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ILLITERACY AND VOTING.

Two successive New York state
legislatures having acted favorably
on an amendment to the constitution
of the state which would regquire Lthat
voterge shall be able to read
write English, the question will ba
passed on by the electors next No-
vember. The propoted amendment
is the result of disclosures made
early In the war concerning the
doubtful status of a considerabls
number of non-English speaking
citizens. and the outcome of the
vole will be analyzed with particuiar
interest because IL is likely to show
how [far thesxe same non-English
gpéaking cltisens are able to think
in terms of Americanism. ¥or they
are qualified voters at present and
will have a voice In the adoption of
the measura which would exclude
them from the polls, Nevertheless
a campalgn is being conducted in an
effort to show these same voters
that their best interests are bound
up in the interesta of the country
as & whole and that by learning to
rend and write English themselves
and by excluding those who In fu-
ture refuse to do so0 they will en-
hance the value of thelr franchise.

The educational quuilfication for
wolers 18 not new. Thirteen states
now impose it in some form, al-
though two require It only as an
alternative to the possession of some
property. Abllity to read or write,
or to read and write, are common
requirements, but seven of the thir-
teen directly or indirectiy exact lit-
eracy in the language of the coun-
try. Our sisler state of Washington
speclifices that the woter shall Dbe
ahbla to read and write English. Cali-
fornla, Malne, Masspchusetis, New
Hampshire and Wyoming require
abiilty to read the constitution and
1o write the voter’'s name. Presum-
ably the reading of the constitution
implies the English version, which
i8 & language test of sorts, although
not much can be sald of the abllity
to write conveyed by only writing a
nime.

Missimsippi offers the curious
cholea between ability te read the
constitution and abillty to explain it
which would seem to lehve a good
deal to the discretion of the elec-
tlon officials. Not all, falling to ba
able to read one of those interesting
daguments, would feel competent to
expound it, and there are degrees of
“explanation,” of course. The polit-
fcal background In Missississipi in-
dlcates that the issue has been pur-
posaly left open with a view of glv-
ing election judges the power to lm-
posa the color line—a bit of legls-
lation the spirit of which was pre-
cleely duplicated in the celebratsd
“grandfuther clauses,” which were
sarnestly considered In the southern
gtates 4 few years ago.

The purpose of tne educationsal re-
quirement, however, Is to assure the
domination of thogse elements In
American polltics which are most
likely to be gulded In casting thel:
ballois by desire to promote the in-
terests of the country as an Amerl-
can siate. It Is well, for cxample,
that ability merely to read and write,
which is all that !s required In the
Qarolinas and in Louisiana, or only
to read, as in Georgla and Maryland,
ghould be expanded te require that
the reading or writlng shall be done
in English; {f the principle of an
educational qualification be admit-
ted, a® 18 expediency secems to be
conceded, It will seem plain that ap-
preciation of the American ideal will
ba arrived at best through under-
standing of the language of the
country and by access to its litera-
ture and its newspapers.

No one will pretend that literacy
in necessarily a test of good morals
or of excellent Intentlons, or that
there are no literate rogues, but It
will be borne In mind, too, that the
proposed amendment does not pre-
tend to accomplish everything, but
only reeks as nearly as possibla to
accomplish a necessary reform. It
would be ideal, of course, if we coiild
also detect the honesty of every
voter in advance, but this cannot be
done. The educational requirement,
coupled with its specification of the
English language will exclude a
certain class, Including a few per-
hape who are not bad citizens, but
the question for dstermination is
Whaether It will not be & good thing
an the whole,

Louislana is one of the few states
of the union in which the alien lan-
guage issue is not chiefly a funda-
mental lssue in Americanism. When
we acquired the great aroan which
was early organized as the territory
of Orleans lts population was pre-
dominantiy allen, as the term would
be used now, yet it was native to the
soil and it possessed rights which
we were bound to respect. In their
own way the original settlers of
Louisisna, and of some of the re-
maining territory embraced in the
original purchase, developad a
strongly American sense of putriot-
ism, while clinging to the customs,
and in many instances the language,
of their forebears. Here also there
has been no large problem of im-
portation of aliens of anocther kind,
go that the state has been partly bi-
linguul, but at the same time stronz-
Iy American In sentlment. But New
York, now =eeking to escape the
peril of domination that is foreign
in mode of thought as well as in
speach, Is in & different situation.
The metropolis of the country has
been & dumping place for uadesic-

”~

ables ever since the Immigration
movement from Europe first set in,
land & breeding place for un-Ameri-
can propugunda of every sort.

Restrietion in the manner pro-
posed ought pot long to opérate to
disfranchise any but the utterly dis-
| qualified class. It will not if the
| staze pursues s prasent plan of fur-
| nishing educational opportunities for
| adults as wel! as children. It has
lheen shown by figures of the bureaa
of education that the mnative-born
| children of allen parents are largely
. appraciative of the advantages of-
ferod by the public schools. The on-
coming generation, under compul-
gory scheool attendance laws, will
present no problem; and the allen-
‘born who will suffer injustice under
an educational restriction will be
few In number by comparison with
those who ought not Lo be permitted
Lo vote,

MISTERY OF THE SEA.
The fact that no pirate craft has
been capturad on which the wreck-

ing of the schooner Carrol Deering

lon the Atlauntle coast ean be fas-
| tened adds to the probabllity that
there is no such crafl, in view of
the modern facilities for communi-
cation at spa, by comparison with
those of the times when plracy was
rampant on the seven seas.

With almost every ship equipped
with wireless, and with & mosquito
fleel of fast torpedo craft “rarin’ to
go,” and with the government alive
to its duty to protect shipping. it
sesems improbable that any pirate
could ply his trade in the twentieth
contury. Yet the mystery of the

‘,md;--l!mppeamm‘e of the crews of four

! vessels only deepens with the pas-

sage of time, and serves (o remind
us that romance Is not all of the
past.

We may expect to recelve many
“messages in bottles,'"” which only
confuse and do not clarify, and all
sorts of rumors will be rife, but
there s comfort in the assurunce
that a navy that was capable of
checking the German submarines is
not likely to let a solitary pirate, if
there is one, go unhanged.

POERTLAND'S GROWING COMMERCE,

Almoet every day records some
development in the shipping busi-
ness which bears witness to the
growth of Portland's ocean traffic
and of the port's reputation for
supplying what ships most crave,
which Is cargo. A few days ago it
was announced that the monthly
steamer for Honolulu, which has
hitherto called at other Pacific
ports, will hereafter come to Port-
land. TUnder an arrangement with
the shipping board it has called at
Astoria when a certaln amount of
freight was offered, bul Astoria
alone could not meet the require-
ment, therefore has Jolned hands
with the Portland Chamber of Com-
merce in inducing the owners to
send the vessel to Portland. As the
two ports together can supply the
desired business, Portland gains
traffiec which has been golng to
other ports and Astoria holds serv-
lee which it might have lost, By
recognizing thelr community of in-
lerest the two ports help one an-
other.

Another example of the expansion
of Portland's foreign commerce s
thea first direct shipment of Oregon
bacon to London. The proportions
to which the meat-packing fndustry
has grown here justify the expecta-
tion that this wiil be the first of
many shipments of larger quantities
until John Bull will become familiar
with the taste of Oregon bacon and
will like It. These direct shipments
are the best means of spreading the
reputation of Oregon products
abroad. 1f shipped from other ports,
they are apt to appear in a forelgn
country under a label that conveys
no suggestion of Oregon or Port-
land. That has happened with other
commodities, the meritas of which
went to the credit of places which
shipped but did not produce them.

WAR SEALVAGE, THAT'S ALL.

Chairman Lasker of the shipping
board is quoted as saying that on
July 23 the board had 632 ships
in operation, 747 Idle and 68 under
repalr, leaving the wooden vessels
out of consideration. Taking these
figures as a basls, . he calls the
emergency fleet "a falling, sick
business' and “a wreck.”

It never was a business, and the
root of the trouble conslsts in hav-
ing treated it as a bosiness. The
name “emeorgency fleet" is the key
to what it became as soon as the
war ended—a huge plece of zalvage
from the war, which would make
good material for & merchant ma-
rine. Through not keeping the sal-
vage Ildea in mind and through
Imagining that it had a highly valu-
able prise which everybody was
eagar to capture, the board over-
stayed its market. Tt failed to get
the good salvage price that was pos-
sible in 1919 and It falled to estab-
lish a privately owned merchant
marine on a sound basis. If the
present board will get back to the
salvage ldea, It may yet succeed in
giving us a merchant marine that
can live,

There is little, if any, market for
ships at present, but the board
might be able to stop a part of the
loss by glving bare boat charters to
shipping men at such low rates that
they might compele even at present
ocean frelght rates. It might thus
build up a market for =ale of the
ships at an improved price when
business revives. As it i»s, many
Japanese ships are coming to Port-
land and taking cargoes of wheat
from under the nosa of the beoard,
which pay® good money to keep
hundreds of vessols |ldle. The board
can get business for its fleet oniyv by
competing at going rates and terms.
The ships are not worth more than
the price for which equally good
ones caRn be bought in the world
market, and if they cannot be sold
they should be chartered on that
buasis,

The board's reluctance to act on
the =alvage principle may be ex-
pianined by such criticism as the fol-
lowing in the New York Globe:

The role of the government. in fact, s
to hold the bag =3 long as It needs o be
held, and thoen, ws soon: as handsomea

rofits are in s=slght. turn over the
o private ownership, b which the
will e put up Lo “all that the fraftie
wiil bear" and the ships operated (uniess
thare (8 hribary by the government in the
farm of subeldy) enly on Lthe most profit-
able routen. regardiees of the usofulness of
thoss routea in the country's general de-
velopment. No doubt exists in the mind
of Chalrman Lasker that this s the

wisest course;, so why should any other
citisen disagreeT

“The role of the government” |Is
to sell the ships for what they are
worth as soon as 4 market exists in
the reasonable belief that “hand-
some profits’” cannot be made by

finet
rales

not until the world's merchant ma- ! chesred the uﬂum, France wh;u

rine Is fully employed. When that

happens, “sll that the traffic will!
bear” will be limited by competition |

among all nations and by ravival of
shipbuilding as soon as profits rise
abhove normal and lead to more
bullding, The best way out Is not Lo
flinch before such criticlem as that
quoted, but to act as a business man
would who had a lot of surplus ma-
terial on his hands.

THE URGE TO WEITE,

The young man sentenced to serve
elght té twelve years in prison In
Louisiana for bank robbery and who
now says. that he Is glad t0 be sent
to the penitentiary so that he can
fulfiil hiz boyhood ambition to be-
come a writér i no mora likely In
the penitentiary than he was out of
it to achleve literary fame. It §is 2
pretity safe generalization that those
who have writing stuff In them will
make the opportunity for Indulgence
without walting for such leisure a3
is accorded by a lerm In Jall
“Writer's Iteh” s no mere figure of
speech, and people who have it sim-
ply have to scratch.

George Horace Lorimer's recent
dsfinition of the qualifications for
success gt the writer's trade is falrly
conclusive on this score. He belleves
—and so do we—that the candidate
for writilng honora must ba born
with the right kind of imagination:
and he [nsists that there must be
inherent capacity to recognizs the
consequantial, He mentions “‘com-
mon sens=a.'" and this i= also nature's
gift. In other words, there is some-
thing In the notidn that the writer,
{ike the poet, *is born, not made."”

A centain amount of technical
plcill, which may or may not be
acquired from text books on the
subject, may or may not be acquired,
put the capacity to acquire it is In-
herent, so that we have now com-
plated the circle agaln and are back
at the stamting point. John Bunyan's
capacity for writing existed before
he wa# imprisoned, and the fact of
his martyrdom by itself added little
or nothing to his literary stature.
The most amazing literary perform-
ances in history have been accom-
plished by men who did not walt for
artiticlal leisure in which to write.

A npear relation of the Individual
who thinks he would be a great
writer if he could find titne to wrile
Is the one who bellevea thal he
could win fame in more inspiring
surroundings than those in which
he dwelle. The country youth who
wishaes for the stimulation of the
great eity, the twentieth century
saecker after romance who s sorry
that he did not live In the time of the
crusades, forget that every place
and every period of time have jacked
color to the uninspired understand.
ing. It is fallure to *‘recognize the
consaquential,” as Lorimer suggests,
right under our noses, that keeps
our inglorious Miltons mute: but
thoss so ungifted are incurable. Not
even a prison sentence is going to
make a literary sille purse out of an
unlmaginative sow’s ear.

BADOGLIO'S TITLE TO FAME.

General Badoglio’s visit to Port-
land invites attention to the mili-
tary victory which he had the chief
part in planning and, next to Gen-
ernl Diaz, the chief part in winning.
The battle of Vittorio Veneto was
fought at o time when great events
crowded each other so closely that
fta magnituda has not been Iully
appreciated, It reduced to a panic-
stricken mob an army equal in
number to that with which Napoleon
Invaded Russia. It wrecked an em-
pire which traced its origin back to
Charlemagne and was older than the
monarchies of either the Hohenzol-
lerns or the Romanoffs. It was won
by a nation all but a fraction of
which had been untll sixty years be-
foro subject to the empire which it
destroved.

That victory was also a dramatie
demonstration of the recuperative
power of the Itallan people, for it
began on the firet anniversary of a
disnster to the Itallan army which
seemed for a time to threaten the
ruin of Ttaly. Having weakened the
morala of tha Itallans with propa-
ganda which stirred many of them to
desire refurn home at any cost to
their country, the Germans cut =a
gap in the Nallan line at Caporetto
which spread panic at that point and
cansed the whole army to rejreat
with terrible loss of men and artil-
lery. It seemed that nothing could
stop the enemy onrush, but with
wondsrful recuperative power the
Italians formed and held a new line
at the Plave river. This was done
before British and French troops ar-
rived, though the American Read
Cross appeared on ths scene a few
days after the retreat began and re-
vived confidence with proof that
America stood beside Italy.

The disaster at Caporetto might
have been averted if the allies had
practiced the same close co-ordina-
tion of forces to whith the central
powers owed a Ilarge measure of
their success. To that day Itialy had
been left alone to fight unalded by
her allles, except at sea and in fl-
nance and material, a5 though the
war on the Itallan front were en-
tirely distinct from and could not
decisively Influepnce the result in
France, yet the Itallans were in l'aci1
defending the French frontier fr
Swiizerland tp the Mediterranean.
Caporetto awakenad the allies to
their error and led them to send re-
inforcements to Italy and to form a
military gounci! which should have
supreme direction of allied strategy
on all fronts. It also impressed (ham
with the high value of propaganda
in breaking down the enemy’s mo-
rale. They had practically re-
nounced full use of this weapon by
refusing to include dismemberment
of the Hapsburg empire among thelr
war aims, though thls meant blight-
ing the hopes of the Serbs, Czechs,
Roumaninns and Poles. Thay now
declared for liberation of all these
subject pooples, which weore stiraining
at their bonds while forced to fight
for the oppressor, and they turned
the enemy's weapon upon himself
with most telling effect. So many
men of these races desorted Austria
that Itaiy formed them into divisions
of Its army, and widespread insur-
rection broke out in the Austrian
rear. By their great reliance on
propeganda to win, the Hapsburgs
dug their own grave, for their dis-
affoected subjects of =everal races
were far more susceptible to ils in-
fluence than was a nation of one
race, like the Iiglians, whose most
recent memories of milltary glory
were associated with the attainment
of unity.

Hence it came that when the Aus-
trians took the offensive in June,
1918, they were driven back to the
further bank of the Pluve with se-

they sorely needed cheer. for the
Germans had just made the last of
a serles of drives which had tuken
them to the Marne, within forty
miles of Parls. When ltaly took
the offensive at Vitterio Veneto on
October 24, the anniversary of Capo-
retto, the moral factor had been re-
versed. Italy's hopes had been
raised to the highest pltch by the
reorganization and new squipment
of its army, by the rapid succession
of victories won by the allles in
every other field and by the known
signs of dissoiution in the Austrian
dominions, while-a large proportion
of the opposing army literally hoped
for defeat and those who remained
true to the emplire conld foresee
nothing else and knew that it meant
utter rain,

Attention of Americans was then
so0 fastened on the titanic struggle In
France, which was then drawing to
a closs, and In which their own
army played a leading part. and they
weére so dexzled by a series of vic-
tories in France, Macedonla and
Syria that the glory of Vittorio Ve-
neto was dimmed by contrast. Yet
it deserves to stand forth in history,
both a®s a military achievement and
with regard to iis effects. A strate-
gic plan covering movement of hun-
dreds of thousands of men, their ar-
tillery and supplies over a wide fiald
covering mountaln, plain and swamp
was carried out to such perfection
that in ten days from the beginning
of the battle the opposing army, su-
perior in numbers, dissolved into a
host of willing prisoners and fugi-
tives, all its artillery and supplies
were captured, its commanders
sued for an armistice and within the
ensuing faw days the empire for
which it had fought—formed by the
gradual accretions of almost a thou-
sands years—broke Into its several
parts,

The glory of this victory belongs
with elight qualification to Generals
Dinz, Badoglio, thelr associates and
the Italian army, for the allled
forces were but a small part of the
whole. Thus was completed the
struggle for the union of all Itallans
under one flag which had been
opaned in 1859 by the little kingdom
of Sardinia with the ald of France.
As a swift climax it has scarce an
equal.

FARM-OWNING AND TENANCY.

The percentage of farm acreage,
as well as of the total number of
farms In the United Slates operated
by tenants has increazed somewhat
in the past decade, according to tha
United SBtates census bureau, which
is in accord with prevailing ideas on
the subject: but a surprising fact is
that the value of the tenanted farma
has increased in greater proportion
than that of farms operated by thelr
owners, Here Is a complete upset
in our calculations. It has bheen
widely econcluded that the renting
system was destructive of agricul-
ture, because it was opposed to the
preservation of soll fertility, and be-
cause tenants In other respects had
less Interest than owners in the per-
manent value of property. But the
figures, puzzling as they are, stand
for thamselves,

The census bureau finds that the
average value of all farme operated
by their owners Increased from
$37.37 In 1910 to $62.65 per acre In
1920, while the value of rented
farms in the same period increased
from $48.46 to 889.72 per acre. The
tenanis seem not only to have had
the most valuoable farms, on the
average, in the first plnce, but to
have Improved them more highly,
both in actual and In relativa values,

This vindication of the tenant will
ko a long way toward calming the
fears of those who look upon a
small increass In fenancy as noges-
sarily a national calamity. The ac-
tual increase In acreage operuted by
tenants is in fact only 1.9 per cent
of the whole farm acreage in the
United States, and farm owneras still
control 66.6 per cent of the acreage
of the country, only 27.7 being in
the hands of teéenants, the remaining
5.6 per cent being under the direc-
tion of managers, who are classified
as nelither owners nor lenants, but
constitute in reallty an zddition to
the owner class,

The corresponding figures for 1210
were: Owners, 65.1 per cent; ten-
ants, 256.8 per cent; managers, 6.1
per cent. They suggest, howaver,
that more information s needed
than the census statistics furnish be-
fore a safe conclusion can be reached
as to the permanency of the drift
away from farm ownership. Figures
are lacking, for example, a® to the
labor return of the tenant of the
present by comparison with the past,
and also as to the comparative re-
turn on capital investment. But it
is well known that tenancy in ita
best aspects often furnishes young
farmers, who have small capital, but
an abundance of ambition, intelli-
gence and energy, with opportunities
to make a start toward ultimate
ownership., The statistics of in-
ereased value of tenanted farms in.
dicates that the quality of tenants
at least is improving.

A permanent increase in tha pro-
portion of tenancy will be viewed as
a dangerous tendsncy, neverthelass,
regardless of the figures, because of
the social value of home ownershilp
in general. Whether or not it pays
better In dollars or cents to own
than to rent, there are other meritor-
fous considerations. The farmer, no
less than the urban home owner,
who has a stake in the land is a
bettar asset for the community than
the mere renter. Civic Improvement
is more likely to be assured and the
level of home life is certain to be
elevated. The c¢hlldren’s bureau of
the United Siates department of ag-
riculture has polnted out that the
state |s benefited by having children
born and reared In owned homes.
The ancestral roof-tree is n land-
mark of pride and a heritage of joy,
#t the same time that it gives host.
age to the future. Certain standards
ars sett up by home-owning parents
that are nol associa’ed with ten-
antry. [If renting became a perma-
nent practice, there would be nomad-
Ism and lower Rgrade cltizenship.
Stability is guarantesed by ownership,
both In the country and in the
town,

Am has been suggested, we are far
from calamity while more than two-
thirds of the farm acreage of the
cournitry is operated by owners, and
the inecrease of less than I per cent
in tenancy In a decade Is not par-
tcularly alarming, especially when
it is accompanied by Improvement
in the character of tenants. It is
wise, nevertheless, to consider well
in advance what a large increase in
tenancy would mean, and to fore-
siall it if possible. The farm loan
act, which has not bsan in opera-
tion long enough to show results in

anybody far several yesra LRal lairsions  loss Thous Success sraatly|the cassus i3 expected Lo lncrease

the

the proportion of ownership In the
next decide, but an even more g'—_
portant change !» counted on from

the conditions of country life.
very considerable proportion of pres-
ent tenancy is due to pressure on
owners of farms® to move o the
towns in order to educates their chil-
dren and to enjoy social advantages
not common to isolated communities.
But these conditions are. being cor-
rected most rapidly in regions where
the proportionn of tenancy is small-
est. which furnishes an additional
argument in favor of the operation
of farms by thelr owners.

RETURN OF THE BEAVER.

Reminiscences of the role of the
beaver In the civilization of the west
are Invited by the announcement by
the U'nited States depariment of ag-
riculture that beaver in the national
forests have increased with amasing
rapidity within the past few years

In a certain area in southwestern
Colorade in which it ls estimated
there were 200 of the little animals
two Yyears mgo, the number ls now
belleved to excesad 12,000, In some
states, notably Wisconsin, they have
become a menace to artificial res-
ervoirsa,. When the Oregon country
was In its infancy they werse found
evarywwhere, but by 1840 they were
regarded as so nearly extinet that
the Hudson's Bay Company seriously
Inid plana to abandon the fur trade
for manufacturing and agriculture.

The recent reappearance of the
beaver is dus to game laws which
protect it In no fewer than twenty-
four states, and io its natural ability
to adapt itself to varying conditions,
mo long as it |s protected in its isola-
tion.

It will interest the wearers of
fur garmernts to be told that some
authorities bhelieve that there are
now more beavers in the country
than in the palmiest pre-pioneer
times.

DIME NOVELIST AND HISTORIAN.

A correspondent suggesis that the
makers of popular histories missed
an opportunity by falling to take a
leaf from the book of the authors
of the dime novals that were so pop-
ular a generation or 5o ago that
they were a problem to =all well-
meaning parents of lively boys. He
takes as his texi the adventurss of
some of our own ploneers and haz-
ards a guess that if the stories of
their lives were presented without
much smbellishment they would be
read with avidity by the young. It is
recalled, for example, that in the early
days of the tervitorial government
the Weems-Horry life of General
Francis Marion wa=® so widely read,
by adults and youngsters allke, and
so fired the Imaginations of the
people that the name of Champoeg
county ‘was changed to Marion as
a mark of tribute to a popular hero.
The “swamp fox'" was precisely the
type out of which the dime novel
heroes of a later time were made.
The same Parson Weems who col-
laborated in issuing the life of Ma-
rion was the author of the life of
George Washington in which the
cherry tree fable obtalned currency
for the {first time, and it can at
least be sald of Weems that he un-
derstood boys. No blography of a
national hero has been "o effective
as his was in creating popular
interest in the character the author
sel out to deplct.

We pass over the question of the
wisdom of changing the name Cham-
poeg, which had a definite local
historical value, to that of a militaty
figure of more remote repute, in
prder to emphasize the point that

the writer of popular histories can |

be o man of tremendous Influence
and that he s especially fortunate
when he (s eandowed with what
might be termed the journalistic
ganse, or capacily for determining
the points of essential interest in his
own narrative, It Is not by accident
that a county in far-off Oregon was
named for Francis Marion, and that

‘the names of Kit Carson and Wild

Bill Hickok and William F. Cody
are known to practically every boy,
while those of many more preten-
tious soldiers and statesmen are now
forgotten, If indeed they were ever
romembered by young studenta. It
is the sssence of sound pedagogy., as
has recenily been recognized again
by the committee on history of the
American School Citizenzhip league,
to present history in human form.
The type studies which commonly
begin with Columbus too often end
about the period of Captain John
Smith or Wlilliam Penn. Daniel
Boone, who was dime novel material
if there ever was such material, Is
going to be recognized if the com-
mittee has its way. It is a sad com-
mentary on the methods of some
teachers of history that George
Washington even now owes more to
Weems than he does (0 modern
wiiters, and that Thomas Jefferson
is left to politiclans to Interpret as
a partisan character when the true
story of his life Is as full of romance
48 that of any character who ever
strode through the pages of a book.

Young students of the history of
Orogon will be more than casually
interested in knowing that Kit Car-
son, ‘about whom our fathers read
surrepiitiously in the yellow-backed
jiterature of their time, cut a noble
figure in the trall-blazing era when
the way was being opened to Ore-
gon. A good deal of the credit that
has been given to Fremont, the
“pathfinder,” iz due to the work of
Carson, who was his gulde in 1542
when Fremont made his first ex-
ploration trip west of the Wind
river mountains, and it s not as
widely known as it pught to be that
Buffalo Bill was a terror to Indlans
only as an inéldent to his career as
2 pony express rider, and that he
performed yeoman service In open-
ing the way for the transcontinental
railroad across the plains. Histo-
rians show a tendency to reject Car-
szon and Cody and men of their com-
pany because theay became dime
novel characters before professional
educators had time to adopt them.,
but more of their spirit of patriotism
and of sacrifice and of sense of ob-
ligation would have been absorbed

by youngsters in the school room,

and there would have been less oc-
casion for secret thumbing of the
forbidden books, if their deeds had
not been Ignored.

It will be recalled by a few of
the ploneers, for example, that the
same Kit Carson who figured -in the
old Beadle books was closely asso-
clated with the history of Oregon
by his role of gulde for Fremont on
the latter's third western expedition,
which brought him neorth inte Ore-
gon and Involved him in a memo-
rable sncounter with the Modoc In-
dians on the shore of upper Klaumath
lake; that he and Fremont helped
to add Caiifornla lo the galaxy of

states, and that Carsen was a brave! OBSERVATIONS OF PEILOSOPHER'

and self-sacrificing American rather

.than the mere swashbuckling adven-
the general movement to improve .

turer which he has been made to
appear. No dime nowel contains a
chapter mors thrilling than the truas
story of the organizmation of the first
pony express by Russell, Majors &
‘Waddell, or. fdr that matter, the tale
of the adventures of Ben Holladay
in the pre-raliroad times in Oregon.
The travels of Douglas, and of Will-
tamson and Warner and of Talbot,
Kearney and othars whosa achleve-
ments are commemorated in the no-
menclature of the region, and the
part played by a hundred trail build.
ers of an early time whose pames
are read on the maps without much
understanding of their significance,
furnish almost Innumerable ex-
amples of opportunities to make
authentic history significant and ilfe-
like, which have been neglected in
favor ¢of the dry-bones method of
Instruction which has prevailaed,

A noteworthy episode In the an-
nals of the western frontier was the
coampletion of the first lap of the
transcontinental telegraph line, the
sixtiath anniversary of which will
occur in a few weeks: which is also
a reminder that the name of Edward
Crelghton is forgotien; although he,
too, deserves a place in history be-
sida Carson, Fremont, Cody and the
others. The great race to win the
federal subeidy which had been
promised to the first company to
succeed In establishing ocean-to-
ocean communication, the prodigious
and nearly superhuman exertion that
it inspired, and the final linking of
the Atlantic seaboard with the die-
tant Pacific coast were events which
were ignored at the time of their
performance because they had not
obtalned the perspective which is mc-
quired with the passage of time. But
these events had their part in revo-
lutiopizing the thought of a people.
and if more were made of them in
their proper place there would be
less cause for complaint that youths
find history dull and seek relief and
excitement in prohibited tales.

Ever and anon we are reminded
again that where there are no trees
civilization declines. The deserts of
Arabla and the steppes of Russia no
less than the wastes of the frozen
north illustrate the point only in
part, for it is doubtful if the ma-
terials of a civilization ever existed
there, but the vast interior of China
woiuld seem to prove that a peopls
who deliberately destroy their for-
ests and make no provision for re-
placement invite famine, plague and
ultimate annlhilation. The function
ef the tree as building material may
ba made good by employment of
brick and stone, and even mud, but
A5 A conserver of moisture and of
the soll, and particularly as a spirit-
ual uplifter and a giver of bounteous
and grateful shade, it has no sub-
stitute. Tae chamber of commerce
of the Unlted States undoubtedly has
these facts in mind, and the reflec-
tions which they impel, In its cam-
palgn Lo awaken people to the de-
slrability of planting trees and of
consarving those already grown.

Mr. Edison has the support-of a
number of college professors in his
contention that college graduates do
not measure up to expectations—
and If he will walt until the present
genaration Is older he will have the
indorerement of some of the college
men as well

Mary Pickford's celebrated di-
vorce case isn't ended yet, for the
Nevada authorities say they will ap-
pesl to the supreme court. Perfectly
right and proper. Every modern
thriller should have at lcast five
recls.

It 1% a noteworthy fact that John
D. Rockafeller seams g arouse less
and less nnimosity as he approachss
the day when the inheritance col-
lector wiil have an opportunity to
perform his perfect work.

Women in Massachusetts still
balk at the requirement that they
shall tell their ages to the registra-
tion clerk, showing that there Is at
Jeasf one secrst that they are de-
termined to Keep.

When preachers disagree over the
“gravity” of the short skirt and
bobbed halr crazes, there is a pros-
pect that they will be parmitted to
runt thamselves out, as other fads
have always done. :

The motion pletures of the Demp-
sey-Carpentier fight being offered
st popular prices”~we may expect to
b told that the movement to pro-
hibit them is a blow at the “‘poor
man's sport.’”

Lenine talks of taking a vacation
in Scotland. Evidently he wants «
complete rest from his labors. He
can have no thought of trylng to
convert the Beoots to bolshevism.

What a stimulus It would give te
danations for the starving bables of
Russia if a free crack at a bolshevist
head were given as a premium with
every subscription to the fund.

The new army of consclentious
objectors to the war taxes is much
gireater and far more respectable
than that which was heard from
during the war.

There is said

toe be money In
garbage, but the one chap whom
few people begrudge whatever
money there Is in his trade is the
garbage man. .

And now we have the trolllbus as
an addition to our language no less
than to our means of goling Lo places
that we do not necsssarily have to
reach.

Maybe it was the prospect of hav-
ing to live in Salem during a sesajion
of the legislature that made Judge
Tucker decline that supreme court
post.

Every new swindle Is a reminder
at least that the day of implloit falth
has not entirely given place to the
age of skepticism.

With such low riates !o the beach,
we may expoct a revival of poems
dealing with what the wild waves
are saying.

This new rate war Lo Astoria will
muake good reading for the "Do You
Remember” column twenty years
from now.

Congress promises to repeal the
luxury tax on silk stockings on the

theory,. probably, that they are now

- luxuries.

Sage of Potato Hill Discusses Foibles
of Buman Family.
E W. Howe, in Howe's Monthly:
Love stories are alimost
allke as market reporis

ss much|
anu breaks the temder plants that,

So many things in books wsound|

written instead of.oatural

I like books
I prefer that
than fool me,

and oewspapers: but
they Instiruct rather

I confesp I 4o not grestiy care for
the lady Ring Lafdneér who is lately
writing for print.

When a man or woman has lost the
power of belng sshamed, he or she
has lost the power of improving
morally.

I have pever read of an age When
writers dig not say the people were
robbead, oppressed and bullled. Look
into any history, and pgee If you do
not, iIn a few pages, run lnto this
statlement.

All the calamitios In history have

been due (o contests over the tax-
Ing privilege, A man appears,
says he wishea to save me.
be really aims to do s

The coliloges arsa In effect turning
out thousands of Plerce-Arrows and
Cadillacs when the demand s for
F‘Ol‘lll.—-(ﬂl(gﬁ free advertising
Henry Ford, found ip a magusine.)

I do not bealieve LHere ever was
A" man who =ctually beliseved In
spiritiem. Even a savage has a lit-
tle of the reasoning faculty., and,
after he has made incantationa for
years without resul]t he must In-
ovitably realize that thers (g some-
thing wrong with his Joes

There must be considerable satis-
faction in being crasy. Such a rmean
is to blame for pothing: he is wiee.
benevolent, makes no mistakes—
others are always to blame The
sane men aboug him are ot oniy
fool®: they are rogueca it is & sane
man who tosses on his bed at night
becauss of mistalkes.

I am weary of fault of
men spending their itves In pointing

out the faultsy of others. and rTecog-

finding:

for i

and | But man
What |
to tax mea. |

nizing none in themselven, Some of
my readerz may say I am a fault-
finder. I find no fault eéxcept thal
we do not do as well as we might;
1 object to nothing except bad habits
we might get rid and thereafter
ba bettér off

af.

It is mald the Jews are material-
Istic Are they not. on the contrary.
the most spiritual of all races? They
are the founders of our spiritism:
they are the oldest undivided
and eling together mor
any other because of spiritism
prophet Is the
Father The Jews
family; s=pirituality
that holds them

rRoe,
closely than

Son

the
Ereat

cement

theirs
one
the

13
ara
i
together

ASs practically
American family must hava
mobile. and the expense
machine is sround J60 a
courss everybody must
income, A plasterer lately came to
call on me, driving an automoblle
He rocalled the time when he worked
ten houre a day for $2.560 Now he
recelves 38 for a day of eight hours,
and s clamoring for 310

ever head of =an
AT Auto-
of much =
month, of
have more

The attempts of law makers to help
the people not only do no good: they
result In unnecesuary e and
harm. After this yea:
not’" ba a session of
state lagislature until DEs An
during the remalnder
congress and state Jexislatures
repeén]l Lthousands trou-
blesome and expensive laws, and re-
tain only the bare essentiala of gov-
ernment.

Chpe
should
or n

X
thers
cong

vent
shouid
ef Ineffective

I often think is
the mananeér Ian which
usually placed
properly hide
our bodleg and ce
sary acls, we
modest In hiding
On every railroad
paspengers going to
n different climate
to ba better. Such passcngers can-
not look out of the windows wl
speing a cémetery at lenst every half
hour,

there indelicacy
in 5
Are
We

1!-1']:‘\‘.1}'
our graveyards
train thera ars

hoaplinls, or to
where they hops

—
Every man who habltually

lles, or drinks intoxicante, or

io pay s Just debts should c
résted and punished aw are vagrants
There habits nre as annoying and
harmful to his community as in
VAETADCY Basldes, If 2 man s ar-
rested for ) Is usuall
humiliated, Bhe a disposition
to go to work; would do s»
much for the habitun] llar, drunkard
or dead beat A man must do A
certain amount of work in order to
be respeciabie 3 should be
foreed to be rensonably truthful,
sober and honest

he

Se

Tha preachers are making
take in tryving to bring back the old
blue laws regulating Sunday, 1£
laws could be adopled, Yy w
not increase the attendance Al
churches. But such laws cannot t
adopted, and the agitation will bring
out a Jlot of unfriendliness the
ohurch whieh would otherwise lle
dormant, One of the cartain things
is that the average rad-blooded Amer-
lcan does not like the old-fashioned
“bosasy’” prescher If ths church
teaders ware a5 wise as the political
leaders, they would realize the
blge Sunday agitation is a bad
measure,

A Mmis-

to

that

very

As an
Prob-
hours
Ereat
purasuits,
prosperous and

Upton Sinclalr impress=s
Immensely industrious m.
ably no farmer works lor r
Had Mr. Sinclair devoted C
energy to legitimats
might have bésn a
geeful man. I recall only one man
who has made a really consplcuous
success of socialiem: Lepin, the Rus-
sian He voery weoalthy. snd for
&l] time hip nam=s Wwi be preserved
in cyclopedias and hi ries. Rosseau
and Marx are golred ise Oof thelr
devation to but nelther
was really Lenin, with
all his sucoess. confronted with
a disagrecable S pas yel
to be ussassinated, a sure to
overtake him Sociallsm is a poor
profession; not half a dozen socialists
have besn TreEally sucoe: men

me

he

is

fut : he

fate

=t

Eafety of Henting Apparnfas.
PORTLAND. Aug. 15—(To the BEdi-
tor.)—1 wish to install cortain gar
heating device, but been  in-
formed that it is unsafe [ haves also
baan told that the fire marshal In=-
surance companies test such things,
but do not know whare to apply
you tell where 1 can get
interested Information
fepe? 1 would rather be
collect Insurance.
BEDWARD JOHNBON.
You can prohably secure the |n
formstion you desire at the office of
the fire marshal oo the lower floor of

or

rel
on

carefal L

our |

| "Among

The Healer.

By Grace E. Hall,

mingied, Erow
Across the woodland path where he
would (read,
With ruthless hand the clinging vine
fMlings low,
And snaps the boughs that cluster
overhead:
With sharpensd blade hacks
hearts of treaes
That, through the vears, have hun-
gered for the aky;
Compels the rocks to yield to his
decrees,
Yea, robs the siream and Jeaves it
hot and dry

into

The flowers must
upon the road
That man has gashed across the
forest's breast;
wild things hurry
abode,
But discord breaks forever on their
rest;
The drooping ferns hang heavy with
the dust
That esmothers all
freeh and green
I# blind when
lust
his energiea against

teasze to bloom

The o a new

thelr beauty,

in hisz head-
lon

He hurls
acene.

thx

|
||Bu|. let the old road lose its useful

wWay-—
lo! kind nature hurries to the
Epot|
Rebullds the ‘havoc of man's heod-
less day,
With sweet
thought;
verdant carpet weaves of
moss,
Loops tendrils of
shrub to tree,
Sets brighter flowers to recompense
for loss,
And paints the
Eorgeously
R SN
CLACKAMAS HIVER.,
Spoiled ehi'ld of sun, and tear
clouded skles!
Of pilent ages of eternal change;
Cradied by wrinkled cliffs, whose
patient eyes,
Gaze oni the wilful wandering of your
play;

Where armored mountalns, spread in
steadfast range.
Haold, with scarred Hood,

gecret, strange,
clouyd-canped thunders of a long
lost day:
flery WAar
sireams,
Of tearful trembling of
ened earth;
Where the pharp sword blade of the
glacler gleams:
careless river.
at your birth
Far you. a thousand caverned springs
From snowy sleep were drawn;
Faor you & hundred milllon moons
Sank, wanly, toward the dawn;
Toward you, the coral salmon Jeaped,
To diez In your embrace;
By you, the palnted savage paused
To see Bis mirrored Mace;
For you, the ponderous caravans
Ofr ginnt spreading fir,
Brought. weighted with
winds,
Their frankinaense and myrrh
And you, woh wayward, wandering
chilqg
Of laughter and of light;
Were made to show
The endiess flow
Of everlasting
Love falls not
falle not

And

commiseration In her

A sofidst

the vine from

sCcene anew, most

be.

a mighty
Of

of with molten lawva

the fright-

Thasa, were watchars

the waestern

might!
of its purpose,
of his plan,
Eternal are none too long.
shaps the msoul of man!
MARY A WOODWARD

God

hours

to

AMONG THOSE PRESENT.
“Among those present” at the bathing
beach to be!

To feel the surf and view the heautles
of the pceniery!
those present™
weather's dry and

hot,

the

when the
somewnhat
Along noean whi
to tro
whiteoaps

shora

sandy
eoul .
Thass o8 for me
f urge;
i1, nimost
sUrge’

the

{I'd have the chepry thought abid

| The

the city hall J

a0 would you. I ween
Although the ocean waves this year 1
haven't even Ee
Imagination alwavg helps when

feclyg somewhat jaded

one's hopes a-sparking
dreams

faded

one

from SetilnE

“Among those present”
trip far out.
That for me would put such things ax
grouches to Tout
Why don’t 1 tune the littie old Bas bus
up and vamonose”
FEr—no one yet has lent
and none is nigh me
I guens the thing i5 up to me to look
ahead bit.
gnther first more
instead of sighs lo fLIES
when 1 get enough ahead, to
slep right up and buy
thoroughbred—na car, 1 mean—and
for the brookside hie:
iime, however, must £lapse be-
fore the plan gets vipe.
Till then the old job holds me.
£ill the cool

on amping

me theirs,

looB

TO Jingling c¢olns,

Then,
A
Some

go Il
corncob pipe.
—AL O,
———
LAND THAT USED TO
The flicker of the fireiight
grand and lonely hall
a moving plcture story
shadow on 1 wall:
And time turns back Lo by-gone day?
and scenes again 1
dim-remembeared childhood, Iin
the land that used to be.
wanidered to the village,
boyhood home pnce more
In the twilight I am standing,
before the open door
The scent of honeysuckle that
to love so well
Gn the evening brecze fm brought me
and wraps me in itz spell.

THE BE.

in m)

Like Casls 23

00

Of a
to my
Jus

I used

of dead

the #
ine

The friendships
an of yeoars
HSmile o me a welcome and my
grow d4im with tears;
a song that's half
comes theé sad 3
Of the whippoorwill's low erying «
the path of memory.
But the light fades from the window
for the hour s growing Iate
the darkness downward
1ike the silent hand of fate
The embers in the fireplace that gave
thiz gift to m
In thelr dying
the land

lmage from

ACTOES

Like

AW et

sertles

And

ghadows

that used

HITTY

- ———
SELF.

I note on every hand a

Each one Is hasiening, and

steal me,
1o be

MAGINN.

from

"L In view?

phantom's name ls 10—
doem [aced,
efforts eECADE

Wasieg

flike & walting task

tho' we svadn)
Responalbllity upon each

B

In to hours sre Im:

Self ! that walrs

one is lald

with each one
the throng

I1s ever present, too, aithough evad
long—

Waiting a reckoning hour and iniro
spection’s goad—

Belf must be [airly met s«

upon life's rond

—JANETTE

fleeing

And

MR- W Rell

AARTIH.




