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Alaska's Active Vole

ano,from FairbanksTraijl.

BEY DeWITT HARRY.

TMORS and reporis from the
R north these days temd to keep
interest on the alert, for the
men of Alaska would have us of the
states bdDelieve that they have
etruck mineral wealth beyond the
dreams of avarice. Soon safter Lhe
Ereat tushes that carried the hordes
of adventurers into that country prior
to 1900, there came a gradual
ing off of placer mining, the best
of the gravel had been worked, and
then came the next phase, with the
entry of the great dredges into the
Eold flelds, With the world war thelr
@ifficuities multiplied, goid 4¢id not
gain in valos as did so many other
matals and necessities, but the cost
of production 4Qid, and once agaln
Alaska suffered a hard blow.

For yoars Alaskans have ocaimed
that they were receiving far the
worst of a bad deal in their systam
of government. It is the last remsin-
ing tarritory in the nation and they
bhave chimed, with a great deal of
Justica 4t might seem, that they were
becoming the site for the trial of all
manner of experiments. Students of
public affairs and men with thelr
whola Investad in Alaska have com-
plained that they wore belng =stran-
Eied by too many governmental bu-
reaus, and thes result has been tha im-
possibility of carrying on business as
they should. Alaska of today 1s a
country of wast possibilities, say
those who have made a study of her,
and fow venture to estimate what her
fduture may be. Suffice it Lo state
that reports of new mineral finds
would seem to assure Americans that
this far-northern posaession of ours
will yet becoma a great producer of
wealth. The lumber and fishing val-
ues of the territory have already
been made the subjects of careful re-
ports, and Jjust a few months ago
Alaska was placed in a separate for-
est district of her own, the head-
quarters being moved from Fortland.

New Sirikes Start Rush.

Anchorage seems to he the most
prosperous city in Alaska today. It
Ila from here, about the center for
prospecting of these times, that most
of tha reports of quartz and placer
finds as well as oll Indications seem
to emanats. It is a town situated
Just where the narrow tapering strip
cf Alaska that extends down along
the Canadian coast comes to an end
and Alaska proper begins. Near this
point was ona of the maln trails to
the interior in the old gold-rush days,
the overland route through the moun-
teins to Falirbanks. The hardy men
trying to got to the pay dirt in the
intarior toock the trall and passed
the =pot shown In the accompanying
picture. It marks one of the best
rections of the route and even now
blts and other remains of
thelr unfortunate pack animals can
be found mscattered about.

Far to the rear In the plcture as
shown I8 Mount Wrangel, one of the
few active velcanoes on tho contl-
nent. 1t does not look any too terri-
fying, and it le doubtful if many of
the hikers in the old rush davs even
knew that it was a dormant glant
fraught with dire posxibilitios, Ewen
if they Enew that thers was danger
of some kind about the great moun-
tain, it would likely only hikve been
an fncident of the trail, they mer
and overcame B0 many terrors. At
tha time the main rush was on to
the Klondike, and it was from this
that most of the other sections of the
country ware located, the majority of
the adventurers preferred to come by
way of St. Michaels and the Yukon.
That rouls was to go north through
the Bering sea around Seward penin-
sula and thence up the 2000 miles or
more of the Yukon, all depending on
the camp one was making for.

Trall Terrors Falled to Stop.

Rumors of strikes gnd new rich
grounds multiplied as the explorn-
tions went on, and the prospectors
struck into new country. BSince the
days of the great rush there have
been many thousande of visitors
in Alnska and the Yukon, and but
few of them have be2en able to get the
faintest conception of what these days
of hardship meant to the mep
gold. Bits of tha trall will
stand out cruel and frigid even to
thosoe who did not traverse the passes,
but who c¢un get even the falntest
idea of what these meén were con-
fronted with in their great struggle:
Gold as 5 lure brought reward to but
few of them in sufficlent quantity to
repay them for thelr journeys and
hardshlps. 1t was not only the terror
of the cold, but the hard work that
took that men had and left them
too weak to complete thelr Journeys
They often reached thsir objectives
to find that the news of the find had
been exaggerated and that they could
not make decent wages, much less a
fortune. And then wars those
adventuroys spirits who tried
grent stakes, who dld not have suffi-
ciant caah outfit themsalves prap-
eriy. and who did not have the traln-
ing or the faintest conception of what
trall hardships meant

Failure. disappointment were the
Jot of miost of thess men, not reward,
On one 15-mile stretch of a well-
travalad trall the mu=sher (n 150%
would pass 2000 dead horses, bearsts
faithfwi and who had done their hest.
but left to dle when their period of
usefulness was over. It was g cruel
lUfs for slock, and the horses in sum-
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mer fared worse than did the dogs
used in wintér generally for the rea-
=on thut the men who drove dogs
knew how to eare for them. In some
wWays was a fine, free, primutive
ife, especially for the hard men who
knew something of what they had to
do and could meet thelr prohlems with
some sert of a4 chance of gratbing off
a vioctory. The ten-day miners, the
men who went In with a "ciEarette
and a sandwich™ had a lot to learn
and had to E0 out most of the time
befora their efforts ware crowned
with success. There were s0 many
youngsters, and even older man,
virtually iosane with the desire for

gold, on the trails that theéy compli-
eated thmgs greatly for those who
bad & hetter right

Cnee allow & person to become in-
oculated with the germ of riches be-
Yoend avarice and it is difficult to stop
their projects. They aure after some-
thing, nothing. It was just this
that brought in anpy number of young
men wkhko had ng experience and not
suffic'ant funde to equip themselves
properiy. These feilows dared svery-
thing in a foolhardy manner and very
few of them ever came through with
the fortune. It has made a great
ground for argument in discussions of

for

these men Weére really brave or
stroog, not merely weaklings strength-
¢ned with the one purpose of getting
gold and a ilfe of ease. ‘The arguer
for the woakness side says that this
hectic tever only rose from foolish-
ness and greed. Be that as it may the
gold secker of the iate 90& got his fill
of grezl and filth and foollshness ns a
geneéral rule, and many of them are
yer seeking.

“Flichlehamin™ was the Indlan name
for gold in the north and few of the
original inhabitants of the country
could understand how the white man

‘eonid risk s6- much for the vyallow

this lure of advonture as lo whether metal. To them it had = wvaluc all

i .

-

right, but one that! they got from
white standards, and as= a geneéeral
rule, though Alaskan visitors Huave no
too fine an oplnion of the natives
they must admit that they did not, as
a gZeneral rule, aflow the search for
Eold 1o mar thelr lives, = was the
cRuse with so many of the men from
the fars =outh who Invaded the!r coun-
try The Alaskan native even now
seems content to go on with his even
lite of Tishing and hunting, and is not
s0 avaricious nsx the average white
man. Of course there |® the argu-
ment that they do not know of the
refinements of ciwllization, or do not
have any yesraning Zfor the many

comforts that
In the states.
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i plenty of more mineral wealth to
found there, and the ctralls wiill
*opened once more when the gold gets
back to standnasrd The oid
are all tipere and In the same shape as
when they were abandoned years ago
The gEold sesker this year has been
Boing in over the Falrbanks trail
once more And the indications are that ssctio
some of the other pections will be waell
opencd agaln within a few yoars with come,
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