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IHVMIIINS A.I I.IQIOR.
A recent questionnaire conducted

by the Journa! of the American
Medical" Association, the official
publication of the chief organization
of physicians in the United States,
leveals a surprising division of opin-
ion upon the question whether alco-
holic liquors are. "necessary thera-

peutic agents" In the practice of
medicine. As to the use of whisky in
certain instances,' there Is a slight
majority In the affirmative: but

' opinion is rather strongly inclined
against the value of beer and wine.
In brief, the .voto was: For the use
of whisky as a remedial .agent, 51
per. cent; against, 4 9 per cent; wine,
68 pr rent no, 32 per cent yes;
beer, 74 per sent no; 26 per cent yes.
The returns' represent the. opinions
of 31,115 physicians, or 21. per cent
of the entire number in the United
States. ' . v

The large majority (n gainst beer
and wine' would seem to be con-
clusive,' so far 'as it goes; of the
medical view that alcohol ls desir-
able, if at all, .as a temporary stimu-
lant rather than as the constituent
of a health-buildin- g beverage. But
the. Journal also calls attention to
thi fact that the whole question is a
scientific one, which cannot be de-
termined by resolutions or by votes.
The value 'of, mere opinion, . never-
theless, depends upon a different
phase df the issue. For while It un-
doubtedly is true that the physi-
ological effects of alcohol can be de-
termined in the laboratory only, yet
the practice of therapeutics Involves
a broader application; it consists In
adaptation of laboratory findings to
the knowledge and temperament,
and above all, the experience of the
practitioner. The Individual physi-
cian obtains best results from the
agencies with which he is most fa-

miliar as the consequence of obser-
vation; a certain conservatism is al-

most always exhibited by those who
have obtained "results from a spe-
cific drug. The number of those
who may have noticed 'a quick
sponse, at .leust superficially and
sometimes psychologically, to the
administration of a welcome potion
must in the aggregate be very large.

It 'is noted, too, in the summary of
the questionnaires that "the medical
profession is made up of human be-
ings" which some of us already
have suspected "and that many are
liable to look at this matter as much
from the social, moral and political
point of view as from the medical
and scientific aspects." So it Is that
the question, "Have any instances
occurred in your own practice in
which unnecessary suffering or
death has resulted from enforce-
ment of the prohibition laws? elicits
an almost ludicrously wide variety
of response. Only 22 per cent re-
ported having seen such cases; 78
per cent said that they had not done
so. Hut the reasons ascribed by the
minority are sometimes disconcert-
ing. Some answers were received
from physicians who admitted that
they were prescribing whisky under
the authority of the federal permits
but nevertheless had observed cases
of suffering resulting from law en-
forcement. Here It would seem to
be desirable to make more than the
usual allowance for the human fac-
tor entering Into 'the reply, as we
should be Inclined also to do In the
Instances of physicians residing in
cities who place emphasis on the
value of whisky as an antidote for
snake tjlte. . There are few if any
snakes in the large, towns outside of
the zoological gardens, anil It Is Im-
probable that snake bite "occurs very
often in the practice of the average
city doctor. Here It may be that the
teachings of the college textbooks,
not all of which have abandoned
whisky therapy In venom poisoning,
iave been followed without much

regard for the experience of the
"physicians themselves.

It Is apparent that the matter "has
not yet been reduced to a scientific
basis. What reason, for example,
could there be why country prac-
titioners should record a decidedly
stronger vote against all forms of
alcohol than their city brethren, 68
per cent of the vote In the cities be-
ing In the affirmative as to the value
of whisky, while only 46 per cent of
country doctors are of the same
opinion? Or for the decidedly
higher proportion of negative votes
In the country as to beer and wine?
Or why the majority of the physi-
cians of thirty-tw- o i large cities
should indorse whisky while the
niajorify in eighteen cities Is against
If? The contradictions revealed by
the questionnaire Intrinsically pos-
sess human Interest quite apart from
their scientific bearing.

The physicians of four cities noted
for the manufacture of beer Chi-
cago, St. Louis, Milwaukee and

appear not to have been
convinced of the therapeutic value
of beer, the vote In the negative be-

ing as high as 99 to 9 In Cincinnati,
while opinion more favorable to beer
is recorded in towns which have had
no particular association with the
consumption of malt liquors. In
California, which is
the wine state of the Union, 812
stated, that they have not found the
use of wine advisable, while to only
415 was it useful in their practice.
It la at least a plausible assumption
that the whisky vote in the larger
titles may have been influenced by
the circumstance that, since the per!
capita consumption of ulcohol In

cities is admittedly larger than in
the country, physicians' In such lo'-
calities com in contact with a
larger proportion of patients who
acutely show the effects of depriva-
tion. But the rule would mm not
to hold good as to beer and wine.
Withdrawal of beer from the

or wine from the Cali-fornia-

has ,not warranfed, it
seems, a similar conclusion.

Some capital undoubtedly will be
made of the use of the word "neces-
sary" in the questionnaire. The
editors"of the Journal anticipate this
hy stating that they had given the
subject considerable thought and
had been influenced in "their deter- -

Jmination by the language of the na- -
tional prohibition act, wherein It I
stated that "no physician shall pre-
scribe liquor unless after careful
physical examination ... he in
good faith believes that the use of
such liquor Is necessary." "Advis-
able" and "desirable" are perhaps as
much too mild as "necessary" is too
strong; yet, as the editors point out,
necessary does not 'mean Indispen-
sable, and it is perhaps as close to
the purpose of the questionnaire as
one might hope to come.

The character of
the Inquiry has been emphasized;
the questionnaire is nevertheless of
value as a social study. For illustra-
tion, a Portland physician who says
that he Is opposed to prohibition de-

clares that he would rather "get
along without liquor in my practice
than be bothered with 'well' pa
tients who want It," and a Medford
doctor declares that "the only need
for alcohol is when a rapidly le

stimulant is called for, and
even then I believe that every indi-
cation can be met by a suitable hy-
podermic injection." Kvidently it
will requite some years to eliminate
human predilections from the equa-
tion and reduce the subject to a
cold issue of laboratory and clinical
determination.

18 THE FARTI.Nt; OF THE WAYS IN
SICiHT?

(From The Oregonian. Dec. 7. 1920.)
It is an Interesting fact, but it may

be hoped that it is not ominous, that
the three presidents who have had
bitter and memorable .controversies
with congress particularly the sen-
ate had been members of the sen-
ate. They were Jackson, Tyler and
Johnson.

The feud between Jackson and
the senate over the? charter of the
United States bank reached such un-
exampled bitterness that the senate,
unable to overcome his vetoes by the
necessary two-third- s vote,- de-
nounced the president in a resolution
of censure which was expiyiged
from the record, several years later,
when the heat of the long struggle
had to an extent subsided.

John Tyler, elected
as a Whig, became president through
Harrison's death, and got into 'al-
most immediate trouljle with the
Whig majority in congress, led by
Henry Clay. By his vetoes he
divided and all but destroyed the
Whig party, with which his connec-
tion was only casual and for which
his sympathy was never marked.

Andrew Johnson 'was a senator
from 1857 to 1862, and, becoming
prerident with Lincoln's death, fell
out with congress, which impeached
him and he escaped removal by only
one vote (thirty-fiv- e ayes, nineteen
nays, one short of the necessary
two-third-

President Harding can get along
with congress by letting the senate
have its way. But he will not get
along with the people by surrender
of his rightful prerogative. It is not
too much to hope that he will satisfy
both" the senate and the people.

t.
WORKING THEIR WAY.

If seventy-nin- e of a class of 117
high school graduates earn $57,849
in four years while attending school,
it Is clear that the strain on several
parental purses hns thereby Jjeen
materially relieved, but the more
important fact Is that these young
students were so in earnest in their
desire to obtain an education that
they were willing to work for It. It
is doubtful if the record is surpassed
by the "good old days" about which
the pessimists like to talk, before
the world had gone to the bow wows
and our youngsters fallen irreclaim-
able victims to joy and jazz.

We have a mental picture of these
same young men and young women
working their way through college,
too. Opportunities for just that kind
of young people thrust themselves
upon attention. There is a kind of
unwritten rule at some of our Insti-
tutions of higher learning that the
young matriculant Is not encouraged
to begin his college life with less
than $75 In cash in pocket, that be-
ing a kind of irreducible minimum
for comfort and all that, but there
are youngsters who pay no a'ttention
to the caution, and by hard work and
close application and some self-deni- al

contrive to get through.' They
usually do it with honors, tqo. The
world is In a conspiracy to help boys
and girls who show that they are
trying to help themselves.

Our grandfathers were all right,
but not all the human virtues died
with them. There probably has
never been a time in the history of
the world when more youths were
willing to pay the price of success
than now.. The high school figures
to which allusion has been made are
typical of the youth of the country
as a whole. ,

. FASTENING THE DOOR OPEN,
Secretary of State Hughes Is giv-

ing a good, practical illustration of
"open covenants openly arrived at."
He is not content with adoption by
all the powers represented at the
Washington conference of the Root
resolutions on the open door to
China. He pins them down, to ob-
servance of those resolutions in prac-
tice by proposing a permanent or-
ganization to keep the door open and
to prevent blocking of the doorway.
He also proposes that all treaties
and contracts, secret as well as open,
be placed on record' as public docu-
ments. Thus he hunts secret diplo-
macy from Its favorite haunts in the
orient.

This is sound business sense ap-
plied to statesmanship. Agreement
on principles is not enough, for in-

genious and unscrupulousapoliticians
and business men can construe a
principle to permit that which It for-
bids. In order that the principle of
the open door may be a living force
there must be some impartial means
of determining its application " to
each case that artses," of keeping its
construction consistent. and of
bringing, to account any person or
nation who violates it.

This and the publication of trea- -

ties are the surest safeguards against .

assression, therefore of peace. Se- -

I
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creqy naturally raises suspicion that
'a treaty contains a menace graver
than it actually I and it leaves a

! way open for disputed construction
or for acts of bad faith on the part
of nations signing a treaty, whereas

(publicity closes that way by.expos--;
lng to public judgment all acts bear
ing on It. Statesmen are restrained
from shady acts by the fact that
yie world is watching and sees how
their acts square with their pub-
lished pledges.'

If these latest successes of ,5lr.
Hughes bad been won twenty years
ago they would alone have been
considered enough to establish his
fame, but they have been over-
shadowed by the bold stroke with
which he won his first triumph at
the conference.' That assemblage
has proved the truth of the saying
that nothing succeeds like success,
for his initial success made each
la:er one easier. . He won the confi

dence and admiration of the dele-
gates at the outset and has since
won It in increasing measure until
they are now ready to follow his
lead with slight question. He has
reinstated the United States as leader
amohg nations a place wuhich It
temporarily abandoned during the
league controversy.

THE WAR. ON MALARIA.
The recent announcement from

Puris'that the Academy of Medicine
has elected an English scientist. Sir
Ronald Ross, a foreign associate is a
reminder that Ross was one of the
first to carry out experiments as a
result of which the principle of ma-
laria extermination was discovered.
It Is a striking commentary on the
rapid advancement made by medical
science within less than half a cen-
tury that more has been accom-
plished as to malaria in that time
than had been achieved in the pre-
ceding 2000 years since the ancients
first began to suspect the association
of the malady with swampy places
and to surmise that Insects might
have somethingto do with Its spread.

For almost two centuries the
world relied on cinchona for the re-
lief of malaria Tut did not measur-
ably reduce the incidence of the
disease because nothing ot its funda-
mental cause was known. Scientific
research as we now know It is the
creature of but comparatively few
years. But the great discovery made
by Laveran in 1880, that- malaria
was due to millions of minute animal
parasites not bacteria each living
within one of the red blood cor-
puscles, was followed in rapid suc-
cession by others, and finally by the
revelations of Ross In 1897 that cer
tain species of mosquitoes were the
carriers. This discovery, confirmed
by American investigators working
independently, was the beginning of
the solution of the problem of mak-
ing the tropics habitable and of re-
ducing the mortality rate from this
one cause in the temperate zone.

Since that time the problem of
conquering malaria, has been social
and mechanical rather than medical.
It has been demonstrated that, given
the will to do the work with thor-
oughness, nearly any community can
find the means, which are compara-
tively simple. The. latter consist of
drainage by which stagnant pools
are reclaimed an expedient which
the ancients did not think of adopt-
ing and the disinfection of all
places which might harbor germ- -
oarrylng Insects. .For- it is known
that without the carrier the disease
does not spread, and that the carrier
can be controlled by any people who
think the effort worth their-whil-

- rir.riF.RAI. 51TKRV1HION OF WIVES,
The campaign instituted by Rep

resentative Johnson 'of Washington
against the multiplication of useless
government publications took a pe-
culiarly interesting turn ffhen that
statesman discovered a pamphlet is-

sued by the federal board of voca-
tional education In a purported ef-
fort to promote .the education of
farmers" wives. The pamphlet is a
"Diary of Home-Makin- g Activities."
Five thousand copies have been
printed, to be sent to a "representa-
tive" list of women in the agricul-
tural districts with the purpose to
ascertain just what women do on the
farm. It is the apparent hope of tire
heads of the board to plan a course
of education, based on a tabulation
of many diaries of farmers' wives,
that will make them more efficient
in their work.

Two sets of diaries are suggested.
In one the housewife would ' set
down just what she does at various
hours during the day. In the other
It is proposed that she shall tell what
she thinks about what she is doing.
For the benefit of those who maj
never have kept a diary the follow-
ing outline ot the first and simpler
one is suggested:

Saturday. November S 6:30 to 7, dressed
self: waked husband; opened doors and
windows downstairs; prepared breakfast,
7 to 7::to, ate breakfast: planned evening
party with husband; called children, 7:30
to 8. dressed baby; combed Alice's hair;
helped Billy put on his overalls: gave
children breakfast. 8:30 to H. put kitchen
and dining room in order. 9 to 0:10 gave
baby his bath and planned luncheon and
dinner. 9:30 to 10. put house in order. 10
to 10:30, gathered pe&s out of the garden.
10:30 to 12. minded baby; mended hus-
band's shirt; hunted hie tie: washed. and
ironed waist. 12 to l. gave children lunch-
eon. 1 to 1:30, Inquired About sick neigh-
bor; planned the Afternoon for the chil-
dren; punished Billy for hurting Alice.,

No less careful directions are
given for the form of the second or
more Intimate personal record. For
example, after breakfast at 9:30, to
be exact the following entry might
appear: "Lay flat on my back and
read the paper. Did it because I was
tired and curious to read the news
and had finished the morning rou-
tine." There is nothing like expliclt-nes- s

In matters like these. But one
suspects that reading the newspaper
because one is curious to learn the
news Is not particularly uncommon.
"Wrote a letter to a library student,"
Is another specimen entry. "Helped
our chameleon change his skin."
And so on." An Introduction accom-
panying the questionnaire beseeches
the recipient to- sit down three or
four times a day and make a note of
everything she has been doing, even
things of no importance. "They
seem little to you," It explains, "but
multiplied they become large."

It was disclosed the other day in
the course of the organization of a
woman's auxiliary of the national
farm bureau federation that farm-
ers' wives are beginning to manifest
a desire to be left more to their own
devices. Evidently the government
does not propose to let them alone.
If (which we think is a violent as-
sumption, considering the experi-
ence most folks have with diaries)
a representative number of 'replies
are received, it is proposed to "or-
ganize a curriculum for educating
young girls along the line of what
most women have to do, according i

to the reports. The explanation j

, was obtained by Mr. Johnson from
an attache of the vocational educa- -
tional board. Representative Walsh
of Massachusetts, in the course of a
discussion of the subject on the floor
of the house, suggested that, since
the diary might conceivably include
mention of having "spanked Willie
every morning," the resulting cur-
riculum would have to include In-

struction in this important particu-
lar of the duties that "most women
have to do."

Nor Is the picture as
as might appear. The paternalism
of the new order knows no bounds.
Mr. Johnson's protest against the
pamphlet as a useless publication is
submerged by exposure of the ab-

surdity of the new plan.

STILL HCNTINO THAT 17 CENTS.
In his letter published in another

column Public Service Commissioner
Corey still insists that Portland pa,ys
the eastern Oregon farmer too little
for his wheat compared with prices
either at Pendleton or Chicago,
though he seems to have dropped 17
cents a bushel as the amount that
the farmer is underpaid. He finds
that $1.0S is paid at Portland when
the price should be $1.1 34, and
that Portland dealers pay 93 cents
at Pendleton when they should pay
97 cents.

This Is how thefigures work out
on a cargo of 4000 tons of white
wheat to be shipped about the end
of January c. 1. f. Dublin at a price
equivalent to $1.32 a bushel at that
port. London broker's commission
reduces that price to $1.31; ocean
freight .at 18 cents reduces It farther
to $1.13; marine Insurance cuts off
half a cent more; Portland dock
charges, about which Mr. Corey
quite forgot, cut off 3 cents more,
leaving $1.09. From that deduct
11 cents freight from Pendleton and
there remains 98 cents as against
93 ce'nts paid to the farmer, but Mr.
Corey also forgot to allow for coun
try warenouse citargts, ivmcn vri
age 4 cents, mat leaves ine
dealer only 1 cent margin. Out of
this he must pay any loss or differ-
ence in weight between the country
warehouse in Oregon and the port of
delivery abroad, must guarantee
quality and must often pay allow-
ances made by an arbitration board
in Europe, as well as interest on
capital for the period between pay-
ment of cash to the farmer and col-

lection from the foreign buyer.
There is no margin of 4 to 8 cents
a bushel, and the 1 cent ot actual
margin shrinks perceptibly before
reaching the dealer's pocket. As he
can rarely sell on the day he buys,
he takes serious risk that the market
will fall. If it should fall before he
delivers a cargo, the buyer abroad
holds him strictly to his contract in
hope that he may lawfully reject the
cargo and shift the loss to the
sellers.

The higher price paid in Seattle
over Portland is explained by a
struggle of the Puget sound port to
holdtly business in spite of the rate
differential in favor of Portland.
The farmer is paid as much by Se-

attle as by Portland, and the differ-
ential is absorbed by the steamship
to the extent of 65 cents a ton and
by the dealer as to the remainder.
It is a losing game which cannot
continue indefinitely and the higher
price paid the farmer is a direct
gain derived from the rate differ-
ential.

If Portland paid the farmer 17
cents a bushel less for wheat than
he could get in Chicago, surely the
farmer would long ago have dis-
covered the fact and would have
shipped hi entire crop to Chicago,
leaving the Portland , elevator and
warehouses empty. In fact, he has
filled the elevator and several ware-
houses and has sold tens of millions
of bushels abroad through Portland
dealers. He does so because It Is
more profitable to ship to Portland
than to Chicago from Xyssa, Idaho,
or any point west of there. Much
wheat also comes to Portland from
Idaho points east ?fNya because
It is smutty, and deductions for smut
are far heavier in Chicago.

Comparisons are also made be-
tween milling wheat in Chicago and
export wheat in Portland, though the
latter is worth 15 or more cents less.
Nor Is there any fixed relation be-

tween Chicago and Portland prices,'
though they move in a certain de-
gree of sympathy. They relate to
different kinds of wheat, and Port-
land exports grades are not suited
for milling on the Pacific coast.
though they make good flour when
mixed with Argentine or Australian
wheat a--t Liverpool.

If Mr. Corey is really anxious to
determine whether the farmer is
underpaid for his wheat and
whether anybody between him and
the consumer receives an" excessive
profit, he should call for public in-

vestigation at which all relevant
facts can be brought to light. A
newspaper discussion is useful only
to ventilate such a subject. If
the public service commission, of
which Mr. Corey is a member, has
the necessary authority, it should
hold an Inquiry; if not, Mr. Corey
might well use his influence to have
an Inquiry made by some other com-
petent tribunal" whose decision all
interests would accept.

AMERICAN READERS AND THEIR
BOOKS.

It is tiresome to repeat the'Indict-men- t,

so often drawn, that American
readers have a taste for light and
frothy books, that they will not be
serious, even in their pursuit of cul-
tural enjoyment. The charge is su-
perficially true and sustained by our
book shelves, but it Is not generally
true, nor does It apply completely to
the average book lover. Henry Seidl
Canby, in the New Tork Evening
Post's literary review, declares:

We dislike the new. the true, the ac-
curate and the beautiful, because we will
not seek, or cannot grasp them. We are
afflicted with that complex of democracy

a distrust of the best. Nine out of ten
magazines, nine out ot ten libraries, nine
out of ten intelligent American mlnda
prove this accusation.

Let us grant that this is well said
of nine out of ten magazines, re- -
fleeting a type of mind that inclines
here, as everywhere, to purposeless
reading. It Is not true of our libra-
ries, nor is it true of ten Intelligent
American minds. In the one are to
be found the literary treasures of all
time. In the other a. fair degree of
familiarity with the best books and
a thirst for more and better reading.
Did we not lionize that new genius
of letters, the Spaniard, Blasco
Ibanez, and was not the American
sale of his novels almost if not un-

precedented? At what time, in
memory, has an American author
written a worthy novel, a perfect
short story, without acclaim and rec-
ognition and reward from the pub- -
lie? Do these facts indicate that
Americans will not read the best or

that they prefer "cheap literature?
Much depends. In the view taken

by Mr. Canby, upon the individual
construction of those prized attri-
butes newness and trueness and
accuracy and beauty. To some fine
epicurean palate these may be dis-

cerned in books that are troublesome
to read, troublesome to comprehend.
Let us say, charitably, that the ker-
nel is there but hidden beyond any
save the most patient, or perfectly
attuned discovery. Truth, accuracy,
beauty and ofiginality do not con-

note involvement. They are the
most direct of virtues and should be
plain for all to see.

An instance, and a most admira-
ble 'one, is found in "If Winter
Comes," an English novel, by A. S.
M. Hutchinson, that Is much sought
in libraries and book stbres and to
some disappointment. It seems al-

ways "out." It is "put" for no other
reason tftan that it combines all
these attributes in a single volume
and holds its readers in thrall to
Idealism, to a most, searching and
tender and graphic characterization,
and not because it conforms in the
least to the ed "popular"
novel. It Is, without apology, a
book.

Do we, then, so distrust the best?
Odd that our wariness should keep
so closely under cover, should so
contradict itself. Let such a book ap-
pear and, as if by magic, thousands
of average American readers are
clamoring for it and bending above
its pages and smiling and sighing
and laughing at its whim. The froth
of the magazines is forgotten, thrust
aside, discarded, until no better oc-

cupation offers. What a singular
metamorphosis is this! Omnivorous
we may be. but not uncritical.

FKDERAL AID IN EDUCATION.
The criticisms of President Butler

of Columbia university, directed, to
use his words, "at what is naively
called between the
federal government and the several
states,' and calling attention to what
he regards as the menace of

of education and a
tendency toward too much federal
supervision, fails to take account,
we think, of the elaborate and ample
safeguards and precautions which
are provided by th? bill to which he
evidently alludes. The measure In
question is the much-discuss-

Towner-Sterlin- g bill. It was origin-
ally introduced by Senator Hoke
Smith of Georgia' and Representative
Horace M. Towner of Iowa and ably
and vigorously championed by them.
On the retirement of Smith from
the senate his place as spokesman
for the advocates of federal aid was
taken by Senator Thomas Sterling
of South Dakota, but the essential
principles of the formerly widely-know- n

Smith-Town- er bill were pre-
served when it was reintroduced at
the present session of congress.
Briefly, the provisions of the bill are:

1. It creates a department of
education, the secretary of which
will be a member of the president's
cabinet.

2. It attempts to the
multitudinous educational activities
of the federal government by trans-
ferring to the new department the
bureau of education and all other
federal facilities and activities.

3. It requires the new department
to conduct exhaustive researches in
educational matters, upon a scale
that in all probability would not be
possible if this work were left to
the Initiative of the states.

4. It appropriates large sums for
various specified educational .pur-
poses to the states which shall
comply with the conditions pre-
scribed. These conditions are chiefly
that the states shall organize facili-
ties for the proper disbursement of
the educational fund and shall
anpropriate sums for the purposes
set forth at least equal to the fed
eral appropriation. The "fifty-fifty- "

principle which in recent years has
found Increasing favor in federal
aid legislation is a strong feature
of the new plan.
"'Certain'- other requirements are
made, which, however, ought not to
seem unreasonable to those who are
In sympathy with the objects sought
to be attained. "To' encourage the
states in the promotion and support
of education," as it is succinctly
stated in the title of the bill, is
praiseworthy enough to enlist deep
interest if not cordial support at the
outset. It is proposed to aid the
states In the work of "American-
izing" aliens, In reducing illiteracy
In the native population, in equaliz-
ing educational opportunity among
states and localities possessing va-

rious degrees of ca"pacity for self-suppo-rt,

in encouraging physical
education and in the better training
of teachers for their growing re-
sponsibilities.

It Is largely upon the desirability
of equalizing opportunity that the
measure is founded, and the largest
appropriation for any single purpose

$50,000,000 per annum is made
under this heading. This sum, in
addition to the state's own appro-
priation, is to be used among other
things for "providing better instruc-
tion and extended school terms
especially in rural schools and schools
In sparsely settled localities . . . and
otherwise providing equally good
educational opportunities for the
children of the several states." The
restrictions placed upon the appro-
priation in question are important
in their bearing upon the controversy
precipitated by those who are
alarmed by the bogy of federal
control, and are as follows:

Provided, however: That the apportion-
ments authorized by thia section shall be
made only to such states as by law pro-
vide: (a) A legal school term of at least
twenty-lou- r weeks in each year for the
benefit of all children of school age-- in.
such state; lb) a compu.sory achool at-

tendance law reqlring all children between
th ages) of seven andfourteen years to
attend some achool for at least taenty-fou- r

weeks in each year; (c) that the
English language shall be the basic lan-
guage of instruction In the common school
branches In all schools, public and pYivate.

In the fullness of caution, and
evidently in the desire that the
states now most backward in their
provisions for education shall not be
excluded from the benefits of which
tnev stand in need, the following
clause is added:

Provided that apportionment may be
made undv the provisions of this section
to a atate prevented by the provisions of
Its constitution from full compliance with
the foregoing conditions If said conditions
are approximated as nearly as constitu-
tional limitations will permit.

There are especial provisions that
"all funds shall be distributed and
administered in accordance with the
laws of said state in like manner as
the funds provided by state and
local authorities for the same pur-
pose, and the state and local educa-
tional authorities of. said state shall
determine the courses of study, plans
and methods for carrying out the
purposes of this section accord- -

ance wita tne laws mereoi. - inej

bogy of uniformity would seem thus
to be disposed of, as is that of fed-

eral control by the added clause of
Section 13:

All the educational facilities encourage
by the provisions, of this act and accepted
by a state shall be organized, supervised
and adminu;ered exclusively by the le-
gacy constituted atate and local edura-Uon-

authorities of said state, and the
eeretary of education shall exercise no

authority in relation thereto: and this act
shall not be construed to Imply federal
control of education within the states, nor
to Impair the freedom of ,the statea in the
conduct and management of their respec-
tive school syetenu.

It Is Interesting to note that in
all substantial particulars the condi-
tions laid down by the federal law
have beien met in advance by Oregon.
Districts are required to . maintain
school at least eight months in each
year, which is four weeks more than
the minimum fixed by the Towner-Sterlin- g

bill; use of any language
but English as the basic language
of instruction is forbidden under
heavy penalties, and the compulsory
feature differs from the proposed
federal law only in the age limits
specified. These are nine and fifteen
years In this state. In these and
other respects modern opinion both
in atate and nation at large coincides
as to the purposes sought to be
fulfilled. Promotion of equality of
opportunity particularly has become
an essential part of the movement
to prevent further congestion of
cities and make country life more
desirable; the Towner-Sterlin- g bill
would extend the principle not only
to isolated communities within the
states themselves, but to states
which for warious reasons are them-elv- es

backward In publlf education
oy comparison with more progres-
sive commonwealths.

The new movement embodies no
disparagement of the achievements
of the little red schoolhouse of tiw
past. It seeks to supplement the
work of the latter, in realization
that there i still a vast labor to be
done if the admitted minimum re-
quirements of education for citizen-
ship shall be met.

The Oregonian today publishes
more than a full page of letters to

'the editor. In order to promote
space economy and give as wide a
representation as possible to con-
tending opinions on the school dance
issue it was necessary to shorten
some of the communications and to
omit some that did not lend them-
selves to condensation. In condens-
ing, an effort is always made to
preserve the leading thought In the
communication. Those who object
to eliminations in the interest of
brevity are again reminded that
their objection should be expressed
when letters are submitted.

When you see the nusner at work
and the shovel gangs following, you
will realiae- - why it costs Portland
nearly $300,000 a year for clean
streets. This can be reduced a little
if people will correct the bad habit
of throwing litter into the streets;
but shiftless people are notoriously
careless about such things.

The three states that lead in the
percentage of population enrolled In
institutions of higher learning are
Oregon, Iowa and Utah, according
to an attache of the federal bureau
of education. The center of culture
has moved a long way west In one
hundred years.

Professor Irving Fisher reports
that he was unable to confirm the
story that a German scientist had
discovered a way to make synthetic
gold. So after all the indemnity
will have to be worked out in the

way.

The dean of women at Oregon
Agricultural college is to give the
young men some lessons in table
manners. The modern college
teaches them not only how to make
their bread and butter, but how to
eat it, too.

Most of the southern democrats
voted against the federal anti-lynchi-

bill in the house the other
day. That puts a new light on lynch-
ing as' a democratic device to keep
down the republican vote.

Even better than the scheme of
putting a flag in tho window of
every home that obeys the Volstead
law would be one to hang a red light
on the gatepost of everyone that
doesn't if it would only work.

The trouble with the inventors of
new Ways to evade the Volstead law
is that they can't make anything
out of keeping their secret and when
they become known their efficiency
Is gone.

We begin to approach normalcy
when .grocers are using sugar as a
trade-pulle- r, selling it below cost as
they used to do in the
times before the war.

The simplification of federal in-

come tax return blanks 'will be ap-
preciated without reference to the
fact that many incomes have been
simplified as well.

It isn't the imminence of ground-
hog day so much as it is the Influx
of seed catalogues In our mail that
convinces us that spring cannot be
very far away.

When doctors disagree as to the
value of alcoholic liquor in an Ill-

ness the patient no doubt would be
entirely willing to decide.

The eagle on the new peace dol-
lar has its wings folded, perhaps to
remind us that the spread eagle days
are In tjhe past.

, The use of fingerprint signatures
will not, however, diminish the de-
sirability of knowing how to read
and write.

The cold wave seems to have
waved' farewell, which it will be
hoped will hot turn out to be a mere
au revoir.

The merry business of bank rob-
bing is not nearly as enjoyable as
it was before cashiers took to going
armed.

A-- New York divinity student
boasts that he has never been kissed.
But "boasts" is hardly the rKht
word.

This is no time to renew the
movement, but it might

be a good time to get back to earth.

One way to make yourself feel
chesty would be to contribute to the
community chest.

Get your free garden seeds while
the getting Is eood. "

The Listening Post.'

By DeWItt Hurry.

a young man working in
THERE'Soffice downtown who eats
several times daiiy. H'.s lunch and
some other meals are bought away
Ciom home. ' He likes good food prop-
erly served, but says he finds a con-

siderable variation In menu prices in
the same class of "restaurants. One
place penalizes him nearly 40 per

ctnt in price, according to his own
computation. "Consequently he . eats
where he says his pocketbook gets a
square deal. However, he has a novel
angle of looking at this eating ques-

tion. In his own words:
"When I eat at a restaurant that is

overcharging me and I am aware of
Lit it spoils my mtai. im not sum),
but 1 don t like to be piayea tor a
fool. 1 want honest value for my
money. I have to work hard enough
t get it.

"For me to enjoy a meal everything
should be, Just risht. What 1 mean
it, the food should be wholesome,
ptoperly prepared, properly served
and at the right price. There are
many things to be considered, but the
lack of any one of them will ruin
meal. If the meat is tainted, the
vegett&bles soggy, the dessert taste-
less, the waitress clumsy and grouchy
or the bill too high, my meal is
spfelled. Any one of these factors will
make eating a failure.

"A .meal that is a failure does you
no good. Instead of leaving the res
taurant in a pleasant rame of mind
contented and able to do your best
with yolur work, you emerge with
Viious outlook. Your food Is not ap
predated and your stomach does not
welcome It. The gastric Juices fail
in their mission and your body does
cot get the proper nourishment
Therefore I know that when I go Into
a restaurant that overcharges me I

suffer in pocket, in temper, in busi-
ness and In health. The monetary
penalty is therefore multiplied many
times and I cannot afford to patron
ize such places."

A winter visitor to Seaside returns
with a novel idea. Seaside might he
called the summer metropolis of fhc
northwest, but in winter it Is ad
mitter to be much less lively. Large
chtfnks of the vivacity of the bright
warm days are missing and business
slackens.

Amusement enterprises thrive w'th
the advent of the vacation crowds.
Dnrina- - the blus'.ery. wet months
thels. business needs special Induce-
ment. Visitors in season will pay
ar.y reasonable admission price, but
In the winter the customers- - are
home folks and they often weary of
paying for diversion.

The picture-sho- w manager started
the winter season. with a ad-

mission charge, and after a few
weeks found that not a corporal's
guard were on hand. Further reduc-
tions were in order, but he decided
to go the public one better and put
in a drastic cut, so the house dis-

played a sign inviting any adult to
sec the show free If a child was
brought and for children the admis-
sion price was set at 6 cents.

Crowds came. Just inside the door,
placed so that It could not be missed
by those leaving, was a "contribu-
tion" box. In order that all might
know of the box .and Its purpose,
slides were flashed on the screen sev-

eral times during the show telling
where the box was located and ask-
ing that those who liked the show
pay what they thought it worth as
they left by dropping: the money Into
the box.

After several months playing to
crowded houses the report is that the
theater Is paying better than when
the nt admission was charged,
and the manager is creating a fine
feeling and a coterie of boosters by
his liberal policy. The thought oc-

curs as to how such a scheme might
pan out in a big city Portland for
Instance. How much do you think
some of the films you see are worth?

Our Paul Banyan series seems to be
keeping up Interest, judging from the
letters, phone calls and personal
visits that are resulting. In the ma-

jority of Instances those In the know
aver that Bunyan, that master
woodsma'n, lived for some time on the
coast. However, this time we have
a tale of Paul and his. blue ox (by the
way, Information is that the ox's
name was Babe) written by a Wis-
consin lumberjack. This epistle with,
evidence of every care and every
ether word capitalized. Is as follows:

"Paul Bunyan Driving ' a large
Bunch of logs Down the Wisconsin
River When the logs Suddenly Jamed
in the Dells. The logs were piled 200

feet High at the head, and werf
backed up for One mile up river.
Paul was at the rear of the Jam with
the Blue Oxen And while he was
coming to the front the Crew was
trying to break the Jam but they
couldn't Budge it. When Paul Ar-

rived at the Head with the ox he told
them to Stand Back. He put the Ox
Il the ol" Wise, in front of the Jam,
And then Standing on the' Bank Shot
the ox with a 303 Savage Rifle. The
Ox thought It was flies A,nd began
to switch his Tail. The tall com-

menced to go round In a circle And
up stream and do you know That Ox
Switching his tail forced that stream
to .flow Backwards And Eventually
the Jam floated back also. He took
the ox out of the stream. And let
the Stream And Logs go on their
w ay."

Commenting on our recent card-roo-

story when changed conditions
were discussed, a Tost reader sends
In the following:

"I want to call your attention to
one great difference between the old-sty-

gambling gamef and these you
describe. In the old days a gambler
sitting In a card game often called
for a little whisky or brandy. Nowa-
days It's different. Watch and listen
and you will see some of the
gamblers beckon to a waiter and then
after the waiter gets the order you
will hear him yell out "Gimme a ruby
twist and apple pie. or it may be
coffee and doughnuts or chocolate
cake.

"The man behind the bar and lunch
counter fills the order and the waiter
takes it to the table where the card
game is In progress. The 'gambler'
etits the pie and drinks the 'ruby
twist' and keeps en playing. Nothing
like that in what you describe as the
'old-tim- e gambling hell.'"

A close friend fails to take any com-
fort froin the nice, normal weather
that is n"w our lot. With dire fore-
boding he has visions of spring
bouseclcaning in the near distance.

Sorrow.

By (irare K. Ilnll.

I wish that Cod had given, me
A soul that was completely new.
With clean. sweet thoughts, U

tenderly
Concerned with love- - my llfc-tim- o

through:
That he hail not, by some strange

whim, ,
Selected, from the sou's

odd mlsfi'as that suited him.
But leaves me oftentimes alone;
For souls are classified, we find.
And each companions with Its kind,

s

The soul I have is very .old
Bruised and hurt by previous wcarj
It must have starved, been very cold.
Met few companies anywhere;
It flares sometimes with sudden fire.
Until it seems a thing aflame.
Btit It is worn and soon desire
Dies dow n, ond life goes on the same;
If It were new. the flame would live,
And cheer and warmth to others give.

I wish that tiod had given me
A soul that no one else had taught
Through ages past, their mystery.
Their strange, confusing modes ol

thought:
Instead. I carry through the years
A soul developed long ago,
And scarred by acid of the tears
My unloved kinsmen had to knows
A weary thing within my breast.
That only pleads for rest for rest.

ioi t nooi is nonv
The author of the following poem. K. P.

Beelie, lio Is now S4 years old, wss prin-
cipal of Portland's one public school In

He left Portland in IStij and
has not" returned since. His home la now
In Sioux Falls, el. 1.
In ciose confinement (ages-lon- g con

trolled).
The seething mass of rocks and lava

rolled !

Then burst the mighty shell of Moth-
er Earth,

A range of lofty mountain had. Its
birth.

Disintegrating forces forward came.
The earthquake shock and winter's

driving rain
And melting frost with summer's

pelting storm.
Whipping each shapeless mountain

into form.

Aeons have come and countless ages
past:

Of all thy brothers, rugged, rough
and vast.

Whether by daylight, moonlight, star-
light seen;

Thou art of all the undisputed queen!

To far-o- ff lands n ever beacon glide.
At jnce the city's and the country's

pride;
Seated triumphant on thy regal

.throne,
Thou hast a grace and beauty all

thine own!
E. P. B.

VESTKIiriAY SPRING WAS NOT
IJKI1K.

"A man would be a fool now
to seek for singing birds."

I think it was Just yesterday
I used these very word.

I said, "How silly I should look.
Wandering here and tlwere.

Seeking a bluebird or a lark.
With snow still in the air.

"The folk would eimply laugh at m
If In the winter's chill

I sought the summer-lovin- g squirrel
Or the robin by the rill."

Then straightway did I wander forth.
Clandestinely, Indeed,

But soon, disconsolate, returned
From the lorn wood and mead.

For the old hapless forest moaned
A symphony most drear,

While inarticulate rillets droned.
Strange words of 'yesteryear.

To think it was just yesterday!
Hark, mellow and sweet the thrill

Of prophecylng bluebirds
Out there on yonder hill!

"A man would be a fool now,"
I still can use the words.

To stay Indoors when there Is hops
Of finding singing birds.

EVERETT EARLE STANARD.

f.OD'S TABERNACLE.
How good to muse beside some placid

stream ,

In sun --flecked shade and hear ol
things untold;

To conjure with the mysteries that
hold.

Behind each form a fancy or a dream.

How sweet the breath of verdant
grass and tree,

The hum of insect, note of bird and
kind.

And eerie whispers come on every"
wind.

Tell secrets of the earth and heaven
ly e,a.

Though shrouded nature hides from
dulled eyes, ,

It yearns through smiles to fold us
with Boft grace.

Umbrageous suns dart around Its
form and face

Like souls released to wing away in
sighs.

Faint voices, heard through silent
beams of light.

Call to the groping heart and point
the way.

And beauty. In resplendent robes of
May,

Leads up to truth transcends th
orbs of night.

If. Q. KAHLO,

FUTILITY.
As some lost spirit, rising from his

. rest.
Wrapped whitely In his still unspotted

shroud.
With weight of unforgiven sin yet

bowed;
Longs for the Joys that once hi

heart knew best.
Nor yet has learned to love a life

more blest
Than all earth's dreams so, frpm a

mist-dra- cloud,
Mount Hood, a spectre wan. and all

unco wed.
Looks, with mute p. fading, where th

gaudy west.
Alight and throbbing with love's

crimson fires.
And "wrought In gold of unfulfilled

desires.
Holds her last banquet with the part-

ing sun.
Who lingers, though but half his toil

is done.
So earth-staine- d spirits ever gaze

below,
For changing Joy's Impassioned after-

glow.
MARY ALETHEA WOODWARD.

WHKX II tV TUB SKIES.
Twll'ght and loneliness.

Days fraught with sadness;
Wearied of storm and stress

Near unto martne s:
Lite's gold to gray has turned,

Lo'e Cometh never.
Long, long, O Love. I've yearned,

Vain life's endeavor.

Dawn breaks for you and me.
Love's light is burning.

All life sings cheerily
Sweet notes of yearning:

Home, hope and happiness
Hush all my sighing.

Child laugh and soft caress.
Darkness is dyng.

ANNICK CALLAND.


