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MARKING TIMEDOWN THROUGH THE AGESTO THE PRESENT

From the Clay Almanac of Qur Early Ancestors to the Elaborate and Ornate
Calendars of Today, Which Have Become Real Works of Art, Is a Long Step

One month on » ¢log almanac.
BY CORRIWE ROCKWHEHLL SWAIN,

14 'M GOING to sand home-made

I calendars to all my friends this
Year:

and my time is so

they'reo to make

The pre-holiday
perfectly reasonnble nowadays,
rendy-to-stick ecalendars at
stationery counters agd drug stores,
and whon any amateur who is akill-
-ful with camera brush or paste tube
oan Achleve wondera with the ald of
an idea or two, plus a little flager-
play, to 8 kindergarten teéechna-
cality if you had mid o thing
llke the mlddle of De-
eember back the middle ages,
would ayed with
perhaps touching thelr fore-
and gexchanging
aboul squirrel
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For the fashioning of an approved
davice for marking time, In that
period when everything was con-
selantiously hand-made, waS no
trifiing task. The primitive ferm
then In use was called in England »
“clog almanae” and was usually cut
on the four sldes of a block or “clog™
of oak. elm, box or fir wood, aboiit
elght Inches long. It was called also
& “tim stock” and “prims staff” and
in Scandinavia a "Runic staff,” from
the Runie characters wussd for
mumbars.

Sometimas the almanse was' made
of brass, bone or horm, biit nocording
to Dr, Plot, a 17th eentury historian
whe foumd It still In use among ths
common people of England., L was
usually “a aguare plecd of waood, con-
talning thres months on each of the
four edpgas The numbaer of days In
tham Iis” expressed by motgchas, the
first day %y & notch with a patulous
strolke turmed up from I, and every
sovanth by a large sized potch. Some
are perfect., contalning ths dominical
dstiers as well as the prims and
marks for the feasts engraven upon
thesn, and soch are eur primas staves
In the museum at Oxford; others Im-
parfect, having only the prime and
immovable feasts on theam, and such
ara all those I met with in Stafford-
shire"

Thers were also sapscial symbols
4o vepresent the new moone through-
out the year In the days of ald
pegple wers not urged to &peed up
thelr Christmas ehopping, as they
arg in our secthing times, but surely
4t bhehooved the maker of gift clog
almanacs to sharpen ths family ax
and got his New Year chopping done
eariyl

The waords “almansc”’ and “‘chlon.
dar" anllke claim an anclent and hon-
erable linsage, and they have much
in common as to their functigne; but
(te employ a classical and aciantific
figure of speesch) the almanac soea
the calendar and goes it one helter,
Where the calendar is defined a3 a
mode of adjusting the natural divi-
slons of time with raspect to each
other for the purpose of civil lifs,
the almannc i’ “a year-book ar calen-
dar glving the order of the days of
the weok ang month, sstronomical
data, tlde tables, eoclesiastival festi-
vals and fuxis and other varied in-
formation.™ :

Explorations in BEgypt,
and othesr ancient lands
the habit of noting the passages of
tima and recording observatioms of
the heavenly bodles dates back to
antiquity. Even savage peoplea dea-
valop & rude form of calendar, for
it requires littla observation and
schoelarship to note and flx upon cer-
stain patura] standards—ihe day de-
finsd by alternate light and dark-
mess and the Innar month from new
moen to new moon. “Many moons
ago, In the days of our forefathers”
says blg chief te the paleface, In

Babylonia
prove that

!;ve.- savage peoples develop a rude
form of ealendar.

the old Indian stories. Our primitive
forebears also notlesd after a while
that the seasons came around pretty
rogularly, and a perliod roughly

rasponding to ths pressst year was
fixed upon, though It was not stand-
ardized for some conturies; and It
jsn't yer seitled to everyhody's satls-
faction that leap year is the bhest
salution of the lsft-over houra

1t is luoky for ues that ths ad-

ths calendar lsn'l .L-i".
the lawmakers, &8 It was in

of the Romang, when the pontiffs hul
solea chargs of the matter and cor-
ropt offlcials used the power *“un-
sorupulously for the gratification of
thelr [riends or ths annoya of
thelr enemies.” They lengthened
curtallad the yaar, aoften that &
magistra or farmer of 'n:;e- might
enjoy a long or shortar ase of
office than was parmitted by law
sng without regard to Lha *unssttle-

scasony”

4 z'
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ment of
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with the
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“Julian™ calendar. afterward
many ocanturies '1’.'1- re
sional hitohes and
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bean Imoorrectly
error accumulstad,
botherstion to church
in 1577 Pope Gragory XIII
mandate Lo correct the error. The im-
pravéd form was adobted promptly
by tha Catholla countries, mors alow-
i¥ by the Protestanta, but in 1751
it became univarsal, After the French
revolution the first repubile, enthus-
imstically abolishing old instifutions
triad out a new Eysiem Franoce
with & tan-day week and new names
for the months, but 1t didn't work
out satisfactorily and was abandoned
in 1504, under Napoleon, in faver of
the Gregorian ecalendar previously
nsed,
The
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Ba« whoss alphsar manusoript hae
recently croated such & sensation
among echolars, In the 18th century
wlmanacs were printed for definite
iods of years; In the 18th, for
single year, The earliest printed
simanac is sald to have besn lssued
iz Vienna (mn 1457 by Purbach, the
Rsironomer The publication of al-
manacas in an age rife with super-
Btition gavs a splendld opportunily
{0 astrologers and aelf-styled “seers"”
and “magilciann’; one of these pref-
aced his almenace thus: “Prognostica-
3 of ths Inf noe tha mene,
eaw and warre, and of the sky-
of thlg yeare, with tha
polons of them that be
VIl planettes, and Lhe
of kynges and princes, and of

lipses and cometiea sSome job,
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The earlicst manuseript almanncs pro=
served belong to the twellth century.
In the fifteenth century they
printed for a definite period.
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READING SIGN—By Kenneth B. Clarke

(Continued From Page &.)
Barolay watched Halen in silence for
& few moments, then rising restlessly
he sauntered aver to the fireplace and
stood faclng her

“The sume eld pabits, I goe of or-
derly method of recording.” he re-
marked. An Indifferent gesturs Indi-
catod the curds as Helen looked
arcund toward him.

“An NMlustrative point, by the way.'"
he added, a !little toa pointediy to
make the opening appear incldental
“Habhila andure—hablts of {ﬂ!nn ng
habits of dolng, and particularly &
cortaln attunement to Hfelong an-
vironment.”

Whataver lmpressivencss Barclay
intended to convey seamad to have
glanoced off unnotioced.

“Heo , T want te talk to you sari-
ously for a while Ten days of awm-
elon are about enough, Wil you drop
that dried traah for a moment and
Bive me your attentlon?™ Rje asked
with some asperity.

**The evasion,"” she answered, “has
been because [ think 1 have guessed
what you wish to consider seriousiy—
and because I have not wished te con-
sider it at all. You are difficult, but
formerly you 4id not embarrass me
Now your business relations with my
husband presant a complication and
leave me disconcerted. The avoldance,
If possible, of anything personal bes
Ing revived between us seemed 1o be
due him and, if you can understand
it. my own self-respect. Possibly 1
have made s mistakes ma Judgment.
Ordinary understandings do not sesm
to apply.”™

“The trouble isn't in reviving any-
thing, everything personal beatwean
you two. Your pOsition Isa't 4!ffieult
because of mt—only as it ls effected
by his Indifference. What I started
to sny was that you can't set up a
normal state of reaction to am eR-
vironmant opposed (o every aoous-
tomed contact in Hfe—nor can he
Your Interests, your kind of peopls,
everything that can respand under-
standingly and appreciatively to you

lle back there. I want you to come
back to them."

Lanham was riéing along the edge
of » barranca whan a hail from a
rise on the oppoalte slde brought him
facing nbout. He saw Lin Winton
alithering his hoses down the far
bank, and gresantly the fcra'r:su
mrambled up to his side.

The aunny stiliness of g lazy after-
noon heng about ne ranch houss as
Lanham rofde in.

Barclay's team stood by the hitch-
ing rafl

As he approached the door of the
big room he could hear Barclay's
volce alightly ralsed in some sprt of
axpostulation. Instinctively Lanham
stopped to listen.

"So you refuse to go with me!™ he
henyd Barcluy say. "You prefer to
stand by the mookary of thia bondage
In isolation.™

Seemingly incapable of grasping the
sltuation beyapd the door before him,
Lanham stood |n & momentar? daase.
Trivial impressloas—the ocontented
cluckings of the hens under the um-
brella tres and the distant creakings
of the windmill veering to a change
of the faint preage—cams prominant-
1y to his faitering senses. Thoe pause,
though hrisf, seamed minutes long
and them hs heard Barciay speak
agalo in a low, Impassioned tona, e

“Here you stand walting in a great
readiness to live and you hesitate to
let love touch the kindling spark”
There came the sounds of u few swift
steps, tha clatier of somaething falilng
from the table, and a atified ory from
Helen.

With a light bound Lanham ecroased
the veranda and thrust open tha door.
The change from tha
outside to the eeol dusk of ths big
room was abrupl, but he could mee
Barciay amnding with his hands
clasping Halen's shoulders and her
hande pressed against bhls  ohest.
whether in resistancs or responsive-
ness he eould not tall

The swiftness of
did not leave him

o attack
clearly

brilliant light,

until he found himself out on Lhe
veranda with Barclay's erumpled flg-
ure hanging tortured !m the wreagh-
ing granp of his hands ¥Futllely he
wondered what e was ta do with the
man. The apen door of the blaok-
emith ghed caught his sye and still,
without any definite intentiom be-
fere him he walked the shaken croa-
tury to the Httls ghop and thrust him
insldae. Cloalng the door upon him,
be propped a short scantling under
the hroken hasp, leaving the prisoner
tncapable of escape fromn the window-
lean shack

Of Barclay's stand in the wrelched
mattaer Lanham was sufficlsntly
aware, It remalined for him to learn
whers Helon stood. He wallged slowly
back to the housa with a strangely
listless droop of shoulders and head

Bha was knoaling in one af the big
laather chatrs when he ouine In, lean-
Ing againsi thre back of it and sob-
bing with her face In her arms. Hut
hearing his step mhe sprang up to
face him.

*Tall ma you do not think——" Tha
Words cams with an impulsive ery,
but ended chokingly In a flood of
humillstion. Lanham heard her sponk,
but he pould noi have told what It
wis shs sald His thoughts were of
kimself—what ha had dome, What he
must do now. He stood befora her
gazing down at hip tightened
knuckles gripping his hat

“It is too late to say that I am
sorry,” ho bagan In a low dead voloe.
"Too late—and too little”

Healen put out her hand
him but he did not see,

“Back thers." he continued, “I hon-
eatly thought & sondition had come to
both of us where love would not count
for happiness. And here I have besn
mades wretchad by love for youl™ He
Elnoed at her wistfully. “"Every day
has heid ita hours of misery becaumse
you ware boumd to mae with that
emply agreamant and ndt with love
And you—=God knows how I have
mangled your chances for bappiness.™

His words and manner were so ut-

to check

ga deveid of oulward
the Intensiiy of his fesling
and tha opea avownl In his confesasion
were swept in upon Helen slowly
They came to her with the submarged
power of & wave that locoms upen &
first barely Dpercep-
distant suarface,

terl mple and

ardor that

swimmear, as a
tihls motlon the
then withk the lifting thrust of mount-
ing foree until, with & henrt-stopping
dip and a mighty heave, thers is &
sudden overwhelming. Bhe
stood swaying slightly toward him.
Her eyos wera closed with dampened
inghes; her cheoks weare flushed and
her lips wera parted,

“] heard what he sald st the last”™
Lanham went on, as though ateadled
to oarry the mattar through. "And
he is right, You are alone, and pwrob-
ably sacrificlng yoursalf to stand by
an Impossible compact.” For the first
times since ke astaried speaking he
nerved hlmgelf ook at the gird
ateadily, !atently. "Deo you wish to
he free agaln? Feor God's sake, he
frank with ma! Do you sare for him?
Doesa his appesl—-:-

Quickly Halen atespped to him and
aid her hand upom his Shs disen-
gaged his hat, apnd. tossing It aslde,
gave him hor other hand.

*1 do not care for him—excapt with
lIsathing. And ha ls wrong whera you
think him right; but in another way
he 8 right. 1 do atand waltlng ln &
groat readiness to live' Her handa
tightensd over so siightly upon the
broad, firm palms that haeld them.
“Here! Now!™ she addpd, with an ex-
witant tttle break in her voioe

Lanham seemed mot to understand
at all, 50 slow was his comprebonsion.
And You—my husband—are the
onl:r one that ever ocould louch the
kindliing spark, You have alresady.
And I think It was right thers on the
hanrth, that first morning. whes you
stood looking at me ke "Arizona’”™

Even than he could not apeak. But
there was littia neod. Dropplag her
handx, hs geatly. wonderingly Eath-
ereéd her within his arms. She did
not wavar wnder his gaze. and bher
face remalned upturnsd to his as he
Mrted her to his lips

*1 wonder,” he sald, as they astood

an

ccstatic

inleritwined, wasn't, after all
the kindling spark that sent me over
that trall two thousand miles to find
wou "

“And 1T wonder,”™

the wastern art of reading

Helen replied, *'if

uigns 1sn’

greatly overrated

A stealthy movement of the blnok-
gmith shop 8oor caught Lanham's at-
tention The top, abave the canted
prop, swayed out In jerks aa from
tmpatiant prosayure from within, Then
the lower corner bulged outward and
an iron bar protruded and groped un-
gertainly for a peying footing, Lan-
ham =smiled grimly

With ane hand at)l] helding Helen's,
hs reached within the room and lIfted
& haavy Colt from a belt hangin
A PeE. A throw from hls she
sant a mlpgle shot orashing Ini
scantling propped agminst the
Thero was a flurry of splinters
the door swung slowly
ham returned
and 5tood walting.

A long pariod of Innetive unceériain-
ty followed at the Mttle shop, Then
an open hand was extended beyond
the door frame in & gesture that both
daclared and pleaded for amity. Bar-
olay foilowed the hand out into the
open with cautlous and uwnalarming
delibaration, and cast an anxlouas
glance Loward the house.

A moment befors ha had pletured
his depariure as a hurried affalr, sped
with gunfire and apurta of dust abo
his horsas’ flying heels, at least &!
nified In & way by the outraged hue-
band's eoacern.

Ha stared in utter
The peens presanted by the
fortable ranch houyss with
drift of smoke from the k
ghlmney, the heps contantialy
Ing in the dust under the
tres, and the man and wom
1y standing with clasped ha
doorway. was staggeringly
oarting.

He saw Lanham elift n
wave pegligently toward the
board in a gestura of dismissa] and
farawsall—and tha girl was looking
up at the man beslde her—not at him.
(Copyright, 1962, by Kesneth B. (Qerka)
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