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The Chaln, by Charles Hanson Towne.

G. P. Putoam's Sons, New York City.

Mr. Towne's prologue to his novel
is as fitting a beginning for [ts re-
view 8s it i for the book. He
writea:

“There is & chailn around us all.
The links are forged by some high
god before we come inte this world,
and wsa cannot escape from our
gaoler, whoge name is Circumstance.
Sometimes w¢ compromise with him,
and the chaln lengthens for & while
—until the Inevitable hour comes
when we must compromise agaln,

“However we may deny It, we
Are never quite free. The happlest
ere Lthose who reallze thelr bond-
&ge, and are not afraid of destiny.

“John Darrow wuas one of these.™

In & generyl sense perhaps évery
novel is a story of the chain of
clrecumstance, bur it has remained
for Charles Hanson Towne to pro-
duca one showing dlrectly the forg-
ing of the links, the tightening and
the lengthening, and the futility of
slruggling against the unbreakable
thing. 1t Is'a tremendous subject
and Mr. Towne hag produced a tre-
mendous novel from it He has
written the story of the important
eventy In the ordinary life of a
brilllant man, John Darrow.

His writing is so close to life, so
full of the wital interests In e&ch
man's days that In his style there
is mothing more outstanding than
there i In a day of life. To read
it §s almost to be in it, and
this remarkable intersst s gained
through the wvividness with which
Jdohn Darrow Is portrayed. Ha
eomes Lo be 50 beloyed by the reader
that his smuallest tribulation Is the
raader's sorrow, and the Ilaast joy
a happy page.

To & squalld puart of Brooklyn

# John Darrow comes from upstata
“  and writes clever things for tha

“Ladies’ Bannar.” Feor a companion
he has Nick Deeley, & llkeable bad
boy, bad by nature, but with a vein
of genuine good in him; one of the
best characters to grace any fiction
this year at least.

Through his early struggles with
the chain, which Sometimes twiata
cruelly, Into a degreé of success,
but with the chaln still tight around
him, Darrow works Hia friends,
his place, his nature form the chsain;
sentimentul catastrophe twice wisits
him to form new links, and then
just as all thess things have bound
him, they comhbine to contrive the
langthening of the chain which
gives him In the end all the free-
dom that he asks.

Thera- is a1 succession of fine
characters. Martin Shaftsbury ia
one, & poet of undeniable genius
and overhaaring and crude in per-
ponal contact. Kvery clique the
world over hns its Gedley girla, 1it-
tle pebbles played with on tha
beach now and then, persons who
are never nearer than the edge of
things. Constance Muln is another,
the actreass who sthemes to bleed his
genius with the bait of love; and
tha whole pleasure-mad Iidle rich
Westbury set is real. in tha midst
of which Darrow finds his salvation
in a girl

There fu apt disappointment

in this girl, Janer Somehow she
doesn’'l scem big enough to pay
Darrow the happiness he has earned,
although he does find happinesa
with her, perhaps becauss she Is
hiz complement.

But that 18 the charm of the book:
there Is no glamor save what is
purely naturnl, and ite characters
pre ag they are found, not as a
romantic fictlon lover would have
them.

The time
Just past,

to be

written of is the age
when Victorianism still
hung on againzt the encronching
freadom of the present and before
prohibition gave the price of galety
another zest. Thers is a hint of tha
autobiographical In the book, espe-
cially when the author, who has
been eoditor, poet and novellst, la
compared with John Darrow. And
there Is a feellng that most of the
characters are well-known persons
of the present. Towne has writtan
ona of the best novels of current
Liction.

L. T==s
Children's Bible,

arranged by Henry A

Charles Fostar RKent, Charles Scrib-

ner's Sons, New York Clty

While the importance of the bexuty
of Biblical langunge cannot be de-
nled in forming Impressions in the
minds of children, nelither can it be
denied that the application neces-
sary to comprehension is often &
strain which creates an aversion
in the youthful mind. The conti-
nuity and the dignity of the Bible
are not such as to attract the aver-
Age young reader.

Of course, the whole Blble is not
in this one volume, which is printed
on heavy paper and in large type.
The eco-unuthors have selected the
important passages to glve the child
an idea of the constitution of Chris-
tianity. These they have interpreted
into aimple, straightforward Englisn
and regrouped the verses into short
paragTaphs, so that the story is told
in direct and easily understandable
passages.

The volume g beautifully gotten
up and has an abundance of [lius-
trations that are attrective and
valuable both In thelr color and
subject. It should help many =&
child to absorb the melsage of the
Blble.
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of the Desert, by Randall Parrish.
C. McCluorg & Co.. Chicago, I,
The story Is placed down on the
Mexican border, and follows the
type of the western story of ro-
mance and sdventure so popular in
current light fiction: & rgirl for
hero No, 1 and a redeemed or
misunderstood outlaw supporting
her in the cast. This time Deborah
Meredith is forced into A marricges
with & brutal, repugnant man, and
to escaps him she takes to thes
desert, where she meets a character
who turns ott to be an cutlaw. Of
course there i¢ considerable gun-
play, & lot of unwelcome love of-
ferings and one offering of the
right sort on the iast page. Villa's
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Charles Hanson Towne, nuthor of
“The Chain,” a hbrilliant new
novel just published by G. P.
Putsam's Sons.

constructive essay, it takes on in

spots & flavor of editorial argumen-

tation.

The title might Indicate a variety
of treatment: & novel, a sermon. a
criticism. It is In fact a good sum-
ming up of the currents of economic
and soclal tendencles of the present
day, explaining the {nfluence of con-
ditions and historical changes whioh
have taken place preliminary to this
age.

Professor Toss discusses in a
readabls way such problems as fm-
migration, folk depistion and rural
decline, the influence of frontisrs
on soclology and th® influence -of
the passing of the frontiers, the
economlic causes for the assumption
of & place In man's world by women,
prohibition. war, and current psy-
chology.

An Interesting glimpsa of his
writing can be gailned from his
chapter on the changing domestio
conditions for women. He explains
that woman's place was in the homae
up to the time that manufacture
ceased In the home and began In
factories, and then how the in-
creasing efficlency of the age has
changed the home and deprived it
of many of its former functions,

He Is almost strident in demand-
ing s place for women in all lines
of endeavor, and claims that the
whole scheme of eivilization was
originally deslgned for men, with
little or no consideration pald to
the nature or needs of women, espe-
clally In a spiritual way. He pays
a tribute to the present for the In-
creased attention people are paving
to government and general publie
conditions. |

Such a book can be wvery useful,
especinlly if it containe a good hon-
est survey of the social trend, for
humanity as a whole dbeées not watch
carefully whera it is goilng and
needs, conssquently, an occasional
setting to order.

—

Northwest, by Harold Bindioas, The Fred-
eriok A. Stokes company, New TYork
clty.

Mr. Bindloss has created & char-
rReter, young Jimmy Leyland, whe
Iz a weakling and the prey of gam-
blers, crooks and schemers, and who
is blamed for a murder which he
dld not commit, although he rons
away. With the Canadian mountad |
police always hot on his trail, hel
takes to the Canadian Rockies,
whers he experiences all kinds of
sdventurs and halrbreadth escapes.
Hls closeness to nature, the trials
he undergoes In his fight agalnst
bleaknese of mountains (n winter
and the things he learna from his
troubls make him Into a strong man
and liberate him from his weakneas,

Theére is n splendid girl for him
in the end and there are several|
good, red-blooded characters In the
story. "Northwest” Is another out-
door story, with plenty of fighting
and struggle all the way through.
It i8 not particularly mature and
wili probably be more appreciated
by younger readerh, and there |s
nothing In the hook to harm them,

. pmitadtohagy e

Talks to Mothers, by Lucy
The Houghton-AMIfflln company,
ton, Mass
Lucy Wheelock has done & seem-

ingly splendid thing in this com-
pllatlion of writings concerning the
training of children and the guid-
ence of parents in such & tusk. To
be exact. 39 every-day problems of
childhood are considered. with sug-
gestions Intanded to make for the
children’s mental, moral and physi-
cal welfare.

How children develop tastes for
different things and how those
tastes should be encouraged or
cured is one phase which s dealt
with. The teachings for such things
as thrift and honesty, the curing
of such things as anger and habits
are explained in logleal fashlion and
in & sami-scientifie practical way.

it

Civilization in the United States, an In-
quiry by Thirty Americans. Harcourt,
Brace & Co., New York city.

It would bhe difficult within the
limited conflnes of a review to glve
an adequate critlelsm of all that
this book contains, =0 far &3 real
review atyle s concarned. As a
matter of fact each of tha 33 parts
of the book ia a review, not of any
plece of UNterature, but of 33 dif-
ferent aspects and phases of Ameri-
can lifs,

The Inspiration to complle such a
voluma |s one entirely worthy. Har-
old F. Btearns, the editor, says, in

Wheelock
Bos-

introducing It. that the book “has
been the dellberate and organized
outgrowth of the common efforts of
{tke-minded men and womén to gee
the problem of modern American
civilization, &8 a whole, and to
illuminate by careful criticism the
special aspect of that clvilization
with wheh tha Individual is most
famliar.”

The essays on the 30 subjects, and
their authors, are as follows: “The
City," Lewis Mumford; “Politles"™
H. 1. Mencken; “Journalism,"” John
Macy; “The Law,” Zacharigh
Chiufee Jr.; “Education” Robart
Morse Lovett: “Scholarship and
Criticlem,” J. B. Spingarin; *“‘School
and College Life.” Clarence Britten;
“*The Intellectua; Life,” Harold B
Stearns; "Science,” Robert H. Lowlie;
“Philosophy” Harcld Chapman
Brown; "Literary Life” Van Wwek
Brooks; “Muslic,” Deems Tayior;
“Poetry,” Conrad Atken; “Art,” Wal-
ter Pach; *“The Theater,' Georgs
Jean Nathan; “Economle Opinion”™
Walton H. Hamflton; “Radicalism,”
Georga Soule; “The Small Town,”
Louls Raymond Reld; *“History."
H. W. Van Loon: "Sex,” Hisle Clewa
Parsons; “The Famlly,” Katherina
Anthony: “The Alien Frederick C.
Howe: "'Raclal Minorities,” Geroid
T. Robinson; “Advertising."” J,
Thorne Smith: “Business,” Garet
Garrett; *Engineering,” O. 8, Beyer
Jr.; “Nervea" Alfred B, Kuttner;
‘“AMedicine,” anonymous; “Sport and
Play,” Ring W, Lardner:; “Humor,”
Frank M. Colby. In addition there
are three essays on Amerlcan civill-
zatlon from the foreign point of
viey. The English, by Henry L.
Btuart; Irish, Ernest Boyd, and
Italian by Raffaellp Pleecoll

Lot

Rogues HAaven, by Roy Bridges. D, Ap-

platon & Co., New Yark city.

Distinctty within the clagsifics-

tion of adventurs vet with traces
of the romance nove! and marks of
the mystery stury. “Rogues” Haven"
{s an entertainment book of the best
sort; a pure story without motive,
moral or dlscussion of preblem, It
belongs to that achool wherein
have shinad during past years such
books =ns “The Port of Missing
Man,” ""The Daughter of Anderson
Crow"” ami “The Brass Bowl"”
" Fer 1ts kind it Is exceedingly well
written, full of action and excite-
ment, suspense and pleasant de-
nousments. The story concerns the
fight for recovery nf a grandfather's
fortune against an avariclous uncle
whose dishonesty and unscrupulous
methods provide the plot of the
story. The seiting iz the English
country and the charaeters Uve In
an age when coaches and fours
wera the mode of travel and braces
of pistols the mode of defense.

Rogues' Haven s the name of the
old estate bf Edward Cralke, An
aged man whose past s covsared
with mystery and whosa surround-
inga are covered with deecay, while
his servants geermn more llke the
crew of a pirate ship than house-
men of & peaceful old English man-
sion. Hore st Rogues' Haven takes
place the struggls for the wunex-
plained wealth of Edward Cralke,
and also a love story that Ils pleas-
ant In splite of the grimness of (is
environment.

g ———
EKimono, by John Parls, Bonl & Liverignt,

New York clty.

Head “Kimono"™ and then plek up
4 book of Japanese npoems Or pProse
tranglated and read from it. The
difference ls protesque and incom-
prehenslble. While *“Kimono™ de-
plots the ugly, the sordid and thel
squalid, the poem or prose will
breathe the basauty of the JFapan
most persons have become acguaint-
ed with through lliteraturs, or else
return home and tell that they have
geen it with thelr own eyes,

Mostly It is because John Paris
has sought out the other glde to
earry his polnt; otherwise he would
have had a hard time writing his
book, but it would have beén be-
coming to have given the bright
8lde 8 hearing. Then. too, there Ix
the bright side and the other side
in every land, and such a book could
be wrilten about any country with

equal Justification, which is another
way of saying that Mr. Parls has
failed to justify himaelf

There Is apparent on almost every1

-
page mn eagerness to makes Japan
and Japaness life as ugly and as
unmoral as posaible; and without the
grace of philosophy or the dignity
of Intelligent discussion, Mr, Paris
criticizes the country and the race
because [t falls below Christlan
standards, without considering that
they have the standards of =&
philosophy and of a religion of their
own. While {t is true that Japanese
lifs falls short of our own Iideals,
yet it is Japanese and they have a
right to lead it as they will,

In the fact that Geoffrey Barring-
ton, an Englishman, married Asako
Figinaml, a gir! of Japanese blood
but of European Instincts and edu-
cation, thers is sufficient material
for a novel, for Inter-racial] mar-
riage iz & problem. In this regard
John: Paris has talked with com-
parativa Intelllrgence and he has set
forth the very natural complications
in his story which would follow
such a marriage, Certainly it Is
right to take a discouraging stand,
hut the point would have been bet-
ter carried, because It would have
seemed . less like propaganda, had
the ugliness been put Into truer
proportion and some of the beauty
admitted,

—————

A Duughter of thé Sands, by Franoces
Evarard. Dodd, Mead & Company,
Neow York Clty.

It is not likely that the lover of
pure romantic fictlon mads to order
will find a single fault with “A
Daughter of the Sands” A wverit-
able path of romance is chiseled out
of the mountaln of reality and the
best sort of heroez and herolnea,
villans and props pass through.
The unfalthful Jover meets his just
desserts, the girl marries the man
she has saved from a terrible end;
pure happinees Is won by those who
deserve it and svery ona of théd vil-
liang get punished.

For its kind the novel s extreme-
iy well written and well arranged.
It Is thoroughly exciting with care-
fully caloulated suspense and an
abundance of sympathy correctlp
diresctad and properly placed. The
setting s in northern Afriea, with
description accurate and elaborate,
and colonial life clearly deplcted.

Snada Medena is a girl whose
father Is & ghiekh who has lost his
money and forced her to earn her
own lving, She Il a8 beautiful .as
can be Yound In a year of beauty
contests, and in spita of the Arab
blood which (s supposed to flow In
her veins she Ig beloved by and
betrothed to Lance Ralisford, &
young consular officer In stralght-
enad clireumstance.

Raflsford has no scrupples about
her Arab blopod when he asks her
to marry him and in the faces of
strencous objections resolves to
carry out ‘his promise. He gecures
a post In Africa which permits him
to marry and takes his fiance there
before the wedding. Enroute the
&irl has an adventure in the native
quarter of a <ity and ls aaved by
a drug fiend who has given up the
filght. In turn she saves him and he
cures himself of his habit

Railsford Inherits a large fortune,
At the same time he is snubbed by
all Englishmen for his Intended
marriage to a lady of color, and an
hour after his marriages he deserta
‘his bride to return to Emngland to
claim his inherMancs. Saada in the
meantime has been told by her
father that she is of pure English
blood and an adopted daughter, but
=he has not told her husband. Ralls.
ford repants of his own adcord, but
d'eg on his way bhack to Afrieca to
meeat his bride. She, however, has
censed to love him and marrles the
man she saved.

——

»

Cwrnno's Folly, by Gilbert Parker. The
J, B. Lippincott company, Philadel-
phin, P

The struggles of men with virgin
s0il to reap the natural wealth;
fights either agalinst the soll i(tsalf
or with rival reapers, have bean the
thame of many a good book, and
this new novel by Gilbert Parker in
another which comes within that
classification. Gllbert ParKer has
bullt for himself o reputation with
his storisa of the Canadian woods,
and while this new one will not
particularly strengthen it, neither
will ft weaken it

As #& story It Is extremely good,
with zll the Ingredients =o vital to
rugid tales of rugid men In rugid
places, but the literary merit might
enslly be questioned. John Grier is
the typical king of Industry, whosa
life {s his work and whese work s
his life; his family and hls home
belng Incldental necessitiea, He
has two sona, Fablan, & capable man
who turns agalnst his father and
jolns the rival jumber eompany, and
Carnac, Thin second son s able In

- "Greal stuff;
kind.

The Tribune reviewer says

Harper & Brothers

FLOWING G

By

REX BEACH

1 the whola a notabla book of its
Nobody should mlss it who snjovas what one
may eall outdoor fictlon of the first Tank.”

—New York Tribune,

D

-

further: “Mr. Beach has for-

gotten nothing. He knew how to turn out a lively, colorful,
full-blooded story of frontier life.
enjoyed writing; and he could communicate it to his readers.
All these gifts are still his, as evidenced by ‘Flowing Gold.’
He has ehosen the Texas oil fields for his scene, for the same
reason that made him years ago not only write of the 'Kion-
dike, but go to the Klondike before he wrote at all
material suits "his talent. It is both dramatic and realistic.”

He had gusto, as if he

The

Wherever Books Are Sold

Established 1817 New York

“whare Parker might he

every way. He conducts hi=
father's buainess through a gigantic
orisis and then simply says he
doesn’'t care for work and would
rather paint and sculp.

His life is ovarshadowed [rom the
start by a trick marrigge. Here i=
acoused of
clumsiness, for this ilttla sub-plot
is very thinly constructed and the
only excuse is that the author’ still
has his story in front of him and Is
so anxious to get to the real sturf
that he neglectz carefnl construc-
tion of his foundation. Few poersons
would have been so simple a=s to
have fallen for the orude marriage
plot into which the boy is drawn
and Carnac-Grier Is certainly not of
such llk.

This same carelegsness of the

inor parts marksa the entire book.

ut the main story is well'told and
wall acted by cleverly construed
charaoters. For readers who are
concernsd with pure entertainment
of the thrilly sort and not with
literary merit “Carnze's Folly” will
serve the purpose most admirably,
and it Is a hook that will be raad
quite widely.

e

OLD BOOK STORE TO MOVE.

The laying of the corner stons of
Giil's new bullding, which will in
the futurs house Gill's oid book-
store, should arouss a » certaln
polgnant feeling In the hearts of
book lovers. There Is & dascina-
tion about the old stand which s
truly bookish. Real book buyers
ilke to browse, and generally withe-
out molestation., Bookstores are
be sxplored and current methods of
efficlient salesmanship are somehow
amiss in the atmosphere. It I8 to
be hoped that the spirit of the old |,
stors and also the spirit of the
sonnet of dedloation writien by
Charles Hanson Towne shall prevail
In the new shod. Mr. Townes's sonnet
follows:
This shall

mart:

This {8 & shrine, & temple of the soul,

Where one may come to make kls

wplrit whole,
Drenching (n dreama
his héart.
Here all the shadows of the earth dapart,

With frisndly folios for comrades

tron;

Here Love and Beéauty tei]l thelr tales

anew, !
Guahing from pages of divinest art. -

Hears hooks shall
Tired mon,

be mmore than any shop or

the pasalops of

breathe thelr wonder

of ‘the world
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Little Women, by Loulsa M.
{Popular Ulustrated edition.)
Browne & Co.
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The Sahara Barnhard School,

Sir: It is my oplnion that The
Bhealk, Desert Love, and other novels
about the Twin Bedouins and Ostar-
moors should be bound in Morocco
—and kept there~—Dove Duilcet in
the New York Evening Post.

Into his latest
novel, On Tiptoe:
A Romanc< of
the Redwoods,
Stewart Edward
White has put the
profound beauty
of the untravelled
forests lying along

our Pacific Coast.
Mystery and adven-
ture, a keen plot and
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edge of Nature’s ways
make this story re-
freshingly different.
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“Otherwritershavedelved
into the seas, have pro-
jected their thoughts into
the vastness of space and
visited distant planets,
but Mr. Burrou has
made an original adven:
ture which eclipses the
the Welle oing o
e s unw ol
the life on Mars.”
So says the Philadelphia
Record. Have you read
this astounding book by
the author of “Tarzan?”

At All Bookstores

A. C. McCLURG & CO.,
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men play a part and there are
chases and pursuits, captures and
killingn. These western storles, as
common ne western mDVlEB. Are
rather hard on the west as she is
1oday.
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Read in Odd Moments

8lp threa or four of these hooks
into & pocket They do not bulge-
they are nol nollead—but they are
thare,- ready to heip you make the
most of spare time anywhere On
atreet cars, at iunch, on trains, in the
evening, you GAn draw meaninl
ntrength and knowledge from theso
volumen.

Do you want the best
books—the
best food for your mind?

Then Send Your Order Now.
(Do mot tear off this eoupon
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The"Grand Old SMan of aAmeriean
Fiction™—In Book Form cAt Last!

CAPPY

RICKS
RETIRES

The book that couli howe been writsen only by

Peter B. Kyne

ETER KYNE isthe creator of the most

famous character in modern fiction.
And this new book takes him through
the most exciting years of his life. A
book to own loan—Don'tmissie! §

oAt oAl Bookstores—§2.00

@sinopolitan Book (@rporation
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The Wonder Book of Chemistry, by Jean
Henrl Fabre, Translatéd from ths
Franch by Florenecs Constance Biok-
nell. The Century company. New York
Clty.

The simple device of inventing a
man, in thix case Unecle Paul, to
explain m easy fashion to a pair
of young, attentive puplls the work-
fngs of a branch of sclence la re-
sorted to in this volume, and with
good effect. Uncle Paul talks to
his two nephews about the wonders
of chemistry and explains to them,
bit by bit, how to understand and
apply it. The book is limited to in-
organic chemistry.
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Haldeman-Julius Company
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. The Haldeman-Ju!lus Company agrees 15 sand
¥ The Social Trend, by o b a

Rons. The Century poslage prepsl

York City.

Save for., or because he has, some
ideas of hiz own, Professor Ross
hes written an intarasting and
meritorious book. Whether his
opiniona improve the hook ar
whether hia keen observations make
it, is a matter of opinion on the
part of the reader, By naturs a
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