. He a stock sales-
man far more than he did a doctor. |

!legrceud us with a wave of the|

b ced about the room
he tee back and forth on
his toes. and pinned a baleful eye
on Heath,
“More shenanigan,” he complain-
ed. “I was in the midst of hot cakes
and sausages when I got yeur mes-
sage., You llwm plck on me at
meal time, Se! Well, what
have you got me now?”
Heath g'rmned and jerked
thumb toward Ooe's body. He was
uggd to the medical examiner's

Doremus turmned his head and let
his indifferent eyes rest on the dead
for several moments.
door was bolted on the in-
, doctor,” Markham volunteered
e had to break it in."”

Doremus drew a deep sigh and|

turned back to Heath with a grunt

disgust.
“Well, what about it?" he asked
impatiently. Couldn't you have let
mp finish my breakfast? All you

was an aorder to remove the
body.” He reached in his pocket
and drew out a small pad of print-
blanks. I'd have sent an assist-
ant.” His voice had become peevish.

&

A

“Mr. Markham told me to call
You ly, doc,” Heath explain-
ed. “It ain't my funeral.”

Doremus, holding his fountain pen
cocked an eye at Markham.
“Straight case of suicide,” he an-
nounced breezily. “Nothing to worry
about. I'll give you the approximate
of if you uant it. And

?E

routine a lopq
“1 say doctor,” Vance asked lan-|
guidly; “would it be unprofessional
looked at the body?”
us spun round.
“I'm going to look at the body.”
he snapped. “I'm to dissect it
—I'm goipg to give it a post mor-
What more do you want?"
- Just d:hy jDocwr pursued
ance, “do you jump at the con-
clusion thaz it's suicide?”
Hﬁl&d impatiently.
his hand; the bul-
!et wound l.l in the t place: and
I know a dead man when I see one
Furthermore, the door r
“Was bolted on the inside, Vance
&?m ?Qh quite. But what about
“Well what about it?" Doremus
began fill in the order. “There's
the body—look at it yourself.”
. hnvo looked at it, don't y’-

“Fou see, Doc,” Heath explained
with a grin of satisfaction, “Mr.
;’wmoed Imgui Ildm;d ahbet I said

¥ cide; a e said you'd
murder.” »

I'm a doctor, not a detective,
Doremus returned acidly. “The guy's
with a buliet hole in his right
le. He's holding a gun in his
hand. It's the kind of wound
have been self-inflicted.

1=

rest it is up to you fellows in
the homicide bureau. If the bullet
from the Tm don't fit, the autop-
sy’ll show it. You'll get all the data
tomorrow. Then you can draw your
own conclusions.”

¥Vance had sat down in a chair
near the west wall and was smoking

"Would you mind, Doctor, taking
a close look at that bullet hole be-
fore you return to your hot cakes
and sausages? And you might also
@'utinlze tb{a dead man's mouth,

stared at Vance a mo-
mgnt; then he approached Archer
Coe's body and bent over it. He in-
spected the wound carefully, and

E

A& Jaunty

his |

been dead for hours when that b
let entered his head!™

The only person in the room
was not staggered by this unexpect-
ed announcement was Vance. Heath
| stood staring at the corpse as if he
almost expected it to rise. Mark-
ham slowly took his cigar from his
mouth and looked vaguely back and
forth between Doremus and Vance
As for myself, I must admit that a
cold chill Tfan up my spine. The
sight of a dead man sitting with a
revolver in his hand and a bullet
wound in his head coupled with the
knowledge that the bullet had been
fired into him after death, affected
me like a piece of African sorcery

Vance, as I say, was unaffected
He merely nodded his head slightly
and lighted another cigarette with
| steady fingers,

“Interestin’ situation—eh, what?"
he murmured. “Really, Markham,
a man doesn't ordinarily shoot him-
self after death. fear you
simply must eliminate the suicide
| theory.”

\lark‘mm frowned deeply.
| But the bolted door—"

“A dead man doesn't
bolt doors, either,” Vance

Markham turned. with
dazed eyes to Doremus

“Can you determine
him doctor?”

vIf given time."

ul-

who

what

Doremus

come sullen: he did not
turn of events

“I say, Doctor,” drawled Vance
‘what’s the state of rigor mortis in
our victim?"

“It’'s well advanced. Dead eight to
twelve hours.”

“Can't you come closer an
that?” asked Heath sourly

“Give me a chance.” The medical

examiner was irritable. “I'm going
to take a closer look at this guy
before I go . . Lend me a hand,
Sergeant, and we'll put him on
the bed .

“Just a moment, Doctor.” Vance

spoke premptorily. “Take a look at
the hand on the desk. Is it clutch-
ing the revolver, taking great care
not to make any finger prints on
it

Heath came forward and gingerly
inspected the weapon. Then he
dropped it in a large pocket hand-
::erchief and placed it on the blot-

er

“And, Doctor,” pursued Vance

“was Coe's finger pressed directly
agalnst lhe trigger?”

‘Yep.,” was Doremus’ curt answer,

“Then we may assume that the
revolver was placed in Coe's hand
hel’ore rigor mortis set iz, what?”

“Well. I'll tell you. He"—pointing
to Coe's body—"may have had the
gun in his hand when he died. I
wasn’'t present. y' understand. And
if the gun was already in his hand,
I.th nobody put it there later.”

“In that case how could it have
been fired?”

“It couldn’t. But how do you
know it was fired? Theie¢'s no way
of telling until the post mortem
whether the bullet in his head came
from the gun he was holding.”

“Do the caliber of the revolver
and the wound correspond?”

“Yes, I'd say so. The gun's a
38, and the wound looks the same
size "

“And,” put in Heath, “one cham-
Ler of the gun's been [ired.”

Markham nodded, and looked at
the medical examiner.

If it should prove to be true,
Doctor, that the revolver in Coe's
hand fired the shot in his head
then we could assume, could we
not, as Mr. Vance sugzcsted, that
the revolver had been placed in
the dead man’s hand before rigor
mortis set in?”

“Sure you could.
was greatly modified
have forced gun
and made it appear

Doremus’ tone
“Nobody could
into his hand
natural after

washday. That was wh
rying in water from
waiting for it to hea

SERVICE

BLUE MONDAY

“Blue Monday" originated with a 16th
century European custom of decorating the
churches in blue on the Monday before Lent.

Then, for years “Blue Monday”

awkward tubs—drudgery.

Both "Blue Mondays”
past. The church custom is no longer followed
and the convenient service your water com-
pany offers has banished washday blues.

OREGON-WASHINGTON WATER

' RICHARD E. WILEY, Manager
Hillsboro, Oregon :

referred to
en washday meant car-
pump or rain barrel,
t, filling and emptying

are now things of the
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) .Al,'.i p _.-!}I _.:”.’.ml"' lll,'.liil.'li,{ l"]:m;m:_ from which depended a Union High School No. 7, Joint 166.78 355.02 521.80 475.00 48 80
'fj:rfj.ti "y ".,“[_';_’ r“i: vined con. | coat and waist-coat of the same Union High School No. 8, Joint 50.58 3783 07.41 80.20 17.21
jousness very soon after that|somber gray material as that of the . . -
blow on his head? Lre - - ers Coe {a.‘m ;w--n wearing " $100,133.00  $446,12798 § 6057260  $624,833.76  $475011.07  § 6957269  $ 80.250.00
“That paihiasne bieat nce ran his fingers over the
_.,?_’,‘.‘j.,:’,.‘_,ﬂ" ";“'1”"«‘,_,'.4'_&”“ - cost in the vicinity of the right OUTSTANDING WARRANTS DECEMBER 31, 1034
I:,'rr:»‘h"-,i_t",' ~ I:""J""t".d “r‘*," He | Shouder, and there was revealed a General Fund $137,208.49
might ¢ remained unconscious SUt in the material the exact size Road Funds 77,945.88
for t hours, and he might ©f the wound in Coe’s back. There Teta] Outstanding Warrants December 31, 1934 $215,154.27
have come to in a few ”““,I;H Alll was a similar slit in the back of
depends But that's not what's | the Wast-c f:-t'_.'rmn-' iding with the | State of Oregon, County of Washington, ss,
bothering ne .Iw.u‘ are a rr'-'_np]r-‘ .”.r ,’,’I", ""'I' 3 Ir’tl the two articles of | oo _I-IEfif"- C [.l'u-r-, Cl."ml'v. Clerk of Wu.'\mlllulr-n (.'U|!:|-'\," ( oregon, do ) Witness Whereof, 1 have hereunto set my hand and affixed
small abrasions on the inside of th clothine closs to the MHat and| here by certify that the foregoing is a true and correct statement of the seal of the County Court of Washington County Oregon, this
right-hand finger and a 3 ht touched th .,' sl .}\I-'i"l; his '['-_‘,.'..,l.';ﬁ the receipts, disbursements and balances by funds of Washington 22nd day of January, 1035 : A
";Ii]"- 1’;”{ h""'i' (rk““‘(;k]'r’ an '[l) " “_';_': "I |\ ese  holes,” he said, “are | County, Oregon, for the period commencing July 1, 1934, and ending EDW. C. LUCE
o ;'}1;J witt ”“.H ver cracked hin ightly stiffened at the edges, as December :#!' 19.:"' &8 APpeats Wtn the records of my office and n (BEAL) County Clerk of Washington County, Oregon
over the 1} And yet his clothe if some substance had dried on my custody as such clerk. "
were certair sat—no sign of hay- them. I think that substance will be
ing been mussed- and his hair's found to be !.;Efmd : . There's no Edward C. Luce, Clerk of 1928 4.320 .95
combed and slicked down , . .~ | doubt that Coe was fully dressed washington County, Oregon, 1927 2491 99
“Yeah. and there was a gun in| ¥A%0 gy TT":,T,’"'I' ;”;d . 'ih:‘ Dear Bir: 1926 1.900 47
his hand, and he was sitting rest- _’rll'"_'”’.r'l’{:""r'lf d{}:}.‘;,.r';-:-f, [TI"',' w’;;:-n The following is a statement of the amount of taxes collected by 1925 188,85
ful-like _and looking peaceful” 555 Z0Bn o ey J. W. Connell, Sheriff, from July 1, 1934, to December 31, 1934, Collections under ten-payment play, not included in abc '
added Heath with puzzled disgust. '* W48 e . - d in above
‘Somebody musta dolled him up After a moment Markham ex-| Year Amount Collected amounts 370867
after the battle. A swell situation.” bressed the thought uppermost in| 1933-34 $103,913.64 -
“But they didn't change his all our m'md.s E Y 1932 60,609.11 $357,880.14
shoes,” put in Markham Thm‘_ P ”“} s a.:ta-.'\"l.‘x:.- "-(, the | 1931 36,200 42 Respectfully submitted
“Which explains his still wearing | murderer must have taken Coes| 1939 40,585.27 J. W. CONNELL,
his street shoes with his bath-  ¢08t and vest off, hung them in 1929 13,852.79 By UI. 1‘ . ".t..""‘“"'
robe.” Heath addressed this re- : y Gladys Elsner, Tax Deputy.
mark to Vance, |
Vance gazed mildly at the ser-| - .
e s ' Semi-Annual Report, Treasurer Washington County, Oregon
“Why should anyone re-dress a Al .
person he has just knocked uncon- | Beginning July 1, 1934, and Ending December 31, 1934
4 1 21
.IV’T'I‘:":‘I ?I-rﬁt t:fﬂnd-g‘é;nr?fdhlfhﬂn:”f Sheriff A“eﬂur'- Receipta  Assign- Transfers Halance Total Warrants Interest on Bomds nrl Assign- Translers Total I "
S:!' e St b t mehow i-t'*i not LI\F: Tax Misc ments June 30 Receipts  and Vouchers Warrants Interesy menta .I.II- ,:.' A Oash on
B e - [  County Fund $110.54137 $2145 $ 011967 8....... § 4540 § 2341360 $152.141.40 $105682.40 $399194 $20.12878 $138 808 o1 Hiadan. B
| usual procedure, . . No, I'm afraid | " l 8.803.21 $13,338.28
well have to account for Coe's| ~ County Road 3902864 764 0ATIE6 ... 4027101 952162 9830057  §7.806.28 2,760.07 0000635 & 7
| we - reus M58, 44 32
| : st District Road 2.101.96 11.80 "ITIT B48.91 3,562.67 3,130 .48 3,130.48 432.19
| S | Special Road QOIS © oo’ qbncees  Weeess . eeeresy 307951 738074 528065 528065  2,100.00
| Market Road 3,110.66 b T LT 3.523.38 6.634.04 5,203.28 W aiviba 5'29"“‘ 1'340'00
; County 8chool RIS e dviiend 1194633  50,165.01  49,010.72 AR vt S SR A0 B 4901072 1015420
' ; District School £255854 209 Y T 16,508.19 6963848 4493360 a1 DA .. . 54.548.45 1509003
0 gen ~-DIrewsier Unilon High School 48,49051 1135 mias ... 11,50895  60,375.90  41759.36 1367 11,013.78 5270681 758918
[ , High School Tuition 1215733 ... BB orviidc aidedve _}.M&ag H.:!;b.g: B T i 431135 9400
i . Non-High School 2349208 340 M G 04197 30,876, 2463787 20283 ....... -y ;
[CHICK STARTING MASH | g, coiary School avh. S 20,028.78 609 2003487 2008007  ...... 2.000.07 “"”2'3
_ _ | Pire Patrol 142379 ... AN I e : 35844 178223  1,466.02 ; 1,466.02 31621
With milk and yeast, with | Water Districts 3,352.56 W e 970.75 4,398.96 SIS [ iciess 3880 15 500,81
s .1 . Cities and Towns 21,196.12 O  sesaib  pesdnns 8,087.87 29,399.556 I s i bt et p vy ; Y
ml].k, without mll}( or y(!la.\?t,l e s ol son s en i T i §20.12 820,12 5 5 otaanstl sy e 2490122  4.498.33
Chick Scratch, Chick Grit, | Trust Furd 1,348.91 3,994.80 B s bhdih i e et 5%-;?
Chick Fountains, Feeders, | Land Indemnity s 296.60 290.60 AT B TR T T 206,60
. County Fair  ka . e 1,451.52 1,451,562 Y - et fiavies 1,450.06 '
and Brooders. Buy the best. County Fair—Racing C P Ciimer-  sbiie  Bawe 576.39 446.00 TR g ] '446.00 13;';:
O yrices are right. County Library AT 200.00 .87 ¢ 286 .67 2456.37 B sevasss adn "
. Yy S . Drainage Dist. No. 7 IS | “Ghen - Sughse - hianks 20404  2784.15 200.00 BRI s o 224780 2.5
| Highway Pund T S SN .itiivs cirwrid 48,851.99 858098 4027101 481851 536,65
’ ' Building Pund 213.82 1,367.09 1,581.81 50.50 4 oy . m-””
Farmers CaSh Store | Game Pund 322:3 Yo 90.80 | ERAReda £ dd bt e m-g 153131
3 < and Peuttey | Dog Pund . 2,300, 2,648.42 LD - - isi e . y
#oet - Bond - Tom - Institute Pund ARG AT | o tox 10000 8.65 108,66 35.50 : 160930  970.12
Phone 3061 Bscheat Fund sketers s Eeniiss 330.51 BRI - siseeih ¢ suees Bl P iy 36.50 73.16
Land Contract Pund g NN it iscares  iansagied 1,370.44 Auh I::ﬁ
e ] Total - . mm 71' 14 76,414.77 580 9 $633, JAAEIY W,
' m $ $8,580 94 m 6. $100,133.00 287.24 m-i 722.99 ‘1.012 21 mc'w ] llﬁl) 98 m 5. 19 $5563,037.24  $80,250.00

o




