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The Staggering Losses Inflicted on
Great Stores Everywhere,
With 1000 Arrests a Year in a

Single Establishment

BY CAROL BIRD,

HIS is the season when “boosters”
are especlally active. They are

busy workers all the vear round,
but now as the hollday sesson approaches
they 2re beginning to marshal their forces
| for a rush business as it were. “Boosters,”
be it knowns, are shoplifters, Though
business is always ““picking up'" with
them, thelr trade prospers mightily at
the Christmas season. For this is the
time of the year when merchandise is ex-
kibited in especially alluring and tempt-
Ing displaya. And, too. tlis is the time
when shoppers are ont with fat handbags
and wallets. The jovous festive season
fills them with gond cheer. Dark sus-
! picion does not lurk in their minds. They
{are inclined to think that their fellow
Lm'.“tl are pretty much worth-while, after
all. And when a man or woman s In
that mice, friendly frame of mind a
“booster” or a pickpocket can sneak right
jup and “'snitch™ their eyeglasses off their
| noses without belng noticed.
| That is, they can If a depariment store
jdetective isn't somewhere in the offing
It is in the department stores where
boosters and pickpockets ply their trade
jen a large scale. And almost all depart-
I ment stores have whaole regiments of de-
circulating about, spoiting the
ingered ones. BEach slore has its
ystem of guarding its goods and its
| customers from shoplifters &and plek-
! pockets. It is obvious that the details of
lIhe elaborate and effective system of
operation for store delectives cannot be
i divalged. But suffice it to say that
thesse days omily a few shoplifters—and
these few particularly clever—stay out
of the net of those who are on the alert
:fm- them. They may get away once, but
| the second or third time they are bound
(to be caught Or they may possibly es-
yeepe one regiment of detectivgs in one
| big store 'only to tumble into the nat laid
for them in another,
{ I the WEre
‘l"'!-ru:_1i:sr " would probably earry out
everything worth taking and then come
{back for the elactric light fixtures. The
}extent of the activities of shoplifters can
best be judged when the following stag-
peving figures are noted: In oné depart-
ment store of a great eity more than 1000
thisves are arrested in a year. Scarcels
a duy goes by that doesn't find some of
these light-fingered gentry in the store
detectives” net. Thelr hauls average all
the way from a cheap spool of thread to a
fur coat cogling thousands of dollars. This
sthre Sould not astimate exactly its yearly
:8 0f merchandise due to store Lhieves,
bug It Is certain that the figure would be
pretty high. Of course, a great deal of
| the stolen property is recoverad, but shop-
lifters do manage to get away with rich
hauls.

stores not thus policed,
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| Shoplifters are old and young, rich and
f]hr.'or. black and white, men, women and
I"-rhiigIrf*n. Some of the adults are as old
some of the children as young as
|eeven or gight. There are first offenders
—the amateurs who have not yet learnéaid
| the technique of shoplifting—and the old-
rtimers who have International records.
| They work singly and in pairs and some-
{ times in groups of four or more. There
egre the “placers,” whose job it is Lo see to
i+ that coveted articles put within
;. cagy reach ol their confederates. And
\ there ara the “lifters,” who carry away
Ithe loot afier it has been conveniently ar-
i'ranged [or them.
The shoplifting devices used by thieves
caught in a big cily would fill 2 museum.
{ Thera is one collection that fills a room.
(AH of them were taken from shoplifters
caught in that store. The motley array
ot appatat teslifies to the inventive
turn of mind of * sters.”  All of them
bave wor oul ingenious schemes to
make it easier for them to get away with
what they have lifted. The most popular
receptacle used by shoplifters—the old-
timers and the novices—Iis 4 bag, It may
be & leather bag, or a canvas bag, or o
net or cloth bag, or a paper bag., Bags!
Eags! Bags! They are piled up in hill
fashion. There are worn hags and new
ones, bags with {alse boltoms and trick
openings. And they are manipulated in
al] sorts of wuys. Some of these con-
trivances and methods are going to be
| described, for, s the chief detective of
[ this partienlar department store pointed
out, shoplifters themeelves cannot benefit
| by the information. It will only tend to
}-let them know that all their cunning
tricks and devices dre old as the hills to
cxperienged and walchfnl store sleuths.
Take, for instance. & harmless looking
black leather bag, of the type usually
carried by women shoppers, It is a bit
larger than the average handbag, and has
two leather straps The chiel of detec-
tives gave a demonstration with this bag,
showing how it is used by the “hooster”
fiom whom it was laken when she was
chught.
“We

| as 75,

will pretend my desk here is a
counter. You are shogping. [ am the
‘Booster.,” 1 make a small purchase and
then open my bag to take out my money.
My bag rests on the counter thus, There.
Now 1 have found my money, replaced it
ig my bag, shut my bag and am off. What

| did I 1ift?”

He opened the bag, and in it waz & box
of clips, an ink-well, a package of en-
velopas, MY handkerchief, a few pencils

\ 2nd a bunch of keys. The detective ex-
plained:

“You didn’'t see me work because there
iz a hole at the bottom of the bag, and T
gimply thrust my hand deep into the bag
and pulled things into it through the
opening in the bottom. Then I closed the
opening with & leather flap worked from
the ihside. After the ‘booster’ who owned
this bag had fillad it with merchandise
she retired go the ladies' rest room, and

festened the opening securely with this
steel clasp.”

Another bag taken from a shoplifter
was large, shirred at the top with a draw-
siring. This the shoplifter opened and
ttlached to a counter by merely weight-
fug down the upper part of it with & boit
ef cloth, a book, or something else a hit
Feavy, Thuas ii hung suspended over the
enunter. with its top open, hut otherwise
out of sight. Then she preceeded to slide
thingz off the counter into it, When she
tiecided it was full“ensugh, she simply
pulled the dragsiring, removed the
weight, and strol®™d out, fo all appear-
ances a woman who had just completad
Ner shopping.

A type of bag commonly used in the
shoplifting business is onpe made of can-
vas, cloth or leather, which rolls up when
empty. It resembles a harmless music
roll. But a whole lot of merchandise can
I tucked away in it.

Another receptacls in the collection
was & paper suit<-box, the type in which
g store or a tailer or a dry cleanar wraps
up a4 suit or & gown. This box was
wrapped neatly, and tied with cord. The
man “booster” who carried it might, to
#ll appearances, have been a shopper who
had just purchased a suit in the men’'s
furnishing department of the store. How-
ever, holes were gouged out of the paper

hax, and the outside wrapping was so sliy '

that the hooster could., while standing
ciose to a counter or display table, eram
Into the box =ilk hosze, jewelry and other
smaller articles.

Newspapers and magazines are uséd by
“‘hoosters,” who, while examining certain
goods, deftly slide wvaluables handker-
chiefs, laces, embroideries, silks, gloves
cnd other fiat articles and thin'fabrics he-
iween the leaves. Then they fold the pa-
pers carelessly, tuck them under their
erms and strol! out. A few “boosters”
use suiteases or handbags, hut these are
not popular. They are tos large, and
too liable to attract attention. Umbrellas
are used frequently, for much waluable
merchandise of the lighter sort can bhe
tucked into their depthe.

Perhape the most novel and most in-
genious piece of shoplifters’ apparatus in
the entire collection is a walking stick. It
looks harmless enough, but it was respon-
sible for the theft of many thousands of
Collars’ worth of liberty bonds from that
store during bond sales. It was used by
an adept “*booster’” who was known as
the “‘doctor.” He was dressed and mads
up to lookgllke a professional man. He
strolled through the stere, jauntily swing-
ing his cane, and to the average onlooker
appeared to be merely a prosperous pro-
fessional man, probably eommissioned to
do an errand for his wife. But, for some
reason or other, known only to store de-
tectives, he aroused suspicion. He was
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Umbrellas are freguently used by shopliffers.

followed in his peregrinations atround the
store. He finally paused {n front of the
window of the cashier of the liberty bond
aepirtment. The cashier was out of his
Cage. The *“doctor’” {hrust his cane
through the wires, a small wire hook,
v'hich opened and clamped shut, $hot out
rom the bottom of the cane, neatly
opened a drawer, hooked out a bunch of
honds, and then dropped them within

eusy reach of any passerbys The “doctor™
dld not take them, but walked swifty on.
He was immediately followed by & con-
federate, who, now thut the bonds were
within easy reach. picked them up and
followed the doctor oul.
v - -

The store detective took up their trafl,
about a block away backed the “doctor'
into-a corner, and immediately seized his
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Whenever the cler k turned io th

shelves one of the men would hide a
shirt ander his coal.

trick cane. He was then arrested, and
later sentenced, for he had a long chop-
lifting record. Store detectives never
seize a shoplifter in the store, but wait
unti] he or she has left the placs and
teken the stolen goods away f(rom the
premiges. Otherwise too many excuses
would be offered. A lady with a bolt of
goods under her coat might say she was
Just ““taking It to the door" to see its
shade away from the electric .lghts. Or
a man with a bundle of gloves might drop.
them on the floor when seized, and
then say he couldn't help it if they “‘slid

e

oif the counter.’” But no one. not oven
some one afflicted with extreme absem-
rindedness, could walk ‘out into the
street with a silk dress tucked away in an
aovarcoat pocket, and offer the excuse that
e had “forgotien to pay.’
A box with a falseg top was carried by
a young man shoplifter caught stealing in
this slore. The box was of cardboard
end wrapped and tied, and he carried it
under his arm, The box did not have a
cover, however, but a wrapped picture,
the size of the cover, was carried on top
I dt. This the shoplifter slid to one side
whenever he wished to poks a silk shirt
or some other coveted article into the box
* L] L

However, work

books.

ali “boosters” ¢do not
vith hoxes, bags, newspapers,
canes and such articles, They enter a
store empty-handed. but come out with
costly eoats flung over their armsz. One
woman shoplifter took twe valuable coats
from the same stora, using the first ‘coat
ti: help her “lift" the second one. On her
first trip she carelessly picked up a wool
velopyr coat, with an expensive gray
.-'-f1u1ryl collar, which was lying over a
chair after a customer had tried it on.
flung it over her arm and walked out. A
few days later she entered the =store
#gnin, asked fo try on coate, and laid the
unal which she had stolen several davs
before over the batk of a c¢halr. Alter
nreening hergelf a while before a ful
lemgth mirror. she decided she did not
care for any of the coats, picked up the
.ne she had worn (nto the store, and man-
aged 4l the same time to plek up and en-
fold with its roomy depths anether coat
which was on the chair hepeath it, She
lad been forfesighted enough on her first
trip to take an extra large size. ‘This
time, however, she was watched by a
store detective, and about a half square
from the store found herself uader arrast.

Silk, sdtin and other goft fabric Aresses
are favorites with the “‘boosters.” ‘Mt is
en easy to take one, erumple it up intn a
«{t, small ball and eram it Inlo a capa-
clous coat pocket., Some of the “hoost-
ers,'" after filling their bags and pockets,
adjourn to the ladies’ rest room, where
they empty these receptacles and pin the
stolen property underneath their outer
gkirts. Then they are ready for a second
load. 1If they are suceessful “boosters,”
they are pretty well weighted down with
merchandise when they depart.

Two men shoplifters were nabbed with
a thojce supply of silk shirts on their per-
sons. They entered the store tegether,
went to the men's furnishing department
end asked 1o look at a fine grade of silk
shirt. The clerk placed shirt after shirt
upon the counter for their approval, and
whenever he turned to the shelves one of
the men would slide & shirt under his
coat. When he had a half dozen or more

- dresses and other merchandise
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tucked away, the other “booster” thanked
the clerk and said he guess be'd wait till
later to make a cholce, and they both de-
parted. Somewhere, somebow a keen eye
saw the slelght-of-hand performance, and
the silk shirts now form part of ths
“booster’ collection at this store. There
is a whole room full of fur and wool
coats, polo and sport coats, suits, capes
which
have been taken from shoplifters. The
“loot’ collection isn't limited to mer-
chandise, however, Thera are also sev-
eral bags of phoney nickels which store
crooks dropped into thes telephone boxes
in the store booths. One of these phone
thieves was caught afler he had syccess-
fully “‘tapped” the talephone money boxes
for a long time.

There is also & strange collection of In-
struments \‘\"nici: weare taken many
“boosters” and plekpockets nabbed in this
store.. They are parts of dope outfit A
large praportion of “bopsters” and pick
pockets are drog addicts, When they are
searched, hypodermic needles and drugs
are found on them

The “picture gallery’ of thi

from

-lar store contains another interes

lection. Photographs of the ‘shoplif
and other crooks caught {n the
Lept here, together with their entire his
tories. The women are a pretiy hard
lcoking lot, and all ssem Lo be a certain
tvpe, Many of them ars stont and coarse
There is one slender negress who is =0
emaciated that she looks as though she
might blow away at any moment. Thers
Is also & young, baby-faced girl, who got
away with much loot before she was
caught, because of her innocent expres
slon. There {s another peculiar looking
middle-aged woman, wearing a high
peaked hiat. She has a sly expression
around her eyes, and is one of the most
¢laver and elusive shoplifters in the eoun
try.

store are

Many of them heve nicknamea by
which they are known, such as “Johnay,
the Dope,” “"Queéen Annie,” “Slick Susis"
#nd the like.

One of the elderly men had an inter
uational record. He has bben arrested
many times in this country, and in Eng-
land, France, Germany, Spaln and else-
whera for shoplifting and pocket-picking

Not all of these stores thieves ure pro-
fessionals, nor are all of them from the
lower ranks of soelety., There ars the
“kleptomaiacs,”” those men and women
who have an Insane and uncontrollable
rropensity to steal. Sometimes women
kieptomaniacs caught with merchandise
ara wealthy, who are certainly not forced
by clrenmstances to take things which do
not belong to them.
tives are communicated with,
for what they have stolen. and
sure the store authorities that

In their casas rela-
wWho pay
wiho a8
they will
send”their relative awar for treatment, o
568 o it "that they do not repeat the of
fense Children are dealt with wvery
Ieniently by this store and other depart
ment stores of Philadelphia In
€nses parents are communicated with, or
the house of detention |5 asked to
care of the small thieves. It
casee of professional thieves
police aidthorities are called in
There is never any possible dange

an innocent shopper will be suspect
fmbarrassed in a store, for the detectiv
know “boosters almosi as sobn ¢
g.ance at them But the real
n.ust have a care these dayvs. I job i
getting more and more precarious as
more elaborate systems are porfected by
department

masi

faKe
only in

wherg the

booster’

stores for

his apprebension
He has got to do one of two things—de-
cide to reform and work for
big rc'-h'ignwl tlo his fats
nabbed and sentenced
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a living, or

#nd expect to ha

(Coantinusd P
tempt te promote 8E
mediate overthrow of the existing syatem
in aceordance with the Russ
Under thesg circumstance:
w41ll wish
nationalist movements of the orlent, the

an pattern
while they

to retain their

ticz with the
communist leadery are following there an
intirely different policy
would be in consonance
activities

Kemal is not a
wWasg one EHe had accepted
:rnﬁl the soviets on the
which they now counsel m fo make
peace wilh the extent ia
vhich he found it.of advanltage
inrtherance ol his plans
juite

'
L

policy tha
with their other
and
agHlslance
iame principle on

communist nevet

allles—to the
for the
Rut he always
.

frankly mistrusten the
leaders, who, in turn. just
trusted him The alliance batweaen
caw and Angora has always been, at
cne of exigency, In which neither
concealed its undersianding of the
that it was taking chances,

The ralations Russia
and Kemalist Turkey, de ed by
treaaties of Moscow apgd Kuars by
of which, incidentally, important portlons
of Russian Armenia were vielded to Tur-
kev— have been
friendly. The
peatedly expressed (eelings of
friendliness for Turkish
leader and his movement, while Kemal, in

“message Lo the toiling masses of Rus-
sia,” trapsmitted through the Russian
Soviet Telegraphic agency last Julv, sald:

“The relations bhetween new Turkey and
communist Russia are most sincers and
friendly. The foundations of this friend-
thip are deep-seated and lie in the com
munity of interests of the two rountrias
and the Fraternsl feelings of the two pen-
ples. Our order is very much tike bo!
shevism, Just as Russia has for her aim
the liberation of all lands from their ap-
pressors and the good of the toilinz
masses, a0 aur government s actuated hs
1he sama desires.”

But al! this has.been merety on the sur
face. Underneath these diplomatic ameni
ties the siluation has boen guite different

ussian
as frankly mi

Mos-
best
side

iy
batween saviet

virtue

outwardiy antirelv

Maoscow leaders have re-
utmost

the nationalist

According lo astron T e
French Academy of Boie 5. Lhe new
rays in “vellow stuare” ure sald to be much
more penetrating than the pene-

trating X-roys.
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most




