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By PERCY G. HALL.
{Copyright, 1010, by American Preas Asso-
clation ]

The elltor of the Excelslor Magnzine
sat at his desk opeiilug envelopes con-
tnlnlng  contributlons Ruaniug over
the sheets of one to discover (i it came
within the preseribed length, e (dund
between two of thein a halr It was
too long for o wan's hulr and oo short
for a woman's. But it must Lo one
or the other, and glnce the manuseript
was sent in by a woman he concluded
that it had belonged to the latter, 1t
wus not blaek or brown or red; it
was golden.  And the nnme of the girl
on whose bead [t had doubtiess grown
wis Nnthalle Rose Arrowsmith.  But

perhapa this was fictitious,

The Excelslor Magazine was pub-
lshed In the fur west, where women,
being comparatively searce, are appre
clatéd. Possibly It was this that led
the edltor to dream over the golden
halr and Nathalle Rose Arrowsmith
e was a young man of ideal tastes
[Te was not the owner of the period-
feal, but an employee whose husiness
it was to select such contributions as
would fit in between eertaln  other
gtaple mntter. He possessed lternry
dlscrlmination, but was nware that this
lelieate faculty was not considered o
fixing his salary.
of Liw was to read the manuseripts
that came in to see that there was
nothing In them cnlenlated to offemd
any of the magazine's pairons seledt
ing those that would fit the empty
Spaces.

That & good name for Miss Arrof-
smith would be “the falr ong with the
golden locks™ gradually insinuated It-
golf into the young editor's mind. He
pstimated the length of her produe-
tion and, finding it within Hmlta; leid
it aside for acceptance In case It con:
talned mothlug objectionable. Mean-
while his operative mentallty Was on
his work, but his ideal faculties—those
akin %o soul—were on “the fulr one
with the golden locks.” By the time
he had read ber mahuseript he had con-
Jured up a poetle, nesthetle condition
that enabled him to see in it the high
ost degree of literary merit. The lan-
gunge was “plaing” or gulch lnguage,:
and the author bad succeeded In gly-
ing it as currwll? as If ahe had kept a
cowboy's boarding house. There were
Rattlesnake Bil and: Mexican Pete, a8
“had men as ever fanned n 45 or
twisted a bowle” Then there was
(potus Kate, not overparticular in her
Joves, but “a heart as big as Table
mountain.”
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What was expectad |

epough for buzz saws on his heels
He was flushed with apger; but, oo
weoing the editor, who was & delicate
tellow of five feet two inches and a
hundred pounds welght, be stood as-
tonlshed for a moment then burst into
i fit of uncontrollable langhter.

“Be you the kid as writ that?" he
usked, holding forth the editor's apolo-
getle message

The editor stood stupefied.

“Waal, waal, | alu't on the blow
wbout seeln’ big wonders, but this is the
blarstedest observation 1 ever made.

80 ' took twe for a gal. And the balr
ez got In Detween the sheets. A gold-
en strand, And y' daubed In some
soft sonp on me. 1 sure pever see
nothin® 1ike this before.”
\ “Dik] you write the stuff 7" asked the
| proprietor of Nathalle Rose Arrow-
sulth.

! “fartin. 1 read 1t to the boys, and
| they ‘lowed it was fpe”

“What made you choose that name "
“Why, pand, T was called sudden on
|n roundup and lef' the stuflf with a
| young feller ez jist come out to the
| Peters ranch from the east to send to
| your magazine. He put oo the name.
| He sald be'd give it a nom der plum.”
[ "It 1s & plum,” remarked the pro-
| prietor contemptuounsly.

“Waal, little one, 1 come up yere to
to see what kind of a galoot took me
for a gal. 1 thort s if there was ary
{nsult intended, though 1 aln't much
on gun suddenness, I'd jist bore & bole
In the man as Aid it. But you aln't
| blg enough target for my guns. Good-
by, Mr. Proprietor; goodby, lttle one.”

Aud he walked out to the music of
his spurs.

] Thea the manager turned to his edl-

tor.

“] reckon” he sald, “this aln't mo
pasture for a moon calf llke you? Y’
better go east to some o' them college
magazines, Here's yoor salary to
date.”

THE NEW DISPENSATION.

On. fove 1s such & tender plantl
You handle it with care;

You cannot treat it with a club
And still fts blessings share.

Once patient women had to stund
For all such kind of sport,

The story was avallable, but when
the editor contemplated offering the
management’s 1imit of compensation
for sueh productions—$2.50—his whole
ideal nature sickened, Yet what conld
be do? Any suggestion to pay an ad-
dittonnl sum for a lterary gem would
only meet with a snarl from his chiet
and the remark that *we aln't in this
vere business to edecate authors, but
for dust” Heconcluded to soften the
blow for the fair one with the golden
locks by writing her a letter of apolos
gy for offering ber so piiiful a sum for
her production.

If Lie had stopped at this there need
have been no harm gone, Al editors
kindly fnsert feather beds under strug-
gling authors bofore knocking them
down, It's a feature of the business.
But the gold strand had stuck In his
head, nnd he added some “soft stuf.”
He Inclosed the proprietor's check for
the price to be pald and sent the whol
away with a fluttering heart.

A few days later the young editor
heard a stentorlin volce in the man-
ager's private room debating some

to

he

But now they grab a man like that
And bhale him into court

Serenely as the final act
Of some old fashloned play, '

Without & ripple or a jar,
It glldes along the way

Until tar hata and lovely gowns
The man declines to cough,

And then In fow well chosen words
Hs learns where he gets off,

Before had fawned the suffragette
Upon his startled guso

Man didn‘t know he had A snap
In those old fashloned days.

He erooked his finger; that was all
He had to do for years,

And It she ventured to get gay
Perbapa he boxed her ears.

But now & different morn has dawned,
The woman's day Is here,

And she must have her littls say,
And, oh, she makes It clear!

Once, a8 perhaps you are aware,
Bhe couldn’t speik in church,

But now she lets her master know
Who's ruler of the perch.

Naturally the Kind.

Little Johnny couldn’t get through
his bend some great fact that it was
necessary for him to know In order to
round out his education Hnely and com-

question with all the Intensity of Jau-
gunge of Rattlesnake Bill or Mexican
Pete lu the story. Then the inanager
called the editor luto’ his office.  There

L]
p’

pletely aud wake him a eredit to the
publie school systen. His teacher was
trying her best to explaln, dnd fOonally
he gald that he understood, .

awful scene?

“What awful scene?’

“Do ceasa the pretense of lgnorance.
1 suppose it was he who told you"

My bewilderment was Increasing
rather than sulsiding, for I noticed a
resemblance, though a very fulnt ope.
between the lady before mwe and a fig-
ure in the pleture to which she re-
torred. In fact, 1 was dumfounded. 1
di) nothing but stare at her. She went
on speaking In her quick, exclted way,
her eyes filling with tears:

“It was all my fault. 1 urged him
to take the movey and speculate for
me. The stocks went down, Ten
days after the loss was reported to me
by the brokers be had learned of it
and made it good out of his own
pocket. Indeed, he wrote me that
there was a profit. The stupid brokers
called on me for margin during his ab-
sence, at the helght of the panle. He
had distinctly told them to look to
him and by ne means communicate
with me. But why did you eall your
pleture ‘Retribution? At the moment
1 reproached him he bhad ordered &
check sent me for £6.000. 1 recelved
it after he had gone”

A light was beginning to break in
upon my brain. 1 had rend of cases
where persous had fancled themselves
the subjects of artists’ work, aod It
struck we that 1 had wet with an In-
stance. 1 was interested In the lady’s
story. Might T not be of service In re-
storing to her a person she had
wronged? The pleture, too, corre-
sponded with the scene to which she
referred. A woman was reproaching a
man who had wronged her, while he
stood with bowed head, recelving his
chastlsement. The woman was the
principal figure; the man was in shad-
ow and his face mot distinctly visible.
1 concluded to temporize with her.

“And did he not defend himself? 1
asked.

“No:; be slmply stood and looked at
me In astonishment. His fizure ln your
picture doesn't show his demeanot
at all."”

“He left you with no explanation

“None whatever. Ten minutes after
his departure the postman left his let-
ter containing his check for what 1
bad given him—the profit. Prodt, in:
deed! The transaction cost him $7,0600."

1 pondered, while she went on Ineo-
herently In the same muanuer as b
fore. Finally 1 sald to her, “1f you
will leave me your address 1 will see
it 1 ean do anythig for you."

wihere! 1 knew all the while you
were acquainted with bim and that he
gave you the information which led
to your painting that picture. Oh,
please do tell him bow sorey I'am for
what I diL”

“Yes, It 1 flud him."

The lady departed somewhat com-
forted, but by no means confident that
I would succeed In gaining for her
the forgiveness of the man she had
wronged.

How 1 found Edward Borland Is a
matter between me and a wan 1 paid
for doing the work. When I met Mr.
Borland he supposed the meetlng was
casunl. 1 pursued the acqualntance
and invited him to my studio, where |
had the picture from Martine's con-
spleuously displayed on an eusel. |
watched hlm as he looked @t it. The
woman's face evidently Interested him.

“Where did you get your model for
that figure?" he asked.

This was a beglnning. Before he
feft my studio 1 had told him the story
of my visitor and her Ulusion. When
his wonder at the singulur occurrence
had given place to thinking on the
slituation between himself and the
lady 1 saw his face harden. If 1 ef-
fected a reconefllation 1 must use the
utmost adroltness,

“She was very bitter,” he sald, “wher

she supposed | had lost her money.”

—

(hie case and as o recent symptoms,
He shook his head gravely as he
eamie frowm the room,
w0, doctor,” sald the wife anxious
v, *“do you know what is the mattes
with him?®

“Yeu" sald the doctor firmly, v
| “Oh, what Is ¥ il
| “Ile is slek" :
1 Just a Fit,
| I wish | kuew what to give uacle

I for a birthday present.”
“Something useful, I suppose?™
“Certninly.”

“And lnexpensive??

“Oh, _\l"_"

LYoo might give him a bath ticket
| You can get a ulce one for a quartes™

at
£

r ¥

Queer.

o1 thonght sou sald Wikins Is an
| Englishman.”

“He 18"

“lmpossible™

“Why

“IHe saw the polnt of my joke in &
flash.”

Fres Advice.
The man who la wise
Is on 1o sald guys
Who bham! out advice that is fres
He knows that the lot
U this tommyrot A
Is stale to the final degres. ‘.g'
1
For goods that cut lee 4
Are marked with a price
As on through 1ife's journoy you pass
Aond things (bat are worth
A place on the sarth
Are not In the free sample class,

The man with advice,
Right once and wrong twies,
Bhould keep for home uses his junk
To use on hlmeelf,
S0 put on the shelf
His offering of moth eaten bunk,

A word to the wise

Is nut a surprise,
But when It comes In by the skelm

Just glve him the wink

Anil suy that you think 1
We may have a bit of a raln. )

Accommodating.

L

“I am only n weak woman.”
“Then you should ke me’
Wyt

“Because | aw strong for you*

Monumental.
“1 don't Hke to Osh.”

“Don't you?* 3
“Not a bit" F
“Why ;

#1 ulwnys catch such blg ones.™

“1 should think you would like that.™

“No; they ure so big that If 1| were
to lle about them vobedy would belleve
me at all”

.

- Real Head.

“I wm looklug for the bead of the
house,” suld the canyusser,

“[ere Jane,” ealled the man fo his
wife. “Mun wanls to see you"

“Me?"

“Yes; he culled for the bead of the
house." .

“Oh, be is looking for the baby®
Tep. !
and do some-

Everything on
“Why don't you get out
thing for yourselft
“Me?"
utﬂ‘n
“[ haven't any opportunity,” :
“Ob, pabaw! Call up &

store and have them send m __I“I 4 E;

m"




