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that belong to America. Two words that

eullud quality, doan' forglt dat, Mlstah
Keuius Ureea, and keep up yo
digulty."

"Well, welt. Aunty! What aeema tu
be the trouble here?"

Fourth ot July niorutug waa at hand
bright, clear, bracing yt to poor wld

Aunt Huldah the sun aevuied blotted
out, the aklea weeping tear uf Ink.

A booted, spurred pedestrian, superb-
ly mounted, turnsd into the yard of th
little cabin about 8 o'clock, started for
the pump.

With a pualed smile he challenged the
lay-ou- t before him.

Grim aa a statue, her faded ailk dress
smoothed out primly, her bejeweled and
Deflowered bonnet not a hair'a breadth
out ot kilter, her handa fold-

ed to her lap, upon the high seat ot th
wagon, atarlug straight ahead, was Aunt
Huldah.

"Morn In', aah," she returned tartly.
"It yo'll excuse me, ash. I s celebratln'."

A rueful kind of a celebration It seem
0, for, although all th glorlea of bunt-

ing surrounded her, although full baskets
of generous provisions lay at her feet.
Aunt Huldah'a fac waa set In a stern
mold that suggested a funeral rather
than a lark.

Unci Remua made frantic efforts to
attract their vlsltor'a attention. Finally
he got him to one aid.

"I know yo, aah. Young Mlatah Aus-

tin. I known yo fin old family. 1 knowa
yo'a gemman enough to apar Huldah d
humiliation of any furder remarks, aah.
She's bollln' now aoon she'll be bust In'.
It's shocking, aah, but dar'a no mewl,"

"No mule?"
"Dat'a It, aah. Oh! dat rascal, Sam.

He ateala out of d hous airly dia
mawnln' and makes off across country to
se hia young lady, and wont b how
till no on knowa when. I Browns
went by and sneered, and d Hoopers
weut by and and Huldah'
cousin, d reverend Mlstah Augustus
Brownell, 'it dellbcr d Foth of July
oration, and ah won't b dar to bah,
because dar'a no mewl."

Young Austin smiled amusedly. Tha
h looked thoughtful, glanced at his
watch, at hia horse, at th heartbroken
but Trojan-far- d figure to th old cart,
and then acted on a generous Impulse.

"Remua," he apok, "have you got an-

other harneaar"
"Paht of one, aah, bnt plenty of rope,"
"Rop will do."
"Yo don't mean, aah "
"To hltrb up and driv yoa over to

Pins Grove-J- ust that."

that be should bars earned ao much to
so short a time; and as sooa as she could
trust hw voice to apeak, sbe asked who
it waa that had thua befriended her.

The preceptress waa aot at liberty to
telL and with a secret suspicion of Aunt
Martha. Vary returned to her room to
read the other letter, which waa still un-
opened. Her head grew disay, and her
spirits faint aa she read the passionate
outpouring of a heart which had cherish-
ed her Image for years, aud which,
though fearful ot rejection, would atill
tell her how much ahe was beloved. "It
la no sudden fancy." aaid he, "Once,
Mary, I believed my affection for you
returned, but bow you are changed. Your
letters are brief and cold, aad when I
look around for the causa I am led to
fear that I waa deceived to thinking you
ever loved mo. It I am mistaken, tell
me ao; but It I am aot it you caa never
be my wife, I will school myself to think
ot you aa a brother would think ot aa
only and darling sister."

For never! daya Mary bad not be
well, and the excitement produced by
Billy's letter tended to increase her

During the hours to which ahe waa
alone that day aha had ample time (or
reflection, and before night she wrote a
letter to Billy, to which ahe told him how
impossible it waa for her to be the wifa
ot one whom aha had always loved aa an
own and dear brother. This letter caused
Mary ao much effort and ao many bitter
tears, that tor several daya she continued
worse, and at last gavs up all hope ot be-

ing present at tha examinatioa.
"Oh, it'a too bad r aaid Ida. "tor I do

want you to see Couain George, and 1

know he'll be disappointed, too, tor I
never saw anything like the Interest ha
takes to you."

A few daya afterward, aa Mary was
lying thinking ot Billy, and wondering It
ahe had done right to writing to him aa
aha did, Jenny cams rushing to, wild
with delight

Her father waa downstairs, together
with Ida'a father, George and Aunt Mar-

tha. "Moat the first thing I did," said
"was to inquire after Billy Beaderlfe, Aunt Martha waa shocked, tor

ahe looked so queer. George laughed,
and Mr. Selden aaid be waa doing well,
and waa one of the finest young men in
Boston." ,

During the whole of George's stsy at
Mount Holyoke Rose managed to keep
him at her aide. entertaining him occa-
sionally with unkind remarks concerning
Mary, who, ahe aaid. waa undoubtedly
feigning her sickness ao aa not to appear
in her classes where she knew aha could
do herself no credit: "but" aaid ahe, "aa
soon aa the examinatioa is over she'll get
well taat enough and bother ua with her
company at Chicopee."

In this Rose waa miatakea, for when
the exercises closed Mary waa atill too ill
to ride, and It waa decided that aha
ahould remain a few daya until Mra. Ma-
son could come for her. With many tears
Ida and Jenny bade their young friend
good-b- but Rose, when asked to go up
and aee her, turned away disdainfully,
amusing herself during their absence by
talking and toughing with George Mora-lan-d.

The room to which Mary lay command-
ed a view of the yard and gateway; and
after Aunt Martha, Ida and Jenny had
left, she arose, and stealing to the win-
dow, looked out upon the company as
they departed. She could readily divine
which waa George Moreland, for Ross
Lincoln's shawl and aatchel were thrown
over hia arm, while Rose herself walked
close to hia elbow, apparently engrossing

the wealthy Miss Selden seemed ao fond
of her.

Sooa after Mary went to Mount Hot-yo-

ahe had received a letter from Billy,
la which he expressed his pleasure that
she waa at school, but added that tha
fact of her being there interfered great-
ly with hia plan of educating her him-

self. "Mother's ill health." aaid he, "pre-
vented me from doing anything until now,
and juat aa I am in a fair way to accom-
plish my object someone else has stepped
to before me. Bnt It to all right and aa
you do not seem to Bred my services at
present I shall next week leave Mr. 'a

employment and go into Mr.
law office aa clerk, hoping that

when the proper time arrives I shall not
be defeated in another plan which waa
formed in boyhood, and which haa become
the great object of my life."

Mary felt perplexed' and troubled.
Billy's letters of late had been mors like
those of a lover than a brother, and ahe
could aot help gueesing tha nature ot
"the plaa formed to boyhood." She knew
aha ahould never love him except with a
sister's love, and though she could not
tell him so her next letter lacked the tone
ot affection with which ahe waa accus-
tomed to write, and waa on the whole a
rather formal affair. Billy, who readily
perceived tha change, attributed It to tha
right cause, and from that time hia let-

ters became far lesa cheerful that usual.
Mary usually cried over them, wishing

more than once that Billy would trans
fer bia affection from herself to Jenny,
and It was for this reason, perhaps, that
without atopping to consider the propri-
ety ot the matter, ahe first asked Jenny
to write to him, and then encouraged her
to answering hia notes, which becsm
gradually longer and longer, until at last
his letters were addressed to Jenny, while
the aotea they contained were directed to
Mary! ,

CHAPTER XIII.
Rapidly the days passed on at Mount

Holyoke. Autumn faded into winter,
whose icy breath floated for a time over
the mountain tops, and then melted away
at the approach of spring, which, with
Its swelling bods and early flowers, gave
way la its turn to the long bright daya ot
aummer. And now only a few weeka re-
mained ere the annual examinatioa at
which Ida waa to be graduated.

Neither Rose nor Jenny were to return
the next year, and nothing but Mr. Lin-roln-'a

firmness and good sense had pre-
vented their being sent for when their
mother first heard that they had failed
to enter the middle class. Mrs. Lincoln's
mortification waa undoubtedly greatly in-

creased from the fact that the desptaed
Mary bad entered to advance of her

y aa they did to 1776, when tha people

bands that bound them aad became tree,

ansa or woman or a child to all thla great

aot be proud of America. Wa are a

people ef the earth, and for a wlss purpose

biassed America beyond our wildest dreama.

July, 1801, tha flag that b a guarantee uf

Liberty floats over countless school houses

b tree. It Boats over counties churches

and poor may worship GM according to tha

consciences, without let or hindrance. It

homes of prosperous mechanics, farmers,

that contain mors comforts, mors luxuries,

than caa be found to aay other reuatry

floate over a happy, patriotic, united, sym-

pathetic whose ears are quirk to detect tha try of

whose hearts beat warm for tha afflicted. Its

women who are the squab of mra, aad

all women aa they honor their mothers. It

wuvt ot heaven and givea notice to kinga

emperors that a mighty nation haa bee

and honor and the equality of all mea, and

haa been up and up and b atill upward

brain caa conceive a limit to tha glorious

great republic.

be aa American. It la a gloroua privilege

sun shines on a

taxes and the ability to pay them. Ws

wise men and wise counsels art every

employs aad employer nearer together, Ws

great braina that will suggest aad carry oat

wilt maks of the corporations servaals, not

poverty, bat our poor are better situated

Europe. Pessimists have said that our

could not laat. They said It hundred

y It la greater and grander than ever.

Be glad that you have played a part to

to tha glorious position it occupies; that
children are a part of a government of the

the people.

to Uta Infinite kindness that tha blessings

that you bars lived to enjoy them, and
July, 1001, tha one hundred am! twenty-fift- h

ot the nation's birth, sing with a chorus

people:

"My country, 'tb of the.
Sweet Land ot Liberty."

"Do you us auy Actum lu your pa-

per?" "Well, we publish the wcalbcr
tudleatloua." Town Topics,

Homo imbliaber Is missing a golden
opportunity In neglecting to bring out
"Tbe Love Letters ot Brlgbam Young."
-- Ex.

"Why are the feelers of a butterfly
like tbe seeds In a California orange?"
"Give It up." "HecauM they're

Wa On: Mrs. Eiiipeck You acted
like fool when you proposed to m.
Kmpeok-Tt- iat waau't acting, uiy dear.

Town and Country.
Charles Lovdny-l'- m, ah. Er, er

r! Er ! bet be-- !" Jeweler (to his
assistant)-llrl- ng that tray ot engage-
ment ring here, llcury.-T- It Illta.

Fred -- I bad a fall bat night which
rendered in uuconaclou for several
hours. Ed-Y- ou don't ntean It? Where
did you fall? Fred- -1 fell aslecp.-Tlt-B- its.

Molly-- My little slater' got ''
measles. Jliuiule Oh! So has mine.
Molly-W- ell, I'll bet yon my little sla-

ter's got more mcaalea than yours baa.
-Ti- t-Bit.

"What U the difference between tbe
cannlbab and Mark Twain?" "Tb
cannibal enjoy cold missionary, while
Mark Twain like tb lulMlonarle
bot"-Ll-fe,

On Board Ship: "Can I bring you up
some luncheon, air?" "What! Lunch
already? Why, It doesn't seem more
than fifteen tnluutes since breakfast
came op!"-Ll- fe.

How Kb prove It: "Maggie say
he' a Daughter of tb Revolution."

"Can ahe prove It?" "Sure, Her fath-
er ruua a merry

Evening Bulletin. ,

Rlgbt Up In Due: "Same old presen-
tation of 'Uncle Totn'a Cabin,' I aup
posef "Not much; we've worked In
an automobile collision and plantation
rummage sale. Free Press.

Not an Asylum: Vbltor-- lt must be
very convenient to have an asylum
right In tbe heart of your city, New
York Policeman-Asylu- m: That la the
Stock Exchange.-Oh- io State Journal.

Strong-willed-: Kind Udy-- lt mual
be bant to get along without worklug?
Tramp-Inde- ed It to, ma'am; yet have
no Idea bow strong de tem'tntlon trr
go to work la. sometimes.--Brookl- yn

Life.
Twofold: Sniffs There Is more aln

lo Chicago than any other city on the
face ot tbe earth, Sntiffs- -I beg leav
to differ. Sulff- s- defy you to name
another with more sin In It!"

Dlatlngue; "She comes of a grand
old family, 1 believe?" "Yea, very! AD
ancestor of hers was beheaded In tbe
Tower during the reign of the fonrtn
Edward!" "How perfectly lovely!"
Detroit Journal.

"How mnrb does a member of the
Legislature get In thla Staler luUlrd
the tourist "lib salary." answered
Farmer Corntoaael. "I three dollar a
day. Nobody knows how much he
geta. Star.

Suited to a Tee: Fog (to heart-Co- me

over and we'll play a
game of golf on tbe links. mar-A- lt
right. I don't know what the game la,
but If there'a any Job you can put up
on the lyni I'm In with you.-Boa- ion

Herald.
HI Training; "How did Hpudkltis

get bia appointment aa Rrlgmller-Gen-oral-

I never knew that be wa con-
nected with the army?" "Oh. yea, by
marriage; hi brotber-t- law I a
United State Senalor."Town and
Country. '

A Great Preface: Pulillaher- -I fear
your book Is too abort; It consists of
only forty page. Aiitlior-O- u, I ex-

plain all that In the preface. Publisher
-- What length la it? Author-Kl- vo hun-
dred pages, sir. --Columbus (Ohio) Slate
Journal.

Teacber-No- w, Tommy, atippoao you
had two applea, and you gave a nut her
boy hi choice of them, you would tell
him to take the bigger one, wouldn't
you? Tommy No, mum. Teacher
Why? Tommy 'Co twouldn't be nee
essary. Tlt-Blt-

Tbelr Favorite Diet; "The bulla and
bear In Wall at roe t are all carnivorous
animals," remarked the horse editor to
tbe make editor. "Indeed?" "Yea;
tbey are fond ot spring In tub with
United State mint sauce."-Plttab- urg

Chronicle-Telegrap-h.

Mr. Innocence (finding poker-culp- a

In her buabaud' pocketa)Dcar met
isn't George too thought ful for any
thing! 1 told him to buy something to
amuse tbe baby, aud here be ha
brought home these pretty colored
dlk.-Pblladel- pbla Record.

A Philosopher: Wlfe-Tbc- ro'i A

burglar down cellar, Henry. Husband
Well, my dear, we ought to be thank-

ful that we are upstulr. Wife But
he'll come up here. Hualmnd Then
we'll go down cellar, my dear. Surely,
a ten-roo- bouse ought to tie big
enough to bold three people without
crowding. Detroit Free Pres.

Tbe Blls of Ignorance; Naggor--Dl- d

you see the President about your
appointment when you were In Wash-

ington? Noodlomnn No, but I saw
bl Secretary. He told me tlmt th
President bad remarked when tliu mut-

ter of my appointment tamo up that
I wa 'persona nun Ki n tit,' Nagger
And what doe that mean?' Noodleuinn

Why, lt' Latin for 'no person great-
er.' Itntber high prnlNe, coining from
a man ot bis distinction, cli

Dbpatcb,

Body Shorter at Nlht
Tbe human body, It ba been found,

Is shorter at night than In tlio morning,
due to the weight of the body com-
pressing tbe Intervertebral cartilage.
During leep, or whllo In a rocuinlient
position, the pressure being removed,
their natural eliwtlclty enables tlictn
to resume tholr normal size, conse-
quently the height of an Individual will
vary from three-eight- h to half an Inch
between morning and ulglit.

A woman's sympathies are arousei
when any one else on earth get sick,
except ber dressmaker.

CHAPTER uedJ

Her Jenny's remark were Interrupt-
ed bj the loud rattling at wheel, and the
halloo of many Tcicn. Going to the
door, ah and Mary ut coming down
tb road at a furious rata tha old hay
cart, ladea with young people from Chic-ope- e,

who had bn berrying in Stur-brld- g

and Wera now returning homa in
high gle. Tha horaca wrt fantaatically
trimmed with fern and evergreena, whUa
several of tha girla wera ornamented in
tha aatna way. Conspicuous among the
amUy group waa Ella Campbell. Henry
Lincoln's broad-brimme- d hat waa it
lag on her long carls, while her whit

waa tied under Henry's chia.
Tha moment Jenny appeared tha whole
party set on a about ao deafening that
tha Widow Perkins came out in a trice
to eea "if the Old Harry waa to pay, or
what" No sooner did Henry Lincoln get
night of Vary than apnnging to hia feet,
and swinging his arm around his head, he
creamed out: Three cheers tor the

echoolma'am and her handsome lover,
Billy! Hurrah!"

"Wasn't that amsrtr said Jenny,
whoa at last tha hay cart dlaapeared
from view, tad the noise and dost had
somewhat subsided. Then aa aha saw
the tears Is Mary's eyes aha added. "Oh,
I wouldn't cars If they did tease ma about
Billy Bender. Ti aa lief be teased about
him aa aoc,"- -

"It isn't that," said Mary, amiling in
pits of herself, at Jenny's frankness. "It

bat that I didn't like to hear Ella aing
with your brother, when she must have
known ha meant to annoy me.

"That certainly waa wrong." returned
Jenny, 'bat Ella bat to much to blame

Henry, who seems to hare acquired a
treat Influence over her during the few
weeka he has been at home. Yon know
ho b easily flattered, and I dare aay

Henry baa fully gratified her vanity In
that respect for ha says she is the only
decent looking girl In Chlcopee. But see,
there comas Mrs. Mason; I guess aha
wonders what b beeping you ao long."

The moment Mrs. Mason entered the
school room, Jenny commenced talking

bout Mount Holyoke, her tongue run-
ning so fast that it entirely prevented
anyone else from speaking until aha stop-
ped for a moment to take breath. Then
Mrs. Mason rery quietly remarked that
If Mary wished to go to Mount Holyoke
aba could do so, Mary looked up Inquir-
ingly, wondering what mine had opened
so aoddenly st her feet; but aha received
ao explanation until Jenny had bidden
bar good-b- y aad gone. Then aha learn-
ed that Mrs. Mason had just received one
hundred dollars from man la Boston,
who had years before owed it to her hus-
band, sad was unable to pay It sooner.
"And BOW,"' said Mrs: Mason, "there is
ao reason why you ahould sot go to
Mount Holyoke, it you wish to."

,

"Ob, what forlorn-lookin- g placer
exclaimed Boas Lincoln, aa from the win-
dows of tha crowded vehicle to which
they had come from the cars she first ob-

tained a view of the not very handsome
Tillage of South Hadley.

Rose waa in the worst of humors, for
by soma mischance Mary waa on tha
same seat with herself, and consequently
hd waa eery much distressed and crowd-- 1

ed. She, however, felt a little afraid of
Aunt Martha, who she saw waa inclined .

to favor the object of her wrath, so she .

restrained her fault-findin- g spirit until .'

aha arrived at South Hadley, where ev- -,

llilw am In tnw a ,k,M a ha, ilia- - '

pleaaur.
"That tha seminary T aaid ahe con-

temptuously, as they drew up before the
building. "Why, it isn't half aa largo or
handsome aa I supposed. Oh, horror! I
kacw I shan't atay here long."

The furniture of the parlor was also
very offensive to tha young lady, and
when Miss Lyon came In to meet them
ahe, too, waa secretly styled "a prim,
fussy, atippery-tongue- d old maid." Jenny,
however, who always saw the bright aide
of everything, was completely charmed
with the aweet smile and placid face.
After some conversation between Miss
Lyeo aad Aunt Martha it was decided!
that Rose and Jenny ahould room togeth-
er, as a matter of course, and that Mary
ahould room with Ida. Rose had fully
Istea(led to room with Ida herself, and
tbla decision made, her very angry; but
there was no help for It, and ahe was
obliged to asbmit

Aad bow in a few days Ufa at Mount
Holyoke commenced to earnest Although
perfectly healthy, Mary looked rather

and it was for this reason, per-
haps, that the aweeping and duating of
several rooms' were assigned to her, aa
bar portion of the labor. Ida and Rose
fa red tnacb worse, and were ' greatly
shocked when told that they both belong-
ed to tha waab circle! -

"I declare,'; said Rose, "it'a too bad.
m walk borne before I'll do it;" and aha
glanced at bar white hands, to make sure
they were not already discolored by the
dreadful soapsuds!

Jenay was delighted with her allot-mea- t,

which was .

"I'm glad I took a lesson at the poor-hous- e

years ago," aaid ahe one day to
' Boss, who snappishly replied:

. "I'd shut qp about the poorhonae, or
; they'll think you the pauper Instead of
f Madm Howard"

"Pan pert Who a pauper?" asked
Lucy Downs, eager to hear so desirable
a piece of aewa. " .'.''I Ida Selden' large black eyes rested
reprovingly upon Rose, who nodded to
ward Mary, and forthwith Miss Downs
departed with the Information, which
was not long to reaching Mary's ears.

"Why. Mary, what' the matter?" aek-- d

Ida, when, toward the close of the
day, aha found her companion weeping
la bar room. Without lifting her bead
Mary replied, "It's foolish in me to cry,
1 know, bnt why need I always be re-

proached with having been a pauper? I
couldn't help It I promised mother I
would take care of little Allie as long as
aha lived, and If ahe went to the poor-hou-

I had to go too."
"And who waa little Allie r asked Ida,

taking Mary's hot handa between her
own.-.- " ; H

In a few words Mary related her his-
tory, omitting her acquaintance with

.George Moreland, and commencing at the
alcht whea her mother died. Ida was
warm-hearte- d and affectionate, and cared
hat lHtle whether one were rich or poor
K she liked them; Prom the first she had
been Laterested in Mary, and now wind-Jo- g

her anna about her neck, and kissing
awf her tears, she promised to love her,

" I f te ta Iwr aa true aad faithful a
J V Jenny. ' This promise, which
V I fukea, waa of great benefit to

- t to her aide many ef the
I i w school, who soon learned

t , t taraelf, god, aot because

Huaaa!
Down th plks rattled th old vehicle.

Waa there ver such a pace!
Past tb gaping Browns; past th star

Ing Hooper a whirling blur ot rotor,
a blooded eteed to the fore, "a gemman
ot de quality" In the seat, and old Re-
mua holding on for dear llf behind t

It waa th sunniest day to Aunt Hul-
dah'a llf. A shaft brok aa they turn-
ed tb cure at th grove, a wheel went
whirling off aa they halted, but what did
that matter? Kh sat among th ruins
Ilk a queen. Mule or no mill, ah had
arrived on time!

Th honor of being driven In stat lo
th celebration added to all th laurels
of relationship, and when In hia addresa
th reverend Augustus Innocently and
incidentally alluded to "some coming to
chariots," proud old Aunt Huldah dart-
ed a triumphant look at "those
Browns," and felt that llf wa worth
living, and that Ita crowning glory bad
com to her on tbat great and glorious
Fourth of July.

Tbe Flag In Decoration.
Writing of "Civic Festivals and Pro-

cessions," In th Century, C'harlea R.
Lamb saya ou th subject ot th flag In
decoration:'

"Th Stars and Stripes, though not th
moat auccesaful plec of decoration, ran
still be so treated a successfully to com-

bine with any scheme; but to do thla It
ahould b massed orer doorways or
atanda, or, If used separately, ahould be
hung repetitively from the windows along
th entire line ot parade, preferably on

one ot th upper stories, ao a to glr a

continuous lln of red, whit and blue
from hous to house.

"Tb American Hag Is not Impossible
of successful treatment: w bar already
begun to Imitate th French manner of
raying small flag In an upright position
from a common base, and repeating these
groups at Interval; but the tricolor bunt-
ing b on of th most difficult tu use sat-
isfactorily, bees use th equal proportion
or red to blu I not a fortunate color
combination. It would therefore lie ad-

visable tbat th committee In cbnrg,'
should select those symbolic colors which
would be appropriate, and ns them In
such quantity a would glr a dcfinltt
color-schem- e tn th entire line. The atig.
Ifest Ion made by the National Society of
Mural Pointers Ihut the naval colors,
blue and white, with gold and
natural green foliage, should be used In
the Dewey reception parade waa proba-
bly the first recognition given of the ne-
cessity of other colors than tho patriotic
red. whit and blu."

An Karly Start
Hopkins You country people start into

town early on the Fourth of July I

Perk liis Well, wa bar to to head off
our city relatives coming out to se us.
Golden Daya. .

Truth needs no color, beauty, no pen-- t

il. Shakspcars. ,

OF FIRECRACKERS.

Two words

aieaa aa much
' threw off the

Thera bat a

country who should

Si nation st all

Ptwldsac baa

Oa tha Fourth ot

Freedom and

where education

where tha rick

dictatea of their

loan over the

Is borers home

tors happy families

oa the glebe.

Old Glory

people,

the Buffering,
5 fcVV fold envelop noble

niea who hottor

flutters to the

and queens and

ttatr; founded oa truth

that Its course

until as human

' destiny ot thla

It la good to

to lira where the

people. Ws have

Vs. bsva strikes, bat

year bringing

have trusts aad

measures thst

masters. Ws have

than tha poor ef

form of government

years ago, and

Be Hiankfull
guiding this land
you and your

people and for

Praise God

are ao many and

oa this Fourth of
anniversary

of 76,000,000

mm
THE CANNON-CRACKE-

T wss a Chinese cracker.
All clad In slowing red.M TI Lay trembling

box.
la a wood-

en
1 V2, U I , Beside our Tommy's

bed.

sighed the
cracker,

"Unless I swiftly fly
Long ere the shining seat

to op.
I iball moat surely

die!"

Out of the box he clam-
bered.

With many a gianc of Oread
Where Tommy, dreaming of I he Four h.

Lay tossing on his bed.

The cracker, trembling greatly,
Then bled him to a wood.

And sought a dsrk and lonely dell,
Where drops of moisture stood

On flowers snd Brass. Re eh nek led,
'This Is the place for me,"

And sst dowa on a cold, damp stona
Beside a mossy tree.

The woodland creatures gathered.
And gssed with startled eyes.

Aad listened to kli tsl of woe
with murmurs of surprise.

Said the selflsh, boastful cracker)
"f oe aee, I osed mj wits.

Mr brothers la that fatal box
Will ail be Mown to bits;

"While I, beeaose I reasoned.
Aad dared to act--" 1 1

A terrible explosion
Throughout the woodland rang.

It was a frisky firefly
-- Toyed with that dangling cue!And Into countless pieces

Tbe cannon-cracke- r flewt
--Mary Marshall ?arks, gt. jfChos,

AUNT HULDAH'S 4TH.
UNT HULDAH GREEN was to
a great bustle, and tbe humble
household about her felt Ita influ

ence to a way that was decidedly irritat-
ing and uncomfortable.

For about a week before tha Fourth of
July ahe bad been making "great prepar-
ations." It was a rare occasion when
Huldah "went gadding," a red-lett- day
when she neglected her home duties for
a whole twenty-fou- r hours at a time. Yet
juat tbat she was planning to do now,
and Uncle 'Remus shook hia head dole-
fully aa he hobbled over beyond tbe
'tater patch, and ant down opposite his
scapegrace nephew, Sam, who was mend-
ing a whitewash brush.

" 'Pears to ma dat ole oomao gits per-k- er

and more foolish eb'ry day," remark-
ed Remus. "'Pears to me she must
guess we's back In de fifties, plnntatlon
handa with jist nothln' on our minds bat
brke."

"It's along of de Foth, ancle de Fotb
of July," grinned Sam. "Telia yo now,
dia chile ain't gwlne to go totln' down
to no passon'a jubilee, if he am a rela-
tive. Yo heah me!"

"Yaaa, yo'se goto, yo good for nothln',
laxy, lubberin' uigger. Haa yo lost all
respeck for yoself, and the proprieties
and yo patriotism? Shame on yo, Mlstah
Remua Green to allow dat boy to dis-
cuss de motives and Intensbuns of yo
helpmeet to dat d way. It'a
scand'loua! Yo won't go? Young man,
yo be ready bright and airly
mornin' to drive dis heah ancient couple
ober to Pine Grove, and yo be prepared
to act de gemman, or dar'll be some hot
times byarabouta for your bay self, yo
heah me!"

Aunt Huldah had taken the enemy un-

awares. Sam made off, grumbling. Re

daughters. "Things are coming to a pret
ty pass." said ahe. lea, a pretty pass;
but I might have known better than to
aend my children to auch a school."

8he insisted upon sending for Ross
and Jenny, but Mr. Lincoln promptly re-

plied that they ahould not come home.
Still, aa Rose seemed discontented, com-
plaining that so much exercise made her
aide and ahoulder ache, and as Jenny
did not wish to remain another year un-

less Mary did, he consented that they
should leave school at the close of the
term, on condition that they went some-
where else. ,

"I ahall never make anything of Hen-
ry," aaid he, "but my danghtera ahall
receive every advantage, andjerhapa one
or the other ot them will comfort my old
age."'-'- '

' He bad spoken truly with regard to
Henry, who was studying, or pretending
to atudy, law to the same office with Billy
Bender. But hia father heard no favor-
able accounts of him, and from time to
time Urge bills were presented. So it
la no wonder the disappointed father
sighed, and turned to bis daughters for
the comfort his only son refused to give.

For tha examination at Mount Holyoke
great preparations were being made.
Rose, knowing aha waa not to return,
seemed to think all further effort on her
part unnecessary; and numerous were the
reprimands, to aay nothing of the black
marks which she received. Jenny, on the
contrary, aaid ahe wished to retrieve her
reputation for balnea, and leave behind
a good impression. So, never before to
her whole life had she behaved so well,
or studied sa hard aa ahe did during the
bet few weeka of her atay at Mount Hol-
yoke. Ida, who waa expecting her fath-
er, aunt and cousin to be present at the
anniversary, was so engrossed with her
studies that she did not observe how
aad and Mary seemed. She
had tasted of knowledge and now thirst-
ed for more; but it could not be; tha
funds were exhausted, and she must leave
the school, never perhaps to return again.

"How much I ahall miss my music, and
how much I ahall miss you," ahe said one
day to Ida, who waa giving her a lesson.

"It'a too bad you haven't a piano," re-

turned Ida, "you are ao fond ot it and
Improve ao fast!" Then after a moment
ahe added, "I have a plan to propose, and
may as well do It now aa at any time.
Next winter you must spend with mo to
Boston. Aunt Martha and I arranged It
the laat time I waa at home, and we even
selected your room, which Is next to
mine, and opposite to Aunt Martha's.
Now, what does your ladyship aay to ItF

"She say a she can't go," answered
Mary.

"Can't go!" repeated Ida. "Why not?
Jenny will be in the city, and you are
always happy where she la; besides, yon
Will have a rare chance for taking music
lessons of our best teachers; and then,
too, you will be In tha same house with
George, and that alone b worth going to,
Boston for, I think."

Ida little suspected that her last argu-
ment waa the strongest objection to
Mary'a going, for, much as sbe wished
to meet George again, ahe felt that ahe
would not on any account go to bia home,
lest be should' think she came on pur-
pose to see him. There were other rea-
sons, too, why she did not wish to go.
Henry and Rose Lincoln would both be
in the city, and she knew that neither
of them would scruple to do or say any-
thing which they thought would annoy
her. Mrs. Mason, too, missed her, and
longed to have her at home; so she resist-
ed all Ida'a entreaties, and the next let-
ter which went to Aunt Martha carried
her refusal

In a day or two Mary received two let-
ters, one from Billy and one from Mra.
Mason, the latter of which contained
money for the payment of her bills; but,
on offering It to the principal, bow waa
she surpriaed to learn that her bills had
not only been regularly paid and receipt-
ed, but that ample funds were provided
for the defraying of her expenses during
the coming year. A faint sickness stole
over Mary, for sha Instantly thought of
Billy Bender, and the obligation she
would now be under to him forever. Then
It occurred to bar how impossible it was

his whole attention. Once he turned
around, but fearful of being observed,
Mary drew back behind the window cur
tain, and thua lost a view ot his face,

(To be continued.) .

Vegetable) Characteristics.
Certain plants arc bobeniian, nour-

ishing themselves from day to day
without care for the morrow.

Others, on the contrary, are pro-

foundly selfish or provident but tor
themselves, without occupying them
selves with their neighbors. Such Is,
above all, the case with the potato,
which, so long as It is living, not only
takes the food and water necessary to
Its daily nourishment but makes
strong provision, storinglike the ant-- its

nourishment for winter In Its tuber-
cles. So when it has lost Its green
leaves, when its stem b dry, It can
sleep In peaceful hope of renewed
spring. Its capital to put to one side
ready to give new dividends at the
general assembly of plants the follow-
ing year. But It works for Itself alohe.

On the contrary, the bean b a plant
devoted to ber children. Knowing that
he to soon going to die, ahe harries

to give ber children the nourishment
which It will be Impossible tor her to
give later. She surrounds them with
a sort of pocket of nourishment, which
will permit them, when they are sep-

arated from ber by wind or by death,
to find their own existence. This clas-
sification of plants Into bobemlans and
selflab and unselfish Is worth ot being
remarked. " "' ' ' .. "

Zalns of tbe Railroads.
"Do you know what a Zulu Is?" said

an old railroad man. The traveling man
who was waiting for hia train smiled
In a way that was meant to Indicate
be knew all tbe specie of Zulus that
ever existed, and told tbe railroad man

boot tbe Africans, called Zulus, who
maintained that continent's reputation
for fighting before tbe Boers stepped
In. . ..-

Little was doing,, In the railroad
man's line Just then, so be listened.

"Well, they may be Zulus all rigid
enough," he remarked, "but the art
not tbe sort of Zulus that travel on
railroads. There Is the kind that rout
Into these yards," and be pointed down
the track, where a box car stood. '

A atone pipe protruded through a
bole In tbe door. Tbe pipe was at as
angle of about 35 degrees. A cloud
of smoke was coming from It. Foui
blooded horses and a man were tbe oc-

cupants of that Tbe man was tb
Zulu. Taking care of valuable stock
en route from one market to arfother
was bb business. He was a type of a
class tbat railroad men on every Una
faaev named tbe Zulus. Tbey fit up tbe
center of tbe cars for a sort of living
room, and there In tbe midst of thelt
animals live aa happily as tbe road'i
president who passes tbero In bis pri-

vate car. Chicago Inter Ocean.

A Promising Young Financier.
Little Isaac, who was barely 0 years

old, was paid by bis mother a penny
per dozen for pins picked up from tbe
carpet to keep the baby from 'getting
them.

"Nurse," said little Isaac, as bl stock
of pennies Increased, "do yon know
what I am going to do when I have 10
cents?" '

"No," answered the nurse.
"I am going to buy a paper of pins

and scatter them all over the floor, and
then pick them up," replied th young
financier. Jewish World.

mus knew It waa wisest to aay nothing.
Huldah was a cyclone ot resolve when
she got started. He was getting too old
to do much junketing, but he couldn't
help becoming somewhat Interested aa
his better halt made him hustle around
the cabin and barn, helping her in her
preparations for the eventful morrow.

These were decidedly elaborate. Aunt
Huldah claimed to I "no ornery, n

brack trash!" She boasted a proud
line of dusky relatives. Waa It not ber
own cousin, Parson Augustus Browned,
who waa to deliver tbe oration of the
day over at the great colored picnic at
the grove? And was It not meet "that
her little household ahould appear In
style, and do honor properly to the day
that waa doing honor to her relative, who
was tha leader and ruling shepherd or
the Poessset circuit branch of the Afri-
can M, E. Church? Well, she guessed
ao!

Uncle Remua burned bia fingers turn-
ing baking tins, and got rated for failing
to stir cake frosting briskly enough, and
was done tired out when dusk came, and
Aunt Huldah kept still bobbing around,
packing the grand lunch, trimming up
the old wagon outside with Mags and
green bongha and pieces of bunting,

"Dat bay Sam wants to get back wld
dat mewl," ahe announced, "He's to be
curried and rested. And I want his mans
braided, and little red, white and bine
ribbons tied to. Spec some ot de Browns
'U just turn yaller wid envy when dey
aee na on de road. We's de genuine
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