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TO PREVENT MURDER.

The Oregonian tell us last year
ia] punishment s n preventive of
What doea The Oregoninn think
abouy It now, after & eeason _of Lha mowt
crunl ard bloody murders in the history of
the atate?

Thus 2 The Oregonian reminded
of what one of ils more or less sat-
isfied readers thinks Is its sins, be-
cause it favored in 1820 restoration
of the death penalty for murder.

The Oregonian did not tell any-
body, last year or ever, that mere
andctment of law authorizing capital
punishment would put an end, or
even tend to put an end, to the de-
liverate taking of human life. But
it said, and it now repeats, that rigid
enforcement of law tends to prevent
crime, including murder, and will
prevent it. It sald, and it repeats,
that the principal justification for
the death penalty is its even and ex-
act justlce; but whether there was
Imposed the death penalty or life
imprisonment for murdeyr. neither
would be effective as deterrent
unless Juries found men gullty of
cupltal erimes, and did not set them
free upon false pleas of self-defense,
or insanity, or any other evasive nnd
emotional excuse for defeating jus-
tice.

Who will

punishment
21

say that there Is capital
in Oregon? Since May
1920, when the soverelign people
soupght to retrieve thelr error of 1914
in abolishing the death penalty, and
after six years of fallure to stop
murder or to punish it adequately,
put the death penalty again in the
consiitution, there has been & horri-
ble succession of fearful homicides,
and one man has been execued—
Neil Hart, for the killing of Sheriff
Taylor. It is o sad record.

The general attitude toward mur-
der s a reproach to the Amerionn
poople. Every capital erime, in-
volving the taKing of human life,
is succeeded by a legal game to de-
feat Justice through technical pro-
cedure, through judicial tolerance,
through soft-hearted juries. The
machinery of the courts, so far as
murder is concerned, Is utilized to
free men who Kkill their fellows, not
%o make them pay the price of their
wrongdolng, The whole syatem isa
sianmé and a2 mock, and not one
vorce, from the highest to the low-
est, can be found to excuse [t; yet
it Is always expected, in every in-
stance where life Is taken, that the
perpetrator will exhaust every de-
vice of obstruction, overy possaible
plea of justification or nonaccounta-
bility, to go freec; and usually he
does.

An or woman s
killed In revenge, or malice, or pas-
slon, and the public is sadly shocked;
but it quickly forgets its indignation
at wanton crime and its sympathy
for the sorrowing relatives of the
vietim, in an awakened compassion
for the murderer, It no mere
Joke that maudlln men "and foolish
women shower a murdersr with
tokens of Interest and f{lowers
séntiment. I is literally and horri-
bly true. Ii should not be true.

Until there s a wholly changed
attitude toward murder—an ex-
pressed and efficient determination
to punish it—scorn and detestation
for the perpetrator—men will kill,
lawyers will trifle with the courts,
Juries will forget thelr duty, and jus-
tice willl not ba done.

Innocent man
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TEACHING THE TRUTH 1IN

The now Unlted States commis-
Foner of education is not alone in
his desire that history shall be taught
truthfully and that it shall be made
free from the kind of chauvinism,
for example, which long fostered the
impression in thesminds of school
children that the war of 1812 was a
series of unbroken viclories for the
raw troops of the United States over
the sensoned veterans of the enemy.
Similarly the disposition to gloss over
the mistakes of contemporary poli-
ticians and to mention only the
achisvements of statesmen hans given
curréncy to the myth that the past
was far more glorious than the pres-
ent and that mankind s progres-
sively degenerating. Not only Inter-
nutional misunderstandings, bul more
serious domestlc misapprehensions
hikve grown oul of the practice of
unwisely suppressing the unpleasant
eplsodes of hiztory.

It would be worth something to
young students of todav., for ex-
ample, to know that in wvarious
periods of reconstruction and re-
covery from domestic erises Ameri-
cans have not only made mistakes,
but have also undone them; that our
ancestors were not gods and god-
desses. but only men and women
none the less lovable on that ac-
count, and in particualar that what
they did we ourselves may expact
t0 do. A good doal of the pessimism
@t tho present iz due to the false no-
tion that all the people of long ago
were 100 per cent virtuous, and that
they sat & mark that we can never
hope to attain,

Recent Llextbooks of history sin
legs commonly in this regard than
did those of a generation ago. The
real difficulty will' be encountered,
however, when the necessity arises
for distinguishing between |iberty
and license in history writing. Once
restrictions have been removed we
may expect a flood of lll-considered
propaganda of every sort in the guise
of “truth in history.™

HISTORY.

past we are able also to interpret
both wisely nnd sympathetically.
However much we may insist on
truth, we¢ need not discard our
patriotism, and American history
written from the viewpoint of Amer-
fcans still will be consistent with the
sound ethics of education. There is
& fleld for a school historian whose
Americanlsm is reflecied in the com-
mon sense for which, above all other
characteristics, our forefathers, with
their mistakes and all, were dis
tinguished.

A MILLION AUTO TOURISTS,

A Portland ecitizen who Is inter-
ested in the subjéet has been gath-
ering statistles on the number of
automoblle owners who take to the
long road In summer. He has de=z
rived the more or less authenlic es-
timate that no less than 1.000,000
automobiles =&t out In America in
summer on trips varyving In length
of time from a few weeks to three
months.

In Portland the car from another
stale has ceased to attract the old-
time attention. It I8 no longer
unusunl. But in comparison with
tha total number on tour the few
thousand antomohiles that now
reach Oregon are Inconsequential in
number. In short. we have wit-
nessgad only the beginning of a great
annual pligrimage, provided we
miake pur attragtions and roads suf-
ficlently known. 7

If Oregon desires to antertaln a
fair share of the visitors to the Pa.
cific coast it will find it necessary
to do more than bulld good roads
Other states are doing that. The
benefita we have so far recelved are
due principally to the good adver-
tising the visitors who have already
been here have given. It has been
noted by a correspondent that the
officinl guide book of the Amaearican
Automabile association ignores the
main route to Portiland down the
Columbia highway in faver of the
cross-state roads of Washington. That
travelers from the east have not re-
Heglously followed this gulde book is
due to the hablt motorisis have of
swapping road experiences with each
other,

The Columbia highway as such
has received more or less national
advertising. But it has not been
made sufficiently clear that it is an
east and westbound trunk line as
well as a scoenle highway.

Touristes make one complaint con-
cerning Oregon. Its highways are
not sufficiently marked. California
and Washington are far ahead of
Oregon in that particular. We are
providing the good roads, but are
letting the tourist hunt for them. We
have been so busy bullding that we
have neglected other essentials.

Oregon roads, and particulnrly
the routes through the towns, cught
to be plainly signed before another
summer comes, There are businesses
that directly profit from tourist
travel. They or some of them have
their own organizations formed for
mutual betterment. They could im-
prove thelr own affairs vastly by
acting on the matter of road signs
and by Wigilant watchfulness that
Oregon is properly represéented in
tourist literature.

“MUSCLE” OR “MUSSEL."

The controversy over the right
way to spell the name of the water-
power site In Tennessee which Henry
Ford is tryving to lease from the
United Btates government will be
interesting to those who sot store by
historical origin® and regard metic-
ulous accuracy in minute particulars
as Important. Such an issue was
once seriously disputed,. and has
been for all practicil purposes sot-
tied, in the case of the "Willamette™
river, which even to this day Jars
the sensitive Inner ears of those
ploneers who know that “Wallamet,"
or preferably “Wallamut," ap-
proaches much nearer to-the noble
and sonorous sound which the Indians
gave it, and which is only belittled
by the French terminal which has
been undeservedly thrust upon it
Who knows now what the correct
spelling of the *“Hancheukes,” or
"Hancheke,” or “Anchiyvuke,” or
“Hanchiyouk,” river would have
been if some of our forefathers had
not cautiously sidestepped the issue
long ago by naccepting the name
“Puddingy” with the nol-altogether
appetiging legend which it recalls?

Our ancestors were careless about
those matters, being more busily en-
gaged In overcoming obstacles than
in bothering about the spelling of
the names of them. Undoubtedly
the “Muscle’” shoals, or *“*Mussesl"
shoals, whichever they may be, pre-
santed an early obstacle to travel In
the days before they were looked on
as potentin]l assel= in nitrate manu-
facture; wherefor there is a certain
reasonableness in the theory ad-
vanced by an Alabaman that these
hardy backwoodsmen intended that
the place should be called “Muscle’”
shonls, because it required much
musecle to ascend them in a canoe.
Yet we have our doubis, especially
after having examined a map of the
Rocky mountain country printed in
the early "40s, on which the name
“Muscle Shell” river, in Montana,
appears as plain as daylight. Wea
take it that there is here no associa-
tion between *“‘muscle” and “‘shell”
which will bear investigation. The
early cartographers were apt
to have been ocoutdoor men, not
greatly concerned ‘with orthograph-
icnl mnicetiea, though usually mus-
cular and frequently, according to
report. hard-shelled. But the known
geclogical facts concerning the Mus-
gelshell river in Montana juslify the
revision of the spelling which has
taken place on later maps.

It is as probabie that if the folks
in Alabama and Tennessee will sum-
mon the 'geologists to their assist-
ance they will filnd the secret of the
way that Muscle shoals ought to be
spalled In the lore of the Devonian,
or the Jurassic, or the Tertiary period,
rather than in the time of the North
American Indians, or even the first
voyageurs, Bul the fresh-water mus-
sel is even yet indigenous to the
streams of the Allegheny watershed,
which permitz & modern interpreta-
tion. even more plausible than the
ingenious and as yet.unsupportad
“muscle” theory to which aHusion
has been made.

Nevertheless there has grown up
a custom of accepting official stat-
utes and documents as final au-
thority in matters of this kind. The

spelling of the name of our sister
county of Clarke in Washington was
perpetnated, and another by which
old FPlerre Chouteau’'s pname was
handed down as “Choteau’” in Mon-
tana are familiar examples, but not
the only ones. A name may be le-

It will be we llqultc nnother,

gally one thing and to the student
According to all the

if la recounting the errors of the acts of congress and the reports of
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legisiative error by which the mis."

“Muscle” shoals, Just as the official
name of Clark county is “Clarke."
Not all the facts of paleontology, or
of geology, or of mythology, or of
history, are suflicient to upset the
acts of congress and of legisiatures.

AN AUTHOR OF AN EARLIER SCHOOL.

The npame of Harriet Prescott
Spofford will mean little or nothing
to the present generation of resders,
but it recalls that sbout the time
of the civil war or soon afterward
she was almost as widely known as,
my, Harriet Beecher Stowe. 8he
belonged to the period of Rose Terry
Cooke, Gail Hamilton and Louise
Chandler Moulton, and she achieved
the distinction of having one of her
short stories, *“Clrcumstances,’” in-
cluded In Willlam Dean Howeslls'
best twenty American tales. Our
mothers and fathers who were read-
ing the "Atlantic™ in the sixties and
seventies will remember her, and
mme will now vaguely wonder what
had become of her in all the years
since she ceased to write and her
books came to be less and less fre-
quentiy called for in public libraries.

SBtyles change in literature as well
as in clothes, it appears. It would
be difficult to put a finger on the
precise reason why Mrs, Spofford's
stories seem alien to us today, yet
they undoubtedly do. Not in the
essentials of rhetorical form, nor in
the details of grammar and Syntax
do these differences exist, but in the
more slusive particular which makes
the files of Iliterary periodicals of
half a ckntury ago secm as if they
had been written in another tongue.
She caught the spirit of the time in
which =he lived, but only its con-
temporary spirit. She reminds one
how hard it is to seize on and hald
fast to the elements which are com-
mon to all time.

The death of Mrs. Spofford at the
age of eighty-seven, which cccurred
recently, already .has provoked dis-
cussion of the reamon why she did
not hold the stage longer, since there
i$ po doubt of her wide popularity
for a time. For thlas each reader
will have his own explanation. The
suggestion that it was because in
her later years she dild not feel the
spur of financial necessity s inter-
esting at least, in view of the action
of the University of Michigan only
the other day in inviting a poet to
accept & fellowship which 1= to be

sinecure, in the hope, perhaps,
that his muse will be insplired by
the absence aof the wolf, and also
In connection with & popular outery
for' the endowment of promising
writers generally, Here at least was
one who censed doing her best work
after all her economic apprehensions
had been dispeiled.

RAUMANITARIANS
CHINA,

The outstanding feature of the
report of the Rockefeller Founda-
tlon for 1920 will seem to many per-
sons to be Its review of the work it
has accomplished toward establish-
ing medical education on a sound
basis in the orient. By medical edu-
cation is meant not only the intro-
duction of certain methods of heal-
ing and hyglene which are genorally
accepted as a part of western
sciencs, but also a better under-
standing by tha great masses of the
people of the nature of plagues and
epidemics and of the old maxim that
an ounce of prevention Is worth a
pound of cure. In pursuance of an
ambitious programme which seeks,
apparently, to unite east and west
in the bonds of a common Intergst
and understanding, Mr, Rockefeller's
agents have Here been less handi-
capped than they are at home by
the undercurrant of hostility Lo so-
called tainted money, but they have
besn subject to prejudices prevall-
Ing against foreigners In general,
But these to the true ploneer repre-
sent obstacles which were created
anly to be overcoma.

Thal the education of the Rocke-
feller almoners themselves is ad-
vanced by this undertaking wiil ap-
pear from the statement made in
another section of the report that
“men rather than money insure effi-
ciency in social effort.™ Millions of
dollars might palliate temporarily
but could not permanently cure the
situation in which the Chinese find
themselves, menaced by diseases
which they are unable to combat
because of want of widespread
popular education. The chief func-
tion of the new college therefore will
be to train new leaders rather than
to force Amerlean physiclans upon
oriental communitieas. Greatest re-
Hince will be placed on the native
practitiomer of the futurs, and he
will be the product solely of the
Foundation college only until China
has been awakened to the need for
colleges of its own. Nor will It be
contended that the new movement
hns beorne fruit untll this has been
accomplished.. But the programme
is even larger than is shown by its
present  scope. It is propbsed to
make the Pekin college in the course
of time a rallying point for sclentific
training and research for the entire
east, the nfost densely populated re-
gion on .the globe. If It does only
a small part of what is hoped for
It, it will exercise a profound In-
fluence in directing the destinies of
more people than now reside on the
continent of North America.

This attack on the excluslveness
of the orient by means of education
in the fundamentals of right living
in the physical sense promisas to
discover the wvulnerable paoint in its
armor, as the missionaries have been
some time finding out The latter
have sugceeded in proportion as they
have coupled thelr efforts as prea®h-
ers with their establishment of
#chools and hospitals, and as they
have been able to spread the gospe!l
of health with the doctrine of salva-
tion. How much they had done when
the Rockefeller medical college in
China was conceived is indicated by
the support by the missions in China
of some 400 hospitals and, in addi-
tion., numerous dispensaries. The
influence of Chinese physiclans who
have been tralned In occidental
schools, however, has recently heen
found to be even more effective than
the personal! work of alien mission-
aries, and the proposal to put the
orient on Its own fest, medically
speaking, gives promise of effecting
a sweeping change both in its mgde
of living and its mannar of thought.

It is the last named factor, in-
deed, which is going to prove to be
the most seriou® obstacle. The
ancient orifental culture {8 a bar to
progress, which would not be met
with, for illustration, If westerners
were dealing with a people who
possessed no background of civiliza-
tion of their own. Not only ineriia
but obstinacy of o positive sort must

AMERICAN N

‘be combated. It will be necessury,

committees and of engineers tou'ch_-'
ing on the subject, the name s

‘of 1850 was substantially

ortenmn. and uauﬂ.tim U';l.l.'. the
health of the individual is the con-
cern of ail the people—a problem
that has not been wholly solved in
our own country, but in the solution
of which we have made an encour-
aging advance.

Centuries of quackery stand in the
way of the introduction of modern
ideas. It will be many years be-
ﬂ:x soientific standards will be
publicly enforced, and other years
before falth In substances which
western scientists know to be lnert
is overcome. The temptation to com-
promise with ethles will exist as in
other communities, and demands
for quick commercial returns will
present even greater difficulties in
China than they do in America. It
iz the task of American leaders to
do all these things patiently and
without anxlety to do too much in
a day: and in doing them they will
discover that the Rockefeller mil-
iions are only = starting peint. Upon
the consecration of the ploneers and
their steadfastness to duty in the
face of many certain dlscourage-
ments will depend the outcome of
the vast work in Asia of which the
new Rockefeller medical school is
but the outward and visible sign.

OREGON AND MISSOURIL.

The names of Benton and Linn on
the cofmty map of Oregon are in
themselves a token of the senti.
mental Interest which Oregon now
has in the centennial of the admis-
sion of her sister commonwesalth to
full statehood, In still other par-
ticulars the two states are bound by
ties of history. In a very early time
—with respect to the annals of both
of them—DMIissouri was the center of
enterprises which resulted in the ex-
ploration and the exploitation of the
way to Oregon, as when the first
overland [ur traders I[ssued forth
from 8St. Louis and from Franklin,
and o little Iater, In 1819, it was the
Missourian, Thomas H. Benton, then
editor of the Missouri Enquirer, who
first advoecated, In the columns of
his newspaper, the taking over of
the great Pacific northweat, then
practically without a name,- by the
United States. Representative John
Floyd of Virginia, who was the first
to press the Oregon quastion In con-
gress, got his inspiration from Ben-
ton, according to the latter's own
account. 1 had written some and
published some essays on the subject
which he had seen,” says Benton in
his *"Thirty Years' View." In allusion
to the source of Floyd's early deter-
mination that the Columbia, or Ore-
gon, reéegion should become part of
the republic.

Benton's opposition to the expe-
dient of joint occupancy In 1818,
which he reiterated when the treaty
came up for remnewal in 1827, wus
probably visionary, as events have
proved, but it served a very practical
purpose In keeping the patriotic
firas burning for later use when his
colleague, Dr, Lewis F. Linn, fanned
them with bills and resolutions eall-
ing for congressional inquiry Into the
condition of Oregon's defenses, for
exclusion of the British Interests
from the territory and for designa-
tion of tha entire region west of the
Rocky mountains and north of
parallel 43 degrees as Oregon terri-
tory. If Linn had had hiz way a
fort would have bsen built at the
mouth of the Columbia river, a port
of eéntry established there and the
revenue laws of the United States
extended to Oregon in 1838, Linn
sounded the warning that if the {ssue
were longer, neglected the country
would be lost to Americans. And
whereas mere drum-beating would
have asaccomplished nothing, this
practical and far-secelng Missourd
statesman followed up his warning
with a bill which did far more than
any other measure could have ac-
complished to encourage the settle-
ment of this region. |,

On March 31, 1840, Linn offered
the first of the donation land bills
which link hls name forever with
Oregzon, in which it was proposed %o
give 1000 acres to esch white. male
over the age of 18 years who should
make his home on the land. Agaln,
on August 2, 1842, he renewed his
Sisyphean Ilabor by introducing a
resolution empowering the president
to-give notice of the abrogation of
the joint occupancy arrangement, In
noccordance with the terms of. the
treaty of 1827 on December 16,
1841, elmost elghty vears ago now,
he reintroduced his settlement bill,
this time with a provision for giving
640 acres of land to each person
who should cultivate and use it for
five consecutive vyears. Although
Linn died in 1843, before his work
for Oregon had been completed, the
final and epochal donation land act
the bill
urged by him, although another was
its nominal author.

The Linn land bills of 1840 and
1841, particularly the jatter, which
pazsed Lthe senate in February, 15438,
undoubtedly motivated the immigra-
tions of 1842 and 1843, and those
great movements forever determined
the American title to the Oregon
country, The haziness of our claim
on technical grounds was dispelled
by the spontanecus movement of
sattlers from contiguous territory to
occupy and hold the soll. Where In-
ternational lawyers and diplomats
versed in the science of tweedledes
and tweedledum had falled, the
forces set in motion through Linn's
comprehension of the larnd hunger
of the American people accoms-
plished the definite result.

Linn's famous speéch on August
31, 1842, in support of his proposal
to establish & chaln of military posts
gcross the plains on the way to Ore-
gon resulted in the dispatch of John
C. Fremont, a son-in-law of Senator
Bentlon, on the first of the latter's
expeditions, the =econd eof which
brought him to Oregon and further
strengthened the American claim to
the region on the ground of explora-
tion and occupancy. Benton's serv-
ice to Oregon, though Iless con-
spicuous in the closing yearsg of the
territorial dispute, was nevgrtheless
practical, and it is possible to ap-
pralse It more clearly in the per-
spective of time. His steadfast op-
position to the "flifty-four-forty or
fight” buncombe, ‘which was the
spectacular feature of the Polk
campaign, was measurably insiru-
mental!l in effecting a final adjust-
ment without war, which the coun-
try was not in cgndition to enter
upon at that time.

When the tide had turned toward
Oregon, Independence, St. Joseph
and Westport, now Kansas City, Mo,
were the outfitting points for west-
ern immigrants. There were in all
probability more blacksmiths' forges
and anvils in those three towns on
tha Missourt frontier In the early
*40s devoted to the manufacture and

repair of emigrant conveyances than

w|there are in mtl of Oregon today
-pendence,

annjn:‘a.ll purposes. Inde
Lstanding on the road which div
to morth and south and long the
headquarters of travelers over the
Oregon and Santa Fe tralls, and St
Jossph and Waestport are almost as
rife with Oregon memories as the
Oregon trail itself. “This,” sald an
advertisement of the period, pub-
lished by the enterprising Inde-
peadence citizens, *is the great
starting point for all the westward-
bound, whether their destination be
Sanla Fe, Chihushua, the Rocky
mountains, Oregon or California."™
Prior to tha Callfornla gold excite-
ment of 1849 the major portion of
the travel was toward the Willamelte
valley in Oregon. The town of Inde-
pendence, In Polk county, took iis
mame from Independence, Mo,
There s an interesting contrast in
the methods by which Missour! and
Oregon achleved admission to state-
hood. Missourians in 1820 were
strongly committed to the principle
of répresentative democracy, and the
peoplé had no voice, nor did they
demand any, in the adoption of their
constitution, except as participants
ifn the electlon of the officers who
framed . It became effective as
soon as adopted by the convention,
and Included a clause prohibiting
free negroes and mulattoes from en-
tering the state. Being required by
congress to give a pledge that this
provision would never be enforced,
the people gave that pledge through
their general assembly, . presenting
a curlous example of legislative actlon
overriding an organic act The
voters of Oregon, oni the other hand,
when thelr constitution was framed
In 1857, not only ratified it as a
whele at the polls, but voted sep-

of exclusion of free nagross and
muinttoes from the state. They
voted against siavery and also in
favor of (he exclusion of free ne-
groes, The latter provisicn, although
nullified by the fourteenth amend-
ment to the constitution of the
United States, is still part of the
Oregon constitution. It will be won-
dered by many whether, under such
a purely representaltive system as
that which prevailed when the Mis-
souri constitution and the subsquent
nullification compact were adopted,
the result would have been the
same,

ANCIENT AMERICAN CIVILIZATION.

It will increase our interest In the
history of the western hemisphere
to be told, as the archaeologists of
the homecoming Carpnegie Central
American expedition are able to
affirm after o most successful expe-
dition to Central America, that there
did actually exist, in a period prob-
ably antedating the beginning of the
Christinn era, a western civilizatibn
surpassing In some respects that of
the so-cailed old world. Only lately
have sciantists renewed their efforts
to uncover the secreis buried In the
ruins of Pompeil and in the tombs
and the burled e¢ities of Asian Minor.
Why should not America have his-
torical romances of i{ts own?

In Yucatan to this day there are
families of white blood who know
no Spanish, but use the Mayan dia-
leots exclusively, so vital has been
the tongue which has sorvived the
vory psople with whom it originated,
and yet it is one of the mysteries of
the world that a language and pven
a literature, such as exist In some
parts of Central Amerieca, should
fall to furnish the clew that the
aclentists seek, A=z long ago as 1540
the ruins of Chichen-Itza were de-
seribed by travelers as containing
evidence of an advanced civilization,
and there are records in the Spaniah
archives which indicate that a peo-
ple possessing & deep sense of art
and a highly developed system of
engineering lived in the reglon of
Mexico even in the times of the
Aztecs. Yet their disappearance has
been complete, Nothing remains of
them but thelr traditions—and frag-
ments of the language which they
probably spoke, and the ruins which
the antiquarians have now set them-
selves to explore.

Long before the Spaniards Janded
on those shores in quest of gold and
lald a land In waste in their war
upon & proud people, there lived in
North America a race which had
attnined a high degree of culture.
There is historical and traditional
evidence that they emigrated there
from the far ndrth, probably in flight
before a ruder set of barbarians who
had usurped their land. Advancing
along the shores of the Gulf of Mex-
ico, thsy left colonies along the way,
and they probably arrived In Yuca-
tan about the middle of the fifth
century. The ruined city of Uxmal
may be fourteen centuries old:
Chichen-Itza is about the same age
and Palsnque is even older. Their
people are now Known to have bad
a system of agriculture superior to
that of the races which succeeded
them, and to have fostered manu-
factures. They domesticated bees
for their honey and wax, spun and
wove cotton into fabrice of Inde-
scribable dellcacy and carried on
trade with the islands of the Carib-
bean sea In large ocean-going canoss.
A curious fact about them s=ems to
have been that they had no metal
tools, contrary to the rules of con-
temporary sgocieties, which we have
been wont to fudge by thelr prog-
ress in the use of metals. It may
be that this brought about their
downfall in the end.

Yet the relationship between the
art and architecture of the Mayas
and that of certain oriental peoples
such as the East Indians of Burmah
and Hindustan, was so remarkable
as to excite curiosity hailf a century
ago, when interest was newly
aroused in the study of compgrative
archaeology. It has since been ascer-
tained that the Mayan hiegroglyphics
bear a family resemblance to those
of Asiatie countries, and that this
vanished people had a cosmography
and a mythology in which figures
fumiliar to students of our own
civilization appear. The Garden of
Eden, for illustration, is unmistak-
ably alluded to, and the Delugs, the
Tower of Bibel and the tragedy of
Cain avd Abel would appear to have
been among the tales told to youth-
ful Mayans at the parental knee.

The story of these peoples is sig-
nificant for the light it may throw
on the pre-Columblan history of our
own land. Taken in connection with
studies made of the early peoples
of the southwest, they confirm the
theory of the Aslatic origin of early
Americans. If it is8 true, as sgme
suppose, that the Mayans first lived
fn the northern part of the conti-
nent, perhaps in the vicinity of what
is now northern British Columbia,
it is & plausible theory that there
was a migration which before it
could have reached the Russian

coast in the vicinily of Bering strait
must have conasumed centuries in its

aratoly on the issues of slavery and
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are other clews in the Mongolian and
Indian characteristics of gome of the
tribes of Alaska. But meanwhile
the southwestern early peoples ap-
pear to have had certain trajte In
common with the Malasyans and the
isianders of the south =eas, mo“that
it is quite probable that there was
more than one migration from the
contlinent of Asia across the Pacifle
ogean. These must have flourished
quite independently of one another,
although they may have sprung trom
common stock.

Curiously, the Mayans had a calen-
dar system not unlike that of more
modern times., Thelr year had 365
days, divided into eighteen months
of twenty days each, the days belng
grouped into weeks of five days
each. At the end of the year there
was an jioterval of five nameless
days, remindful of a recent proposal
to amend our own calendar by
equalizing the lengths of the months
and creating a series of holldays to
take care of the odd days. But the
Mayan reckoning did not stop with
the year, being more complex than
that even of the Aztecs. The years
were assorted into groups of twenty,
and the completion of sach ceyele
was signalized by the placing of a
commemorative tablet In the prin-
cipal temple of each city. These
tablets now serve as guides to sci-
entists in the chronoiogy of the dis-
tant past,

The burning of the Alexandrian
iibrary has Iis counterpart in the
vandalism of the conquerors of Mex-
ico, who not only sacked every tem.
ple they could find but destroved
every object of culture which In theft
benighted Ignorance they coquld not
understand. Except for this, it is
conceivable that the key to the secret
which the Carnegie sclentists nre now
seeking would long ago have been
found.

The handicap of a great
may be as real as the scionship of
a Ereat family, as those who have
iabored under it will understand but
as & judge In New York did not

name

when he rebuked one George Wash-'

ington for wishing to
change. It is an honored
tion, to be sure, but the citizen who
wishes to put it aside may nol be
wanting in patriotism in the slight-
est degree. Another George Wash-
ington than the original s certain
to suffer by Inevitable comparison,
and even to invite ridicule which
would be the reverse of bhelpful to
him in his ecareer.  The uncompre-
hending judge Is called on only to
rectify a mistake that the young
man's parents made—a mistake that
is common enough to remind us that
there ought to be special provision
for ractifying it. Why ‘a parsnt
named Washington will name his
son George, or a family named
Emerson will hit on Ralph Walde,
when there are so many other names
to choose from must always bes in-
comprehensible to those who kKnow
that one of the highest privileges
that can be conferred on an Amerl-
can ia the right to rzmkc a name for
himself.

make a
designa-

The outline for the study of agri-
culture in secondary schools, issued
recently by the United States bureau
of education., places o definlte "re-
quirement of especial competency
on the teacher which will go a long
way toward making rural school
teachime a profession of Its own, as
distinguished from teaching in city
schools. It is advised, for instance,
that local projects be studied in
every instance and that farms near
the school be employed for demon-
stration purposes. *“The instructor
must first show,” says the Durean,
*“in the teaching of his pupils that
he is competent to extend his in-
struction+ to the patrons of the
school." And “extension efforts
should be the result of work rather
than the beginning of work.” An
ambiticus programmae, truly, and one
that make rural school patrons will-
ing to b¥d for teachers If it is sub-
stantially carried ont.

A French sclentist has been trying
to show that there i= a connection
betweaen the clgarette-smoking habit
among women and growth of hair on
the upper lip, but it iz not yet cer-
taln whether it will have the effect
of creating skepticizm or making the
feminine mustache more popular.

There Is something In the conten-
tlon that we would be better off if
we would imltate the conceded
French wirtues of Industry and
thrift- and pay less attention to the
fashions that, except for export pur-
poses, most of the French people
themselve® do not take soriously.

It will be news to many who do
not gaze beyond the old eorchard
that Washington will have one-third
of the apple crop of the nation this
year. There is only one better than
the Washington apple, and it grows
in Oregon.

Probably the Los jAngeles
looters will ba able to show that
they were poor and needed the
money, which will cause a good
many persons to overlook the in-
cidental fact that they, are thieves.

bank

The season s juit beginning when
we are reminded that probably not
one man in a milllon knows the first
name of Mr. Bartlett. to whom we
are indebted for a most luscious
variety of frult.

We get the Impression from Lthe
home-brew provision of the liquor
hill that & man’s home is satill his
castle, provided it Is not garrisoned
by mercenaries.

A mystery ship *“rigged in
fashion of twenly years ago™ is re-
portied 10 have been seen. She won't
gel far If ocnée of our modern chasers
gets after her.

the

The salmon pack is the smallest
in years, but pink catfish from the
“Mis-#ip' will help out for people
not particular beyond a label.

The school boy trudging unwil-
lingly to school ls not a circumstance
to the vacationist who will soon be
returning to his work.

What the bolsheviki left,
grasshoppars are trying to get.
it must be poor picking for
grasshoppers.

the
But
the

The question seems to be how
long Dpeople will love their liquor
well enougsh to pay the prevailing
price for it

New York harbor ean no longer
boast that it has mno bar at fts
mouth.

1

4000 Years Ago Danghter of Nile Dis.
covered Lipatiek.

Lipsticks aren't new, finds the Ean-
sas CiLy Star,

The best lipstick historians seam o
agTen that the usage soos back soma
4000 yoars ago when a lovely daugh-
ter. of the Nile discovered one day
that & bit of weed ghe found on the
banks of the river furnizshed a sub-
stance that made' her face glow the
same Jovely color ms the rubles about
her neck. She was so pleasad she hud
her glaves gather more of the weeod,
prepare and boltle the dye. One day
over the clear waters of the court-
¥ard pool, she gavae her ladies In walt-
ing thelr firat lessons in making up

The practice reddensd Engiand in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Itallan
gErand dames had known the use of
cosmatics hundreds of yvears; they
blamed their knowledgs of the “crime’
an the Aslatie ans The <«lasslc
ladles of Rome, sre led to believe,
not oniy applied lip salve and “bloom.”
but also painted the na of thelr
temples 3 bright blue, and applied
S00t under, over and around their eves
and eyellds. :

In Queon Anne's there ware
50 many different ® 10 put on that
an English lady could have any shade
or manner of complexion she -:u:-rrd
But then. the beau-Lrummeln
using paint and powder and the
approved. lﬂilf.r‘ powder balle
“waeh balls,” were rubbed on the
Most of these contai ned white
but were popular nevertheless
expensive “bloom™
“the famous Bavarian Red

And so It comes about
days rouge boxes and lip
or smilver, some
Jewels, are shown in
for as much as §139,

- - -
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Strength.

By Grace E. Hall.

There (3 a tent for every human soul,

And as “tis met, so i= the real

srongtith shown;
Eometimes a shadow falls on life-time
gonl,

And seeks to wring from out the

héart a moan;
Sometimes "tis but a yielding of one's
will

To meot the needs of other lives
nearby;

Sometimes a mortal struggle to be
still,

Ta hush npon the lips a bltter cry.
Oh, men there are
Erandly play

gladiator's
may soée,
Make much ado of strength In every

way,
Judged supremao
tality:
Yot deep within (ts

Self-love =0 great

its place,
Though every ssnse
i
humbleneas,

who seck to

The

part where all

Are their men-

In
pettinens withal,
It will not yleld

of justice loudly
For

sFome error to

a and morbid

strange
That feeds upon the best of human
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wWere strong,
that same soul co
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"sometimes hombly
was wrong.”
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ORR O. SMITH.
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THE LIMIT.

I'm not of the complaining

My fortitude is high
I am not vexed by trifling

A patient man am 1
Though many storms have rociked my

bhoatl,

No lilneg of grief and care
Are written on my physlog.
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When many, many woes assall,
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