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Trip Made In Jeweit Car,

To obtaln firsi-hand Impressions of
the now beilng dons on the
Maunt Hood loop road In Hood River
county the write with-Roy Buarnett.
sales manager of the CodoX & Gl
ocompany, Palge and Jewstt distribyg-
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of smcenic
characicr parable to the Colum-
bia river hizhway The new work
kas destrayed old grade. and =
stour |4 necessary, cars going to the
top of the loops on thes highway east
o~Hood River and thén taking a dirt
road to This detour is In
excellent aifti-

h
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From this onward up the
Hood rivér valley many views of the
new grade were sscured, particularly

poiat

¢f that sectien “which _surmounts
Booth "hill, overcoming this formid-
dhle barrier by an eany grade
Horseback Trip Made.
In order to go-over the new grading
k ‘befng done the mnational
was neécessary lo moter to
uht Hood lodge: the ~well-known
hostelry at the base.of:the monniain
miiez north of the national
forest- boundary locutad within
about a quarter of & mile of the loop
road loenmtion, and to take horses
from thers Tora T2-mile gallay ‘[n1o
the forest reserve. The old. road
which liznks up with ths new Ccon-
strudtlon in the nsational forest Is
virtually impassable to  automobiias
trpffic- at thig time, althoggh Ister
In the angupar |t probabiy wiil bs
pos=ible for ears to get into the Te-
sarve far a few miles
The eection of new construction
the Oregon forest thus' glimpsed Is
one of the most intéresting on the
entire loop road. The road: . which at
the forest boundiry is many hinired
feet above the eazt fork of the Hood
river, winds =mround the northeast
flanks of Mount Hobd, gradually de-
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scending -fute the canyon of the sast
fork wuntil the level of ‘the river Is
reached.” From this section of the
road grsat vistas are obtained which
it Is doubtful c=n be dupiicated any-
where, At several! points splendid
views ‘of Mount Hood ‘mre oblained,
while ‘gt other poicts the Hood river
villey and many aguare mliles of
Washingion can bs sesn, AL one
point on the rosd a spilend:rl view of

in an alr line. is - obtained.
many wisws of Mount
securad.

Scenic benxuties of & different char-
peter ars unfolded when the bottom
of the canyon-is reached and the road
fallows the bank of the east Tork of
the Hood river. For saveral miles
the highway I8 chiseled out of the
rock of the bank. with the torrent of
the mountain stream at one side and

while
Adams g&re

Mount Ralnler, -over 100 miles away-the towering- cliffs -on the other.

1

Sere s Sar (or Ore Brgiwey 77w Lood Frver Faliog.

Ocecasfonally - small waterfalls: come
plunging- over ths cliffs ay cne edge
of ‘the rosd.

End of New Grade Reached,

is at a point sevsral miles up
thls gorge that constructicn work Is
now golng on, the road from the
nationa] forest cntrance down to the
river and a mile or so .zlong. the
river being aiready - graded. This
summer work of grading the highway
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ofl up the canyon and to the connec-
tion -at Government camp wiil bas
pushed. The present loczilon calls
for the road following the bank of
the river for several miles more and
then gradually- elimbing out of the
canyen up the southeast bank to the
pass into the White river country
south of Mount Hood, then crossing
the White rlver ‘and eclimblng over
that watershed to & connection with
the old Batrlow road at a point a
short distance epast of CGovernment
camp.

It was June 7. 3 year ago, when
the people of Hood River county held
& bond election to conalder the ques-
tion ‘of joinlng with the stats high-
way commission on a 50-50 basis for
the construction of the valley trunk
line of the Mount Hood loop high-
way, a5 tha portion within the Hood
river wallsy kndwn, an approxi-
mate 23 miies of rgad that would not
ounly be an Important link In. the
greéatest ‘scenic highway in Ameéariea,
but would betome an orchardists’
market route for the entlre west
side, Odell, middle :valley and. upper
Hood river.-walley asctions

The bonds wers voled by thrés Lo
one &nd by June 7 this year the new
grade will be found uader way from
efid 10 end. As & reanit of the §350,000
dond ls=ue, the Hood river wvalley
proper has never wiinsased euch an
sctivity of -road. construction =a is
at- present in progreas, The {runk
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line grade is being built in thres
units, the total of the thres contracts
resching $243,059.50,

Three Contracts Are Let.

Late _last fall Joplin & Eldin,
Poriland contractors, wers awardad
for $54,546.60 the contraoct for cutting
the new grade from the Rhoades
ranch, in the Odell section, around
the west side of Booth hill Into tle
upper valley, a fraction over fiva
miles. It was asnticipated that tha
work would ba largely finlshed dur-
ing ths winter, Heavy snows and
continued low temperatures, how-
ever, kapt the winter camp insctive.
Another delay was met with in the
discovery of huge boulder formations,
where ordinary earth excavation was
expectad, The contractors are
equipped with a small steam shovel
which Wil not handls the largs
bouiders without blasting. Weork on
the Booth hill section will ba drawn
out through the summer as B resul!

Simultaneowsiy last wintar the
highway ocmmission awarded con-
tracts on the other two units, E. A
Webster, for $114,352, was gilven the
sward for bullding ths 6.8-mile grade
from the lotersectlion with the Colum-
bia river highway Jjust east of Hood
river, to +the Odell district. The
Johnson Construction company s
bullding the 12 miles from the middia
velley (o the bounds of the Oregon
national forest. The flgures of the
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