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t's Just One Of Manyj |

You Kknow This Place

Droolks Near Porfland

BY DeWITT HARRY.
ONR many yecara one of the pric-
F cipal playgrounds for the Port-
land city dweller has bean 1n the
vie ¥ @f the junction of the Wil-
Jamesatte and Columbia rivers, Varied
lures for the solourner existed there,

byt they are becoming more restriet-
ed. For a long time this delta ares,
ovarfiowed by the waters of the two
£1eat rivers about twice each year,
was land secldom explored. Then
came the developmemt of the gun
¢iubs, the creation of preserves and

the striving oo the part of the sports-
men to Eill the migratory game birds
e=s they paused to feed on their lonsz
Journeys. Laler came the planting of
basa and other game fish in this local-
with the result that more vaca-
tionists, many of them Yust for
an afternoon or a few hours, went
down river to try their luck.

The colored plcture reproduced with
this article today shows just one of
the many tiny brooks that traversed
this country, small etreams enticing
in the extreme, that usually hore
their full share of tront. Here it was
that the locky discoverer came and
camped to while away the fow hours
of lelsure from office or shop under
the trees and In the open. It was
Zar from a rich man's vacation land,
for It was essontlally a spot that
could be reached at any time, with
but slight trouble, by the less fortu-
rate of the city residants Good street
car gervice put it near {0 their homes,
end it was pozsible, In g few min-
utes, to be transported from the
crowds and nolse to peace and qu'st.
No wonder it was one of the favored
spols and drew more than [ts share
of visitors

out

Loeafing Area Had Delights,
Eoon Columbia slgusgh, as this
trict was called on the Oreéegon and
Columbia river or upside of the
stream, Decame a regular haunt.
There were few Jumilles in Portland
who had not spent their share of
loafing on the banks of the sluggish
eloughs under the trees, who did not
have thelr best spot all selected when
they trekked from the city. Now this
is all belng changed, the exigencies
of growth and the Increasing valus
of landa close to a great city have
forced protective measures with the
resulit that Immense dlkes have been
constructed and the waste lands of
& few years ago, the places glven
over to pasturs for hogglish, grunt-
ing carp, are mow feeling the Initial
thrust of the breaking plow. WVirgin
soll this, rich In nutritive content
berond the dreams of man, deposited
on thelr down Journey by the waters
of the rivers. It is land that would
put the Egyptlans to shame and
Father Nile at his best never accom-
plished such a great deed for his
people.
Duclk clubs and ponds filled with
browsing flsh have had their day.

dis-

The history of the progress of any
Ereat center of population is filled
with similar tragedies, for the rece
reation place of thousands s gone,
In its stead comes the truck gard-
ener, the small intensive farm, the
great cannery and the Indications
areé that there will be a lowering of
living costs, for this city will no
longer be dependent on imported
Ereen vegetables, plus iclng and ex-
press charges. There are those who
spent many happy hours In  this
vicinity who will Ilnslst that no pro-

ductlon could be welghed agalinst tha
pieasure to balance. They think, and
it would seem reasonable to a certain
<xtent, that the takiog away of such
& playground cannot be estimated In
terms of dollars and cents. But - the
facts are that In the march of prog-
ress such things must happen, and
yleasure must glve way to the real-
ties of 1life, mutters of smustenance
cannot be left In the background
while a city plays.

Streams Tepid and Drying,

The fish and game commission of
the state epent much time and money
in stocking this district with game
fish., Ome of their latest Importa-
tions was the crapple or calico bass,
and these little game fish have
thrivad to an astonishing degree.
They bhaunt the =till streams and
emaller lakees of the region and pro-
vide a nlce comfortable day's sport
for the angler as well as a pleasant

eddition to bhis menu. Even to this
dnte, for the dikes have not been
ciosed long, there are many of thess

gamy little fellows in the ponds;, but
their day =seemsa doomed. Though
thare will doubtless be =omeo of ihe
lakes that will remaln for 4 long
time, the most of thom will dry up
and but a muddy bed will remain to

remind of thelr attractive and mir-
ror-llke surfaces. Alrcady this tend-
ency of the waters to recede |s
noticeable in some the larger dis-
tricts, such as the main area along
the highway to Falrview. I"eople
who have been accusiomed to go

there at will and find plenty of shady
epots and fresh water stand In amagne-
ment when they sae only tiny, tepid
rivulels where formerly were wide
sioughs. It is not understandable
to them, they register astonishment,
for while they have read
of diking projects they did not
Fealize what would be the cffect on
their favored camping. places
Howaver, it will not bz possible to
permanently e A the natural
beauties of distriet, even If this
were the alm of tha men who mre
behind the reclamation projects, A
trip through this area is a revelation
in scenery differing from the more
ardinary Oroegon type. Firas are
mostly missing, the alder. poplar and
other soft woods being predominant.
Thelr delicate greens, maony of their
leaves being lighter shades on the
ander sids, and luxuriant growth
maks it ap area way out of the or-
dinary for this country. While it Is
closa to the giant foresis of the west,
it s remindful of an caslern or mid-

doubtless

die-western rive:. Yottom. The ex- in the making. It took some Fort- a test garden that bore eight-foot of a peerer Into the future or to pre-

panse of jand is so great that it lends jaund men with vision to reallze the corn & week ago. 'This corn wae not dict what may happen, but there is
tha additional illusion of being far wvalue of this terrain that was sub- yet {n the tassel nnd the indications 1l/ttle doubt but that changes will be
from Portland, In another state and ject to bl-yvearly overflow, and to were that It would attuin a height rapid here. It is not difficult to fore-
climata. take steps to reclaim {t from tHe of 12 feét or more before reaching sce thls terrain peopled by n well-

This “they content set of skilled farmers sarving

the city ¢ means of small trucks,

onsinught of the rivers

dld, and in doing It have added many

full maturity.
of all proportion.

Stiring beans were oul

Trueck Gardener Moves Im, Reallzing that

Now: comas the advent of the =mall miitlons: ta the  landed wealth of some astounding growth was to be with Portland no longer paying trib-
farmer In this district, The hunter Myltnomah county and at the same expected, this man planned for it ute to tha imported produce of the
after the case ang rest, the city man time staurted a movement that is ex- and when he put ip hils climbing south, marksted here at thelr own
who would coax lefsure far from ihe pected to-result in materially lower beans had 12-foot siakes there to price plus icing and express charges
sounds of traffie, -must search else- lving costs in the eity, when the carry them. Already, with the beans If this I8 too high a price to pay for
where for hls recreation. Within a produce begins to reach the local only In biloesom, the vines have gone the closing of a number of small
few years this entire district will be markets. Land formerly worth four and. five feet ovar the top of streams and the doing away with a
closely cultivated. Alrcady most of around $40 an acre mnd that cost $50 the poles, 16 and 1T feet high, and tain amount of sport, then it Is
the land has felt the plow and the under bond to dike 1z mow selling the legend of Jack and®the beanstalk 1@ province of the promoters of the
first crops. astonishing in their re- for $500 and up. This year, In the seems outdone. How the farmer of district to suffor., Some of these men
sults, are in evidence. Truck gar- largest of these districts, one that this region will harvest his crop will had vislon and they were forced to
denors are displacing the dairyman contains 5000 acres, the Increase In be a matter of mystery if the growth fight from the Inception of the scheme
who formerly pastured his cattle on t(axes over the assessments of last continues as astounding as is the case (o assure lts success. A number of
the lush bottoms. alwayz on tha alep: ¥aar is $50,000. This proves what ai with that of this yvear. It will not the property owners developed ex-
to drive them to safety before the factor this land is in reducing costs, be too far a flight of the Imagination tremely bad cases of frigid pedal ex-
advent of the rising waters, The for it is slready assuming its share to consider beans being harvestsd by tremities and sold out. They were
iand is too valuable now for grazing, of the burden of an already heavy means of aerial ladders from the city likely the people short In foresight.

it must produce and produce Jlber- tax regquirement fira department and five-ton trucks Plow Shows Prosperity.
ally to make adequate return on Its Great Beans Give Shade. groaning under a load of kalf a dozen But even If the aoreage now re-
value. Here the vacationlst and Iazy pumplins, > -

Instead of the shellering trees with
leaves that rustled in the wind on hot
cummear days, the !land Is now being
cuvered with prosalc beans and corn
and other garden truck. Men who
have devoled their lives to the feed-
ing eof the people marvel at the re-
sults accomplished on this sail. One

¢laimed does take mway some of the
open xpaces nearly wvalueless that
were used by TPortlandaers for rest
areas there is plenty more of It yet
to ba found near the city. Much of
tha land near the mouth of the Wil-
jamette subject to overflow has not
heen even surveyed for |ts ponsibill-

As one of the grealwl inducements
for the tirsd recreationdsts was the
accessibliity to ther city, this Is ex-
pected to be g Ereat magnet for draw-
ing new sesttlers to this location. In
& fow years where the green trees
and lush meadows once wers will be
regular patches of highly cultivated

man of the city bhas been going for
yonrs, spending his sunny afternoons
of laisure stretched at length on land
worth untold sums. never realizsing
to what ultimate uses It would be put

The great paternal rivers piled this
land up—some of |t iz 30 feet and
more deep—on this delta and likely
at the time they were doing it the cf them, s native of this region, born land, with hard-surfaced roads tra- ties and the chances are that It will
guardian saint of ‘agriculturs realized 59 years agoon iths family homestead - versing the area. It !s not the Inten-,be some time before it Is placed in
that hers was new domain of his own -right whore the dike now runs, has Hon of the Writer 10.pose in the light districts, Along ihe lower reaches

101.2.

of the Columbla, within easy reach
of the city. there are numbers of
small islands that offer all manner
of Inducements to the seeker after a

day's sport with rod and line or just

AR bLig loaf. Here the sluggish carp
can be' seen mpa they barely move in
the warm waters, and the invi 1

Iz to linger and take it easy.

the dlking district the carp t
very near the surface and many of
them find thelr way into the L
and pumps and ase cut to bita by

the rapidly revolving blades

A country's prosperity is not ju
by the amount of wild land in
dence, rather by the area under
plow. Thus with the taking
this territory at the mouaths
rivers Portland should present =n
much betlter appearance, al
far ax eévidence of worldly
concerned. Much of the land
the city Is hilly and dJdoes not
Itaelf very well to cultivation,
the men who stats that
plenty of recreation area mnear by
point to this territery. They hold
that the land that permlits farming
should be developed and that any
lessening of productivity !s a direct
offense against the people resident
in the district.

Within a few years, when the dikea
have sattled so as to permit, [t is
likely that one of the greatest high-
way¥s .in the state will be, K one that
will érown the dam for mlles with the
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wide Columbia to one £lde and the
garden tract s the other. 1t is not
the content any who have
missed their -ound that the
county will when it is trans-
formed, for realize that it will
be a great galn for them along with
tho reat of the cltize Sa2t In A
bower of ens with her sur-
rounding Portland gstands to
prosper much in the futurs
than has bean the case [n the past,
as the direct result of the diking

alwars providing they have
luence that thelr projectors
them and that seams to ba
In all of the districts now
tion or being enclosed thers is
agsregnta acreage exceoding

the

ir

for

cated,

12,000, with much meore posasibla. In
the center of the Columbla river,
Just abova Vancouver, Wash., thers

and that is in the state
that contalns many thou-
bhut whose resl.
have to take a ferry to Wash-
ingtion to This island
could be diked and ineers areo even
now working on preliminary eurveys,

That the averige minimum value of
§500 set on this tract 1s not high can
readi{ly bo conceived from what has
happened in central California, where
insuranca companies control much of
the land on mortgages at a valuation
sometimes elght times as high an has
been set on ths Oregon arena. Proe
ductiv is what must govern these
valuation figures. The warm, molst
weather conditions In this locality arg
favorable to the EgErowth of
vege on and right at hand lieas tha
main market at Portland.

of Oregon,

114}

ta ths

Eet

State Diking Act Used.

The work in thesps districts |s belng
done under the atate dlking act, which
enables property owners to organize
umder the control of a board of super-
visors with the assistance of the state

engineer, When the greater propor-
tion of the owners In the district sign
and Indorse the project the work is
startod 3 wed to finance
itselr, als ta supervision
Bo AT he market and
one t that shg saithy stats
of these districts iz that the securi-
ties brought tha best rates and the
intareat was held low.

The development
startet In 1310
age . district was
and w £
land Detween
Sandy river u
Feninsula I
ers of lands
the Swift In
suia district No. 1,
year the interests, with other
land owners, organized Peninsula dis-
trict No. 2. Just about this time ths
organization of Mulinomah drainage

of these projects
The Sandy drain-
organized Iin 1917,
af reclalming all the
Falrview and the
idertaken., In 1916 the
COmMpaANnY., OWhe
connection with
organized Ponin-
and the following

the

h

erests,

same

distriet No. 1 was completed, em-
braci all the Iland between the
Feni in stricts on the west to
Sandy 4 ¢t on the east, making
it & continuous reclamation project
for more than 17 miles along the
banks of the Columbla.

Tha af this is that all of
the land hitherto *n from the Van-
couver street cars as A seories of
l[tkes and swamps is to be reciaimed
and diked i brought under inten-
sive cultlva Nothing will serve
better to idea of what kind
of land it in the pleture shown
on this page. The dlking does not
mean that scenea such =as this win

disappear, or that water will ba
fought every placs, for it is only
tha rive floods that are looked on
as ener The owners of this land
have to get watler in order to grow
anythir and they will carefully

any mmall f{resh streams

one shown herewlith,

U. S. Destroyer Keeps Dog
_ for Mascot to Personnel.

Animnal Recognizes Veasel From
Pridege of Another Craft When
FPasalng at Sea — Commander

Sends Hont te Recover Fet and
Take Him Home.

‘ﬁr.\:ﬁit[xn;’rﬂx, D, C., Aug. 66—
Except for serial numbers
palnted boldly on the bDbow, most
persons greatest difficulty
in reco of the 300 de-
stroyers nited States narvy
fr i but there Is a dozm
=hoard the trover Schneck No. 140
I iz regard to have
vligence.
par lInr breed,
the BSchneck for

a8 friend of every-

Commmander <

wn t t Fllipino boys who
Y t Ll i the officers’ mess
is job, rushing
W 1 and ek, rki when the
th st I W E F PuLl over
h 1 ho i€ meeat persons
i 4 v and Is
Ar ‘the ¥ unli-
1 lous of those

=
13 Schneck are
of how, not long

weént frem Fen-
the dog was
be found when the
ure arrived; although
I irching the town
two hours, So it
rowd aboard the de-
pulled 6ut for the

nwmo,

that the dog after
d, reached another
3. Btomerd 85

the
de-
insistent about

along that the officers
»d, and the other destroyer

it to sea
During the voyage the two destroy-
ers passed well out to mea. The dog
was on the bridges and barked so
loudly that he attracted the atten-

tion of the Schenck, which put a_boat
overboard to bring him back,




