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GOING to send home-mad- e

'I calendars to ell my friends this
year; they re so easy to mate

and my time Is so limited."
The pre-holld-ay remark sounds

perfectly reasonable nowadays, when
calendars abound at

counters and drug: stores,
and when any amateur who Is sklll--f- ul

with camera brush or paste tube
can achieve wonders with the aid of
an Idea or two, plus a little finger-pla- y,

to use a
But if you had said a thing;

like that about the middle of De-

cember back In the middle ages,
people would have eyed you with
surprise, perhaps touching; their fore-

heads and
the current "cracks" about squirrel
food.

For the fashioning of an approved
device for marking time, in that
period when was

hand-tnad- e, was no
trifling task. The primitive form
then in use was called In England a

"clog almanao" and was usually cut
n the four sides of a block or "clog"

of oak, elm, box or fir wood, about
sight Inches long. It was called also
a "rim stock" and "prime staff" and
In Scandinavia a "Runic staff," from
the Runlo characters used for

umbers.
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MARKING TIME DOWN THROUGH THE AGES TO THE PRESENT
From the Clay Almanac of Our Early Ancestors to the Elaborate and Ornate
Calendars of Today, Which Have Become Real Works of Art, Is Long Step
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statistics, In London the
company,

enjoyed a monopoly of the
of books, for years the
exclusive right to and sell

and prognostications,"
publications

tandlng and after
shared the field.

The company formerly
on November whan

ensuing
were Issued. It was a notable

at Stationers' and one
writer in 1941 describes vividly the
scene the great with
almanacs and the of
gathering Into bags and rush-
ing shipment to
points. The company's custom of
sending an copy of each of

to the of
Canterbury on publication day com-
memorates a occasion,
a master of the
rowed over to Lambeth palace to call
upon Cousin Tenlson, then
archbishop, receiving cordial

suitable refreshment.
In the almanac la thing

Of real importance and dignity,
of Information and issued
by of high standing. Every
leading has seen the rise of
almanacs of this character, a of
which be named; here: the

h. National, of France; the
de at first German,

Napoleon I) French, and
the Franco-Prussia- n war of 1871 pub-
lished In languages; Oliver &
Boyd's Edinburgh almanac,
Irish almanao and the British Nautical
almanao. One cannot help feeling
that the present for royalty
in various Quarters curtail
somewhat resources of books
as the Almanach de Gotha, whose

feature has long
the families.

The world at present Is
In cabbages in kinRs,
in the
earliest American is

credited to William Bradford of Phil-
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tle later, when Benjamin Franklin
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Almanac," 1732, in Philadelphia, and
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sayings. The American and
Treasury of a pub-
lication, began in The
medicine almanao us
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those present, though slightly modi-
fied in form and matter.
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he noticed the great piles of river
coal. Ho madie a few inquiries and
determined to use It. Within a short
time the gratis and blowers needed
to burn the fine coal were Installed,
and since that time the state build-
ings have been heated and lighted by
fuel furnished, rather transported, by
the Susquehanna. The flret year the
fuel cost H a ton, but It, too, has in-

creased ln price until It now brings
from J2.60 to $2.75 a ton. The Har-- .
risburg LI gilt. Heat & Power com-
pany Is probably the larftest Individ-
ual consumer of the river coal, using
100.000 to 150,000 tons yearly. The
householder Is also using it In the
kitchen range, and. as a matter of
fact, the sweepings from the bed of
the noble river that flows through
the city literally heats and light the

'1 wonder," he said, as they stood (Copyright, 1622, by Kenneth B. qjarke.) states capital.


