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Dr. William D, Bell, Uncle Sam’s
efficial hunter,

BY WILLIAM ATHERTON DU PUY.

country,” sald Dr. W. B. Bell,

who iz Immediately responsi-
ble for the work of that army of hunt-
erda which the government malintalns
in constant actlon from Arkansas to
Puget sound, and from Michlgan to
Lower Callfornia, “was the notorioun
Custer wolf. I am giad o say that I
fiave here In my locker the skin of
that outlaw. ]It cost the government
six monthe of the time of one of iis
most skillful hunters to
this viclous beast.

“The story of the Custer wolf i» one
of the most Interesting true tales of
the wilda'that I have ever heard.
This croature was a lons timber wolf
which ranged the region around about
Custér, South Dakota, and preved
upon the livestock of the ranches In
& region as blg as many s state. In
all the history of predatory animals
on the range, no creature has ever
been known that equaled in wviclous-
neen and clevernesa thls lone
Tonlght he might fall upon a rd of
catltle In some lonesome deflls, dash
into them, cut & hamstring here, slash
@ throat there, maliclously rend and

“THI-: arch ceriminal of tha r:ingc‘

finally kil

tonr every creature that he could
seach. In the fiendishness of s in-
stinets, the Custer wolf selected from

tte herds cows heavy with calves and
dragged them down that he might
gratlify his tasts for his favorite tid-
bit. Thua was the damage wrought
particularly great, and thus was the
crualty of the creaturs beyond com-
parimon.

“Listening to the entreaties of the
cattlamen of South Dakota, the gov-
ernment sent one of Iis most experi-
enced and suecessful hunters, H P,
Willlams, Into the region ravaged by
the Custer wolf, and Instructied him
to remaln there until he had dis-
patched the anlmal. Gieal as was
Willlams' skill in Jjust this sort of
task, it took him six months to ac-
compliah his purpose The Custer
wcoif seamed to have a charmed life
Onee he sctually lay down on a trap
sot by Wllilams wk 1 Was sprung
end which pulled a clu
kis body but did not hold him. An-
other trap oaught the sids of his foot,
but he tore loose

"Willlams resorted to svery device.
Belence, co-oparating with its prae-

of halr from |

tical hunters In the fleld, has dc\;lr_u-dl

a means of producing various scenls
which catoh the nepsitive
thens creatures of the wilds and tend
to lead them to destruction. One of
thess odors placed in the nelghbor-
hecod of o trap Is pretty sure (o arrest
the attention of the pameing wolf,
cause him to sniff and prowl abougt
and probably get caught In the trap
Another of them Is the distinctive
odor of the female woif, which plays
the role of the siren singing on the

rocks and which may lead this
prowler to his dertruction Willlams
covered his shoea with this strange

odor and thus Induced the Custer wolf
ta follow him about, convinced that
wily ereature that there was & mate
for him In the vicinlity, and led him
even to go so far as to prapare him-
self & cave against the time whan he
sbould capture her

“It was & strange fact of the wilds
that this wlolous ecreature as he
prowled about carried with him a

pecullar bodyguard of nature. This
todygunrd connisted of two coyotes
svhich wera always In the ofling, were

culriders, as might be two destroyers
for a battleship., These coyoles never
dared approach thelr master, He
would pull down a cow and glut him-
self with food and they would re-
maln near until he had finished.
“Finally, however, when has was
surfeited and went away for a nap
the coyotes would help themselveg to
the abundant food supply whick re-
walned. Thus thess smaller wolves
Lived upon the manster for years, Al-
ways near him, they were his protec-
tion because they gave Lthe alarm at
the approach of any hunter., A nume
ber of Uimes they prevented Willama

noses of|

| killed which,

Dr. Bell, From His Office in Washington, Moves His Little Army About, Killing a
Stock-Slaying Wolf Here, a Bear There and Bobcat or Cougar Somewhere Else

from getting a shot at the old cutlaw,

“At last, while atil]l pogsessed of the
Idea of obtaining a mate, created In
him by the cleverness of the trapper,
the Custer wolf put his foot between
two Jaws of steel and was caught. So
great was his viclous strength, how-
ever, that he brokes the chaln of the
rap, but he could not relense hig foot
from Its grip. The hunter followed
him for miles and flnally got & long
sliot at him which meant his destruc.
tion. This gray, almost white, akin of
this old wolf, somewhat undersized
for one of his kind, Is all that is left
of the outlaw which for nilne years
dofled thecunning of man and which
cost the cattlemen no lesa than §$25,-
600 in anlmals destroyed.”

I was willing to admit that this

was & falrly good story of the wilds
that

this government official was
telling. As he talked I was studying
him, attempting to determine just

what manner of man this supervisor
of government hunters was, just what
his probable origin and training. A
dark, Incisive, quick-acting., fast-
talking man was this director of the
hunters, a man who seemed to know
his gamg and to be hugely enthusi-
astic over it He told me that he
gréew up as a farmer boy down In
Iowa. He had gone to the university
of that state, had apacialized fn =o-
alogy, had studied animals from many
anglen including Investigational
work In Italy. Then he became atate
zoologist In Norih Dakota, lived for
¥eoars In the land of the wolves and
coyotes, sludled the'problems of the
rangw, fought the Dbattles from a
sinte gtandpoint which he had been
fighting from a national standpoint
since 1816, when he came to Wash-
ington,” and continued that work for
the bureau of blologicnl survey of
the department of agriculture.

“How great,” I asked, “is the loss
suffered by stockmen through the
depredations of these predatory ani-
mals™

“It s hard to get at the exact
figures,” sald Dr. Bell, "but it Is
placed somawhers between 20 and 30
million dollars a year, I knew of &
wolf In Colorado which took a toll
of §2000 worth of cattle In a single
12-month. In Texas two wolves
killed 72 aheep, valued at $9 each, in
a period of two watka, One wolf in
New Mexleo killed 25 haad of cattie
in two months, whille another was
reportad by stockmen in the same
state to have killed 150 cattle yalued
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the flesh of cattle and sheep, but
he caused panle among them. If he
visited m corral where sheep Weore
put away for the night, for lastance,
he would frighten them to such An
extent that théy would plle one upon
another against the fence upon one
wide of the corral and those on top
would smother thoss undarneath, and
hundreds of them would be Kkilied.
On another occasion he might scare
the sheep so that a whoie flock of
them would run over a cliff and thua
destroy themselves,

“This black bear also had a tooth
for the food which sheep herders eal
and uged to specialize in ralding the
campe of these men and helping bim-
solf to sides of bacon and other
morsels which were to him great
delicacies. Few wore the shoep herd-
ers who would take a chance even
when well Armed In facing this mon-
pter of the forest, and so the govern-
ment was called upon to send hunters
for his destruction.

*H P. Willlams, the same free-
loving hunter who had killed the
Custer wolf, was gent into Big Ploey,
and with him went Del Dearth, an-
other man of wida experience.

“This marauding bear had just de-
gtroyed a herder’s camp when they
arrived hot on hls track. Flnally
they overtook him In a dafile of the
mountains. The outlaw bear was evi-

marksmen that they were, they faced
him and pumped lead lnto him with
their automatics as he came on Wiil-
fams put three bullets undor hiy ear
and Dearth lodge*d one In his splnal
column. So great was the force of
the creature that even thus wounded,
he ceame near roeaching the hunters
befora he fell,. When they came to
examine him they found that he was
wounded and lacerated and torn, evi-

denlly as a result of & confliet with
some other ecreaturs of the wilds,
probably a great grizzly that was

known to live In these mountains
It may have heen the anger of his
former contlict that made him so bold
as to face these hunters and meet
his end.™

“I suppose different methods are
required” I suggested, “for hunting
moustitalin liona and other members
of the cat famlily™

“Mountaln llons,” sald Dr. Bell,
“aré psually hunted with dogs. These
lions speciallze on young coits, and
it ls the breeders of horses who suf-
fér the greatest damage from thaelr
activities. They nisxo destroy many
deer. We have epecial hunters wha
devote themealves to mountain lions
and who develop great skill In taking
them. Down Iln New Mexlco we have
an old hunter by the name of Ben
Lflly, who began hils career with
taking bears and lons down In
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An nuto loaded with bodlen of coyoles
killed by government hunters.

at not less than $5000 during e six
months preceding Its capture. in
Wyoming two male wolves were

during one month, had
destroyed 150 sheep and seven colts,
while another had chalked up a kill
worth $4000, and yet anolther had
brought down 30 head of caltla in &
single spring. Our county agricul-
torail agent In Colville, Ttah, reportad
that wolves had taken 20 per cent
of the year's calf erop In that sec-
tion. One woll kiliad In New Maxico
was krown to have dispatched 20
yearling steers, 9 calves, 1 cow, 15
nheep and a valuable sheep dog. In
two weeks at Ozona, Texas, two
wolves killled 76 ahoep.

“Four goyotes, preying upon smal-
ter livestock, killed 15 pure-blooded
rama in two mights. 1In Morgan
county, Utah, three coyoles killed
#1500 worth of sheep in an hdur. Near
Antonlo, Colo., €7 ewes, valued at
§1000, became separatad from the rest
of the herd and within two days the
coyoled had consumed them ail

“Ome bobhent in Texas killed $300
waorth of Angora goats and another
got 53 rams on & alngle ranch In a
month.

“A grizzly bear in New Mexico Is
known to have been responsible for
the death of B3 head of oattla. In
Arizona one of our hunters followed
the trall of a mountain lion, which
wan later killed, and found the bodles
of nine head of cattle which that
animal had destroyed

“After a personal [nvestigation, the
president of tha Siats mmﬂ]

college of New Mexico made an estl-
mate that 35,000 head of cattle, 14d5,.-
000 sheop and 250 horses were killed
annually by predatory anlmals In that
state. Thesd lokses amounted to

2,700,000,

“Which of thess animala™ I asked,
“iIs the most desperate esnemy of
man ™

*The timher wolt” Dr,
plisd. “ls individoally the most de-
structive., 'The coyote, however, Is
=6 much more numerous that the sum
total of the desiruction for which 1t
is responsible is greater than that
of the timber woif. The mountain
{ion and then the bobeat would prob-
ably rank next after these.

“The position of the bear with re-
pard to the stoock Iindustry of the
west {s very peculiar. The bear, or-
dinarily, In satisfied with a dlst of
nuts, berriew, honey and grubs, and
prowls ahndl in his good-natured
way fesding harmiessly. . Then, onece
in & while, there appears an indi-
vidual bear which develops into a
renegads. Fresh meat from domestic
animals s not the normal food of a
hear, but It {8 very easy for bruin to
develop & taste for this food. Once
that taste la acguired the bear be-
comes & destructive outlaw and an
gnemy to man. Sueh an Individual
bear Is likely to range about a wil-
derness, dafy thae stockmaen over a
long period of time and do great
damage.

“Just pecently, ngar Blg FPloey la

Bell re-

@k

Two timber wolves whose killing days
are ended and an old bear with a
perverted appetite for the fleah of
domestle nnilmals.
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The hunter in winter dress, white so he will fade guickly Info the landscape.

Wyoming, s huge black bear de-
veloped this upusual sort of appe-

dently In a very nasty mood. In-
stead of runsing from the hunters

tite. Noi only wouid be fesd upon |he charged them. Sleady-nerved

Louisiana. One
ago, he left hils
with his rifle and his dogs and never
returned He drifted Into the
and there came to be the
the mountain lloen klllers.

“Bven the much smaller
ereaturs than the mountain lion, does
A grext deal] of damage and Ia a
predatory animal quite worthy of the
sleel of the experienced hunter, One
of our men has just =ent In a story
of a bobeat whi a farmer
served In Arkanzas which w [l un-
trate o somewhat unusual method of
that greature In preying upon the do-
mestic animnis The farmer did not
kave hin gun when he disovered this
hobeat. It was perched upon n low
limb of & and was busily en-
gaged in the process of devouring a
bit of its favorite food, s small pig
Nearby the mather of a brood of
these plgs was Industriously keep-
ing watch over tham Lo protéect them
from further losses. The hobeat pald
no attentlon to her, but gave tsalf
te the enformant of ita meal, fin-
ished Jt, and, eat-like, washed Its
paws and tidied |tself up

“Then It Jumped down (o (the
ground and approached the mother of
this brood ﬂ!.:-i;_:-!. She 'was Imme-
diately on the defensive and charged
him wiclously. He would avoid her,
but played aresund In front of her In
stueh a way that she followed him
further and further away from her
plga. When the distance was suffi-
clently greal to make a rald safe,

dny, about 30 years

home In Loulsiana

waonst

gromtest of

hobicat, a

treo

MAN WHO IS DIRECTING THE U.S.WAR ON BEASTS

bushes, seized himself a plg, climbead
into his tree and settled down to din-
Whalting in patient obeservation,
the hunter saw this second bobeat,
after finishing his meal, practics the
same tricks upon the old sow, lead
her away from her young, whereupon
the first bobecat returned and got
himuelf another pig.”

“How large Is the force of hunters
which the government malintaina®™ I
askod,

“T%e¢ number ia not constant,” sald
Dr. Bell, “but It ranges from 200 to
400 men. It Is probably true that mso
many akilled hunters havo never be
fore been recruited fnto
ordinated force. It was back In 1918
that this organization took
definite forg than It had known be-

ner,

ope o©o=

morea

fore. In tho s hydrophobla was
prevalent he coyvoles of the
wensl., and g with g

game into 3 ttiements and
tacked llvestock and human belngn
The menace became so eat an Lo
call attention to th réeasity of a
more highly campalgn

?ﬂhl!‘.ll thenes and the
forece was bullt up to its present alae

“At first we went into the wenst and
employed as government hunters the
individuals In the wvarious
t'es who had the greatest reputation
along this line. This plan 4id not pet
entirely smtisfactory becaune
this employment was based somewhat
upon the sizxe of stories that men told
of themesalves, rather than upon dem-
orntrated succean But when a man
became a government hunter he had
to prove himselfl We accepted no
stories of marauders who wore mort-

communi-

resulis

aily wounded but got away A man's
sucooss was measured by the skine or
gcalpe that he dellvered. Those hunt-
falled to dellver

erz who nealps or

sking ware soon severed from the gov.

Thuas,

ernment payroll through the

years, we have bu

up

L rEaniza
tiep of hunters who den riate Lthat
they make good ™h s pro
ably never a greater group of hunt-
ers found together mince time beznn

than are today Iin the
United States government
-

here Wan & trapper by Lhe

of Bakken

service of the

namsas

for instance, up In

viaed A par

ater hols,
gather about

they are

£ the

worked out m schemae for

around a pralr

himealf som

Bakk
trapping coyol
town Ho kil
snd propped them up In front of hol
town AL Lthe
each of these holes he
¢covering them
the habits
ow up two

around the edge of the
approach of
nould set
with dul
of t 1

steel
Then, k:
ite, he would Lk

win

fresh lines of dirt which came to &
pei at the prairie-dog hole The
is ahy of fresh dirt, would

avold it and would thus be directed to
the point wheare the traps weare sal
and would be caught Alter hus
surrounding a pralrie-do town with
s, Bakken would be likely to have
coyoles

in the morning.”

“Is it the plan of the government.”™

I mnsked, *“to oxterminate these VA~
rieties of predatory animalia?™

“1 doubt 1f we will be

term S

numbers

ate them, Al least
sald Dr. Bell
coyotes are so greal and they are

time,"

»

o
cuv widely seattered that it will take a
lone time to réeduce them to the point
whera they are no le harm-
ful. Wao actually got the skins of 30.-

IBer very

000 covotes ilast year. howeower, and
that Is & good many Altogether. wa
kava killed more than 3I500 timber

llons and
nxas.

wolvea, some 600 mountaln
neariy 20,000 bobeuts and ly
“The killing of these creaturss put
quite effectively In
the fur business PDuring the five
years of 1916-20, Inclusive, weo sold
$240.000 worth of furs, the money re-
verting into the United Sialas treas-
During thoss five yonrs we killed
wbout 300000 predatory
1 We attempted to estimate
e Lo the stockmen of our work
Jun a0,

h

the Fovéernment

silogether

year ending

belleve 1h

fiscal
920, and Wi
ted §6,000,000 During

year we spent $5600.000, about

it contributed by the faderal

EOVArn=-
ment and about half %y the states and

niockmen's associations Gradual
wo figure, we will exert an (ncreasing
influence toward making the task of
growing the meat of the natlon stead-

ily easler for the man on the range.”

Three Faiths Born in India.

Indlanapolls Newn

India s “the burning
hoart of Asia." That (s to say. It has
a genius for religion that is
passed. Of the four great faiths
which had their genesis In Aria, three
were born in Indla. It s o land of
147 languages. Some of them are
only a people, but
there ars ten of these languages, sach

gald te be

uneure-

spoken by few

of which is spoken by 10.000,000 or
more. Of every 100 people In the
world, 18 llve In India. The latest

conwus of Indla glves tho populatich

goother bobeatl Jurched rom the

aa 316,234,335,




