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“Aco of Woods Flirts With Doath

High Climber Is Industrial Forlorn Hope.

BY DeWITT HARRY.

(Copyright, 1321.)

HE high climber Is the ace of tha
WOoOds

His life and Hmbs are In im-
t perll all the time he s work-
Nocesgarlly he must labor alons
Like the divar and the steeple-jack,
his Job s =mn Industrial “forlorn
hope” Like them, too, he has to be
i-around master of the regquire-
b s of Ll work. He hos ot
tha ponderous and complicited tackle
and guy ropes with which the =pa-
tred fitted to cnable to stand
and to drag to the loading point the
reluctant heavy loge in Its tributary
terrjjory This par of the woik
glone 1 well nlgh & Lra in lteaill,
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Axal Hallgren
often read
followed the mant of hils
1ife and s phout 30 years of age. He
walzghs 150 pounds and stands alight-
1y over nix tall. He s ona of
the highest pald mém in the employ
of his company and his only duly is
to climb,
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his olimb, long

the trunk
In this eane ¢ was about
iong With ¢his rope aboul
trunk and his spurs sst lo the
wood, cke on the side far from
the llke a woodpecker and
Tnps imba, Deeanjonally &
Ilmb 1@ sed or doen not fall com-
plataly away. One !lmb can bos no-
ticed on Hallgrea's tree ¢clinging onto
the aide far below the insect-llke fig-
ure of the ells
In doinx this job it took Hallgren
Wt ene 4 a kalf hours to ollmb
the tree, cat the top off and get back
earth It |s an [ntereating sight
to watch a elimber come Jown one of
thess trees. JIn this case Haligrem
resambisd nothing more than a red
wquirrel and [t was eatimated that it
took m lesy than & minute from top
to bottom. This particuise Lréee was
used K2 & high lead for aix weeks and
about neres logmed to L When
the tree is siripped a piiot hlock is
sat on the top and the tackle struee
from here to all polnte In the aren
it 1n to handle. 'Tha loge are then
dragzed In over the rough ground.
This mathod of iagging has bean por-
fectedf in 1he western Paclfie: alope
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Thriils Common in Climber's Work.
tha

down by
souchnnt
which t(hey soar and
descend s unforgettabla, The neces.
sary nerve is nol due to cbtuseness,
as the work cannot be done except by
a man of more than average bodlly
and mental development, Iojuries in
the calling are, of courss, common
and death all too frequently ilakes
piace.

In one case the climber lost his
spur grip In some unzosountabls man-
ner And becoming reversed in his
beit hong head downward at g slek-
ening helght No other man in the
eamp balng ablse to ¢limb, s fellow.
worker In a near-by camp was sent
for. But woods communleation s
low at best and when the newcamer
finally reached the sufferer exhaus-
tion had done Its work asd he was
beyond ald.

Just lamt Aprii Jack Olson. high
ciimber for the Saginaw Timber com-
pany at their camp near Vesta, Wash
near Aberdeen, loat his grip on hia
anfety llne and f=il 80 feet 1o 1ha
groundl, dying an hour Ister. Olson
WS 65 yoirs ol age, & sklied man &3
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MANUEL DE VALLE, 176 YEARS
OLD, CHIEF OF METHUSELAHS

Most Ancient Man of Authentic Longevity has Good Proof of Date of
Birth Against Other Contenders.

old was AnnT
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No puzxzle

114 I I
¢reéatéed more

than the age of this spinstsr, and she
is atill ap enigms unless ahe has con-
cluded to hobble to the polls and
cast a vole.

But that was many mosns ago, and
sha may hefore this be runsning »
“hoss race” with Gsler's has-besns
Too bad Sir Willlam has gone to his
reward without & passing mnotice to
the record-breaker foT &ge under
modarn chronslogy.

From the mass of speculation that
attaches to longevity; from the my-
riad nostrums that were hHottled at
Fonce de Leon's spring of eleraal
youth: from the lifs that Iz =0 pre-
clous and so gpquanderod [n this rest-
less age of thrift and pisasure bhow
llomisatizg ate 'the data gleaned
from medical press b5y ths Interne-
tional Medica! and Surglcal Sturvey.

Manuel ds Valle or Menlo Park. a
suburb of San Franclsco, {a reported
to be the oldest man who hus satis-
Laclory proqf of theo exact date of his

speculation

-

H'a bicth it In

signed by magis-
glves the dats of his dabul into
the ¢old. hard world as Néevember 34,
174, which makes him 178 years nld

It haz been found In gensral re-
ssarch work om centenarians that the
average age is about 1031-5 yearn
Of the miales, the average age Is
102 1-5 vwoars, rospoctive ages of 108
to 100 yenrs. Thes average age for fe-
males i5 about 182 1-8 years, the re-
spective agen mTanging from 108 to
100 yearTm In many casos verifica-
tion has been made by bapilsmnnl cer-
tificates or other records

Elle Metchnlkoff records the ex-
treme old age reached by man as
batne 180 years in “The Prolongatlon
of Lifa" Kentigern, the founder of
the Cathedral of Glasgow, SBcotland,
known by the name of St Mungo.
died at the ag® of 185 years on Janu-
ary 5 SO

Another astonlshing case of long-
evity Is that of an Hungarian agri-
cuiturist, Plerre Zartay, born In 1535,
who dled In 1724. Hungarian records

cartificate,

chint

birth.
slated. tha

trata

other cases of death at age: betwean
147 YeOrs

A atll wmore authentic case (s
of Drakenberg of Norway. bor
1636 and dying In 1372, A
148 yoars. He gya i
years and held captive by African pl-
riniea for 15 years Thomas Far, a
pooar Shropahire paiasant, dled In Lon-
don at the age of 151 years ard §
month

Caves of human belngs reaching the
age of 160 are Tegarded an extremely
rare snd are not known from the rec-
ards of the last two centuries. The
instances of two people dylng at the
beginning of the ninsleenth century
at the ages of 142 and 145 vears are
accepted by Metohnikoff only with a
good deal of ressrve. Howaver, cases
of the duratiom of life from 100 Lo
130 yearm Are not very rare, s sta-
tistics show.

In W. J. Thomay' “Human Long-
evity, 1tz Faciz and Fletlons™ (1%£73),
the authpr has established beyond a
doubt the mythieal character of the
ages of Henry Jenkins (1501-1670).
Thomas Parr (1€§%-1835), mnd ~the
Countoss of Desmond (140 yoars oid),
the thras typical instances of abnor-
mal longevity constantly cited.

The durat:on of life and the condi-
tiofs associnted with longevity bLave
interested the maes of people for
ages, Trick mathamatical problems
have been givem much conalderation,
but the whye and wherafores af old
age prompt grealer spaculation.
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reached the age of $5 yours or more,
three dyIag at the age of 15 two at
6, one at 87, none ut 58 and at
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. Tarah who aasserts he
4 for more than 150 ysars
Hi poon recelve s speclal pun-
sion and food allowatiecs from [
French government Toral's sints-
ment as to his advanced age in borne
out by numerous persons who are
than ¥ old who declars
when Lhéey wera FOUNE-
In knesr breechan, Torah was
gray and bant
The recent world wpr scatiered his
friends. lie I8 now panniless and de-
pendont qna charity Althoaognh hie
mind la copslderably Nasy regarding
evenip of the eighteenth and nine-
teenth ecenturios, he Ilr teporied to
hava followed recent history clossly
ring to the French officeras
ntinople that he aAlways
prophesied a Fromch victory, he im-
mediately won thelr hearts and good
will. Ha then provecded to poitkat
small sums of méney with which te
buy a monith's supply of split peas
fruft and “Turkish delighe.” the auly
food he has enten since be pansed
the century mark, Incidentally, Te-
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