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Wonder Kids

A Survey of
the World

Championships

Now Held
by Boys and-
Girls Still

in Their Teens

BY 3. C.

BROMIDE {s oftentimes & truth
A that is talked about so much that
it has betome trite.

“Youth must be served” is about as
bromidie a phraso as the writer can dig
out of his vocabulary, yet within the last
few years It has supersaded all others in
the phrasenlogy of sportdom.

And the reason?

Beczuse in the lust few years bound-
fng, surging youth has pressed more to
the fore than ever; not Youth as we
Iooked on It & few years back—the cham-
plons of 256 and 28—but youngsters on
the glorious side of 21.

They crowd up toward fame, blotting
out the deeds of the older masters by
flaming deeds that bring gasps of ad-

ration, Every day these striplings are
g records that another generation
zed upon with awe.

KOFOED.

In the water, on the links, the dia-
mond, the tennls court the track, the
prize ring — they swarm evérywhere,

Their namae s Leglon, and thelr middle
nume Is Darn Good!

When it comnes to swimming thers
noever has been any one so fast as Johnny
Welsmuller. He has smashed nearly
overy record that can be broken. 11 was
not so lopg ago that Duke Kahanamoku
was regarded as the aecme of perfection—
a sort of human fish. Yet Welsmuller
broke the Hawallan’s records one affer
the other with consummate euse And
Johnny is just 19 years old.

“He is the grealest swimmer that aver
Mived," sald the duke. *I have never
seen his equul, and I neveér expect to see
it. TPolks used to think 1 was pretty
fagt—"" and his swarthy face 1it with a
smile—"but T am an old, spavined ice-
wagon horse compared with bim."
Gertrude Ederle is the newest of the
women gwimming sensations. She {s Lha
Johnny Welsmuller of her sex and her
gpead is almost uncanny. And Young
Miss Gertrude has yot to ses har 20th
gummer. Then next In line comes Halen
Walnwright, champion [faney woman
Yet Helon |= “woman™ by couse
tesy only, since she was barely 14 when
went to Brussels to compete in the
Olympic games.
wn, and an internstional star!
yvouth with g venigeance. When
1ea step Into the arena and
r It Is time to admit that
» gserved a larger portlon
an it ever had.
not the dead line for athietic
rges Carpentier in his grimy
1ining home at Léens was only
went forth with Francols
ht his first battles In
( 00 pgreatest fighter
péd in the land of the Gauls

{ fistmen have started at
when most bovs are in
ol. That caveman, Sam Laug-
16 when he won hiz first fame;

can

when he

its that aver lived
s had just reached
> sank his [irst

into an vpponent's
h to the tennls co and still
you {ind youth triumphant., There Vin-
cent Rich ho, 4t 19 18 one of the
highest yers in the land, |2 a
At 15 he wus &
] i bis teens he
jeléran, Watson
cup tenm, and

Palred in the doubles, with Bill Tilden,
agalnst Pat O'Hara Wood and Qerald
Patterson, he showed to far greater ad-
vantage than the world’s champlon. His
vollering was only surpassed by Wood.
Al the net ba met the brunt of the Antae
sttack, getting his racquet on the ball at
times when It seemed utterly Impossible.
Physieally ha looks to be anything but

the super-athlete. He 18 thin, Almost
frall, & flaxen-halred youngster, rather
clooped In the shoulders, with an air of

1655 (hat [8 absent when he [s on the
., He was 12 years old when he
took up tennls, 13 when he won his firat
tournament, At 15 he was the national
or chumpion, snd at 19 a Davis cup
iationalist

In France Henrl Cochet, still on this
sldo of 21. has been a slar at the nat for
some veurs, and (s one of the buckbones
¢ the French Davis cup team,

On the golf links—Iin gpite of the fact
that the braw and bonnle game has heen
ybed an old man's relaxation—the pre-
ponderance is still more strongly in favor
ot youth,

All thres of our champions are still
kids In the oves of the middle-agad. Win-
somp littla Glenna Collett, with her pretty
tace and dancing eyes and mannish driv-

ing power, came to a champlonship
through a fleld that contained women
two and three times her sga—women

who were vewrans of tournaments piayed
befors Glenax was born

Opposed to her, among the others, were
Mrs. Derothy Camphell Hurd, Mrs. Ron-
ald Barlow, seven times sastern cham-
plon; Mrs. Caleh Fox, dean of all women
golfers, who qualitied in national tour-
naments elght years belore slender
Glerna saw the light of day—a scora of
ciher veterans far her senlor In age and
expearience,

Yat won the highest honors in
woman's golf, just as Jesse Sweetser, at
20, captured the title of amateur cham-

shea

riff. -

In Almost Every Line of
Endeavor the Verve and
Dash of Youth Lift T heir
Possessor Over the Heads
of Competitors and Send
Him Under the Wire a
Flushed Victor

pion of the United Stales, Bwectser is a
student at Yale, yet he achlaved a feat
#t the Country c¢lub of Brookline that has
no equal in the anneis of goll in this
country

Ha defeatad Bohhy Jones in the semi-
1inal and Chick Evans In the final round
of the tournament at Brookline, after
having worked liis way throuzh the field
Ly & magnilicent display of golf

Jesgn started playing when he was 11
yoars old, aud at the age of 14 was shoot-
ing consistently in 70s arpund
the Normundle course He was just.12
when Chick Evans came to St. Louls, and
it was from that ter of golf styla
that the new champion got his first les-
con in mashie play.

“1 ocopied him as much us I could, and
] haven't changed very much since then.
Later I learned a thing or two [rom
Bobby Jones." And it was on the pros-
trate forms of Evans and Jones that
Jesse Bweestser stepped to the highest
honors in amateur goll.

Jones, himsaelfl, by the way, is only
20 and g freshman at Harvard, but he Is
conceded by every professional who has
ever seén him pley to be the finost stylist
in the whole realm of the game. True,
lie was beaten by Sweetseér in the national
champlonship, put he Is not a whit in-
ferior to that star.

Then add to the triumvirate of cham-
plons the name of Gene Sarazen. Here
we havé & cockv little youngsler, as cour-
egeous and able u ‘player as ever won
&a opén championship. He learned his
gamé gas &8 caddy, not having the advan-~
taga of wealthy parents llke Sweatser
and Miss Collett. His first strokes wers
taken with home-made clubs, Bul he
siudled and practiced continually, snd
this year has beep & continuous suecces-
gion of triumphs, )

He woao tha open, the southern and pro-
fesslonal golfers' champlonships. He de-
feated Walter Hagen in a 72-hole mateh
for the championship of the world while
sullering from an attack of appendieitis.

Basaeball, now. It scems that the vet-
erans are the outsianding lights of the
game, but the most promising piicher is
Beason Brillheart of Washington, a
sthool-boy of 18, who {s already matching
his strength and skill with that of the
greatest players on the diamond. And
son might remembear that Ty Cobb—the
greatest ball player that ever lived—was
only 16 years of age when he started on
his professional career, and was less than
19 when he entered the big leagues,

You may also recall that Waite Hoyt,

the low

mas

hero of {he world series of 19821, came
to fast company when he was & shade un-
aer 17, and was hallad everywhere as the
schoolboy wikard., As fast as ap old-
timer steps off into the shade with hia
battered old glove im his lhand, some
frésh-faced youngster, bubbling with vi-
tality and confidence, comes charging out
Into the sunlight to take his place.

What |s it that makes those youngsters
champlons at such tender years?

Welsmuller and Bweetser are physically
powerful, but It Isn't stremgth. Glenna
Collete isn't nearly so big and strong as
som# of the women she defeated, and
Vinnie Richards is {rail.

It is rather 4 euperabundance of youth;
the terrifle couceéntration of effort—of
sustainsed effort— that youth alome ie
capabls of. -

England presents an exoception fo the
rule of youth, probably becanse the moth-
¢r of nations has slipped so woefully in
athletles. Wethered, the amateur golf
champion, is & young man, bit some years
the senlor of Sweetser. George Dunean,
the best of the younger professionals, Is
no child in years. Polo Is still carried
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on by sueh veterans as Major Lockett, and
England cannot mateh a Hitcheock or &
Strawbridge or Sanford, such 8s we can
show among our very young polalsts.

But yonth ir England will undoubtedly
take g hand very soon, as It has done in
other lands. The love of athletic sport 1s
too deeply rooted there to stay perma-
nently in the mire of defeat. And when
the renaissance comes thara look to see
It led and fostered by the “children,” the
super-gtare of 17, 18 and 29.

The dominance of youth has not besn
confined exclusively to the realm of
muscle. Literature has received a very
definite impetus from those ssekera for
truth snd beanty who dre still on the
sunny side of 21

The youngest of them is Hilda Conk-
ling, who &t 15 has gained a foothold on
the ladder of fame and publicity. Her
mother was a2 poetess of note, and Hilda
had the advantage of heredity and en-
vironment to enable her to come 80 quick-

-

¥ to the fore. Her book of verse created
pomething of a turore.

It was Hilda who inspired the comment
of that keen satirist, Dorothy Parker, that
"It won't be long before contributors visit
the editorial offlces on kiddie enrs.”

Perhaps &0, and yet these youngsters
are bringing 1into literature the same
nerve and spirit that the newer breed of
champlons has glven to sports,

The best known of the younger writers
{s- F. Scott Fitzgerald, the historian of
the flapper and the equal of Booth Tark-
ington in recording the soul stirrings and
conversatlons of the younger generation

Flizgerald, the debonalr and self-con-
fident young graduate of Prineston, was
niready becoming known to the public be-
fore he left the Jersey university's classic
campus. He has shown s maguificent
sense of phrasing, a cleverness of plot, a
phonographic ability to record the talk
of those about him.

At an sge when moest young men are
proping about to establish themselves,
Fitggerald has slrsady slpped deeply of
the cup of suceess. He s famous,
wealthy, married to the girl of his heart.

The Juvenile Columbuses
Put Off From Shore, Wiih
Hopes Undashed by the
Bitter Experiences Mature
Years Know, and Their Very
Ignorance of Perils Seems fo

Insure Thermn A gainst Disaster

What more could any man ask of the
goda?

Amoug the ryounger woinen wrliars
Dorothy Spears can be rated perhaps with
Beott Fitzgerald. She at least writes of
the same sort of people intrigue
him. It Ig true that she ks mueh of
Fitzgerald's vision and technigque, but
she has earned her 6puts at an age when
femininity's thoughis are usually cen-
tered on [rocks and dances and bonbons.

Then there iz the prodigy, Harry Her-
vey, whote “Caravans of the Night" was
exacuted with such a sense of warm color
and enthusiasm and with such u deftness
at handling plot and counterplot that he
won & most cordlal welcome from the
erities.

The list of youthful novelislts is tre-
mendous, without going back into baby-
hood to reach out for Daisy Ashford and
thosa other children who may or may not
Lave written the things credited to them.

In the fleld of criticlsm we can pick
out John V, A, Weaver, who when still In
his teans showed nn excellent critical
Judgment and a caustic pen. Weaver is
gtill A hoy in years, but ha I8 known
throughout the land, and his book, “In
American,” at least aroused a mortal
combat between other critics,

Weaver married Peggy Wood, the 13-
year-old star of “Marjolaine,” and thus
united the youthful renaissance of lit-
eratura and the stage. Of course, a
paucity of years has never been a hiundi-
cap In the realm of footlight and grease
paint.

Peggy at 19 and John at 21 have each
achleved success in their chosen fislds.
Thelr combined agea Is just 40, yet how
many men or women of thoss vears have
fdone as much in their span as these two
youngsters have alrsady accomplished?

Among the editors, John Farrar, of the
Bookmain, |a perhaps best Known of those
at the tender age. Farrir went Into edt-
torial work in his teens, and his gzood
Judgment and writing ability have mada
bis magazine a biggar power than it ever
was, He 18 just 4 toucha more s&an 31
now, 7

And then we must mention Btephen
Vinecent Benet, for no s#ory of tha
achievements of the rebellious youth of
the period—youth bresking the shaockles
of age-0ld conventlons—can be tolid with-
out mention of him.

Now we come to the end of our story
This is the age of youth. It shows itis
heels to maturity In every race. In every
phase of athlstics, in lterature, art, on
the stage, the boys and girls are pressing
forward.

whao
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