[

THE SUNDAY OREGONTIAN,

PORTLAND, SEPTEMBER 4, 1921
- =

$1.000.00000 More -Ben-Hur

-

FIRST—Gen. Lew Wallace Wrote

“THE CHARIOT RACE,” FROM THE FAMOUS PAINTING BY ALEXANDER WAGNER. -
them was Joseph Erooks, persuasive jAmrah, and Grace George, present-day

Reaching forther into the fiald of Iit-
erary masterpieces, the movies have
grasped “Ben Hur” Paring $§1.000,000
for the rights to It—the biggest Hrice fpt
pald for such privilages—the new owners
are going ahesd as rapidly as possibls to
place on the seresn the thrilling scenas of
thes great book by Genaral Lew Wallncs
that pever were excelled and only in a few
{ostances equallad

The drama written by Willlam Young
from the book was played 7000 times
before 20,000000 porsons and earned
$10,000,000, It was first producéed April

7. 1890, ia the Broadwaiy theater, New
York City.

But the snccess of the stage play will
probably be eglipsed by the screen play.
Euch scefies as the chariot race, spectacu~
lar enough on ths stage treadmill, when
shown I[n the movies with their limitless
reality, should prove the greatest cinema
spectacle ever ahown. It will rank with
the fall of Babylon In "Intoleranes” and
other master scenes the camers has
recorded

The great motion pleture andience s
walting in all parts of the world to see iU
They are wondering how the Christ will
be daplcted. Will He be shown by a shaft
of light, as in the stage drama? Or will
e walk through the screen {n transparent
form by usas of the double negativeZ

But even this quastion !s of mmall me-
ment compared to the Interest aroused
among the elergy of all denominations
For they seern to hold the bellef that ths
motion plcturs can do only good and that
1t will be fn the pature of reviving Chris-
tian farvor to show as oniy the movies
can deplct the character and acts of Christ
as they ware portrayed in the great book
that General Wallice wrote. i

1‘HE greatest money earner in the
rl history of Iliteraturs; the most
widely read book. next to the
Bible;: the basis of & drama which has
been played 7000 times and has sarned
$10,000,000 and has been seen by more

‘than 20,000,000 persons.

Buch is “Ben Hur,”” motion pilcture
rights of which were sold the other
day for $L.000,000!

The sale of the big "movie" recalls
its author's early struggles. Back In
1878, oo the lawn of his home at
Crawfordsville, Ind., sat General Lew
Wallace, Unlon genoral, member of
the court which trisd the assassins of
Abraham Lincoln. Five yasars bafore
the had written a romance of the
mystic east, “A Prince of India,” It
waa a fipe plece of work from a lit-
erary viewpoint, but had brought
palther fame pnor money to its author,
Not disheartened the general, a deeply
relizious man, was at work on an-
other novel—"A Tale of the Christ”—
whith was to be his life work—
written with the fervor and loftiness
of thought which only a really big
man can put into his work.

The general had never been to the
Holy lLand. But he had read his
Bible:; he had read descriptive works
—he knew the customs of the peoples
in Bible times. Bo he kept at the book
even after President Garfleld named
him governor of the territory of New
Mexico. Finally it was finished and
on its way to Harper & Brothers, then
thes leading publishing house in Amer-
ica.

Just what happened to the manu-
ser'pt in Harper's is not clear, How-

ever, it lay around for months—read
o: unread, history sayeth not. Finally
some reader Induced the house Lo {s-
susé a limited number of copies. And
the book did not sell

For two years it lagged bebind the
six best sellers of those days. Then,
wifhout rhyme or reason—or, per-
haps because of its Inherently great
lHterary value—or, because it was the
best novel of the century—the pub-
lic began te buy. Orders plled up un-
til one edition followed another go
rapldly that the publishers lost count.

At that time there was no interna-
tional copyright and forelgn publish-
Ing houses issued pirated editions in
all known tongues, Including Eng-
lish. The fame of the book spread to
the furthermoat eorners of the world
Literary coritics were unanimous In
singing Its praises—after the publie
had taken It to its collective bosom!

The Plety of a Great Novelist

And, of coursa, the astyte theatrical
manager sought the state rights—
but in valn, For General Wallace, as
was stated, was a deeply religious
man and was of the opinion that it
would be something akln to sacrilege
to portray the figure of thy Baviar
on the stage—and how elsa could the
manager convey the apoken word to
an audience?

At .that t!ime Mare Elaw and A L
Erianger were most powerful in the
theatrica]l] world. Assoclated with

and magnetic.
the ganeral. Conferénce after con-
farence came to wreck upon the one
question—how to portray The Christ
Finally Brooks " hit upon the plan—
to substitnte a shaft of plercing light.

The general capituiated and Wil-
Ham Young, a noted dramatist, was
commissionad to write the play. The
contract was slgnad on April 17, 1399,
and early in SBeptember Young deliv-
ersd the completed text

The Original Cast of “Bemn Hur."

Then the casting began. For the
title role there was needed an im-
posing figure, a [ins, actor, with a
strong, masterful volce. The cholce
fioally fell upon Walker Whiteslds,
noted as a splendid mummer, William
8. Hart, sincs then a film star, was
selected for Messala, ths villain of the
play. Henry Lee, a Shakespsarean ac-
tor of fine presence, was chosen for
Simonides; Frank Mordaunt, the elder,
for Balthazar; Emmett Corrigan, still
a big figure on the American stage,
was assigned to Ildérim, the Arad
she'k and owner of the four Arab
horses which won the famous chariot
raca; Fyederick Truesdell a Balasco
actor since then, for Molluch; Mabel
Burt, for the mother of Ben Hur;
Adeline Adler, a comparatively un-
known actress, for Tirzah, Ben Hur's
eweatheart; Mary Shaw, known to
stage lovers of the present era, for

They sent him to see lstar,

for Esther. Within two days
Whiteslde had realizsad that phyasic-
ally he was unsuited for the role of
Ben Hur and had resigned. He was
followed by Grace Geéorge, who was
replaced by Gretchen Lyons.

Brooks, who staged the play., re-
placed Whiteside with Edward J.
Morgan, the creator of John Storm,
hero in Hall Caine's “The Christian.”
Morgan was eminently sulted for the
part, physically and histrionleally. (He
killed himself some years age in a
fit of despondency.)

The opening night was November
29, 1899; the house the Broadway the-
ater at Broadway and Forty-first
street. A strange coincidence Is that
the Broadway was formearly a Chris-
tlan church where the word of God
was preached—not acted.

The initial audience littls realized
the tremendous amount of work en-
talled In the production. Four train-
ers worked six months to train the
horses for the chariot race, run on a
troadmill—ths first time such a con-
trivance had besn used on a stage.
The mill cost $15,400 to construet

But that was not the only out-
lay, for the costuming and scenery
brought the entire cost of the produc-
tion up to §TLO00—a tremendous sum
for those days. To duplicats the orig-
iegal production would cost close to
$200.000 today!

the Book and Everybody Read It.

THEN-—-“Ben Hur”’ Was Drama-
tized and 20,000,000 Saw the Play.
AND NOW-—“Ben Hur” Is Being
Made QOver for the Screen, With
Scenes Actually Filmed in the Coli-
seum at Rome.

F

From thé yery first night the play
was an overwhelming success. Wil
bur Bates a Chicago newspaper man,
had been appointed publicity man
and hs worked the newspapers
of New York and surrounding terri-
tory to the queen's taste. Tha vary
first week he had a speclal morning
performance for clergymen of all de-
nominations. Among them he distrib-
uted cards to fill out—how they liked
It—or did not—would they talk of the
play In the pulpit, ete? The result of
the Intense campalzn was that the
play ran for 194 nights—until stopped
by the heat—and despite the low
scale of prices took in $£453.000!

Genernl Lew Wallace, author of “Hen Hur,” whose great book goes
into the movies,

” -

What has happened to “Ben Hur”
since then? It has traveled the coun-
try from end to end every season
slnce then, except the last, And It is
going out again the next. Twenty
million parsons haves s¢en the play
and have pald spme §10,000.000 to see
It England acclaimed it; so did Aus-
tralia. The book on which the play
was based has been read In every con-
celvable nook of the world—and it
has been seen only in English-speak-
ing countries.

In the coursg of time the cast
changed completaly. William Farnum,
fiim star, became Ben Hur, to be _ﬁll{‘-]
peeded by Emmett Corrigan and Rich-

1921 YEAR OF FLOWERS IN
YOSEMITE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

Magnificent Display of Blooms Held Never Before Equaled—Showirg
Attributed to Abundant Smow.

ten into the history of Yosamlite

valley by Nature herself as the
year of flowers, Perhaps nevar be-
fore bas there been such a magnif-
fcent display of blooms of so diver-
sifled a nature @spilayed on an equal
space of the sarth's surface. The
abundance of blooms Is the result of
abundant snows on the higher levels
of the park.

Yosemite's topography, with thous-
ands of feet differenca In altitude
in places within hailing distance of
ench other, makes |t possible for the
visitor to enjoy flowers of several
seasons in a single visit,

Leaving the rich San Joagquin wal-
ley at Merced for the beautiful trip
by train through the Canyon of the
Merced river, scarred by the gold
d&iggings of 49, the traveler turns
his floral calendar backward with
each mile of climbing into the Slerra
Nevadas, passing raplidly from full
summer to late spring at E! Fortal,
where the officlal gateway to Yosem-
ite national park is located A few
miles further, at the gates of the
valley—that famous spot where EI
Capitan stands om the left, Three
Graces and Bridal Veil falls on ths

THE YEAR 1921 has been writ-

right, with a vista of Yosemite wval-
ley between—he finds spring in full
glory.

Seasena Sirangely Merged,

And on the Bame day visitors to
Glacier polnt, “just upstairs” from
Yosemite valley, on the rim of the
granite wall inclosing the wvalley and
3254 feet higher, may be seen skiing
and tobogganing on four feet of
snOW.

By the time summer geis to Yo-
semite wvalley (It {s springtime at
Glaciér point, and when summar gets
to the Point the Slerra s enjoving
the brief season which passes there
tor both spring and summer, and
Yoseamite wvalley has progressed well
toward autumn.

Most interesting of all plants to
the visitor is the snow plant—and no
ether {8 so jealously guarded by the
park authorities. When word of a
new stalk is received a sign is dis-
patched hastlly and erected near It—
“hands off!" In its early stages the
snowplant Is more llke a gearlet as-
paragus tip tham anything else. As
it matures the leaves near the upper
end unfold and reveal bells much like

those of & hyacinth. The name snow

plant {8 misleading, according to
such & high suthority as Jepson, who
says the plant has nothing to do with
snow and that the namse probably
originated becauss It appears early
in spring and is llkely to be oaught
in a late flurry, which makes the
richness of its coloring all the more
consplcuous, causing the uninformed
to think that the plant has pushed Ita
way through the new snow.
Plant Remarkable One.

Contrary to the 'mmmon assump-
tion, the snow plant is not a para-
site, but lives on decaving wvegetable
matter absorbed through intricately
laced white fibers which serve ths
plant in the place of roots. It Ia
unique~in that the food absorbed Is
at once transmuted into the scarlet
stalk and leaves, dlffering from
othar plants, which are wveritable
¢hemical laboratories, demanding
ch'orophyl to assist them in digesting
their daily meal

There probably are mora than 1000
different species of flowering plants,
shrubs and trees in Yosemite. Somae
of them, like the marsh buttercup,
seam to bud beneath the snow and
then burst into bloom as soon As
the iey eovering melts, On the high
levgls of the park a thin patch of
snow will disappear under the in-
fluence of a hdl yun and the patient
botanist in a few hours can sce the
buttercup unfolding into full blossom
This undoubtedly is due to environ-
ment, naturse having taught the
flowers of the high altitudes to adapt
themselves to the brief season of

PEOPLE OF MANDALAY REGARD
DOGFISH AS SACRED ANIMAL |

Elevation of Species to Distinction Goes Far Back Into History and
Involves Shan Princess Whose Marriage Proved Unhappy.

HE PEOFLE of Mandalay hawve
T chosen the dogfish which In-

fests the Irrawnddy river as one
of their sacred animals, for a wery
picturesque and romantic reason
which goes back a long time in their
history. In ocur own country fish
have attracted to our rivers myriads
of devotess, from the Immortal Ifaak
Walton downwards, but in thelr oase
the devotlon has been not to the
fish, but to the sport of ecatching
and kNling It a fate which obviously
doea not befall animals which are
invested with sanctity.

The legend of the Burmese sacred
dogfish tells that once upon a time
a king of Pagan was married to a
Shan princess, who had an earring
In which was set a relle of Buddha
All went well during the esarlier por-
tion of the married life of the royal
gouple, but at last there came & rift
in the lute, ®»0 to speak, for one day
the king noticed that this relic was
shining unnaturally, =mnd, belng =
yvery supertitious potentate, he forth-
with jumped to the conclusion that
bls o wife must bhe a witch, and in
copsequence turned her out.

Sorrowfully. the unfortunate qQueen
| began ner jourmey to her homs iu

the Ehan states, and on her arrival
at Shwezayan she made up her mind.
naot without much apparent good rea-

son that there was no use In re-
taining any longer thia relle of
Buddha, which had brought her to

such & sorrowful pasa. Acocordingly,
much distraught, as may wall be
imagined she burlad It In the ground
and caused the erection of a lttle
pagoda over it, thus converting the
place inte a shrine,

Bmoe years later it began to be
rimored that, owing to tha presance
of the relic, large fish congregated
at this spot In the Myltnge river at
gertain seasons of the year. The
queen's husband heard of this, and
sent his minister to InvestTgate Lhe
story. The flsh, It was discovered
would come up to be fed by hand,

and the minister, In view of this
fact, put gold jeaf on the fishes'
haads

It happened once that tho minister
had to go to Bhamo on business soon
aftar his visit to Bhwezsayan, and te
his surprise, at a pagoda festiva] at
Bhamo, he discovered in the Irra-
waddy river msome of tha same fish
with the gold lsaf on thair heada

On hls return he mentloned this to

The temptation scene in the grove of
Daphne—Richard Buchler as Ben
Hur nand Virginia Howell as Iras,

ard Buehler. OIld4 Bill Hart, bad mun
—good man—of the movies, relin-
quilshed bis rolg of Mesasla, the wvil-
lain Actors came and want, bul
“Bsn Hur,” the perennlal, continued

on its way

Why the Flay Was Sold.
thereo
asona

About & year Ago oame &
hiteh—ona of the re for not
sending the play out last year—Klaw
aod Erlenger disagreed and their
yoara-iong partnership was dlesolvad
The play bacame the center of a legal
dispute which ended oniy gs short
time ago. Under the new agresment
Kiaw withdrew antirely and the swn-
ership was vested in Erlanger, &leg-
fold and Dillingham. The motlon plec-
ture righis werg cofiracted for at
$1.000,000, the highest price sver pald
for the movie rights to play or book

David W. Griffith held the record
up to the purchase of "Ben Hur” by
paying §$175.000 for “‘Way Down
East.”™

And this brings us to the moation

pleture some day to be made of the
book Miming the echariot race In
the Coliseum at Romo—deplcting thae
wreck of the galley durlng the ses
battle with pirates—the rescus of
Ben Hur—the temptiation scens in
the grove of Daphne!

And then pgain the “eeply relig-
lous naturs of the story will lend it-
self to translation to the sereen by
some master mind—Ilike—shall it be
Griffith?

At any rats “Ben Hur" stands alone

and unrivaled as a money-maloer,
elther in the literary or dramatip
flald, It Is in® class by ‘tself and,

as the ad says “thers's a reason™—it
|s & maktarplece by a master of de-
soriptive writing—tenss, human, yet
deeply religious and reverant.

the king, with the resnlt that Shewes-
ayan hecame a sacred place, The
veneration in which it s held by the
jahabllants of Purmah s apparent
from the pligrimages made to it from
all parts of the country. Espealslly
noticeable, as hap heep sald, ares the
crowds which wigit ths place In
March,

Payson S5till Walks at 83,
Cutlook,

Edward Payson Weston, the pedes-
trian who was famous a generation
ago for his wonderful walking featis,
is still bale and hearty at tha age of
£2 years, S0 & newspapoer paragraph
states Even now he walks three
miles dally his mall and several
times & week taRkes & 12-mile walk in
the nelghhorhood of hls home, Plu-
tarch, Uister county., New York. just
to keep himeelf in condition. Waeston
ance walked 660 miles in #ix days, and
5000 miles In 100 days.

for

England's Dinner Is on Wane.

London Mall,

It used to he sald that half the
energy of the British was expended
in glving unneceasary dinnars to one
another, but the reproach Is no longer
Justified. People entertain frealy
enough n othersays, Hut the formal
dinner party I8 becoming more and
nore & thing of the past It Is at
ance too expensive and 100 dull for
an ag® which s compalled to regard
sconomy but eagerly demands to be
amused.




