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Ghe Extraordinary New
RivalyinLegs

How a Pair Called the “Most Beautiful

e

in the World” Now Challenges the Merits
of the Pair Just Insured for $15,000—A

. Modern Problem for

Beauty Contests.

Frliamrre Soms Frena¥.
Aetrass FPoscrng lor ey SEudy.

BY ETHEL THURSTON.

COMMITTEE of serious minded
A gentlemen got together (he

othar day and voted Lhe legs of
a ceriain MDe. Mistingustt the most
boautiful things of their kind In the
whole French republic. It was a sad
day far numercus other aspiring dem-
olsettes, but a distinguished occas'on
for two Important members of the
human anatomy.

Whilse this action only meant that
the attitude of the world was being
mude voeul, it was {mportant becnuse
it offtcially marked the escape of the
word "legs”™ from the stifling limbo
of indelicacy and by that token, sane-
tloned t extraordinary new rivalry
in legs wilch seems to have reached
a crescendo of excitement at this
hour.

The French, of course, belng a real-
{sti¢c and plain-spoken people, never
felt quite the same harror of admit-
ting the possession of'feamale under-
plonings as did thelr Engllsh-speak-
ing nelghbors. They used the word
without exhibiting the fact. But, the
ekirta of women bhaving long =sincs
threatensd the sanctity of the agi-
tated and fluciuant knee-cap, there
was no use publicly blinking the fact
any fonger that legs could be quite
as aestheticelly respectabla as a
dimpled chin or a swan-llke neckh
Henee the solamn conclave and the
gravely rendered decision; henee the
shattered hopes of thousands of dem-
olsellées aud the eminence of Mile

Mistinguetl. Hence the loud crash of
% puritan tradition in these siates,
and hence the proiMic blooming of &
wondrous crop of what once were
Iimbs but mow are good old Baxon
legs.

Athletices Lifted the Skirt.

And thit the 1id is off once and for
all—that legs are legs from this"timae
forth. Is amply maniféest on avery side
in America. Migs Helen Bhea, *
Broadway show girl, knows the value
of hers so well that she has had them
fngured for the sum of §15.000. She
might conceivably suffer a fraciure
of the clavicie or a collapse of the
vocal ¢ords and bear up under It, but
if anytiing happened to her shapely
props, literally and figuratively her
support would bs gone.

Miss Shea, of eourse, !s not the first
show girl to realise the cemmercial
valus of her legs. The old wheezs
about the merit of a musical comedy
belng determined bafore the curtaln
Y“as risen two feet i at least-ten
yeurs old, But ten Yyears ago the
public taste would not have allowed
ber to proclatim the fact with such
unblusking frankness

Why the modest young woman of &
few years back couid talk about her
liver =1l day but was ‘nevartheless
barred from mentioning fhat part of
her anatomy immediately morth of
her ankle Is s malter for Dr. Fread
and his psycho-analytical brethren
But such was the fact whatever Its
explanation. She would admit to &
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ligd or u foot and uander pressure
would sometlimes confess to an ankle
—but & leg, never!

In thosa days, however, sha Wwas
alded im Ber concealment of her un-
derpinoing= by a ekirt so long that it
Iid even the knobs of her ankies. For
all that the luckless male could see
under form circumstances, she
might have en upheld by lHmbs
made of wood {iber ar papler-mache.

When women bogan to g0 In for
athletics, though, a skirt that al-

lowed grenter freedofn of movement |

was neceéssary. and what was a dress
ased only {or sport ovcasions shortly
became ths commonly accepted gar-
ment for street wenr. From that
time on there was a sicady upward
revislon,

The modish skirt finally reached
to the full part of tha ecalf and
philipplcs wers being huried from the
seats of the reformers atl the brasen
creatures who wore them. Even the
adventurous-minded were inclined to
think i had gone far enough.

The war came and the world gen-
erally was shaken loose from some
of ita old c¢onceptions. The purists
falt the comcussion from the hollows
of Aheir feet to the tops of their
haircuts, The Earlsian dressmakers,
pleading a scarecity of materials, but
realizing™all the time that they were
inspired entlrely by a deaire for an
even franker, fullér and more daring
effect, sent the skirt to the knees—
and there it i5 seon atsphils good hour.

Why n Mam Turns te Look,

On ralny and windy days of yore,
groupe of callow and curious young
men would foregather on the promi-
pent corners and giggle with dealight
wheén an fnch or twe of sheer silk,
above the normal allowance, was ex-
posed to thalr game. Those groups
don't amsemble any more, becaase
rainy day® and windy corpers bring
no greater revelations than .one canm
behold with the dsy at a dead cslm.

Has the male Jvst bis interest In

lmbs since they became publie and
simce thay became logs? Hardly., He
bas lost his curlosity, perbaps. but
hig jnterest remains and for good.
sound reasons. The crowds Uhet
threng the auditorium to hear Beé-
thoven's fifth symphony are not
moved by curlosity, Most of them
Bave heard It mapy times before;
some of them are famlillar with every
bar, every phrase, every change of
tempo and exprassion. They are In-
spired by an aesthetic motive: and,
g0 ia Lhe soung man who revels ao
frankly in the plump and comely calf
when [t Is appropristely Dound In silk
—and often when It isn't.

The callow juvenlles who gathored
on the siréest corners to watch thes
giris get Into their earriages or the
sireet enrs ware haufed up, every

] |‘nuw and then, as [it oblecls of publlic

scorn. Even In this sophisileated
eta one occasionally hears a youns
woman complain. that some of her
male friends constantly pass her on
the street without speaking for the
remsom that thelr eyes mever reach
her face. .

But & great majortty of the girls
realiza {hat covurrences pf this sert
aro nothing mors than siould be ex-
pecied. The tlme was when a girl
would say of un extravagant [riend:
“Sha puts &ll her money on her
back.” Ths turn of events has made
that expression nhﬂnlﬂn. She now
puts as little om her back ag possible
—but that's anothér story.

If onn would know where the girls
put their money thesa days lat them
appraisa her wardrobe itéem for item
They usad to dress from tha. head
down—but mow they dress from the
fest up.

A recently produced motlon plelure
turned on a man's ldentification eof
his sweetheart by ths stockings she
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wore, This is a falir index of the
times because stockings ars getting

to bBe the real center of interest of |
the female costume. Mors and more |
do they refleat the persomality of
their wearers Already, where the
girl who wants to be modish has only

a limited amount of money to put on

her efothes, she sacrifices everything
elae to smart thoes and stockings,
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ysoung man shouid get
gtrl down the strest By the lurn of
her lege; whaf more human Lhan that
he should rejeice im & pair
fully wrought that Phidias
have bhewn them with his chisel
Buwt where will it all end, asks the
bewildered conservative. That ques.
tiom will have to be referred (o
Friend Kismet or the Glrl Witk the
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What mogre natural, then, that the

GOGGLE-EYED MOTORISTS SEE
WOMAN FESTOONED BY SNAKE

Novel Sight Stunt of Reptile Study Club Hunting Fields of Jersey and
Seeking to Teach Regard for Creatures.

6 © YOU ses what I see™ mid
D one chauffeur to his com-
panion as pe balted his trock
ut a bare ledge of rock on the Great
Notch-Montclnlr road, writes Ray-
mond T. Torrey in the New York Post
“Great suffering Aoat Maria!™ sald
the head of a family party in a tour-
ing car as he haltad, too.

More motorists ¢ puolled up and
stared, gpoggle-eyed. Two small boys
golag flshing turned and thelr jaws
dropped as they gased.

A huge snake, yellow and white
and bronge, seven feel long and three
inches thick. was festooned In some-
what torpld folds about the shoul-
ders of a young woman, wWho was
focing & battery of photographers.
With them were several membears of
what might be termed, for the mo-
ment, the reptila press, besidez =
dozen others

It was the annual spring hunt of
the Reptile Study clunb, It was =
rainy day, and any native Jsrsey
gnakkes had sénse enough to keep In
theéir holes. 'The only reptiles ab-
original Lo the locallyy which the
members had been able to find in the
wet thickets zlong the road were @
few tiny blsck and red striped sala-

|

manders, dragged squirming and in-
@ignant f{rom the sheltor of rocks
overturned by the searchers

But the director of Lhe society, Al-
len 8. Willlams, who has held these
hunts for the last five years-to bring
bafore the public fthe alm of the so.
ciety, to proiecf apd prevent unrea-
soning slaughter of harmless and
beneficial snakes, dld not want thed
reporters end photographers disap-
pointed. So he brought along. snugly
wrapped in cotton bugs and packad In
4 suitoase, four snakes from hils pri-
vaie stock.

Twa of the four were serpents such
as might be found (n New Jeraey, and
mlght have been seen on thls day but
for the bad weather. They were the
hog-nosed gnake or puff adder, known
I exclusive sanké circles as heterodon
platyrhinns, and the mountaln dlack
snaks, otherwise coluber obsoletus
They wore comparatively small, and,
to give the reporters an idea of what
the reptile tribe can do when en-
couraged, Mr. Willlams brought along
ths big fellow, a bull saake, from
the nelghborhood of Brownsviiie, Tex.,
which carrfes the formidable title of
pltuophis Bsayl Dellona, and the

slightly smaller king soake, slso

from the southwest, which. though
hé would no doubt be wurprised
learn of ft, is sclentifically classified
as ophibuius gotulus getulus

These twao were large and Impos.

to know the ) Thousand J5sen

|
|

to |

Ing. The rrnorler!,"?rdaned to |
|
strange assignment=, sA%ped a little

and stood at first somewhal offishly
in the offing when Mr. Willlams tock
old Mr. Pttuophis out of his bag. Bur
after he posed adout the shoulders
of Mre. Willlams, who a writer
herself under the name of Elmabeth
Remington, and bhehaved very nlcely
for the photographers, they consented
to festoon hisx snakeship about their
sNgntly shrinking forms and were
snapped for the news plotures

The two boy fishermen stood on the
outside of the circle of spectalors
daring this scene. “What do you do
when you sde n ®nake?™ asked one
of the members, seeking (o impart &
lesson in Kindness to gsuch ereatures

“We kill "em.” gxid one boy.

“Why™

“Cause they eat the flsh.
they do. Why once when I was up
at Bear Mountaln park [ saw a walter
adder with & catfish as long as that
In his miouth™

*Wouldn't you {ike to hold this one
and ses how gentle he 187 inquired
Mr. Williams, offoring the huge bmil
snake.

“Gosh—NO,” replied the boy, as he
receded In the middie distance.

Oh, yes,

Johuny's Price Ts Halwed,
Awgwan.
Mothar—Johnny, wiil you be a guiet
for a bit? :
Johnay—I'l) do it for two-blts
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Girl Declared Willing, but
Not Eager for Work.

Backrynrd Discusaton Deals With
Problem of Ralsing Daughter,

ing over Lhs

OW that the washing was hung

on the line, Mri. Eolls was lcan
back fene

ing wilth say»mpal
af bring
ter Privately Mrs

t Ly Bott

her held tnat

tha probleam

ored
but Ly s mol
was not so almple.

“It ain’t dat Lily ain't willin'S
Mra B “Wulin' an” sctive
an' all dat. Bhe In rondy
run on errands fo" yo'. But she alr
heahs work callla’

she Is,

alwnys

one dat
a-lookin' at her.'

“Hogp mo" easy to do a
dan be teliin’ other folksem’
Johnson, understandingiy

* dat’s da troth”
“Buaot Lily =
maybe ashe glts dlsc
too easy. 1's seen
winter - says 1o her Eays
‘svery time yo' find to do
to Ralp yo' mother round de Iroume 1'i1
gih yo' a cent.’ Dat started her hard
at it. Mrs Johnson, It was two weeks
befo’ mhe dome git discouraged an'
give it up”

“An’ how much
asked Mrs. Johnson,

“Nine centn™ sald Mrs, Bolts, “but
I called It & dime™

thing yo'se'f
pnid Mrs

Mrs

bt

agreed

to blame:
uraged a little
her tryln”
Lily.)' 1

somethin’

did she make™




