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Overlooked, by Maurles Baring. The
Houghton-MIfflin  company, Boston,
Maan,

Undoubtedly this s one of the

strangest novels that has appeared
this year. To say whether or not
it Is really good I» lmpoessible., It
is rather vague, but not ingeherent,
due to the teller being blind and
tharafors removing the element of
visibil from It. The gtory s about
& glrl, Kathleey Brandon, who iy, to
put it bluntly, lackadaisical end apa-
thetic about almost all things, eape-
about love,
ually she grows toward spin-
sterhood, trying to overcome her
pat] but each time retirlng with-
arsalf just at the erucinl point,
finally a strange series of

ity

wril K8 | evonts produces a strang climax,
mid and later Vie- | ! of the girl's story iz retold
1 u ginnce at thelye thy mother of Anthony Kay, the
qualnt d somé | bljnd man. As he sits arbund ‘the
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+ book provides | where the story Is scened he has
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In Memorinm, and Other Pooms, by Mar-
el Pelnstein, Thomny Heltzer, New
Yark «
Mr. Felnstein hme a poetic mind
af high 50 high, in fact, that

is

not

however,
and for the most
—and they arsa poems

R

real

in the senfe—are easlly writ-
ten, easily readable gems His va-
riety of iames, perhaps, exceeds

the vast ﬂ'.J,'h?i[‘-"uf other poets,

The title poem, “In Memoriam™
won for the wriler the Nation's
poeiry pris He who reads It must
ba possessed of a propar &bility to
analyze and # Geep appreciation of
poetry; otherwise It will seam a
queer. woird hodge-podge. In faot,
it portrays almost to the point of
perfection a certain frensied frame
of mind In which fighting soldlers

ware often thrown &t the timg of
comrandes' death. TL s ons of the
few poems lp the volume which is

1d | Mother Machree, by Martin J. Scott, B,

el

volume, “Dur Hquare | her

tligion and musle.

Lar
|

largely sliminated, but {n Its piace

gotive |ife With |thers ls Introduced a series of con-

versations between Anthony
and other persons In which
deseribe peopls to him and he re-
talls his ldeas of what they should
ook ke according to the personal-
ity they have projected to him
through converaation.

It {8 the muannsr of telling which
mostly affects the story. The busl-

ness of boalng once removed from ac-
tual happenings Is rather bafflling
to the ordinary readeor. The plot and
the fdex are quite adequate and once
the difference Ia Interpreted the
book proves fascinating to some ex-
tent. Its most attractive feature ia
the aharactor study afforded through
the second sight of Anthony Kay

—_—

The MacMillan New York

c b

Not o novel, not n romancs: a
simpls parrative full of beauty and
of Chrlistian philosophy. It is rather
seldom that publishsrs venture on a
ook with so Hitle of the ordinury
thrills and 8o much of the ethebedil
‘Mothoer Machree" may not
1 within the classification of
msic lternture, but It is a mighty
fine imitation.

Barney Kenney is gpproaching the
age of 9 years when he first tries
to secure @« place on the cathedral
choir. Hs I8 an orphan and {n the
care of an extremely lovable end
admiring sister. To becbme a cholr
boy It is necessary to go through a
long and tedlous  apprenticeship,
and when Barney first appl
tha futher he is teid that th
no vacant place for him. Ha
porslstent, bowever, that the £
finally fears him sing.
lecty and sings “Mother Machres"
and once his volce 15 heard a place
lg speedily mmde for him on the
echair, and Defore the story ands hs
has risen to lending soprand.

company,

varioty.
fal

The book may be considered by
soma &8 1trifls too saweoltly sentl-
mental; it s truth to tell, pretty
sweal, The author Iz undoubtedly
& vary sincerg churchman and &
maost devout lover of music, for

he writes almost entlrely about re-
There_is a touch
of genuine sadpess at the and, bet-
done than the sentiment fur-
ther front. The sister s a fina
churacter and her relations with
brother comprizs one of the

Anns Severn nwnd the Fieldings, by May
Stnelalr, The MachMillan compary,
New York elty.

Anne  Severn was 10 years old
when her mother died, and sha went
to live with the Fieldings, and thera
begins one of the most remarkable
novels of thsa year in several re-
spects. One of these 18 the manner
of telling; conclss clarity, with
rather too little than too muoch elab.
oration. Another [s that a clenn
story has beoh made out of rather
a sordid clroumstance, a circum-
stance that s pathetie, and o third
is the sharp character contrasts {n-
volved, and Involving the plot

The little glrl grows up into a
staunch. true woman, to whom lova
is abaolutely eoverything, -whose
whole 1ife 18 to help anyone she
loves and who never flinches at any
crisis, no matter how much it may
hurt to oarry It through.

Two of ths three boys in the
Plelding famlily, Elot and Joroid,
are sharply contrasted {0 each other
and to Anne. and there Is another
character, Maisie, who fill= In the
gaps amd carries back and forth.
Into this group comoes A love for
two persone who belong lo each
other and which cannot be fulfilled
because of the others, It ig Jerold
who Jacke the courage to go

Feinstein cannot be calisd fan- |

His |

[ through, who cannot fate trouble
and who avols anything which Is
not pleasant or which he does not
enjoy. His cowardice s the con-
trasting element of the whole book,
and 1t brings unmentiongble paln
to several of the others,

It Is Anne Severn, the coursgeous
and lovable girl, whose persever-
ance [Inds the way out of the d4ifi-
ceuitly. Passionate, staunch-hearted
Arnne stands by herself when the
time comes to use her courage to
procure happiness at the pain of
others, but ‘with as little paln as
posgible, when she !s certain that
her way is the right way.

So {ar tha book would seam somae-
what drab, but there {s plenty of
color In the llllecit and overwhelm-
Ing passion whiah twists and dis-
toris those it affects. The story is
glven = bold treatment, but never
for a single sentence does It da-
scend Into the vulimar, Hers agaln
the wonder of Anns Severn's char-
acter serves as an uplifting In-
fluanoce,

Aay Sinclair's styls is Zo cara-
fully shorn of a1l unnecessary words
thitt it seems actually ebrupt. In
places 1t Is 5o compact that the
reading becomes a bit difficult, but
it iz never boresome: in fact, the
book !s one of those very few which
hold the reader to It untll the end
Is reached,

——

|
| A Mistory of the Great War (In four val-
voluymes), by John Buashan. Th

Huoughton-MIfflln  company,

Masz, ;

It is something to write a history
that is authsntic, anaiytical and de-
{tilled, but it is far greaater to writa
one which incorporates these quali-
t1¢s In a lterary masterplece of
| slirring appeal, dramatie Intensity
land dignifed sxpresson. Such a work

L]
Boaton,

:|19 certalin to win the attentlon of the

| soldier, the student and the scholar
allke,
Perhaps not for a few yeoars to
come, hecause the wur s mtlll too
|much of n personal muatter, but even-
| tually avery home will possess some
| kind of & history of the great strug-

n that| gls just as every home now pos-|

seeses some literatures on the civil
| war and on other important periods.
|'The deaire to own a record of the
grent wir {s now making {teelf man-
ifeat and ¢he Important problem
| which confronts the reader of boaks
| is the selection of the history which
| he desires to own. Great histories
of thia pariod are yet to he written.
Probably they will surpass Colonel
| Buchan's work, perhcps some other
| work alteady published surpasses It,
|but it {8 cortaln, and entirely svi-
|dent after even only a casual pe-
| rugal, that this will bs accepted as
|ene of the standard historles of the
| war and will ba the well from which
quotations will be drawn by the
thousands.

It 1s a great history. Its physical
Rspects are worth mentilon. The set
comes In four volumes, bound In blus

[clmh. e¢ach volume huving approxi-
Il'l;l\l'.cl}' 600 pages
| trated with maps and plates and the
| Blnding 18 staunch and strong. This
firsy editlon may not, probably will
| not, be the only one published; de
luxe editlons zirs almost surs to fol-
| low, but nothing but pride of owner-

‘-lshm will result from possession of

this, the original,

The author was commissioned at
Itjm outhrenk of the war, In the Brit-
Igh army. By 1315 he was a lisuten-
ant-colonel and for a time he was
llalson offlcer hetweaen the British
and French armies, In 1918 Mr. Tloyd
George appointed him director
of Information in the British
forelgn office, n pasition which
he ‘held until the end of the
war. Throughout the confllet Mr.
Buchanan was thus the wvary
focus point through which passed ali
the secret Informafion and enjoyed
& unique opportunity for seelng the
war In every aspect and from every
angle, to have a birdseye vet de-
tulled wiew of the mtruggle bs a
whole. Add to this his flest-hand
knowledge of modern warfagce, an
intlmate scqualntance with most of
allled leaders and statesmen, and
his training us a historlan, and the
result qualifles him as few other
men are qualified to write a stand-
ard and permanont history of the
great confllot,

He has searched hard and studied
diligently in preparing hins hilatory.
Ha hns checked over his findings
first hand with the leadera of sach
campaign to be certain of authen-
ticity, and he has added to his vast
fund of Information a Uterary atyle
that ls dignified, exalted and entire-
Iy in kesping with his subject. He
furnishes, In exquisite prose, & record
of every battle, the troops and lead-
ers which tesk part, the conditions
under which {t was fought, the man-
ner in which It wae won or-lost, and
the signiflcance of the outcome; and
all this In chronological order so
that the war Is unrolled for the
render from the start to the flnish,

Ons quotation will sarvs to giva
some idon of the styls of the whols
story: Q%

“The vale of the Meuss is a nurs-
ery of winter fogs, From the Woavre
clay and the deep trench of the river
they riss to cloak every fold of the
Intervening plateaw. On this Febru-
ary day the alr was thick and damp,
and & raw wind blew from the onst
The short season of premature
springtide, which the enrly weeks of
the month saw, had given place to
the cold brume of Novembar, It was
perfect wealher for the German ut-
tack, Their guns, massed far be-
Lind Ip the open wheel to wheal,
waore firlng by the map, and had the
éxact ranga of the Frenoh line. The
French guns could not find them to
speak back, for the limit of visibility
was low. We ars to picture a sud-
den overwhelming biast of fire, pro-
cisely directed’and fed from sccumu-
liitions dolivered by no less than 14
new strategle lines, suddenly un-
loosed upon a front prepared for no
more than the average field bom-
bardment. Its success must be im-
medlate and overwhelming. The
French first lins disappeared, and
the German Infantry, when at dusk
they ndvanced, promanaded Into pos-

aeasion.

e
Grand Opera Singe

[ L.u!?:u 1?&&?&%‘:&2}?%

Pags Company, Boston, Mass

No other division of artistic publio
entertainment requires as much
knowledge on the part of an audi-
ence as does opern For a proper
appreciation it {8 necessary for the
listener to know something both of
the opera he hears and the singers
taking part in it. Unless hes has
the ability to interpret the musle
8 he heary it, and unless he knowa
the significance of each separate
rendition, the ordinary patron can
ensily be bored. Consequently it i
of full Importance that books on
either opera and opera slngers be
not only autheéntie byt {luminating.

The volume in questlon here has
been regarded since the date of its
firat publication, 1812, s an suthen«
tie lWistory of standard merit. This
ls the first time {t has heen re-
visnd Aand brought up to date, and
In view of ita combination of racord
and charm it I8 to be hoped that a
Jevision will occur at avery ten-
year Interval in the future.

It must be borne in mind that the
book ns only American opeéra
houses. The plan used by the author
has buen to take each opera house

It is well Hlus- |

in turn and relate its history. The
revision consists of two added chap-
ters, one on tha Metropoliten opera

on the Chicago Opera association.
The content of the two chapters 15
the history of each organization
since 1912, Each singer as he or
she appeared on the scens Is dls-
cussed, gometimes for several pages.
mostly for the duration of & para-
graph of justifiable length. But this
prosale mesthod has not detracted
from tha fascination of reading
nbout musical careers. As was the
first book. the added parts are most
charmingly written and provide en-
tertalnment even for the fovies
student of opera history.
e —

Perfeet Behavior, by Donald Ogden Staw-
art. The George H. Doran company,
New York city.

Of course, thera could be very few
batter turgets for the humorlst or
patirist - than American atiguettie
and social ushge on account of the
obviously rldlculous custome and
habits of persons, perkaps well-
enough Informed, but ¢areless, How-
ever, Donald Ogden Stewart has
done such g good job of hia parody
outline of etigquetts that the book
will undoubtedly cause more hilarl-
ous laughter and genuine mirth
than any other published this year.
It surpasses his “Parody Outline of
Hiatory" and It surpasses all other
parodies recently published.

One or two sarious comments and
then & quotation or two to provide
gome ideg of the content. He wisely
alms at the faliacles of common &0~
clal usnge, and the feolish habilts
and the funny blunders, ganerally
making his directions so absurd
that they imply what really is ths
correct att'tude or deed. He Ilke-
wise provides a regular Coney
Inlahd laughing mirror for people
to gee themaslves In, If they are not
too obtuse. Of course, the whole
ook 4s absurd, but delliclously ab-
surd, and any one sneaking off to a
quiet corner for solitude with “Per-
foct Behavier” will qulckiy reveal
his whereabouta by uncontrolled
and hilaricus laughter,

Mr. Stewart beginas with the eti-
quette of ocourtship and leads
strafght through to the wedding,
giving valuable instructions on how
to meat the wedding guests with
regard to ths presents they have
sent. Tha best man s advised, If
| the bride’s iittle brother asks too
Imuny quéestions while he s unpack-
| Ing, to glve littla brother his razor
Ito play with, In a few minutes the
ambulancs wiil call and the best
man can then resums his unpucking.
Stewart 18 nothing if not complete,
He tells everything from the necos-
sary qualifications of each usher to
the requisite temperaments of the
bridesmalds, and few persons will
fuil to recognize some wedding they
attendad in ths descriptions. As to
tha caremony: “After the Scoteh
mist left by the ushers hes cleared
thera come the = and the
bride. In the meantime the bride-
groom has been carried In by the
best man and awalts ths procession

nanally 440 yards long At
the reception it s customary for the
ushers and the best man to crawl
off into separate corners and dle,
The festivitles are generally con-
cluded with the disappearance of

pninvited guests and four of the

mogt valunble wadding presents’

Through with the wedding, the
author takes up the atlquette of
travel, opening with instructions In
telling elderly ladies how to board
the wrong &treet car. She should,
ho seys, always stand directly under
n large slgn marked: “Btreet cars
do mot stop on this corner,” and
_then he explains the procedure after
boarding the oar, telling them al-
ways to be sure to enter by the
door marked “Exir"

Sava to give soma ldea of tha gen-
ernl tenor, such quotations ara pro-
foundly Inadequate. The book I
gublimely funny snd full of funny
wisdom, which, nevertheless, {s truly
wladom.

——fp—

Mr. Lloyd George, by B T. Raymond
The George H, Domn company, New
York city.

Showing both sldes of a question
{s one thing: being falr In the
rnrlysis is quite another, and this
ghould serve s a mild warning to
anyone befors reading Mr., Ray-
mond's treatiss on the late prime
minlster of England. Whether or
not publication of the hook has been
hastened in order to make it more
timely i{s not known at this desk,
but timely it {8 eRnd if the writer
may Scem too emphatically opin-
ionated here and thers, he has at
least afforded an excellent coritl-
elsm of Lloyd Georgs and hls posl-
| tions during hia reign.

No man s really great unless he
attaina greatness In the face of
opposition and perhaps Lloyd
George haa been fortunata in re-
spect to such opportunity. Of op-
poeltion thers has been much; for
fnstance, Irelind, Kitchener, Dil-
lon, Redmond, Cromer, Curson
Northeliffe and others, Indlan policy
{s another instance, and labor is
Ay great as any of the manifold
problems which wers brought to the
Welshman for solution.

It is poasible that Mr. Raymond
mnkes a serious mistaks in his
viows on Lloyd George's handling
of the Irish situation. Briefly, he
would glve you to understaind that
{the prime minister first sought to
|dominate and compel, and then,
| finding . thess methods amiss, he
|gave o free hand. That may bs so,
but it probably isn't Common im-
presslon would have it that Tloyd
George was particularly steadfast
in his Irlsh polley.

Ho would seem to bo wrong alse
In some of ths polnts he makes
concerning Indla, and the greatest
of thess is the infarence that Lloyd
George appointed Montagu gacre-
tary to Indig becauss he was great-
1y Indebted to Jeéwish ministers,
while, as a mutter of fact, that ap-
pointment was Intarprated as be-
ing one of the prime ministér's most
COUTAREOUsS aActs.

But Mr. Raymond's tréatment of
the many coppesitions and the many
personalities which contributed to
or deflected from the fame of his
subject are always [lluminating. A
certain portion of the reading pub-
lic Is bound to consume with con-
siderable avidity any veolume about
the most spectucular and powerful
prime minister England has had in
at least two decmdes, Mr. Raymond
has been a keen obssrver and he
writes his views in an intelligent
manner. He has contributed a work
that will be highly useful; probabiy
more S0 than tha expected auto-
blography of Lloyd George.

—_——

Looking Om; by Jimmy Howeroft. Puhb-
lishad by the author st Littls Forest
cottage, Liphook, Hants, Eaglapd.

Of far greater !mportance than
the content of thls small bookiet
Is tha circumstance of the author.
Howeroft is an alrman who was
desperataly wounded during the
war. Since 1918 he s been un-
able to move hand or foot, and hiw
doctors are mystified that he should
be abls to llve. His spine 1s frac-
tored and hes = In constant pain
Most of his verse was dlotated to
his nurse In the London hospital,
where he was looked after for five

0ars,
1) In zpite of such a handleap How-
oroft’s verse ls consistently chear-
ful and bright. Occaslopally thera
is a slight flaw In the lihes, but it
is & wonder that there are any lines
et all With séem'ngly nothing to
look forward o, Howoroft looka
forward to much. His poetry. die-
Lm from hiis bed, has aiready en-

at the foot of the alsle; which is|

the bride, the bridegroom ons of tha|

|

company in New York and the other|

abled Rim to laave the hosplital for &
pleasant country home, and he now
plang by hls new edition to start &
ponitry farm and to be indspendent
riither than sssert his eligibility to

heip. .
The vwerse is In wvarious weins:
SBome of It s sprightly, some
dreamy and one or two p are
frankly beautlful. A so that

might have been crushed by misfor-
tuns, a8 the body wae crushed, has
remained beauntifully full of poetry.

Under Four inistrations Oacar
8. Straus. The Huuhmn-ﬁlf?lr!n Cont=
pany, New York city,

The firet real algnificance in the
career of Opcar 5. Straus wus when
his appointment was advocated py
President Cleveiand to the post of
minlster to Turkey., The results of
the appointment, or rather the lack
of any oppesition to such a marked

|etep, indicate the charactsr of this

autoblographer and a perusal of his
book makes the reviewer regret
previous extravagances in.dispeps-
ing adjectives,

To send & Jew to Turkey at that
time was not exaetly the thing to
expect. Frejudice was stronger then
than it now Is; and present broad-
mindad policies of politicians were
not then in vogue. Nevertheless the
appointment was made, and subse-
quent results not only justified it,
but paved the way for a flgure to
be remembered as well and as long
as any of the four presidents under
whom Straus served.

Oscar B. Straus has writtan mors
of & history than an autoblography.
and any book about him would ba
the same, for he has, for 50 years,
participated (n more Important
events and come Into close contact
with more important men than has
perhaps any other indlvidual. In
those 50 years he has lived and
worked on five continents; has oc-
cupied mors than a dozen govern-
mental positions of trust and has

taken part Iin nearly all internn-

tlonal conferences a8 a representa-
tive of the United States.

However, he has givan us more
than a cold rocital of the facts of
his life, or the political facta of tha
years of his life. He has written &
thoroughly delightful book, full of
enjoyable sidelights, In which he
moves along the events and men
participating to thelr uitimate end-
ings with no small degree of 1it-
arary skill,. And as he goas along
he has taken time to look to the
right snd to the left In order to
observe what lies on the edges of
the path. He tells of Lioyd George
in n festive mood, Kipling taking
care of hils daughter at a soclal
function, Grover Cleveland's enjov-
ment of a gless of beer at midnight,
and many another happy Iittle in-
cident.

As in the title of his Book, Mr.
Straus ls almost unpardonably mod-
est throughout its text. The story
of a life is, of course, the story of
that life's contacts with events, hut
the personnl part can be carrled
prominently in the foreground or it
can be subdued to the status of a
mouthplece, and this Iatter polley
haa prevalled here. Straus !s no
more concerned with himself than
he was when he was offered 1,000,-
000 francs to act a8 a mediator
batween the Turkish government
and Baron de Hirsch when the Con-

stantinopls rallway was being
planned,
HYs vigorous work in Turkey aa

minister to that country earned for
him the appointment as one of the
four members from America to the
permanent court of arbitration, at
The Hague, and it was during this
gervice that he became & eloaws
friend of, Roosevelt—a [risndship
which resulted in his appointment
to the chair of secrstary of com-
merce. Taft in turn offered him the
Turkey portfolio agaln, and Straus
felt it his duty to go to that coun-
try & third time. Thia recent his-
tory In fairly well known. as s the
par{ played by him at the peace
conférence, but what he has to say
concerning these years I8 not en-
tirely devold of news value, and
aven close followers of svents will
find o few revelations that have
not heretofore come to light.
i —

Auntobiography of Countess Teo Tolstoy.
H. W. Huebsach, Ine., New York city.
Relegntion to that dlistinet class

Hmited to persons anxious to study

Tolstoy's iife and Tolstoyan doc-

trines and to know something of

the Inner struggle between theory
and Ineclinmntion which went on In
the hearl of the great writer be-
fore he "went away” is neccssary
for this brief paper. For that class
the book is tremendousiy vital; for
the gendral public It iz of little
import, although in the simplas atory

told by the countess thers I8 a

wealth of emotlon and the revala-

tion of untold suffering.

By no meang I8 It a book for en-
tertainment purposss, It [s heavily
prefaced and explained by notes;
a thorough study of Tolstoy from
the domestic slde with brief refer-
ences to his works, making of It
a volumas for the student rather
than for the literary dilletante.

Tho translation has been made by
8. 8. Kotellansky and Leonard
Woolf. The autoblography was
written early in the preceding
decade at the request of 5. A
Vengerov, a perfodieal publisher,
and it was written with some re-
luctance on, the part of Countess
Tolatoy, =apparently bicauss she
wns loath to reveal the sufférings
which her husband's strange the-
orios and his inebility to ilve up
to them caused her,

At any rate the result s the
final note In the great =tory of
Tolstoyan history. This side of the
writer's life has naver been touched
on before, and needless to say the
wife has written with a sufficiently
keen penetration to afford an en-
tirely new view and understanding
of Tolstoy, The countese has that
Russian gift for emotional self-ex-
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pression in simple terms {o a
muarked degres. The wholy story
of her early life and her lfs with
Tolstoy s a deeply moving thing.
Every page Is a bitter ery of suf-
fering, of passionate, Bomplete dis-
appointment. It is a record of &
complete and Inevitabls misunder-
standing, which, through Iis very
lack of wunderstanding, Illumines
with somber completenzss all that
has heretofore besn wark in the life
of an {mmortal genlus
i
Optimist, by B. M. Delafleld. The
MacMillan company, New York eity,
[ Hore {8 & novel written on a point
which every person given at all to
thought has thought about. It is
Imora than an attempt to raeconcile
ithe differences batween tha old
{school and the new: it draws the
line sharply bstween the .passing
generation and the new one, be-
tween father and children; with the
children out of reverence to their
{ather trying to shield him and pre-
vent him from learning tha doe-
trines of the liberal-minded young,
and the father, thoroughly cog-
nizant of just these things, striving
to hold his children within the field
of his own bellefs
In *“The Optimist" appears the
clagh of the old contented order
with ratfonallem, one might almost
say the agnostic spirit of the times.
Canon Morchard is a thorough Vie-
torian, and drawn opposite him Is
young Owen Quentillian, an author

The canon has five children, all of
whom share something of Quentll-
lian's ideas, and thess children do
their best out of respect for their
father to keep him from realizing
thelr mental separation from him.
Canon Morchard, antagonized and
informed by Quentilllan, knows the
minds of the younger element and
tries to prevent his own chlildren
from emulating the general trond.
Thus the two sides, father and chil-
dren, walk togother with the space
between them until the unavoldable

disillusionment,
Such a book, to be well-turned,
demands careful characterization

gnd this book has just that, It is
geldom that fiction characters are
50 well drawn and sharply deline-
atoed. It ia glso seldom that a novel
contains so much food for thought.
As o matter of fact, for gencral
reading, *Tha Optimist” will not
rove exceedingly popular becauss It
ns enough in It to make it heavy,

s i

Speaking of the Turks, by Mulfty-Zads K.
Zin Bey, Dutlleld & €o, New York
city.

According to the common frame of
mind, speaking a good word for the
Turka is just Ike stickigg your
head in an alligator's mouth, It
could be done if the allipator could
be given to understand the purpose
bf the expoeriment and was willing
to co-operate, and this {5 something
nkin to the attitude taken by Mr.
Zi1a Bey in hla entirely commend-
able and cleverly written book. He
seeks to pecify the anlligator of
public opinion by golng at his work
In a very dignified and restrained
manner,

Yel in spite of popular prejudics,
in fact because of It, it is perfactly
natural that mnny persons should
like to know something of the Turks
from the Turkish polnt of viaw, and
My, Zla Bey has afforded such an
opportunity in his temperate treat-
Iz, The author |8 well-gualified for
I's task. Hls {s a4 very cosmopoll-
tan mind, saturated with enough
of universal philosophy to compre-
hand and explaln tha differfinces of
natlonal philosophies and religlons.
We may také excoption to his ap-
parent desire to show similarity be-
tween our own religlon and theira,
slthough even-in this he 1s not with-
Oul #0omae sucosEn, bhut we Cckn always
readlly agree to the contrasts he
draws between our clvilization and
the Ottomig system.

It may seem rather strange to
speak of an Ottoman system of eiv-
ilization, but such an expression
conveya the purpose of the book.
Za Bey would have us know that
stich a &ystem does exist, !f In &
decadent stote, Ha speaks of It al-
most apologetically, howaver, and
teéfers to the restraint it lmposes
upon a strong national vitality,

By using a moderate tone and
aubduing a patriotic enthuslasm, the
author has served his purpose far
better than had he indulged In
rhapsody, Writing eleverly and
clearly, he has achieved a broad and
dispassionate survey of Turkey and
her peopls that contains both sig-
niflcance and interest.

———

INTERNATIONAL BOOK REVIEW

A new publication venture, “The
Literary Digest International Book
Reaview,” Just launched by«Funk &
Wugnalls, should fill a long-felt
want for the upper literatl The first
namber, appearing on news gtands
during the past weei, indicates that
it may surpass in scope even “The
Bookman,” and while its aggregate
content—tha Journal (5 a monthly—
will not Hkely exceed that of the Im-
portant weekly literary supplements
of some of tha large newspapers, it
will be mora representative of the
International output. and of para-
mount authority In Its eriticlsms,

The purposs of the publication s
best sxprossed by a guotstion from

of analytical and peasimistioc casays,

[ THE LITERARY PERISCOPE

BY JENNETTE EENNEDY,
Asaistant In the Clreulation Department.

Publls Library, 1
IN ST. JOHN ERVINE'S informal,

essays on other writers, entitled

“Some Impressions of My Elders,"
he makes some interesting compari-
sons of present-day Britlsh writars,
He says: “Welis la Instinctively
friandly, He has none of the chilly
aloofness of Mr. Yeats nor of the
shy constraint of Mr. Shaw nor ol
the nervous coldness of Mr, Gals-
worthy.” Of Mr. Bennpelt he writes,
“There is not anything in the round
world, made by God or man, which
does mot Interest Arnold Benmett
Familiarity breads contempt In most
of ufk, but it does not breed contempt
In him. He never gets used to
things."

- - -

Alfred Knopt, ths publisher of the
transiation from the Russian "Ter-
tium Organlsm—A Key to the Enig-
mas of the World,"” by P. D. Ous-
pensky, admity that he s not com-
petont to judge of this work, but
he commends it to the attention of
all intersstad {in philosophy, theoso-
phy and the fourth dimenslon,

Ld . L

Thomas Burke's memorable de-
soriptions of the London of “Lime-
hounse Nights" have assoclated hls
name unforgstiably with ths Limae-
house distriet. He has n new book

out on other strange mcenes and!|

streets in London.
London Spy.”
L . -

If you want to study human na-
turs go to the Bible, for, according
to Willlam Lyon Phelps, tha New
Testameént abounds in revelations
of the character of men and women.
His literary interpretations of New
Tostament storles gocording to mod-
ern stan ds ars contalned In his

It is eslled "The

work ealied “Human Nature in the
Bihle"
L ] - -
At jast a couvk book for men, with

recipes by gther men, has been com-
piled by C. MacSheridan under the

title "The Stag Cook Book." A fea-
ture of the collectlon ia that each
formula is est forth with unmis-

takable olearness,
L] . -

Edith Wharton (s starting a new
seria]l] In the December Scribner's
entitled “A Son of the Front"™ An
unusual group of Americans living
in Parls at the outhreak of the great
war provide the characters,

- L] e

W. H, Hudson In his last book
describes himself as & flald matural-
Ist, for, he says, A fleld naturallst
ig an observer of averything he nees,
from A man to ant or a plant, and
Is alsgo an ebasrver of himself In the
first place.”

.
why

-

he wrote
Fox,"”
“At a fox

When asked
poem  “Raynsrd the
Maseflald's reply was,
hunt and powhere else can you see
the whole of the iand's soclety
brought together, ae the Canterbury
Pllgrims wers for Chaucer.”

L L ] -

Tt appears that Margot Asquith
did not gucceed [n telling her whale
story in two volumes of antoblogra-
phy, for volumes III and IV, cover-
ing the war period In London, are
now appearing.

-

the

There are blographlies for every
tantes in this season's output. For
all who are fnterested in the life of
the thealer and (ts people John
Drew's “My Years on the Stage”
Mrs Patrick Campbell's “My Life
and Some Letters” and “The Print
of My Remembrance," by Augustus
Thoninw, ara avallnble. For others
who want a distinetly literary fla-
var there are “Letters of James
Gliibons Huneker"” and “A Book
About Myself,” by Theodore Drelner,
For blography of publle med aince

John

“All In a Lifs Time" and Baron
Rosen’s “"Forty Years of Diplomacy'”
present the world of financs, poli-
tics and affalrs, For readers who
seek the humorous aspects of life

Irvin 8§ Cobb's autoblography,
called “Stickfuls Memolrs of &
Newspaper Minion™ has besen pub-
lished.

- - -
In *“Definitlons” soms of tha

judgments, comments and eriticlams
which Henry Seidel Canby, ths well-
known edltor of the Now Yorik Eve-
ning Post literary review, expresses
are: “The novel has melted and run
down Into a diary.” 4"Some review-
ers use a book to write about them-
selves, tastes, thelr moods,
“Mores peopls goem
to bo engaged in occaslonal produc-
tlon of poetry and fiotion, {n Amer-
ica, than in any single monesy-mak-
Ing enterpriss, T flood pours, but
it s not literature”
- L] L
“Six Characters in Séarch of an
Author" ls a play from the Italian
which Is having n successful run gt
the Princess theater in New York,
It's muthor, Lulg! Plrandello, han
written a novel, “Il Fu Mattia FPas-
eal” a work which his been ae-
elgimed “the greates: novel of the
New Italy." and this novel 15 to ba
publisheéd {n this col y in an Eng-
lish transiation January.
The drama “Six cters  An

eunr?

Berarch of an Author™ just bean
publighed here, In tra ntion, with
two others, "Henry IV'" und "Right
You Are ier the s “T'hrea
Plays."” 5 1 ndello’s
first introddction te can pead-
ers. The translator es in the
preface that they are gnlficant of
what “this young, {mpulsive, fasel-
nating, bolsterous, wlter-the-wase
Italy" 15 dolng In the thaater, whers

“Pirandello and his gs
broken the bounds set
{ashioned sentimental
e ® w

In a8 December msguzine Grant
Overton has written srticla on
"Fifty GIfts for Christmas’
advice on book seleot
and suggestive.

soclates have
te the ald-
Latin play.”

Elven,

booka meke ide: Pres-
ents,” he says. 1 un-
limitad wvariety, thel of
permanence are in t Bt
what ls moxt In thel is o
| book's powear tp expre I piL-
| thy of the spirit. T 2 LW
things to remoember. The Bt ia
ttha.l. you aren't pleking n book for
{ yoursalf. The second s that thas
cholece of a book because it In
clasale, and therefors "Correot,”” or
very populnr, and therefors & falriy
aafs bet upon pieasing, !5 the way to
fall. Your alm to cxpress, In
your gift of u book, something that
no other gift could c
- . Ll

A reviewar, recalling Staphen
Vincent Benet's glft for poetry,
moans tha wrilter's change to

W

vi

art of tha novellst,

to sea a remarkable
ent and the glft of dream:
make a nice young novel. I

much ke cutt
into a golfing wsult,
searves without making decant
knickers"
. » e
The anonymons author of “Mir-
rors of Washington” haa flnally
discloead hls Identity., He |a Clin
ton W. Gilbert,
- L] L]
Poter B, Kyne says, "Pernonally,

I can't see 8 bit of odium attached
to the experfenca of turning out a
book that happene te become a best
geller. Can you?"
-
“Tha briefest reason we know,™
Eays a reviewer who has been
asked in numerous lstters why
ever says kind words for the writ-
Ings of Scott Fitzgerald, “la that he
can writs

e

tha dedlcatory editorial: *“Impar-
tially to give the news of books the
world over; to recognize appracia-
tively such reality of Interest as
may lle beneath whatever forsign
gulse;, whether of language or of
lterary method, these hooks may
assume, is the provines that belongs
the oritical litera#y lournsl for
which there has been an Increasing
demand. And it ls in whole-heurted,
enthusiastic recognition of the vaiid-
ity of this demand that the Internn-
tionul Book Hevilew commences its
career.”

Whether or not the initial number
{s ropresentative in caliber of those
to follow cannot, of course. ba de-
termined now. This number in-
eludes reviews of lmportant books,
not only recently published, but of
some that are already widely known
and have besn widely read, The
variety of reviews will probably be
mote limited In the future. Further-
more, with the modern faecillties of
book distributlon and what might
well be called a very avid reading
public, & monthly review (e at a dis-
tinet disadvantage (o comparison
with weekly publications. A book
can often schleve a wide clreulation
before ths monthly paper has an op-
portunity to comment upon It. But
read o book review after you have

to
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Barzoom and played the game of life and
death—is told in this most marvelous
of Edgar Rice Burroughs' Martian tales.
At All Bookstores
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read the boock as It iz to read the
review flrat?

The staff of the new journal in-
cludes on Its list the names ol Lthe
most prominent authorities: Richurd
La Galllanne, Mauries Francls Egan,
George Barr McCutcheon, Christ

phor Morley, Amy Lowall, Brander
Matthews, Heywood Bro %
Gale and others aill I

lMterary way and thoroughi

of expressing sound opin

perhaps, ong or two

Aside from this attra

ferture of the wve

will discuzs the books

tions.

then, jsn't It dulte aa Interesting to

BALDY OF NOME

By Esther Birdsall Darling

A trus story of Almskan Doy Hacen
and the most widely known dug b
the worid.

At All Bookstores. Price S2.50.
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The Whelps of the Wolf

By George Marsh

A mtory of the Hudson's Bay Country.
The greatest dog story since
e Cull of the Wild™
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