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BY DeWITT HARRY.
and reports from the

RUMORS these days tend to keep
on the alert, . for the

men of Alaska would have us of the
States believe that they have again - .

truck mineral wealth beyond" the
dreams of avarice. Soon after the
great rushes that carried the hordes
of adventurers Into that country prior
to 1900, there came a gradual taper-
ing off of placer mining, the best
of the gravel had been worked, and
then came the next phase, with the
entry of the great dredges into the

old fields. With the world war their
difficulties multiplied, gold did not
Cain in value as did so many other
metals and necessities, but the cost
of production did, and once again
Alaska suffered a hard blow.

For years Alaskans have claimed
that they were receiving far the
worst of a. bad deal in their system
of government. It is the last remain-
ing territory in the nation and they
have claimed, with a. great deal of
justice It might seem, that they were
becoming the site for the trial of all
manner of experiments. Students of
Xrablio affairs and men with their
'whole Invested in Alaska have com-
plained that they were being stran-
gled by too many governmental bu-Tea-

and the result has been the Im-
possibility of carrying on business as
they should. Alaska of today is a
country of vast possibilities, say
those who have made a study of her,
and few venture to estimate what her
future may be. Suffice it to state
that report of new mineral finds
would seem to assure Americans that
this rn possession of ours
will yet become a great producer of
wealth. The lumber and fishing val-
ues of the territory have already
been made the subjects of careful re-
ports, and Just a few months ago
Alaska was placed in a separate for-e- st

district of her own, the head-Quarte- rs

being moved from Portland.
New Strikes Start Ilunh.

Anchorage seems to be the most
prosperous city in Alaska today. It
Is from here, about the center for
prospecting of these times, that most
of the reports of quartz and placer
finds as well as oil Indications seem
to emanate. It is a town situated
just where the narrow tapering strip
cf Alaska that extends down along
the Canadian coast comes to an end
and Alaska proper begins. Near this
point was one of the main trails to
the interior in the old gold-rus- h days,
the overland route through the moun-
tains to Fairbanks. The hardy men
trying to get to the pay dirt in the
interior took the trail and passed
the spot shown in the accompanying
picture. It marks one of the best
sections of the route and even now
tits of bones and other remains of
their unfortunate pack animals can
be found scattered about.

Far to the rear in the picture as
shown is Mount Wrangel, one of the
few active volcanoes on the conti-
nent. It does not look any too terri-
fying, and it la doubtful if many of
the hikers In the old rush days even
knew that it was a dormant giant
fraught with dire possibilities. Even
If .they knew that there was danger
of some kind about the great moun-
tain, it would likely only have been
an Incident of the trail, they met
and overcame so many terrors. At
the. time the main rush was on to
the Klondike, and it was from this
that most of the other sections of thecountry were located, the majority of
the adventurers preferred to come by
way of St. Michaels and the Yukon.
That route was to go north through
the Bering sea around Seward penin-
sula and thence up the 2000 miles or
more of the Yukon, all depending on
the camp one was making for.

Trail Terrors Failed to Stop.;
Rumors of strikes and new rich

grounds multiplied as the explora-
tions went on, and the prospectors

' struck Into new country. Since the
days of the great rush there have
been many thousands of visitors
In Alaska and the Yukon, and but
few of them have been able to get the
faintest conception of what these days
of hardship meant to the men after
gold. Bits of the trail will ever
stand out cruel and frigid even to
those who did not traverse the passes,
but who can get even the faintest
idea of what these men were con-
fronted with in their great struggle.
Gold as a lure brought reward to but
few of them in sufficient quantity to
repay them for their journeys and
hardships. It was not only the terror
of the cold, but the hard work that
took ell that men had and left them
too weak to complete their journeys.
They often reached their objectives
to find that the news of the find had
been exaggerated and that they could
not make decent wages, much less a
fortune. And then there were those
adventurous spirits who tried forgreat stakes, who did not have suffi-
cient cash to outfit themselves prop-
erly, and who did not have the train-
ing or the faintest conception of what
trail hardships meant.
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mer fared worse than did the dogs gold, on the trails that they compli- - these men were really brave or
used in winter generally for the rea- - cated things greatly for those who strong, not merely weaklings strength-so- n

that the men who drove dogs had a better right. ened with the one purpose of getting
knew how to care for them. In some Crnce allow a person to become in- - gold and a life of ease. The arguerways H was a fine. free, primatlve oculated with the germ of riches be- - for the weakness side says that this
life, especially for the hard men who yond avarice and it is difficult to stop hectic lever, only rose from foolish-kne- w

something of what they had to their projects. They are after some- - ness and greed. Be that as it may the
'do and could meet their problems with thing for nothing. It was just this gold seeker of the late 90s got his fill
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right, but one that they got from
white standards, and as a general
rule, though Alaskan visitors Have no
too fine an opinion of the natives
they mus admit that they did not, as
a general rule, allow the search for
gold to mar their lives, as was the
cause with so many of the men from
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comforts that aro a portion of lifft
in the states.

The country has not changed a
great deal from what it was 13 or
more jears ago when the first great
strikes were made. Doubtless there
is plenty of more mineral wealth to be
found there, and the trails will be

NO. ..

new discoveries. The land is far from
one of milk and honey and the old
prospectors will remember all their
lives the many expedients they were
put to for food. The welcome mar-
mots or whistlers and their succulent
stews, the small game and the berries
In the spring all helped immensely in
a country where food of any kind was
exceedingly scarce at times. Many
were the expedients that men were
put to in order to keep alive, and most
of us can remember the wonderful
stories that were told of eggs at a
dollar a dozen and of other food at
like prices. Few would have thought
then that civilized people would bo
paying better than Klondike prices
within a few years and glad to get
the food. It is just another illustra-
tion of what grat changes some
world event can make, such as a ter-
rific war that involves most of the
nations of the globe.

One of the greatest tribulations of
the north country Is the plague of
flies that is liberated there for the
short summer season. The tundra or
swamps thaw out and the insect life
has a very short period of existence,
but in this restricted time they reach
a much hardier 6tage and are more
active than the insect of the south.
The explorers who first entered the
country were nearly driven wild by
them for it was a totally unexpected
development. Even now the operators
of the great dredges, the machines
now working over the remaining
gravel of that great placer region,
have a great deal of trouble holding
their men to work on account of the
torture from gnats, mosquitos and
flies during the short working sea-
son. Theirs is a short life but an
active one.

Prospectors Trylnsc to Forget.
Few of the old timers who made

the first rush into some of the more
remote camps care to sit down and
spin tales of the trails. Theirs seems
to be somewhat the same feeling as is
possessed by a soldier who has seen
horrible sight3 on the battlefield.
They would prefer to forget It and
the cruelty it recalls; the grim race
with the wolf of hunger and the cold,
with the real wolves and the vultures
waiting for them, are not the most
pleasant recollections; the scanty
grass for their animals and the forced
moves with little chance for food and
the resultant starvation of their best
comrades; the tragic splashes on the
road that marked the end of the Jour-
ney for some comrade; the veneer
of civilization and how easily it was
stripped from the crude strong men
in the wilderness.

The men who tackled the north at
this time were not out for beauty but
for wealth, "we ain't chasln daisies
but gold," was one of their standard
remarks. On the hike it was hard for
any of the men. to allow anyone to
pass them; no matted how far they
had to go it nearly always degener-
ated into a race, the more strenuous
the closer to their goal. Then came
the innumerable rumors that had a
tendency to swing the men away from
their object on some other trail. The
tales of "nothing there" and then the
magnificent stimulation of new
strikes and fortunes being won daily.
Many of these men drove into this
country by sheer will-powe- r, they
really had no right to attain their ob-

jectives. They conquered streams
that were boiling torrents In summer
and steel banded masses of ice in win-
ter. They took no notice of cold or
hunger. Just drove to their destina-
tion, and If fortunate came out with
their fortune.

Miners Drown for Gold.
Soon after the first strikes a num-

ber of old miners who had been work-
ing on the low-gra- de propositions in
the vicinity of Juneau went into the
interior to search for their fortune.
A number of them came out with
their stake on the little boat Islander.
The Islander was unfortunate enough
to hit one of the numerous reefs on
the inner passage on the way out from
the north and the captain saw that
there was no chance to make shore.
Even then the majority of these men
were so filled with the spirit of get-
ting their hard-earne- d fortunes out
that they could not bear to leave
them; They took their dust, many
pounds of the gold, buckled it about
their waists in their great belts and
Jumped overboard, never to rise again.
They could not, even then, figure the
value of their lives.

Most of the present-da- y develop-
ment seems to be confined to the
coast in Alaska and there is certainly
a great contrast between that and
the desolate interior. There are few
pleasant features of the dreary land
inside the encircling mountains of
the coast, but there are some great
development schemes being carried
forth there even under present con-

ditions. Since the advent of the gold
searchers tremendous strikes of cop-
per and coal have been made and
some realization of the wealth of the
coast in lumber has come to be
known. It is a country that un-

doubtedly has a great future, and It
must to time to prove
whether it lies in her gold or other
resources. There are those who in-

sist, with a great deal of reason on
their side It would seem, that Ihe


