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HE OREGON caves in Josephine to the caves and retiirn from Grants
T county now  ars oe sible Lo Puase In one long day, dlthough two
molorists by the recent com- days' time s more practical. The
pletion of the lust eight miles of road is clearly directed by equate
road from the county road from slgns and no troubie in finding the
Holland, southwest of Grants Pass, way will be- experienced. Upon
to the mouth of the caves. This leaving Grants Pass at the south,
rogd was built by 2 goveérnment take the right-hand road, leaving
at a cost of more than $200,000 and the pavemsant. Two mlles west of
is one of the most e 2 Kearby the ¢ave road branches to
tiful of ail of ¢ : scenle high- the left, from the main Crascemt
WaLYH It terminates In a camp Ci California road
ground for motor hewn out of Regular trips through the cédves
tha =side of the oupntain at an are scheduled at 8 o'clock and 10 gl
elevation 6f 400D feit. a'cloek A, M., and at 1 g¢'clock and Rid., 3 Bl ; : : : -
id has been constructed oa 3 o'clock P, M. Other trips may he = . o IR - - - — ' R —
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in higt r all ths Private arrangement with“the con- e T,

ol and el ograded. OlsmItion Aulo Parking gmana’saoofe_ef from: the-enlronce of coves
its entire lenzth, From the foot of*. In January of the present year Bt iy - ——— m— -

the hill to tHe cnmp ground at the the federal governmment, at ‘a' cost
top the ribnd Is dug out of the side ™I §180,000, began the constructlon
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turns ond recar completed the approxi-

mutely 10 miles of modern graded

highway through the Siskiyou na-

tional forest to the entrance of the

caves, and at the present time the

state of Oregon and Josaphine coun-

ty are co-operating i the ¢on-

struction of the |'.\.:.nr‘-'!}t:;; link

Joining this new road with the

Cr snt City branch of the Macific

inter p the grade and highway. When completed this will
towering rgin  timber, on give motorists a first-clies highwiy
road, shades direct from Grante Pass to the

The ecaves caves, a distance of 52 miles.
are entirely Lighting System Planned.
present there is a bill pending
ress for the appropriation of
Way are yond seription. $30,000 to be expended in making
Caves Trip Takes Two Hours. some desirable improvements nt the
\ rip through the caves, as {f Oregon caves, among improvements L aL WO, : )
fo rennsred How, more than ctonsidered being the installation of lLower entrance [o 0"-‘6’?0’*’ Caves . A /18] a Wﬁﬁﬂw’f‘f)ff
two hours and the sightseer walks & power plant for electrically light- ! ; ot i e t on the Ieft ) who /'.'da beern n ff:!dr'(/-" of Coves for 12 YyEIrs
and o r v than a nille and a ing the caves throughout, more . : : LS ] >
Slee E have beaen placad spacious parking grounds for motor
. thouzh UtArs, a camp-site water system ' and
i lodge at or near the cave's én-
trance.

Under the provision of the forest
sarvice department and with -its
finenecinl backing during the past

woman. Covar- winter, Forest Gudrd Rowley and

: & necessity to hiz helpérs have been busy hewing

1, #nd the concessioner has out stone steps and enlarging pass-
r & nominal rentsl, Carbide ageways in: the 'caves where sngh z - n e —

creek on the mountain side Highwey -

ps are avallalle and are good, improvements could bo made with-
leal lights for the undgrground out detracting from the bealiy of

the formations,
the completion of the gov- Because of its location in Jo-
ent road  the 1iding service sephine: county, the Oregon' cdves
care of the cav wik & govern- were long locally called and in 14t-
gratuity One man was kept erature “Josephine County caves”™
on the ground, who performed the The history'of their discovery dates
functions of gulde and ecaretaker. back to August 8, 15874, when Elijah
Camp Now In Operation. Davidson, who still resldes near by
Nows nlesne e LN L G Applegate river, was' led to th

for this work Mellveen man- 1OWer entrance by a wounded bear
“ages & camp, in which tent house Whose trall he had followed from
beds are available and good meals the top of the mounthin. above.
are sarved Mollveen is 1In Three years later the bear hunteér

rge of " » service, also. ravisited the place with two com-
and a fes ts is charged. panlons and they explored the caves
It I8 the intention of the econces- OB!Y for a shori distance from the
sioner to build a hotel on the site Mmouth. On returning to civilization
of the present camp ground. Dick they told of the wondera they hsd
Rowley, who has been at the caves mcn‘_and thus told the story of the
in the employ of the government CaVes to the world.
for 11 years, ie ona of ths guides Formnations Are Dencribed.
who waits upon the visiting public. According to the Oregon bureau e - L T e R R e B . . 3

The road from Grants Pass (s of mines and geology, tha Oregon e i e : e T TIORE . Cut on the mountainside A,j-/;-wy
good macadam to Hdlland, from caves are representative of a typs - 5 ; e, 2 23 - : /
which poiut Jogephine county has of underground cavern by which i : :
built the road. Two miles ont of limestone formations are charac-
Holland thers is some desp dust, terized the world over. The geol-
which makes slow going for a while ogist would explain that marble is
Farther of toward tha new govern- only a limestone that has become

, ment roed the county Is finishing hardened and crystallized by the ac- : TS : +

the improvement of the old road to tlon of those agents in the shell of e : Lo . .!Mpm fée gfdc/f W
connect the line, and this last link. the earth—heat, pressure and cir- < > . z . “the mannia}:arde
will be finished by the middle of .culating water—that - modify the ¢ . J - - r
August, according to reports: phy¥sical condition of rocks every- ’ !

A dstour of one mile i8 now where, Caves ars formed In rocks

necessary, paralleling this com- Wwhose substance is relatively easily tibility. to- the. selvent--actlen of fromIGrants  Pass, which:serves- as.erulssouthwesterly direction over-a brings up. to Wilderville. The next Coast-raflrodd, 15 miles out from and for all the country for £0 miles

dtruction work. ® The detour I8 dissolyed away. Limestone is ths earth walers. the gateway tothat.region fromithe- levsl country for some eight’ miles, town, ‘a distance of three miles, is Grants Pals, Waters Creek lIs the

rough, In  places  steep, though most common one of thess, and A -recent visitor to:the caves has Pacific highway. He writes: * crossing the Applefute river. Then Wonder. .Two miles farther up the pearest shipping: point for the vast Hilingis River Valley on Route.

entirely passable for dny car. marble, which is but a crystalline interestingly described the' motor . ‘Leaving Grants Pass pg"th_:_;_ Pa-1 the fpgpade beglng ™ the tond fol- siréan [a Waters Creek, ithe term- reglon of the IHligols valley, which “Adter L
It s pussible (o make the trip limestone, shares this same suscep- trip 1o.tHIs néw wonder of Oregob clfic'highway, we proceed.in'a gen- lowing "Wuters creek.  “Two miles Inal of the Callfornia & UOregon lies beyond a . chain' 'of high hil
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(Concmded on Page L)




