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And ihe.Tragic Climax to the Frenzied Career of Almeda
- Everts, Whose Easy-Money Victims Include Bankers, the

BY RUBERT E. VALE
WOMAN'S form polsed for =
A finsh on tha edge of a ferry-
boat, #and slmost without a
sound the waves closed over ons who
bad gona to eternity.

A trall of high finance swings
through many states and tolals more
than $300.000

Scores of men and women bled of
thhelr savings and only an echoing
laugh to answer their tears or thelr
Curscs

Other men who trusted and wWho
leved awake to find they are dupes

And In Moyamensing prison there
gits Almeda Everts—the woman. And

there she will sit, her business men—
clergymen—doctor-victimas assert, for
many long days (o come, If they

have theair way, For, even though
many of thom refuse to proscouts,
to face the derision that follows the
admission by a man that a woman
duped him, they wuant the sat|sfac-

tion for the amounts ranging from
§5000 to §15.000 emch from wnalch
they were separated of knowing
that she Is in durance vile. So, mys-
terlously, petty littls things are
charged agiainst her from unsus-

pected sources so that, as fast ns
claver lawyvers dispose of one allega-
tion. another arises to keep [fast
Jockad the bars of her prison.

Her insplration was Cassle Chad-
wick; the methods of that high
priestess of vislonary weslth wers
tollowed by Almeda Everts. Side by
ride, in a strange parallel, thelr lives
are linked—15 wyears apart

Almeda Everts was not yel 20 years
old, “the wife of a mechanic. when
she was stirred by the wltchery of
weaith shown by Cassie Chadwick.
How, on the strength of & mythleal
fortune, Mri, Chadwick had per-
sunded bankers to give her millions;
how she rode In gay carriages: how
she dashed here and there in the
automeobiles of those days: how
Jewels and luxuries were hers,
aroused the strange spirit of Almeds
Everts.

And how this girl bullt her own
fantastic story of rich estates and
bhow she lured and betrayed men
of wealth and how, like Cassie Chad-
wick, she finally came to a prison
cell, 1s as exciting as tha life story
of Almeda’s predecessor—with the
added tragedy of the sulcide of the
wifa of Robert Mountford, one of
Evorts' victims,

Her Husband's Tribute,

*A remarkable woman, an aston-
Ishing woman,"” reflected William V.
Chambers, her first husband., as he
smoked his pipe in the parlor of his
home up in Frankford, in the =ames
nelghborhood that Almedm spent her
chijdhood days. "I ean understand
the feellngs of that New Jersey man
who, after ldentifying her in prison,
sald: ‘Now let me go away. If she
speaks to me I cannot help myself;
I will hava to go her bail’ 1f ewver
there was a woman with hypnotle
power it is Almeda Everis, In her
presence you are helpless—man or
woman. She Iz not handsome, she
never was, As a girl she was pass-
ably good-looking., But, my friend,
she has .. peraonality such as I have
never seen In any other woman. Let
her talk and you believe everything
she says. Out of her Influence yon
wonder what swayed you to make a
fool of yourself.

“I know when It started. It was
about the timas of the Cassie Chad-
wick exposure. BShe talked about
the woman; perhaps she studied
evary action of that noted swindler.
AL any rate her whola nature seemed
to change In & flash., She began
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. Clergy
and Even
Some Very
Shrewd

Business

Men.

Charles Ponal fleeced cuduto;u investors out of millions within 12 months.

extravagance, She juughed and re-
plled:

* ‘Money is the caslest thing to get
In the world' -

“Then we broke. I went my way
She went hers. More than 15 years
bave gone since then and I can speak
dispassionately, but she was a re-
markable woman and worthy of bet-
ter than a prison. Somehow I do not
blame her, not & bit, And still I
know that ghe Is accused of swindling
sgores.”

Those who have known and talked
with Almeda, now 28 years old, will
tell you the same thing. BEven her
victims pralae her ability, her kindli-
reas;, her sympathy, her mentality.
Yet she was reared among scenes of
drunkenness and did not go to schogl
five years In-all her life. As & child
shes was beaten, and, frail and
anemic, was “bound out” and sent
to the country.

Tod+ry aha tilks learnedly on
many sublecta. Her English Is fault-
less, her voica musical and well mod-
ulnted, Her eyes are frank, happy,
trustful. No =moclety woman dresses
in better taste. No political leader
i» more convincing. No clergyman
more earneslt. Bul— .

When Everett Marshall and his
wife of New{ield faced the woman In
prison and pointad her out as having
taken $2300 of their savings, she
gurveyed them through a gold mon-
ocle as If entertaiped: then with a
maerry laugh, she turned to the cap-
tain of detectives and confessed
swaatly:

“Cartainly I took their money,
blew It away like bubbles. They be-

| llaved whet 1 sald.”
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. went to Lhe prison.
her. Then he came out, withdrew
his charge and sel
woman he knew had duped him. Now
Mountford has disappearesd. He is| Morgan bank in New York and her
dominated by Almeda.

80 are other victims, or at least
they refuse to prosecute.
ever, are determined to keep the re-
markable woman in jall for a long | she
Five Eensfngton mill owners
the delectives that they
fleeced.

$8600 to $15,000
doctors,
rich women who sought soclal fame,
taxicab
listed as victims.

He Induced his molber to give her
$15.,000. Although he was married
he betame separated from bis wife
and, 8ccording to the court records,
committed blgamy by marrying the
Everts woman. A few weeks later
a disheartened woman leaped from n
ferrybeat in the Delaware river. The
police say she was Mrs, Mountiford.

When Almeda was arrested [n her
juxurious apariments on North
Broad  street, Philadelphia, she
laughed and asked the police to
notify “Bob™ Mountford. They ex-
plained to him the long string of | and even
charges agiinst Her. Ho was amazed.

“Why, she swindled me and my | [e?
mother!™ ha cried. Then he pre-
ferred additional charges agalnst
her. This warrant was served on
Almoda. She smliled sver so sweetly.
“Bob will help me out,” she reitar-

time,
have told
have been
range from
Clergymen,

operated In
Chadwick In one.

from her eyes, away from her charm | was “one of the

Cassle Chadwick collecied a cool milllon from oiher-
wise astute business men.

Just as Cassie Chadwick did §t she | P. Morgan.”
digd it. There was one difference, This| corner of the desk.
woman hgh financler of later days does not have funds to cash It; 1 will
different

He talked with K of dollars.” Tes, it was the Morgan-
Harjes flnancial house of Parls that
out to ald the | held hear money. Meanwhile she was

recelving wonderful tips from the

winnings on the stock market ran
into vast sume, Of course, she would
let Wer friends in on the deals and
they would soon be wealthy, But—
aeaded a few thousands for
preasing negeds. Could they accom-
modate har? So the stream of gold
The namounts|came olling to the woman who but a
each. | faw Years ago was a houae servant,
men. | half-starved,

Victims who came te her handsome
companies are | bungalow In New Jorsey one day saw

Some, how-

business

How did she do|a check on the Irving Hank of New

York for $100,000. It was signed *J,
Almeda tossed It into &
“The local bank

clties, Mrs. | have to walt a few days to get the

Her stoek In (rade | money.”
ated. Away from her volce, away | was a mythiciul Harjes estate, She
helra™

She was visiting at the home of one
Her share | who had too much faith in her. Ehe

Mountford was llke lron. But he | amounted to "hundreds of thousands| hegged permission to use the Ltele-

~ ALMEDA EVERTS

Uneducated. Former house servant. Said to
have taken $300,000 from her victims,

Posed as heiress to vast fortune.
Called = hypnotist.
Unusual talker. b
Fond of carriages and automobiles.
Not handsome. Good dresser.

THE PARALLEL

Lived in magnificent home, -Had country place.

#
i

CASSIE CHADWICK.
Uneducated. Once a servant. Got more than -
£1,000,000 from her dupes. ;
Posed as heiress to vast fortune.
Admitted she studied hypnotism,
Convincing talker,
Used carriages and automobiles,
Not handsome, Good dresser, -

Almeda Everin, the petticonted FPonzl, gathered In
£100,M00 before her arrest.

| by a vietim from Pittsburg; Pa. She

phone. Trkey heard her talk with her
broker,

“So that stock deal only netted me
$25,0007" they heard her cry, petu-
lantly. "I was sure it would reach
$50,000, ©Oh, well, just credit It to my
ateount”™

Liater they agreed that Almeda had
her finger holding down the receiver.
But at the time |L was Impressive.

B30 n Year on Tazls!

It is the goppel truth that she gpent
$5000 a year on taxicabs It was one
of har frenzied hobbles. AL Atlantlc
City she had a high saluried chauffeur
to run her cars Llke Cassie Chad-
wick, she found automobiles Impres-
sive. Equally convincing was her
tale that she was a nlece of the Jate
John G. Johnson, & millionaire Phll-
adelphio lawyer,

Now and then she would exhibit a
lstter from w firm of Washington
Inwyers telling how swiftly the Har-
jes estate was being closed up. That
heipod & whole lot. But the lurs of
the tipe on the stock market was the
sirongest. There ls & story that six-
teen busii egs man and rich farmars In
southarn New Jérssy formed a pool
and placed sums ranging from 31000
to $5000in her hands hoping to profit
Thef never heard from the pool.

Almeda Everts was one of the fow
persons successful In “skinning” At-
lantic City folk. She paraded her es-
tate and her stock tips before the
eves of well-to-do men and women.
Bome ray shs got more than §$10.000
in ‘a yery short season. She ({led
when warranta were (ssued.

She went to the Maine summer re-
sorts. Just ahout the time she was
geiting her stass set she was ar-
rested in Portland on a charges made

was sent to prison ‘or nearly a year,

s half. It s sald that

spant In reading. studying and plan-
ning. And when she came out she
began to organize finnnce and falth
on a large scale.

Almeda g confident that sha will
egcape sen'ence in the presant prosae-
cution. Cnly the other day she sent
out this warning:

“Some persons will get me out of
this; they've got to.

Which may mean a great deal—for
ghe is a remarkable woman

Dueling in Heidelberg Still
Popular.

German Students Continue Old
Custom of Getting Scarred Faces,

EIDELBERG, Germany, March 28

—Sword duelling in the Uni-
versity of Haldelberg I8 asx popular
and a8 common today as |t wis mors
than 500 years ago, when thix oldest
of German schools wasg founded. Vir-
tually every student who has passed
the first yenr wears o sword scur on
the left side of hls chin or the left
cheek. or a banduged head, which nd-
vartises Lhat the scar Is in the mak-
ing.

Duels do not alwars avise from
anger or quarrals, but out of thes
| necessity of providing the student

with a diploma of sword prowesa, or
to glve him sword practice, which
affords the students great delight
‘hey are sometimes arranged, like a
boxing bout, by {fraternities which
have devaloped certain differences of

opinlon. Five-round dusls are popu-
lar

“Surgeons stand by to sew up the
wounds =after each round, which

usuaily last a minute,” sald a Heidel-
berg man, who wore a deep &car on
his chin. *“If nelthsr student is bad-
ly damaged, the fight will go the full
number of rounds decided upon, ufter
which the stitches the surgeons have
taken will be counted and the man
with the fewest stitches will be de-
clured the winner.

“S8houwld, at any time during the en-
counter, 4 combatant dodge a =sword
stroke his opponent Is Immadiately
doclared winder. That s the un-
forgivable thing In the students’
dueling code—to dodze a estroke.”

Excopt |nfreguent combatls between
older students. when heavy swords
are used, dueling in Heldelbarg Is not
dangeroye. The heads und necks of
the fighterx, und the abdomen, are
protected by lecather gunrds.

Bome of the favoring duelling places
are uncisnt cafes and beer rooms, the
floars of which are slways covered
with sand, the walis lined with huge
mugs and hung with engravings, old
plctures and trophiee of the fight
These places are sacred to Btudents
and It would be a wserious offense
mgalnst custom of half a thousand
years for o stranger to wander In‘and
git down ln some storled chair,

The university is =till 5 lJaw tnto It-
galf, and the civil suthoritles of the
town of Heldelbarg never. under any
pretext, ioterfere in #tudent affairs
Punishment is administered to re-
fractory students by university au-
thorities, The university “jall” ia now
in the top story of the bullding. It
Is a custom for the student confined
in one of thess cells to leave his
npame and the date of his Imprison-
ment Written on the walla

U. 8. Landscekers to Visit Canada.

WINNIPEG, Manltoba —Estimates
that 25,000 United States land seek-
ers will vislt Western Canads dur-
ing 1921 have betn mads by Wa'ter
Johnson, Winnipeg, sscretary of the

'Farm Lands Settlement sassocistion

of Manitoba, A very largs number

of Inquiries about lands have been rea-
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