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EVENTS OF THE DAY

"

e ant Happenings of the Pust Week,

) Presented In Condensed Form, Most
Likely to Prove Interesting to Ouwr
Many Readera,

:: Fire st Brookport, N, Y., did great

dumage to properly,

Runsla Is pouring troops Inte Port
Arthir At & rapld rate,

,The United Btates has ordered
troops o Panama to relley rines,

“Two mombers of & deapermte robbor
Land bhave been captured o Califor
tla.

Rimalan military ofclals are confl
dent the war will be over by Beptom:
lrer,

Guneral Charles Dick appoars almost
sure to succeod the late Henator
Hanna,

Japan han offered to ald China In
requiring the Russlan gunbost to leave
Bhunghal,

W, Hourke Cockran has hoon oloctod
fo the weat In Congress vacaled by
Mgyor MeClellan, of New York,

France glves sympathetic support

Ll

fur

day

)

ot to the note of Russla declaring that
en Japan has violated international Inw
Prosldont Roosevelt will favor the
Ve Oregon Senntors and reappoint Hooth
ut end Bridges at the Hoseburg land of
floe, desplte the protest of Hitch

as cock,
He The tear of war between Turkey
p atid Dulgnrin |s Increasing. COermany
! Las beon Informed that Buolgaria s
buying large quantities of munitions

, of war,

Turkey and Montenegro are on the
vorge of war.

John Mitchell ls expected to suc
cend Wright na labor commisslonsr.

Secretary Hay has sddressed an
other note to the powers In regard to
China,

Sonator  Hoar sccuses  Beuator
Foraker and others of misrepresenting
him op his Pannma stand,

Turkey and Dulgaria are both mak.
lug kroat preparation and war In the
Holkans Is consldered noar.

Honator Foster must give up his
bill or the state of Washington will
not be divided into two judicial dis
trictn,

Hurton, af Ohlo, has jolned the op
position to the naval appropriation
Wil contending the amount s too
large.

John Garber, of Ban Franclaco, has
doclined the appolntment as canal
comuilssloner, but some Callfornia
engloeer 1y nlmost sure to get the ap
polntment.

Bevon life convicts In the New
Moxieo penitentiary ovarpowered the
suparintendent and made a dash for
liborty, but were subdusd by guards,

Senator Hanabrough has Introduced
n bl to end the lleu land evil.

The Czar | much downeast over the
war and appears lttle In publle,

Fourteon peoplo met death In &
Parig factory from an explosion.

Rusuians oxpect Japan to lay slege
to Port Arthur and are preparing for
a long reslstance.

The Canr will likely proceed to the
front in the apring to take personal
conimand of the army.

Japan has had a dinpate with China
regarding & Russian gunboat which
took refuge at S8hanghal.

General Kouropatkin (n to eommand
(ho Russian army, nlded by two grand
dukes, uncles of the Csar.

The Porto Rican has demanded that
they be admitted to statehood or that
the Island be granted Independence.

Parry 8. Heath has reslgned as sec-
rotary of the Natlonal Republican
committes. Himer Dover will tempo
rardily mucceed him,

Prostiyterian churchea of the Unit-
od Btates have agreed upon & plan of
unlon.

Russin has abolished the censor-
ship on &l news excepting war move
ments.

Mitchell Is wure to head the inter
oooanle cansl committes It Platt does
not want the place,

#it. Louls  constables precipitated
a riot, In which slz men were shot, by
attempting to clows a poolroom acroas
the river in Illinols.

Runsia {s sald to be preparing to
ovitouato Port Arthur and make Har-
bin her headquarters. This Is elalm-
od to be a much bettsr polnt of vant.
nEo,

The Britlsh press warna the na-
tion to be propared for aa alllance by
the powers against her,

The house ls consldering the naval
appropriation bill, It Is the desire
to have a navy which will be second
to nono In the world, The bill carries
$14,000,000 more than last year's ap-
propriation.

Insurance companies find the Balti-
uidro fire losses were everestimated.

Canndn {8 placing heary modern
guns In all of her coast fertifications.

“Tho houso has passed the fortifica-
itd Gan bt

" Ahnor McKinley is serfously 111, A
nnﬂiat(;lur of hle relatives have been
ca .

Tillman has re-latroduced his bill
In the sennte te grant ex-Queen
Liltuoknlan! a gratuity.

A number of additional indlctments
will be made In eonnection with the
Hyde-Donson land conapiracy.

Two hundred and fty plcked ship-
wilghts have been sent to Port Ar-

thur to hurry repairs on Rusalan war
veRsals.

CANAL NOW SURE.

Benate Ratifies Panama Treaty by
a Largs Vote,

Washington, Feb 26 —The United
Htates Bennte yestorday ratified, with
out amendment, the treaty with Pan-
wmn for n eaonl across the lethmus of
that name by a vole of 66 to 14 The
renult wip o foregone conclunlon, the
Intereat In the matter Leing only In
the division of the vate on the Demo
erutle slde, which was not known
defnitely untll the foll wag called, all
the Republicans belng for mtification
Fourteen Democrats voted for ratify
ceation and 14 agalont.  Two Demo
eraly, Clark of Montann and Stone of
Missourl, wore palred In favor of the
tronty and three Democrats, Overman,
Mclaurin and Martin, were paired
agalnst, wo In the total volte 16
Democrats wers for the treaty and 17
agnlnet It

The only other vole was on  the
wmendment offered by Heaator Bacon,
providing for an arrangement to com:
penaate Colombla for loas of the ter
ritory of Papamn. This was rejected
by & vote of 24 1o 49 1t was a party
vole on the affirmative side, and also
on the negative slde with the excep
tlon of Gilwon and MeKEnery, Demo
orntn, who voted with the Republicans
Bonntors  generally commend the
management of the treaty by Callom,
chalrman of the committes on forelgn
relations, who has had charge of the
measure durlpg both the plain and
stormy aalling. The vote was taken
much earlier than wan anticipated at
frnt, when Its opponents wore vigor
ously trying to secure enough votea
to provent ratifieation,
The dobate In executive seaslon was
genetally on the merita of the treaty,
with refercice to the seeret papers
which wore sent to the Benate by the
Prosldent, Morgan made a sot aposch,
which occupled the groater part of
the time

Russiang Discover Japanese Trying to
Destroy Rallroad.

8t Potopiburg, Feb 201t was of
fclally antounced today that throe
members of the Japaneae staff, dis
gulsod as coolles, wore eaptured while
attempting to blow up n bridge on the
Manchurin Rallway over the Sungarl
River, and after an Immediate trial
by drumhead conrtmartial, they were
hanged to the very culvert they hnd
tried to destroy,

The three Japancse wore Colonel
Aual, ong of the most expert of Jap
anese ongineors, and one of the in
wtructors ot the War College; Liew:
tenant Zoukl Ascha and Lleutenant
Kaourata; the latter were Iwo export
BUppOrs.

The disgulse of the Japanoso s de-
olared to have boon perfect, but they
wore onught while In the act of plae-
Ing the explosives In pluce and were
pocognlzed by o Russian ofcer, who
was formerly statloned as o military
attache at the Russlan Legation at
Toklo, There was no question of thelr
gullt. In fact, they did not even take
the trouble to deny It.  They wore
granted bhut a short time th propare
ta die. The executlon wis witnessed
by all the Russian troops at the post
and a large number of natives,

The newspapers of Port Arthur,
dated February 4, ronched 8t Potors.
burg today, Indieating that they were
toas  than three weeks In translt
Troop trains probably require a longer
timo on acconnt of the diffculties at
Lake Balkal, where providlons and
troops are crossing, both on lce tralng
and sledgos

SAYS IT HAS ANNEXED COREA

London Journal Reports That Japan
Has Deposed the Emperar,

London, Feb, 26 —The Chronicle has
a disphteh doatod Marbin, which states
that news has boon recelved there to
the effect that the Fapanese Minlster
to Coren has deposed BEwmperor  Yi
Heul, nnd hag Issned o procliamation
aunexing Coren to Japnn.

Aceoriding to a Chefoo dispateh to
the Morning Post, the Rugsian troops
are deserting by wholesale In Man

churla.  The Coren correspondent
vtitey that the report that Japanese
have landed nt Plgeon Bay and near
Dalny s confirmed,

The Standard prints a dlspateh datod
Seoul stating that n force of 2,000
Chinese wre harassing the Russiansg at
Lino Yang. The correspondent states
that severid important bridges on the
rallway botwoen Harbln and  Viadl
vostok have been destroyed,

Chinese Troops Go to Front.
New York, Peb, 26—The World has
the tollowing cable from its Tientsin
correspondent;  “The  transportation
of Chinese troops from this point to
outalde the great wall began  today,
Ffour tralng fled with cavalry were
dispatched,  Severnl Japancse officers
were ot the atatlon to Inspect the pro-
coodings.  Apart  from the 10,000
Chinose now belng forwarded about
0,000 are distributed along the rallway
line, 2,260 nt Linoyang. 1,600 at Chin
chonfy, 1,800 at Slnmintung and 760 at
Tlonehtinntnl. The movements of the
Russlan  troops are belng strictly

gutrded from observation cars.”

Viadivostok Fleet Can't Be Located.

Toklo, Feb, 25.—It I8 Impossible to
woeure any news of the Russian
Viadivostok squadron. Tt s expected
that the Japanese Diet will meot about
the middle of Maveh, at which time
the goverament will Introduce bills
to provide the finances for carrylng
on tho war, It I expected that these
mensures will provide for an annual
revenue for military purposes of 60,
000,000 yen ($30,000,000), but the ex-
pet nature of the measure will be kept
sooroet.

Russiang Can't Repair Ships,
wel Hal Wol, Feb, 26—All the me-
¢hanles at Port Arthur, Dalny and
Vindivostok are Clilnese, and It s Im-
possible, for the Russiang to repalr
thelr damaged warships,

HILLSBORO, OREGON, THURSDAY,

FOUR SHIPS LOST

JAPANESE FOOL RUSSIANS BY USE
OF SIGNALS.

Torpedo Boats at Port Arthur Captured
and Crews Made Prisosers— Alexill
Uoes to Harbin - Port Arthur s Now
Stricily a Naval Stronghold—Only 20

Forelgners Remain,

London, Feb, 24.-—The Nagusaki
correspondent of the Dally Tolegraph,
cabling uoder date of February 22, re
rorte that the Japanese squadron has
captured foup Russinp torpedo bosts
at Port Arthur by using Ruasian
slgnils.  This dispateh  appears to
confirm  reporta from  varlous qQuar
tery of n frouh attack on Port Arthur
by the Japanese. The report reached
Nognsakl from Cheloo, and It adds
that the HRusalan erews of the four
torpedo boats huve boen transferred.
No other newg of thiy attack has
been recelved In London, but  the
Crefoo correspondont of the Morming
Post, in u dispatch dated February 22,
snys the stutement ls current that the
Jupanese torpedoboat destroyers in
the attack on Port Arthur on Febru.
ary 14 sunk or damaged two Russlan
battieships, In addition to the torpedo
bont already reported. |
Viceroy Alexiefl's  retirement to
Harbiln s now an accomplshed fact,
and & corrospondent of the Associnted
Press oables that Port Arthur 1a now
strictly & navel stronghold and the
forts are belng manned by naval gun-
uern,  Only 20 forelgners are now at
Port Arthur, and they are tratlers dis-
posing of thelr merchandise,

Bome of them are under suspiclon,
and there In likelihood of thelr being
arrested. There nre many complaints
of unwarranted arrests, wnexplained
expulsion and defamation of charac
tor by the Port Arthur pollee

The report thut Inrge bodles of Cos-
sancks and other troops are occupying
Nin Chwatig and Hsln Ming Tin are
unfoundoed,

A didpateh to the Daily Mall from
Hong Kong says a British squadron
1x concentrating there and that a cor
responding French concentration of
wirships I oceurring at Sagon, Indo
Chinn. This ls supposedly & result of
the Anglo-French understanding

MANY SUSPICIOUS OF RUSSIA

Belleve She ls Courting Publicity to
Influence French Sentiment.

Paris, Feb, 24 —8t. Petersburg, in
time of peace one of the most difieult
places for Journalistle effort, has sud-
denly bocome a great center for for
¢ign correspondents, The continental
preas s at present flooded with long
telegramy and letters from the Rus-

alan enpital.
The sudden rush of the Russian

governmont into publieity has aroused
susplelon in many quarters, where the
question 18 belng asked: “What I
behind the move?* It s Inconcelv-
able that the Russian government,
which took great pains to conceal ev-
ery Important happening In time of
peace, should now want to make pub-
e every happening of importance. A
number of leading diplomats and army
and naval oMeers are nelined to be
fleve that In permitting all manner of
sensntional  storles to he  spread
yrondenst, Russia hopes to Influence
the stock market in France, and thus
couie & diversion In favor of Russin.

Blood Polsoning and Puerpal Fever,
—Pormalin I8 the most powerful antl.
septie agent known to selence, and If It
Is really an antidote for blood polsoning
medical practice has made some ad-
vancement. Btlll Its use must be aes
companied by the groatest cautlon, It
I glven subcutanconsly by using 1-2000
of formalin In a decl-normal salt solu-
tion, Of this, aixty centimeters s
hypodermically administered, and In an
hour the patlent’s temperature may be
reduced from 104 to 09, The primary
effeet of Introducing formalin Into the
arterlal elrculatlon is to convert the
blood Intself lnto an antiseptie  solu-
thon,

Japanese Order Filled in Record Time,

Philadelphia, Feb. 24.—In congse:
quence of a rash order from the Jap
nnese government for locomotives, a
foenl plant has ostablished & new rec
ord by the construction of seven loco:
motives In a day. The engines ordern
od by Japan are for the military rall
rond that will connect Fosan, on the
southern const of Corea, with Seoul
A order ealling for 20 locomotives,
to be completed with 80 days, was re
colved late In January. Elght of the
20 hoave already been shipped to Fu
sion. The remalning 12 will be shipped
this week.

Threat to China.

Now York, Feb, 24.—The American
prints the following copyrighted dis
pateh from its London correspondent:
“A dispateh to the BRxpress from
Shanghal says: It Is ofclally stated
that M, Paul Lessar, the Russlan Min-
ister to Chinn, has threatened Llen
Fang, the vieepresident of the Chin
vao forelgn offtee, with the direct con-
sequences, it China insists on the de.
pariure from Shanghal harbor of the
Rusainn gunbont Mandjur for which
the Japanese crulser Atsuhima ls ly-
Ing In wait.

First Ballot for Hanna's Successor.

Columbus, O, Feh, 24.—Separate
hallats will be taken (n the House and
Senate at noon on March 1 for the
olectlon of a succcssor to the late
Senntor Hanna and a Joint sesslon whl
e held at noon on March 2 to declare
the result., This 18 provided in a
joint resolution Introduced and adopt-
od In the Sennte tonight, and which
will be ratified by the House tomor-
row.

ON TO THE NORTH.

Japanese Land Forces Advancing on
Ping Yang,

Wel Hal Weol, Feb, 24—0On Febry-
ary 19 the Halmun arrived at Chemul
po and started for & private anchorage
that hnd been  arrasnged for.  Cone
splvuous ot the entrance of the har
bor were the wrecks of the Rusmlan
vousels thot bhad been sunk after the
engagement with the Japanese, Sal
vage operations had already begun on
‘he Variag and the divers were at
wdrk on the sunken crulser.

Japanese army corps  was  Dbelng
landed In three diviglons. The 12th
divislon hed already disembarked and
the ITmperial Guards were to follow
Immedintely, A general advance on
the road to Ping Yang s expected
soun,

The methods of the Japanese excite
the greatest admiration from all for-
#len military exgerts who  witness
them. Britlsh oMeers doclare openly
that It iy an lmprovement over any-
thing In their experience and state
that It Indlcates an organization su-
petior to anything In Europe.

Japan's action In Corea amounts lo
an acceptance of responsibilty for the
sitfety of foreigners throughout Corea
and all apprehensions of local dis

turbances bave Leen allayed .

The original scheme on the part of
the Japanese Board of Strategy has
boen to lind at Masampho and murch
vorthward, but the naval victorles
changed all this  and  enabled the
trangports to land at Chemulpo, While
the Russian-Siberlan  squadron re
malng intact at Viedivostok it s re
garded ns unlikely that Japan will
attempt to land troops on the East
orn const, The road so far as Hwang
Ju ia good. It Is flanked by paddy
flelds, which ate st present . frost
bound asd covered with two loches of
lew,

The conditions are such that ft
would bo almost Impossible for the
Russians at present to check the Jap-
anese advance. However, the district
betweon the Yalu River and Ping
Yang I8 of such strategic value as to
necessitate strenuous eforte on  the
part of both combatants to occupy It
Buccets by the Russiuns in this re-
spect will render Chemulpo untenable
as 4 buse by the Japanese. On the
other hand, should the Japanese suc
cesufully occupy it, they will have a
clear fleld and an open sea behind
them, over which they can hurry addi-
tional troops as they are needed,

BLACK SEA FLEET MUST GO.

Russia Again Negotiating for Passage
Through the Dardanelies,

New York, Feb. 24.—The Herald
Las the followlng cable from its St
Petersburg correspondent:

“I have recelved further corrobora-
tlon that active negotiations are in
progress for the pnssage of the Dar-
danelles by the Russian Black Sea
fleet. 1 am further informed that this
i¢ the reason why such pains have
Leen taken of late to obtain the good
will of Austrla. Germany will very

probably be willing to further Russia's
plan, being glad enough to find there
by means of realizing her wellknown
ambitions In Asla Minor and let Rus
sl weaken herself In fighting the Far
FEast. Russia knows all this, but is
nevertheless eager to get her ships
through, even if It s necessary to
aidopt the subterfuge of altering thelr
appearance, disguising them ns mer-
chantmen. The Porte Is almost will-
ing, snd if England makes any ob-
jectlon to the passage (t will be the
algnal for an immediate advance to
ward Indin.

“The Russian government has just
chartered from a local firm of ship:
owners four ships, which sall from
Ilack Soa ports  with cargoes
af ¢onl, Very high terms were given,
and In case of capture the government
will pay the full value of the vessels.

“The order of the day is that Japan
will be allowed to oceupy Corea, The
oot hns recelved Instructions not Lo
ongage in any fight at present, but to
remain quict on defensive untll the be
ginning of July, when hall of the
whole Baltie fleet will be dispatched
to the Far East."

Bombardment Prevented.

Nagasakl, Feb, 24—The steamer
Stolberg hae arrived here from Viadil
vostock with 20 white forelgners, 1500
Chinese and 50 Japanese, She brings
In addition 40 gurvivors of the Japan-
oo steamer Nakanourn Maru, which
wns sunk by the Russlan crulser
squadron from Viadivostok on Febru-
ary 11, Two men were drowned dur
ing thelr transfer to the Russian
shipa. The survivors were well
tronted and provided with return pas-
suges, The Viedivostok squadron in.
tended to bombard Hakodate, but a
snow storm prevenled the vessels
from entering the Straits of Tsguaru.

With Japan's Exhibit.
Tacoma, Wash., Feb, 24.—With the
most valunble cargo ever brought to
the Pacific Coast from the Orlent, the
American steamship Lyra arvrived (n
Tacoma today from the Orient. The
Lyra brought the exhibit of the Jap
anese government for the Loulsiana
Mxposition at 8t. Louls, besides n mis-
cellaneons cargo valued at $1,000,000.
1t would be Impossible to estimate the
value of the entire cargo, for in the
Mikado's exhiblt are artleles of such

rarity that they are priceless.

Philippine Commissioner Confirmed.

Waahington, Feb, 24—The Senate
today confirmed W. Cameron Forbes,
of Massachusetts, to be a member of
the Philippine Commission and to sue-
ceed ns secrelary of the Department
of Commerce and Pollee, Luke B
Wright.

BUY THE DITCH,

Hood River Farmers Effectively Settle
Water Question,

Hood River —Thers Is great re
Jolcing among the farmers of Hood
River, and the thoussudy of people In
the Unlted States who have come to
look to thiy Nttle garden spot of Ore
kon for thelr blg red strawberries,
need worry no lotger about their
supply of fruit, for the crop this year
will be larger and better than ever
The water question, which has been
causing the farmers so much trouble
the past three weeks, |8 practically
settled, and the frrigation diteh will
hiereafter belong solely to the farmers.

To pay for the diteh and make nec

casary repairs to Insure a supply of
2500 inches of water will require an
expenditure of about §60,000, equal
to 2,000 sharee. Where farmers are
rot prepared to pay cash for water
privileges, arrangements have been
made to secure loans from the state
sthool fund at 6 per cent. It is Agured
out that malntenance., expenses and
interest on the loans will bring the
enst of water to the farmers to loss
than $3.50 an inch. To those able to
pay cash for water right, the cost will
be a little over $1.50, The cost of
water each yenr Is regulated by the
vost of repairs and expenses appor-
tioned pro rata among the land-
uwners. The diteh itself is to remain
cotirely free from debt, the farmers
nssuming all obligations,
As soon ng a majority of stock ls
teken, a call will be lssued for a
stockholders’ meeting, orginazation
will be effected and a board of direc
tors elected, Work will hegln imme-
diately toward getting the ditch In
shapé to have water for the straw-
berries by May 1.

TERMS OF SALE VIOLATED,

Purchasers of Umatilla Timber Land
Sell Wood Wholesale,

Pendleton.—Charles Wilkins, agent
at the Umntilla Indian reservation,
enys that during the pust six months
there hag been wholesale consumption
of timber on ceded lands, which prac
tice Is & violation of the laws. The
Innds were sold some time ago in 40
acre tracts at 32.25 an acre, but the
purchasers weres (nformed that It
would be unlawful to convert the tim-
her into wood or lumber untll fwo
vears after the date of gales,

It |s gald that many have paid but
little attention to this stipulation, and
recently have sold large quantities of
wood to Pendleton dealers. One man
Ir sald to have delivered 800 cords
of wood to a fuel irm of Pendleton
since Iast fall,

Mr. Wilking sayg the timber lands
are out of his jurisdiction, and ac-
cordingly §t Is not within his province
to prefer charges against the alleged
slolators. The lands are In the dis-
trict governed by the Land Office &
l.a Grande and ft will be for the Land
Ingpector to investigate the irregu-
larlties,

A great deal of apprehension I8 felt
It Is belleved that many prominent
farmers will be Included among the
violators.

NURSERIES DO A BIG TRADE.

Milton Firms Supply a Large Ter:
ritory.

Milton.—Two large nurseries do
business here, and just now the man-
ngement is busy preparing for the
shipment of nearly $50,000 worth of
trees to all parts of Washington and
Oregon for spring planting. Ship-
ments will be made during the early
part of next month in many cases
other orders going out later. These
irpes are grown near this city, and
all the care and attention is given by
local men., The varieties generally
are those that are known to thrive
well in this climate and the principal
output is apple trees.

During the past decade a large
amount of money has been sent out
of the country for fruit trees, and n
few years ago local capital became in-
terested and a nursery wog establish-
ol to furnish trees for the orchards
which seemed to be certain of estab-
lishment. The business proved satis-
factory, and it is now dificult to get
farmers to send away for nursery
stock of any kind. Following the suc-
cess of one nursery, another was es
tablished, and now Milton sends out
more trees annually than any other
place of similar size lun the northwest

Grand Ronde Apples Go Fast.

La Grande.—Within the past three
weeks the Blue Mountain Fruft Com:
pany in La Grande has shipped to the
tastern markets 15 carloads of Grand
Ronde apples, which were held over
Inst fall by the growers. J. D, MeKen
non, one of La Grand's leading
grocers, has shipped out two carloads
of apples and several carloads of
potatoes of late. About 20,000 hoxes
of saleable apples were ralsed In the
Cove district alone in the year 1903,
and a much larger crop s expected
In the year 1904,

To Move County Seat Back.

La Grande—Petitions have been
put in clreulation fn almost all locall
tieg in Union County asking the coun-
ty Court to submit the question af re-
locating the county seat from Unlon
to La Grande to the vote of the people
at the general election in June, This
petition is formulated under the gen-
eral law of 1903, which provides for
submission of the question upon peti-
tion of three-fifths of the total of all
the votes cast.

To Reduce Rate of Interest,
Astorla—The Astoria school dls-

which can be redeemed on March 1,
and the directors have made arrange-
ments to refund them by borrowing
money from the state, This will re
duee the rate of mterest from 6 to &
per cent and effect quite a saving to
the district.

HAPPENINGS HERE IN OREGON

trict has bonds amounting to $12,000, | 8¢

TERMS OF OFFICE

Do Those Now In Hold for Two Years
Longer?

Balem.--Do County Assessors, now
In office, hold two years longer, under
the act of 1903, extending the term of
office to four years, is a question
which will be submitted to the At
terney-Genernl for an oplnion, The
Asgegsory now in offlce were elocted
vnder n law  which prescribed two
yeurd an the term of offiee, [0 1903
the Léglslature amended the Jaw so
ns to read that “there ghall be elected
nt the general election by the quali-
ed clectors of each county In this
vtute a County Assessor, who shall
hold hic office for the term of four
years, and untll hls suceessor ls elect-
ed and quelified.” There I8 nothing
In the aet which specifics whether as-
Fessors now In office ghall be affected
by the new law. It has been gener-
ally supposed that the present incum-
bents would retire when thelr two
Year terms have ended, but there may
be some doubt aboyt thie
On the other hand, It Is & general
rule that laws changing the length of
a term of office do not affect incum-
bents unless the Intention to do so
Is clear. In the present instance, the
words “there shall be elected” would
feem to Indicate an intention that the
law should affect only those clected in
the future, but ss these words were
in the old law and were merely re
peated in the amendatory act, they
may not have any particular meaning
in that respect.

ABSESSORS’

FINE COWS FOR DAIRYING.

Jackson County Farmer Buys Hol
steins—Big Farm to Be Made.

Jacksonville, — Brophy Bros, the
owners of a fine dalry ranch in this
valley, have recelved from Scappoose,
Columbla County, a carload of fine
Holstein cows to add to thelr already
cholee herd of mileh cows.

Benton Bowers, of Ashland, who
‘ately purchased the Beekman &
Reames tract of Iand on Rogue River,
seven miles north of Jacksonville,
have a force of 20 men at work re
pairing  the bulldings, rebuilding
fences and clearing additional land.
There is T00 acres in the tract, 400
acres of which will be put to grass,
300 acres of this being seeded to al-
falfa this spring, and the remainding
300 to pasture, Fine stock Is to be
kept upon the land, and Mr. Bowers
plans to have one of the best selected
herds in Rogue River walley.

Isanc Houscholder has sold his in
terest in the Kain's Creek limekilns
near Jacksonville, and will at onee
put in @ wood camp on Poo:man’'s
cl?lmk and a woodyard in Jackson-
ville.

Double its Capacity,

La Grande—~The La Grande Cres-
cent Knitting Mills, the ounly factory
of jts kind In the Northwest outside
of Portland, |s arranging to double
te capacity and has ordered a dozen
new machines, The factory makes
stockings, shawls and underwear.
Sults of underwear are placed on the
market all the way from $2 to $25 per
eult, and are manufactired of cotton,
wool and silk. It Is now impoasihle
for the factory to fill all the orders
voming in. Thig factory has been in
operation in La Gramde only a little
over six months.

Busy Times at Prairie City,
Prairie City —As spring approaches
development of this district begins
to nssume shape. It is now conceded
that the Sumpter Valley and Bonts
raflroads will race for the occupancy
of this field, The Bonta road has &e-
cored a part of the right of way and
the surveying corps s busy locating
the remainder. The enterprise has
heen financed, and it Is given out that
ft will be a steam road instead of in
electric. This brings it in tonch with
the O, R, & N. and simplifies the
transfer from one road to the other

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat—Milling quotations; Walla
Walla, 77878¢; bluestem, S2@83c;
Valley, 82¢.
Barley—Feed, $21G22

brewing, $22; rolled, $23.

Flour—Valley, $3.7543.85 per bar
vel: hurd wheat steaights, $3.0064.10;
clears, $3.55@33.75; hard wheat pat-
onts, $4.20@ 4.50; graham, $3.75; whole
wheat, $4: rye flour, $4.50@4.75,

Oats—No. 1 white, $1.15; gray, §1.10
per cental.

Millstuffs—Bran, $18.50@ 19 per ton;
middlings, $26: shorts, $19.50§20;
chop. $18; linseed, delry food, $19.

Hay—Timothy, $15@17 per ton;
clover, $11@13; grain, $12@13; cheat,
F12@18. )

Butter—S8weet cream butter, 32Wce
per pound; faney creamery, 80¢;
cholce ereamery, 25@27%¢; dairy and
store, nominal.

Butter fat—8weet cream, 3i¢; sour
cream, 20c.

Poultry—Chickens, mized, 1216@13¢
per pound: springs, small, 14@16¢c;
hens, 13@13%¢; turkeys, live, 15@16¢
per pound; dressed, 18@20c; ducks,
869 per dozen; geese, live, Sc¢ per
pound.

BEggs—Oregon ranch, 24@20c per
dozen,

Vegetables—Tumlps, 80c per sack;
carrots, 80c; beets §1: parsnips, $1;
cabbage, 18, @2c; red cabbage, 1%¢;
lettuee, head, 26@40c per dozen; pars-
ley, per dozen, £5c: tomatoes, $1.606@

per crate; caullficur, 76c@$1
per dozen; celery, 6bc per dozen;
pumpking, l¢ per pound; cucumbers,
§225 per dogen, Onions—Yellow
Danvers, $2@2.26 per sack .

Potatoes—Faney, $1@1.10 per sack;
common, T0@00e, growers' prices;
awoets, 214¢ In sacks; 2% erated,

Beof—Dregsed, 8@7%e per pound.

Mutton—Dressed, 6@ 7%e; lambs,

Bl @0c;

per ton;

.

Veal — Dressed,
large, 8% @7c.
Pork—Dressed, TR T%e.
Hops—Cholee, 26@28c per pound;
prime, 26¢; medium, 24c.
Wool — Valley, 17618c; Eastern
Oregon, 12@15¢; mohalr, 32@3%e,

small,

BATTLE ON LAND.

Russians Badly Beaten In Engage-
ment on Yalu River,

8t. Petersburg, Feb, 22-—Authority
which prolibits doubting veracily of
the report, in splte of the ofcial dis-
patches stating that nothing s taking
place and everything s perfectly
qulet, says. outpost engagements have
taken place on the Yalu resulting In
the Russian advance guards being
driven back with ronsiderable losses,
which are estimated at 2500 lives, but
whether this means those who fell on
the Yalu or the entire Rusalan losses
since the commencement of the war
s not exactly clear.

Large Force E

Niu Chwang, Feb. Z;’:-':'l
victory is reported near the Yalu river,
but ls unconfirmable from any source.
According to the report current here
a large part of the forees of both Rus-
Elans and Japanese were The
Russians are siald to have lost several
thougand men. There are no detalls
of the engagement obtalnable,

SEEKING RUSSIAN SHIPS,

‘Japanese Fleet Wants Batlle With
Cable-Cutting Squadron.

. New York, Feb, 22 —The American’s
| Toklo cabie, dated February 21, says:
Hussian warships are reported between
‘Japan and Cores. Transports carrying
‘troop; across are heavily conveyed In
| ronsequence. Half the Japanese fleet
'Is occupled in surveying and protect-
|Ing the landing of troops in Corea
‘and the other hall is searching
|the Russian Viadivostock warships.
| The prefectural office has received
|telegram from the chief magistrate
the lsland of Miyake, south of

Gult of Corea, reporting that 12
ciang debarked In a boat from & vessel
in the offing on February 19, The sul-
sequent movements of this mysterious
party are not reported, but inquiry is
under way. The Russians were prob-
ably seeking to cut the cable, as three
warships were reported off Okushir
feland today searching for the cable.

AMERICA HAS TROOPS PREPARE

Orders lssued That Men Be Ready
for Service at Short Notice.
8an Francisco, Feb. 12.—Under or-
ders issued by the War Department,
the commanders of the varions mill-
tary departments of the United Btates
Army are placing in readiness for ser-
vice at short notice the organizations
nader thelr immediate charge. This
work is being done in the quletest
posslble manner, amd the officers In
charge are very reticent about talking
on the subject.
Although it is not generally known,
the San Francisco Presidio ls the most
active Army post in the work of pre-
paration. The troops of the Presidio
are doing extra drill daily, and It Is
siated on the best of suthority that
within the next two weeks a large
consignment of cold-weather clothing
will arrive at the post ready for distri-
bution on 24 hours' notice. The fact
that blanket-lined overcoats, fur gloves
and heavy Arctie boots are among the
rupplies to arrive In San Francisco Is -
significant of the Intention of the War
Department to prepare the troops for
a climate more regorous than that of
California,
Another phase of these preparatory
measures {8 the work of the Coast-
Artillery that has charge of the har
bor defenses. The recently organised
school in submarine mining bas taken
such an Interest In it work that a
corps of men is dally devoting the
hours between sunrise and sunset to
the study of the methods of modern
harbor defense, while a large force
of men !s working day and night in
the sheds near the Government
wharves preparing platforms such as
are used for placing the floating
mines.
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WAR CALLS FOR '04 MONEY.

Russia Oﬂclllln Notifiea St. Louis
She Will Not Participate.

8t. Louls, Feb, 22.—OMcial confirm-
ption of Russia’s intention to abandon
participation In the exposition was re-
ceived today In a cablegram to Presi-
dent Francls from Commissioner-Gen-
eral Alexandrovsky at St. Piteraburg.
The cablegram follows:
“Notwithstanding the best of feeling
to America and a readiness for par-
ticipation im the World's Fair, Russian
tradesmen think their patriotic duty
is to give the money nmprhlad for
the exposition to the Cross afid
wounded soldiers, I am going person-
ally as the chief delegate of the Red
Cross to the Far East. My sincere
thanks for your kind atention to our
staff and me personally. , My best

"

gards to all directors and chiefs.

China Denies Request for Aid.

Toklo, Feb, 22.—Advices to the Jap-
anese government from Pekin say that
while at Mukden, Viceroy Alexiff ask-
od the Chinese troops to ald in guard-
ing the railroad, so ns to prevent the
interruption of traffic. The

refused the request and asked for in-
structions from Pekin. The Chinese
government  told them to Inform .
Alexiff that as Russia had Insisted the
Chinese were unable to guard the rail-
way in time of peace, surely Russia
could not expect them to guard it In
time of war.

America Is Criticised,

8t. Petersburg, Feb, 22.—The re-
fusal of the Commander of the United
States gunboat Vicksburg to unite
with the Commanders of other forelgm
warships at Chemulpo fo L
against the fighting there on Febru-
ary 8, which resulted in the loss of the
Russinn warships Variag and :
and the foct that the Vicksburg
not take on board any of the surviv. -
ing Russian soldiers, has created much
unfavorable publle comment here,

Arming Black 8ea Coast.

Warsaw, Feb, 22—Heavy slege guns
are being mounted on the enut ﬂ
versts (ten miles) from Odessa.
will cover the approach to the
Russia’s fevorish military and
actlvity belies the optimistic
agsurances to the effect that
untoward is anticipated and that g
other power s expected to
volved in the present

:

g

i

i

d

F

W



