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those "good old days." bright or

INhazy In our memories in the
to the years that have

crowded in between, when we were
among the dally prisoners at the lit-

tle red chooIhous. we were wont to
tremble when the teacher propounded
a question as to the geographical
bouondaries of some state or nation.
But no better way of establishing
definite locations has yet been discov-
ered and no doubt the present gen-

eration of youngsters is receiving its
full quota of the same questions.

The Columbia river gorge, one of
the treat scenic wonders which the
Pacific northwest ofTers to the motor-
ing world, is bounded on tne west by
the Interstate bridge, on the north
by the North Bank nisrhwav. on the
east by a ferry boat and on the south
by the Columbia river highway.

is the graphical description of
one of the finest loop trips which it
Is possible to take from the city of
Fortland. a trip of but one day. and
not a long or a tiring one at that, and
a trip which, it is safe to say, cannot
be exceeded from the ecenic stand-
point on the American continent. For
the drive includes the North Bank
highway, Washington's offering to the
development of the Columbia gorge
territory, and the Columbia river
highway, of which words prove but
poor descriptive tools.

Xortfc Attractive.
No full acquaintanceship with the

Columbia gorge is possible without
knowledge of the north as well as the
south side of the river and those who
have been over the Columbia, river
highway many times, but who have
never ventured into the Washington
wonderland should bestir themselves
and Include this trip In their itinerary
lor forthcoming week-end- s.

To be sure, the North Bank high-
way Is not the broad paved street
that the Columbia highway is, but a
bit of rons-- road, where careful driv-
ing .a i...i.sarj- - and where a iu -
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sized jolt hits the car ever and anon,
or even oftener. is not a bad thing in
these days of ease. . Xot that the im-
provement and ultimate paving of
the North Bank highway is not to be
earnestly hoped for. but in the mean-
time why delay, when a fair road of
gravel and macadam and a scenic
wonderland beckons?

New llaynes Mafcea
To find out the condition of this

North Bank highway as far as Steven
son, for the oenefit of those who
would make the loop trip over the
north bank road to Stevenson or even
further and along the south
edge of the river, A. C. Stevens, local
Haynes and Winton distributor, sent
a Haynes car over the route one day
last week. The pathfinder, one of the
new light "50" models just received
here by Stevens, returned with the
verdict of a very enjoyable trip, a
road not good, not bad, but passable
and enjoyable, and incidentally a ver-
dict of no squeaks, riding comfort for
its passengers, no mechanical ' diffi
culty of any kind and low gasoline

has been Introduced to the public with
the favorable comments which the
new Haynes little six has received.

The North Bank highway was found
in excellent shape for many stretches,
in poor shape in a few places and in
passable shape everywhere.

For several miles in Skamania
county the road was heavy and rough

with new crushed rock, the result
of the county commissioners being
either too ambitious or not ambitious
enough. Four or five inches of the
crushed rock had been piled on the
road, smoothed but not rolled, and the
car wabbled along on its insecure
although safe footing. This crushed
rock either should not have been put
on at all or it should be followed up
with finer material and a roller to
make a macadam surface, and here's
hoping that is the officials have
in mind.

a trip as is suggested is
begun by taking the route the
Interstate bridge to Vancouver and
turning east to follow the new pave-
ment through the lower portion of the
fort grounds and out along the river
bank to Camas and thence over good

iig befits a car which road to vTasbougaL From Vancou
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ver to Camas, about a aozen miles,
the road is paved excepting for a mile
and a half, where new grade has been
established and permanent improve-
ment awaits settling of the fills. From
Camas to the road is
macadam and is in excellent shape.

To the motorist who may be impa-
tient for the scenic beauties of the
gorge we say, do not neglect this por-
tion of the road. For,- - although the
cliffs have not begun to rise, the road
follows a rolling hillside above the
river, giving a splendid view up and
down the Columbia and across to Bast
Portland.

Road Follows Washougal River.
At Was! ougal the road north

and nortLaast to follow for several
the Washougal river, in this

way making a semi-circ- le around the
great barrier of Cape Horn. This trip
up the Washougal corresponds in a
way to the turn up the Sandy
on the Columbia highway and is
a stretch of unusual attraction. As
the Washougal canyon narrows the
farms and orchards in the vicinity of
the of Washougal axe left be

hind and the. road Tcarves its way
along the rock cliffs at the edge of
the river, finally .crossing the river
over a high bridge. It says good-by- e

to the attractive canyon to plunge
southeast through heavy timber an!
merge again at the bank of the Colum-
bia. .

Some day the Washougal canyon
stretch of the North Bank highway
will be unnecessary, except for
who prefer the trip' up this rugged
little river, for the final location for
the highway" chosen by the Washing-
ton engineers is along the top of the
first tier of cliffs at Cape Horn, giv-
ing the North Bank road a command-
ing outlook at the entrance to the
Columbia gorge comparable to that
obtained from Crown Point on the
south side.

Survey Over Cape
Standing at Crown Point and look-

ing to the Washington side,
one may observe that Cape Horn,
which lies almost, directly across the
river. Is built In the form of two
gigantic tiers of cliffs, one above the
other. At the top of the first tier is
a narrow plateau running a short
distance to the bottom. of the second
tier. It 15 upon this plateau, risht ax

the edge of the first great bluff, that
it is proposed to build the highway,
and some day this will rank among
the most scenic stretches of road in
tne northwest. This work, however,
is not scheduled for the immediate
future and It will be several years
before work is even begun, according
to Washington engineers.

this location would shorten the
road five miles over the present loca-
tion via the Washougal canyon.

east of Cape Horn, where the
present road returns to the river bank,
to Beacon rock the highway possesses

attractions, although this is per-ha-

the least interesting section of
the entire run. At times the road
winds through the forest some dis-
tance back of the river and now and
then it emerges to follow the river
bank Above the Spokane, Portland &
Seattle railroad tracks, affording
splendid views of the south bank of
the river,- the waterfalls and cliffs.

Beacoa Rock's Feature.
Beacon rock la one of the hig fea-

tures of the North Bank highway and
marks the beginning of the most
scenic portion of the trip from Van
couver to Stevenson. The great rock,
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Washougal Incidental-
ly,

the Columbia river highway, as It can
be plainly seen trom the side,
is truly a beacon to motorists on the
North Bank highway for several
both ways. The road passes imme
diately behind the giant monolith and
the trail which has been built to its
top right from the side of the
highway. For those who can spare
the time to climb to the top of Bea-
con rock is certainly well worth the
effort.

Beacon rock on to Stevenson
Hi a continual procession of in-

teresting points. The road follows
close to the river for most of the dis-
tance, affording a much finer and
closer view of the cascades of the
Columbia than is possible from the
south side.1 The topography of the
Oregon side can be studied with inter-
est also, the deep canyons of Tanner
creek and Eagle being shown
carving their way far back into the
mountains south of the river.

Stevenson may well be considered
the eastern terminus for the average
motorist planning a loop ride from
Portland at thla time of the year. Be
tween Stevenson and White Salmon
are some of the most beautiful
stretches of the North Bank highway,

which to every traveler pu iiiarUcaUrly notabia being the stretch
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along the Underwood bluffs. With
present road conditions, however,

motorist will find the sun
pretty well around towards thetwrh;
when he arrives at Stevenson anil th
trip further east will not be advlaa
ble. There are ferries both at ISIeven
son and White Salmon, howevtr, af
fording quick access to the Columbii.
river highway and enabling a peeil
return to Portland over the armi
highway masterpiece of the Amerlcai
continent.

it is not the purpose here to ssv
word about the Columbia river high-
way, for although it in un imp,. .

part of such a loop trip as decrlb---
it is so well known that words r
superfluous, it should only b sm!'
that every trip over the highway cim
but Impress the traveler the mon
with its supreme beauty and utility

Some day. and it may not be so fa:
distant either, Washington will poN
sess in the North Bank highway
paved road which will be a companion
piece to the Columbia river highway
By that time a bridge at Cascad
Locks 6V at White Salmon will hav
become a reality and the west wli
have added another important chap
ter to the history of road building
America.


