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'7 THEATERS CLOSED
IN WASHINGTON, D. C.

KNICKERBOCKER .TRAGEDY 1S5
CAUSE OIF ACTION,

Board of 5 Enginecrs Condemns
Huildlng:'. After

Careful Inspection,

Making

Feb., 18—
the New

WASHINGTON, D. C,
theaters, \ncluding
el and Poll's, two of the prin-
ipal playhouses {n the natlonal capi-
were ordered tonight by
IL';1-.- board of commissioners, govern-
ing body of District of Columbia,

The order was lasued after an In
spection of playhouses in the district
had heed completed by a board of five
engineers. The inspection grew out
of the recent coliapse of the Knicker-
bocker theater, which cost the lives
or B8 poersons.

Other theaters closad were the Met-
ropolitan, Columbia, Marylond and
Foraker, motion-picture houscs, and
the Cosmos, vaudeville and motion
pletures. The Metropolitan and the
Columbla are two of the larger down-
town theaters, The former iz owned
by the Crandall company, which also
owned the Knlckerbocker.

The report of the engineers on
which the order was issued was not
made publie, but members sald that
“in most cases" structural weakness
and inudequate fire protection had
been dlisclosed by their investigation.

In Issulng the ordsr tonight, com-
missloners did not communicate the
datails of the weaknesses to the the-
ater owners, but it was explalned
that these would be glven them soon,
a0 i could take action. Some
commissioners estimated it would be
several months, possibly midsummer,

Seven

e
| tal closed

ey

biefere some of the theaters could
reojien,

" In one case, It was added, an en-
tive new roof would have to be con-
strocted, while® in other cases bal-
¢ would have (o be strength-
oned In another case, it was sald,
the =pace under a stage had been

found filled with loose papers, greatly
inereasing the fire hazard.

brought in early this week, and reoc-

ommending that the entire building
code of the distriet be revised -and
jthat “theaters and public places™ be

closed wintdl their safety was assured

Bafory issuing ite closing order the
COmnissloners :ii‘f&ﬂ.erl and adopted a
new bullding regulation authorizing
the closing of such places wheére ex-
amidnation Ead disclosed structural
winhnosscs or inadequate fira pro-
Liaelion

'SCHOOL DANCE ASSAILED

Offictal

University Says Students

Have Become Licentious.

Feb, 1&—"Llcen-
luxuriousness” have
into the schools of the patlon

dent d which must
to' be a solution
¢ MOoTAd 'l!l'r'I»I.l-[!l llf the country.
Wiilinm Hudson of the Uni-
versity of Missouri declared today In

LADISON,
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11 there

Jay

addressing o teuchers association
meeting.

“We come upon a rTeign of
! moral s apd debauchery,” Dr.

“Students dance as peo-
allowed to dance In the
20 years ago, There ls
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\HARDING WOULD SEE FETE

President Hopes to Attend Festival

| Worsl

o heathe

iren

in Portland.

| THE OREGONIAN NEWE BUREAU,
D. C., Feb
ng told Senator MeNary to-

Washington, 18 —Presi-

nt Hardl

The specdinl Invitation extended by
MeNary came from H. K
director’ of * the Whitney
| boys' chorus, who urged the president
to wigit Portiland at that time and
hear a chorus of 2000 boys which Mr.

Senuntor

Wh

1Y,

a.featore of
in 1025,

| unlon, a=
exposition

that he hoped either to attend|
the Rose Festival at Portland or ap-
polnt i representative.

W hitney proposed to Increase 1o 20,000

|

BOSTON DISMAYED
BY OWN DEPRAVITY

Labyrinth of Corruption
Revealed in Probe. .

BLACKMAIL TOTALS MILLIONS

District Attorneys of Two
Counties Involved.

POLICE COME OUT CLEAR

Higher Oifficials, However, Use

Women of Underworld to En-
snare Wealthy Men.

BY EDMUND HART.

(Coprright, 1822, by The Oregonian.)

BOSTON, Feb. 18.—(Special.)—In
the days when the muckraker+-thrived
pleturing the moral and political deg-
radation of other great American
cities, Boston leaned back complac-
ently and thanked the good Lord that
she  was others werse. But
timeg have changed and now reformed
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia and
San Francisco may point the finger of
scorn at the Hub of the Universe,
writhing in its own shame and cor-
| ruption.

Boston's condition today ig pitiable
Her troubles are not alone political
and fnancial. It haas been recently
brought to Hght that u coterie of un-
principled lawyers, working in collu-

s

not

Charles Keller, the engi-| ., with the district sttorneys of the
nedr copnmiasloner, representing “”‘:ﬁurluuhdll!g counties of SBuffolk and
wir department on the distriet £0V-| g agieupx-—the former f @emocrat and

; board, sald that about tenf. . jyiter a republlcan—have for

s were I"_"”'g examined, years carrled on 4 system of biack-

e “"_t“"“ of the district C')mmlé-lm;ul on # scale hardly bellevable,
sioners, iL was polnted out, was inf|..cnio uo o million from the dupes.
ling with a recommendation of the| -
coroner's jury In its findings on the! Underworld Women Hired.
Knickerbocker theater disaster, The “plunderound” employed at-

tractive women of the underworld to
ensnare wealthy men. They ulso had
on thelr staff “injured™ husbands wnd
fake detectives, to appear in
gensationnl raids,
by Lthe gang, whnein evidence was man-
ufactured to be used 1p loreitened
suits, DMost of their wicfims sertfou
rether than face” shame of publicity,
for wmounts ranging Lrond §1o0,0u0U Lo

1

ready

F100,u0u,

I the man 'or the womin in the
case refuséyd to “come aoross” they
were tnrentened with indletment ana
& public wmal., ‘the leaders of the
crowd stood in witn itne prossculing

oifficinis wnd ey seemed o be dole
L the ‘distriet attorney and the
great power ol his office to foree pay
ment of huge counsel fees, which the
evildoers divided. The Boston police
have come out of thé dirty mess with
clean hands, but et lenst one high po-
{ice etficinl of Cambridge was unpli-
cated aod bas been dismissed romw the
force,

usoe

Law VYiolators Also Bled.

Automoblile thieves, highwaymen,
plunderers of widows udnd ur;fjl:i.m;
defaulters, fake stock promoters of
the Yonzl type, Including Ponzi him-
self, whu muleted the public to the
tune of millions in & few months, were
allowed to go fres, provided they set-
tled with the "plunderbund.” In some
instanoks, |t was brought out in the
trinls of the district attorneys, traps-
gressors were steered up agalnst the
gung und “shaken down™ for thou-
sands of thetr ill-gotten gains:

Two years ago there was o lvely
contest for the republiean nomination
for attorney-general of Massachusetls
The “plunderbund” wag active against
the nomination of the successful can-
didate, John Weston Allen of Newton,
a Yale graduate who had worked his
way through college,

Mr, Allen was not long in office be-
fore he began Lo move on the gang
| Hig tirst bombshell, which hit the cen-
ter of theirr camp, was the appoint-
1(;.--“[ of Henry F. Hurlbut, a promj.
| nent democriat and one of the leadine

volces, representing every state In Lthe blawyers of Bostorn, us & special deputy
the Portland

to investigate why sutomobllé thicves

'HOPES ARE RENEWED

planned sou Limed

IN DRIVE FOR CHEST

RECANVASS OF PHYSICIANS
WILL BEGIN AT ONCE.

All Occupational Gronps to Be
Combed This Week in Hope of
Raising Full Quota.

Hope of raisineg the full quota of
the community chest—3708,777—was
ronewed at headquarters yesterday
because of the wigorous manner in
which the doctors’ committee, Dr.
Alan Welch Smith chalirman, s set-
ting about its work of recanvassing
that professional group.

“All the committes wants,' sald
Dr.”Bmith to Generai Robert E. Smith
yesterday, ‘Us complele Information
and instructions, and wa will do the
rest. You can go away and forget it
g0 far sas we are concerned. Glve
your time to other phases of the
chest campaign, but we will canvass
our own group. I will include in my
committee work just the regular allo-
pathie and homeopathic physicians of
the clify, and we can asgsure you of
results.”

“If other groups of the city will do
equally as well as the doctors™ sald
General Smitn, “thers will be no
question about ralsing our budgat.

"The doctors, too, have explalned
that we have not realized, perhaps,
tho setback the campalgn received in
Its earlier stages because of the pre-
viiling slckness. Grippe and @olds
attacked both workers and prospects,
with very bad effects upon the drive.
We hope the peak of thls condition
has passed.”

Many physlclans of the city have
told Dr. Smith that they were out of

'ENGAGED DAUGHTER

WORRIES McCORMICKS

FAMILY TO DISCUSS DECISION
OF 16-YEAR-OLD GIRL.

Millionaire President of Harvester

Company Is to Consider Giv-
ing His Consent.

CHICAGO, ¥Feb. 18,—Miss Mathilde
MeCormick, 16-vear-old daughter of
Harold ¥, MceCormick, milllonalre
president of the Internatipnal Har-
vester company, may £noy tomorrow
whether she i3 to have her father's
comnsent to marry Max Oser, 48-year-
old proprietor of a Zuorich, Switzer-
land, riding academy. *

Tonight an “armistice” was in ef-
fect between father end daughter.

Mr. MeCormick came home from
New York this afternoon to talk mat-
ters over with Miss Mathilde, but the
dlgeussion probably will be held at a
family councll at Lake Forest tomor-

row morning at the home of Mr, M-:»-l

Cormglck’s mother.

“We haven't talked it over Yyet,”
Mr. McCormick said tonight, “in fact
we have agreed on & sort of armistice
for the present'

To reporters who boarded his trajn
in the suburbs, Mr. McCormick said:

“Aaything I have to say, I will say
through my daughter, when the time

comes. I don't know how much au-
fhority fathers heve nowadays In
these matters, Of course she has

spent half her lifs In Switzerland,
and they handlie these things differ-
ently ovér there.' ]
He indicited Miss Mathllde's regard
for her rlding master was not news
ts the family, but the publleity had

(Conciuded on Page 10, Column 2.)

(Coneluded on Fage 10, Column 4.)
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Judge Sends Resignation
to President Harding.

DUTIES ARE TOO STRENUOUS

Time to Be Devoted to Job as
Head of Baseball.

DOCKET TO BE CLEARED

Night Sessions of Court to Be Held.
Retirement Delayed Because

of Criticism,

CHICAGO, Febh. 18.—Tudge Kencsaw
Mountain Landls will end his 17 yvears
of service on the federal bench on
March 1, to devote his entlre time to
his duties as gational commissioner
of baseball, he announced today, when
he forwarded his resignation to Preal-
dent Harding.

For the last 15 months Judge Lan-
dis hus held both positions, drawing
$90,000 2 year from organized base-
ball, less the $7500 salury he received
as federayl judge,

At the time he took up his duties
s baseball's dictator, he was offered
a contract for §560,000 a year, but in-
sisted that ps long as he remained
on the bench the amount of his sal-
Ary aa judge be deducted from the
total pald him by baseball, The con-
tract was for seven years,

Judge Pressed for Time.

“There are not enough hours in the
duy for these activities," Judge Lan-
{ls declared In announcing his reslg-
nptlon. “Thers isn't time enough to
do everything. I've worked hard. I've
been gelting up at 5 o'clock In the
morning and have had to go without
lunch for two weeks."

Informed that it had been rumeored
that he hud been advised by his physi-
clan to go south for & rest, he
stapped out: “I will takg no vacation.
I will continue st-the B8 I am net
going south.” it

He added that he would hold night
gessions of his court to eclear his
docket beford his reslgnation takées
effect.

l'riﬂrl'nm Delays Resignation,

Accarding to his friends, Judge
Lomidig intended to resign the judge-
ship shortly after he accepted the
post as dictator of erganized base-
ball, but delayed becnuge of coriti-
¢lsm of his action. At that tinft hea
was quoted as saying that he would

not resign onder fire

Senator Dial had attacked the
judge because of the latter's state-
ment that bank officluls sometimes
were responsible for ‘robberles by
boys becauss they did not pay ade-
quate sualaries, Senatory Dilal and
Repregentative Welly of Ohlo later
brought Impeachment proceedings

agalnst the judge, the representative
basing his case on the fact that two
jobs were held by the judge. Both
cases were dropped.
Comment Made on Low Pay.

Shortly before the Dalton robbery,
In which the loot was nearly $750,000
in liberty bonds, Judge Landls had
made some remurks about the low
salaries which he sald were paid to
bank erks Thi= was in the case of
A young Ottawea, Lk, bank clerk who
had attempted to steal §50,000 from
the bank where he worked.

marks he , was wldely quoted by
newspapers throughout the country.

After the Daltony robbery some
newspapers quotéed Dalton as saying

LANDIS TO LENE

!+ THE OREGONIAN INA

When Judge Landly made the re-|

PANAMA CANAL GUNS |
ARE FAR OUT OF DATE

MODERN “'.-\“SII%I’S ARE ABLE
SAFELY TO BOMBARD ZONE,

Hostile Fleet Counld Attack and
Stay Out of Range at Same
Time, Experts Declare,

WASHINGTON, D. C, Feb. 13—

(By the Assoclated Press)—Guns In
existing defenses of the Panama
cansl are outranged thousands of
yards by the rifies of forelgn war-
ships now afloat, it is regarded by
the military experts as wholly pos-
sible that a hostile fleet of modern
ships could lay off the Pacific en-
trance forts, far out of range, and
pound the defenses to pleces at their
leisure without risk to themselves.
Joint army and navy maneuvers,
planned for this winter, but aban-
doned becausa of necessary retrench-
ment, was expected, it was learned to-
day, to have demonstrated this weak-
ness of the canal defenses in strik-
ing fashlon.
Coasts on the Pacific side of tha
big waterway were to have been the
object of attack by the comblned fleet
a8 one phase of the war game., The
purpose was to test in simulated war
conditions the adequacy of the de-
fense and to obtain further data for
their modernization.

Under the naval limitatlon treaty
the maximum elze of guns on existing
or future ecapital shipa iz to be
limited to a 16-inch weapon. It 18’
to be expected, many offlcials eald,
that ag replacement proceeds on the
treaty scohedule, g1l capital ships will
come to he equipped with guns of
approximately that size and power,

The canal fortifications were planned
When even the British 15-inch naval

ifle was in an experimentn] stages,
Since then both American and Japa-
nese navies have gone to the 16-inch.

Warshlps designed since the hattle
of Jutland have recelved greatly in-
creased gun elevations uand conse-
quently greater tangze., They deliver
what 15 in a restricted sense high
angle fire that always has been pe-
culiarly effective agalnsy fixed fortl-
fications

Army experts have
account in plas

taken thls Into
Ing modernization of

the canal forts. Thelr answer iz to
equip the forts with batteries equal
in power and range to the largest
gun that under the treaty can be
mounted aflont. With the statlonary
base from which to fire and the far

better means of range determination

and sighting which are available
ashore, they estimate that hostile
eraff could be kept at arm's length

JELAY OF GENOW
EaSHON ASSURED

Fall of Italian Cabinet
Causes Postponement.

NEAR EAST ALSO TO WAIT
)
Important Meeting of Foreign
Ministers Delayed.

FRANCE TAKES NO STEPS

Liloyd George Is Declared to Want
Series of Gentlemen’s Agree-
ments-Over Borders,

BY JOSEFH W. GRIGG,.

(Copyright by tha New York Worid, Pub-
lished by Arrangoment.)
LONDON, Feb. 15—(Special oa-

ble.)—With the collapse of the Itai-
lan government it |s pow a foregone
conciusion that the Genoa conference
will be postponed for at least a
month and., what i{s more, that the
all-important mesting of the foreign
ministers of Great Britaln, ¥Franes
and Italy to conslder the urgent near-

east question will have to be da-
ferred,

It was the desire of the British
government to have the Turkish

treaty problem taken up without de-
lay. It appeared & week ago that
the mesting of ministers -would be
ararnged for a time when It would be
In progress during the Genoa pnrley.
Franee Takes No Steps,

Meanwhile s conference of allled
experts the agenda of the Geona
conference is scheduled for next week,
but France has not yet made 4 move
to show whether or not she means
to send 'her experts to London,

On the contrary, Insplred attacks
are appearing in the French press,
which declare that the British gov-
ernment has ignored the note from
Premler Polncare, which proposed a
three months' delay of the Genoa con<

on

without difficulty,
The situatipn was

Erenn

Club Disbands When Vice-
President Elopes.

PINE BLUFF, Ark. Feb
Boys' Progressive club, organized
discourage yoiuths from having deal-
ings with bob-halred, short-skirted
wirls, disbanded yesterday.

Lilbury Redding, its vice-president
eloped with Besglé McLellan, 18.

Boys’

18.—The

preessssssssss sttt
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RATES BUSINESS-NEWS
SERVICE OF HIGH
CLASS.

B L e e o o

Beginning today, The Ore-
gonian publishes the business
and financial news service of
the Philadelphia Ledger News
Bureau, recognized as the best
of its kind. Features of the
service include a daily Wall-
street review from New York
by Monitor, a tri-weekly busi-
ness letter by Richard Spil-
lane, a weekly cabled London
review of business conditions
by Francis T. Hirst and weekly
or ser;'ni‘weekl_v reports from
local points oh conditions in
all the big industries of Amer-
ica, Canada, the West Indies

that he had committed hisx robbery 1 5

because he felt, through Judge Lan- and Hawaii, It is, altogether,

*dis' remarks, that nothing would be a business-news service par

!dnuol Lo h:;n‘ hflml‘i n:\'ur sald this excellence, and in Portland

and later, In a slgned statement, said ) . 5

that he had never before heard of only _Thﬂ Oregonian will

Juige Landly’ remarks. The story have it.

had spread, however, and the judge ant s PPN
{(Concluded on FPage 10, Column 1.) _ — ——

BOBBED HAIR BAN IS OFF

ta |
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understood al-|
ready to have been presented to cor.-l

ference and asked that many detalls
of the agenda ba made oleur,

In the highest quarters here, it was

serted agaln today that the British
had no Intentlon of an-
ng Premler Polncare's note, and

was added that the French govern-
ment had been Informed that the
whole thing was a matter for the &x-
perts to consider.

As [ have already polnted out, there
i% & formidable difference in the Brit-
1 and French poaition on the Genoa
conférs

governmen't

sSWer

nce. The French are playing
for delay, ping that the conference
wiil not be heid at all, whila Premier
Linyd Georze stands squarely for it
believing that now Is the time to

to br

about European paclfication

Azreements First Step,
firegy =tep in hie programine Is
a r of “"gentlemen's
ngreements’ between different groups
of slutes inviolability of fron-
tlers For example, Lloyd George
would not have Rus
1 » antiagr, but

The

procure

guarantes

o have the

antea the Russian frontier.

v ich have sought &ll ulong to
Ii;_:u'.t. British ltherence to a pact
which would Ruarantee the
Polish frontler t Russisns
One of the c¢hlef grievances of
France' concerning the Genoa confer-
ence was that soviet Russia was

coming into it without giving & guar-

antea beforehand that she would he
responsibile for all the financial ob-
lgationg of the czarist regime. But
pow the Britlsh suspect that France
is conducting some underground
pourparlers with HRuesia whileh are
stimulated, probably, by Frehch |n-

dustrial magnates who fear that the

Freneh polley toward Russin will
have |solated France when It comea
to obtalp conceéssizpary advantages
in Russia.

It is nmow clearly understood hers
that America wili prol ¥y not take

any active part enoa confers
ence while the X States Benate
has under conside the treaties
formulated at the arms conference
(Conciuded o Page 3, Column 2.)
e v - ~
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THOUGHT
\ YoN WERE
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F LLOXD CECGRGE RES\GNS
WHO WILL FALL #\S SROES?T

WH EAT

TAKES BIS JUMP.
(NEWS \TEM)

= PICTORIAT, CHRONICLES OF THE NEWS, BY CARTOONIST PERRY. ' .
(2)UT OF THE HOITITAL ; ‘ \\éu\\s WICHT MARE.
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