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The Season’s Zest for “Thrill” Marriages Instead of the
Orthodox Kind Has Resulted in a Variety of Freak Cere-
monies Held Under Most Unusual Circumstances Below
and Above Earth, in the Water and on Horseback.

When Vivian M. Kidd and Leland H. Hodgson, Californians, said “I wiil,”

their naptial vows were broadcasted up and down the Pacific coast.

Mary McCaffrey became Mrs. Frederick Whelan in the “Better Ole,” a Wash-

ington, D, C,, coffee house.

Spooky corners, weird lights and the whining

notes of a ukalele helped supply Bohemian afmosphere.

EDDINGS by radio! Weddings in
Vif the air! Weddings on water!
Weddings in taxi-cabs! Wed-
dings on horseback! Weddings in prison!
Weddings, weddings, weddings every-
where except in a standard church at a
standard standard organ
Paeaning standard Wagnerian allelujahs,
The time will soon come—Iitl present
indlcations are to be trusted—when a
girl's wedding will be as peculiarly indi-
vidual as her going away suit or her hat.
For an Iincressing number of young
women are saying to themselves that it
their weddings are to be the major events
of their lives, they should be, if not spec-
tacular, at least characteristic and orig-
inal.
The

altar with a

marriage of Miss Vivian M. Kidd
of Santa, Cal, to Leland M. Hodgson of
Sausalito, Cal., was all of that. These
two took their vows In the presence of a
radio transmitter in the private broad-
casting station of H. M. Shaw at Hock-
ridge, Cal. And their whispered words
together with the ritual as read by the
minister and the music of the wedding
march weare heard up and down the coast
and at sea.

Miss Kidd said it was much better than
having a "big wedding" in the old-fash-
joned sense, That would have entailed
laborious preparations, a gaping multi-
tude in & stuffy church, tearful scenes
from members of her family, and what
not As it was, everything was cosy and
exclusive—and yet evarybody they ever
knew could hear their words and know
when they were married.

This marriagse was one of the first In
the world In which a radio was used.

At almost the same time New York

was witnessing another unique wedding.
This ‘one was in the alr—1500 faet above
Times Square to be exact—and it is not
exaggerating the case to say that tens of
thousands witnessed it. True enough,
what they saw was very liitle, for at that
distance the principals in the case could
hardly be seen.

But in that airplane, which to the ob-
servers looked like a huge, circling drag-
on fly, Miss Sara Cockefair was being
married to Albert P. Schlafke. The 5&7_
W. ¥. Maynard, the *Flying Parson,"
performed the ceremony and drove the
machine at the same time.

Beslides the multitude on the ground
watching the plane, many others got in
on the wedding through their radio re-
ceiving sets. For a radiophone recorded
the ceremony and thousands of New
Yorkers within the radius of the wave
length thus sent forth heard the words
of the ceremony.

Two more New York couples threw a
defi at fate by getting married under
clreumstances that were thick with ill
omens. They were Miss Lilllan Shaefer
and Willlam J. Wagner of the New York
city fire department, ,and Miss Beatty
Spencer and Robert Bernstein, and they
were married on board the Australian
convict ship Success, then moored at the
Battery in New York. This ship is fa-
mous the world over for the horrors that
were enected on [ts decks when it served
ms 8 prison.

But the wedding celabrants were not
satisfied with challenging i1l luck. They
insisted that the wedding should take
place in the condemned cell and on Fri-
day. Thelr wishes were gratitied. Mr.
Wagner explained that 11l omens had al-
ways gone by opposites with him and for

Lady Joan Capell of London, who de-

fied all old superstitions by having a

jade green wedding when she became
the wife of Osbert Peake.

that reason he was eager to pile on ths
bad luck signs. He was born on Friday
the 13th, he said, and became engagad
on that day, and hoth evenis were very
fortunate ones for him. None of the
other members of the marital quartet
kad any feeling whatever about bad
omens. .

Two couples in' Knoxville, Tenn., mar-
ried In a mighty big hurry. In fact, they
had 4 race to see which could get tha
knot tied faster. Ernest Messer and
Ruby Ferguson were made one by the
Rev. A. R. Pedigo in just 15 seconds.
Call L, Jones and Ruth E. Smith were
wed in just one more second’s tims. The
weddings were at midnighty and flash-
light pictures were taken.

In London the craving for originality
on the part of certain prospective brides,
who bhappened also to be feminists, has
origineted the one-man wedding. Sev-
eral of these one-man ceremonies have
taken place and the officiating minster in
each case has been the Rev. Constance
Coltman.

At the first of these the Rev. Miss
Coitman smashed a precedent. It was
the first time a woman had ever of-
ficiated at a marriage in England. On
this occaslon a woman organist played, a
woman choir sang and women made up
the whole wedding body. The ona mals,
with whom It was impossibie to dispensa,
was the bridegroom.

The Rev. Miss Coltman introduced &
new marriage ritual whieh she said was
not an “insult to womaen."” This ritual, of
course, omittead the word <‘obey."” In-
stead, both bride and groom vowed to
“love, comfort, homor and keep,” and
each fixed a ring on the other’s finger,
saying: ;

*“As this ring now encircles this finger,

The honeymoon of the Hamilion-
Standen wedding ai Chorley Wood,

near Chesham, England, was began
in an airplane.

The Picture shows Mrs. Hamillon
climbing info the limousine plane with
her bridal veil still on.

80 let my love surround thee all the days
of my life.”

Miss Celestial Elizabeth Strine also
wianted an original ritual. She abjected,
not so much to the substance of the
standard ritual as she did to ita prosafe
quality. She wanted something postic.
So when she was [linally married to Ray-
mond M. Crum in Chicago. the minister,
Dr. A. 1. Young of Pittsburg, read the
fateful lines as follows:

“Do you now each other taking,

Make your vows henceforth for life,
To be ever true and trusting,

Loving husband? Loving wife?"”

So it goes. A couple in England ware
married tamely enough at the altar, but
at the concluslon of the ceremony sprang
out of the window and hied thamselves
away In a limousine. Twao couples
at Atlantic City waded out beyond the
gecond pier and were marriad in the
ocean., In Florida they marry in the
orange groves. In Montana they climb
up to snowy peaks.

The brides—and take no word but
theirs for this— want somethinz more
than husbands when they marry in these
high-powered times.

The wedding on horseback of Thornton
Whitney Allon of New York and Miss
Elsie Guy, a Manchester, England, girl,
was a thoroughly equine romance.
groom is an enthusiastic horseman and &
member of the Rye (N. Y.) Country Rid-
ing school While galloping along &
Westchester bridle path one afterncon he
met Miss Guy. Later they ware formally
introduced. They rode often together.

The .

Mrs. Thornion Whiilney, formerly
Elsie Gay, an English girl, met her
American husband on horseback, was
wooed on horseback and wed
on horseback.

He proposed and she nodded as she can-
tered by his side. Their love having been
nurtured by the horseback riding, they
decided to make their wedding a horse-
back affair. So they wers married on
their mounts.

BIRD DANCES TO MUSIC WITH
SKILL THAT IS NEARLY HUMAN

RITING about the muasie and
Vi’ danelng indulged in by birds and

beasts and creatures of almost
all kinds, W. H. Hudson, in “The Natufr-
alist in La Plata™ (Dutton), describes
many of these exhibitions, among them
that of the bird known a8s cock-of-the-
rock, which seems to be a very human
sort of exhibitlon of skill. “There are
human dances,"” says Mr. Hudson, “in
which only one person performs at &
time, the rest of the company looking
on; and some birds, in widely separated
genera, have dances of this kind. A strik-
ing example is the Rupicola, or cock-of-
the-rock, of tropical Bouth America. A
mossy, level spot of earth surrounded by

bushes is selected for a dancing place
and kept well cleared of sticks and stones
Round this area the birds assemble, when
a cock-bird, with vivid orange-scarlet
crest and plumage, steps into it and, with
spreading wings and tall, begins a series
of movements as if dancing a minuet;
finally, earried away with excitement, he
leaps and gyrates in the Most astonishing
manner until, becoming exhausted, he
retires and another hird takes his place.”

After giving examples of various kinds
of these musical and dancing perform-
ancas, Mr. Hudson discusses the cause of
such outbursts. He does not think they
have their origin in love and courtship,
but belisves them to be merely expres-

Miss Sarah Cockefair became Mrs.
Albert Schlafke in en airplane 1500
feel above New York ciiv. The Rev.
F., W. Maynard, the famous flving
parson, married her. Thonsands
“atftended” by radiophone.

slons of happiness, or Joyful Jfealing
They are, he helieves, “fits of gladness,"
similar In cause and expression to
times of intense elation which civi
man, especiaily when young, often
riences, when the joy of life moves him

to laugh and sing, run and leap and shout
“Among the heavier mammalians.'™ Mr
Hudson continues, “‘the [eeling is mani
fasted in Jloud noises, bellowings and
screamings, and In lumbering, uncouth
motionse—throwing up of heels, pretended
panles and ponderous mock battles

Birds are more subject to this universal
joyous instinet than mammals, and ther
are times when some specles or group of
specles has fits own Inherited form or
style of performance.” He does not be-

Heve that all this has anything to do
with sexual selection, as was thought for-
merly by naturalists, "I am convinced,”
he savs, “‘that any student of the subject
who will cast aside his books and go
directly to nature te note the actions of
animals for himself will concluda that
conscious sexual selection on the part of
the female e not the cause of music and
dancing performances In birds nor of
the brighter colors and ornaments that
distinguish the male. In the vast major-
ity of species the male takes the female
he finds or Is able to win from other
competitors.”

White House Antiguities,

Lepat advertized of the attractions of
the White House is & coliection of an-
tiquities relating to the historic mansion,
which is on view in a basement room ad-
joining the oval room directly beneath
the blue room.

This oval room, by the way, was used
for receiving guests in the old days, when
the main door of entrance to the White
House was In the middle of the south
gide and not on tke north Iront as at
present. It is slightly above the ground
leval; and the old-time entrance still re-
mains, opening directly upon the spacious
lawn. Formerly a road led past it, which
in weat weather was sn muddy that arriv-
ing guests had trouble to keep their feet
dry.

Thus it was in Dolly Madison's day.
and one of the most interesting curiosa in
the little museum is her book of cooking
recipes, blank pages of which are ({n-
gcribed with culinary ideas in her own
handwriting, There Is also a blue-and-
gold china howl, two feet high, upheld by
three graceful female figures, which, im-
ported from France, was In use during
her reign.

Abigail Adams, the
the White House, Is represented by a
silhouette of herself, cut out of black
paper by some unknown hand. Two salt
cellars of hers are also in the collection.
as well as a-huge silver-mounted gohlet of
full - quart capacity which haer hushand
nsed when he was president

There ara pleces of china representing

first mistress of

every set used at the White Housa from
the earliest days unti] now he latest,
whita and gold. being the Wilson sét for
the state dining room A remarkable
piece from the Harrison is & turkey
platter bearing a beantiful painting of a
gobbler Other pieces of tl sel are

adorned with various pletures of animals
while the vegetable dishes are ornament-
ed with paintings of different vegatables
1t was designed (or a descriptive tabh

service, 50 Lo speak.




