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AUTO MAKERS CWE

FAVORABLE REPORT

Detroit Business Shows Big

Advance in Month.

MANY WORKMEN ARE BACK

Body Works, Accessory Plants and
Motor Factories Respond to

Business Stimulus.

DETROIT, Mich, March 12. Fur-
ther evidence that the automobile
manufacturing-- situation in Detroit
and Michigan continues to improve
Is seen in plant reopenlngs during
the past week, or in the announce-
ment of definite dates on which
operations will be resumed.

One of toe most encouraging1 fea
tures Is the optimism expressed by
officials of the accessories, motor
and body makers. Activities of these
plants are considered a gauge of the
condition of the automobile Industry
and from the roseate view taken by
the leaders in this division. It is con-

sidered that the return to normal
work is not far distant.

Mechanic Return to Work.
March and April will see the

return to work of practically every
skilled and efficient auto worker in
Detroit, said Ross W. Judson, presi-
dent of the Continental Motors cor-
poration.

The Continental Is somewhat of
ft, barometer for business conditions
throughout the country and especial-
ly the automobile industry," said Mr.
Judson. "We furnish motors to a
large number of concerns and ac-
cordingly we are in a position to
keep our fingers on the business pulse
of the country. Our corporation is
at present on a 42 per cent produc-
tion schedule. During March we ex-
pect to increase this to between 5Q

and 60 per cent, formally we em-
ploy about 7000 men.

"During October, November, De-

cember and to the middle of Janu-
ary we were laying men off. Since
January 17 things have been going
the other way.

Sunshine la Akead.
TMcn were being brought back In

mall numbers up to a short time
ago. owing to the fact that parts on
band were being used up. The parts
have now all been used up, and a
manufacturing force is gradually be-
ing put on to take care of the in-

creased business. Business is com-

ing back In good shape. February
showed a tremendous Improvement
over the preceding month, and we
know that March will be better still.
April should see business reach an
encouraging point. We have dark
clouds behind us and the sunshine
right ahead."

"Employes of the Wilson Body
company are being called back to
work every day, and will continue
to be called as long as business con-

ditions keep improving as they have
in the last two weeks." said C. H.
Wilson, president of the company.

"We started work on two big
orders this week, and from rumblings
that are reaching us, we expect
business to increase right along. Our
plant is quite a business gauge. We
know that when the automobile
manufacturer places large body or-

ders with us, he is selling his cars
to the dealers, and in turn the pub-
lic This is happening now."

Body Works Busy.
The Wilson Body company em-

ploys about 3000 men and manufac-
tures bodies for a number of the
largest automobile, companies, in-

cluding Ford, Paige-Detroi- t, Sheri-
dan. Reo, Overland and' Oakland.

"When strained efforts were being
made some time ago to stir up op
timistic propaganda while business
men were sitting back in their chairs
with nothing to do, I felt pessimis-
tic." Mr. Wilson said. "It's different
now. Everyone is saying the Bame
thing business is Improving each
day.

"Wo have been bringing back our
workmen since the middle of Febru-
ary and by next week I expect we
will have about 1000 men in our
shops. We are calling the various
departments back daily fast this week and steady
they are needed in the completion
of orders.

until
"We expect that by the middle of city have weathered like situations

April we have hit 60 per cent before. They have been both
schedule. If business sible and reasonable. If they will

continues to improve the way has refuse to become discouraged for a
in the last two weeks, we wui proo-abl- y

pass that mark."
Aalo Makers Busier.

The Paige-Detro- it Motor Car com-
pany will call all of its men back
and be operating 100 per cent pro

schedule before the end oil this week than at any time
the last six There

"Wages of will not U absolutely no for worry
cut," said Mr. "All manu- - from any at present.
facturers are convinced that wages are looming up in great shape. There
enouid stay wnere tney are tney been a complete reversal or con--

will. We never aga'n will see wages
at pre-w- ar scales.

"Every automobile factory In the
States will again be operat-

ing on a 100 per cent basis before
the month of April is over. We are
today operating on a 75 per cent
production schedule. Two increases
in employment and production have
been made in the last 30 days. In
fact we jumped from 50 to 75 per
cent. Within the next 30 days this
will again be jumped until 100 per
cent Is reached."

The Paige-Detro- it company in
normal times employes between 1600
and 2000 men.

"We are at present oversold on
our production schedule for next
month. Our normal output Is

1500 and 2000 cars a month.
Aside from our former factory ship-
ments more than 1100 cars which
had been shipped for storage to our
dealers earlier in the year have been
taken off the '

Labor Has Responsibility. '

"The only thing necessary to
give us the best of times to have
labor give its best effort in all in
dustries that the laboring in
turn can buy at a reasonable price.

are practically in the laborer's
hands. He can either do efficient
work and cut the cost of manufac
ture or he can loaf and keep prices
up--

"Most of the efficient workmen In
Detroit, who ate now idle, will be
back to work before March ends and
April should see all as busy as bees,"
eaid Percy Owens, president and
general-manag- er of the Liberty Mo-
tor Car company.

"TVs put on force of men last
week; mora ara brought ia.
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little while longer they will find
themselves back on the Job before
they know It. The sun Is going to
shine on labor within a short time.

Steady Orders.
"Ws have had a number of

duction orders
March. during months.
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ditions since February 1. Our Feb
ruary business was three times as
great as in January and in March we
will show two and one-ha- lf times as
many orders as in February.

"Reports on business, conditions
from Buffalo to Portland, which are
reaching me are of the most en-

couraging nature. In the east things
are beginning tostir; accordingly we
are looking for a pretty good year.
Production in the Liberty plant was
resumed at a very good clip three
weeks ago and is steadily improving.
At present we are working on a 60
per cent production schedu.e.

REACH

Three Easterners Report Bad Roads
Xorth of Dunsmuir.

Or., March 12. (Spe
cial.) I. Tillotson, who is not without
some fame in his home state. South
Dakota, as a ball player, Lud Faeth
of the same state and Clyde Scott of
Tennessee pitched their tent at the
auto tourist camp Monday after their
long trip from the east via southern
California.

The worst roads were encountered
between Dunsmuir and the

line, where their Ford,
drawing a trailer heavily laden with
camp equipage, found the going slow.
Some soft spots were found in the
mountain districts south of Roseburg.

The easterners are bound for Port-
land and points north and will cross
the mountains Into eastern Oregon
and Washington and expect to return
to South Dakota via the Yellowstone
ami the Montana route,
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MLAXY FIXE CARS SHOWX AT

EXHIBIT.

Five Floors in Xew Cnlbertson
Building Used to House

Auto

March 12. With nearly
100 motor vehicles arranged In the
most artistio indoor setting its de
signers cculd have devised. Spokane's
fifth automotive show took place at
Spokane this week. The big event
opened on Tuesday In the new Cul
bertson building and closed Saturday.

With the exception of the chamber
of commerce banquet the show was
the first the public had
to see the interior of the new Cul
bertson building. The show used five
floors, with the main entrance from
the fifth floor.

The splendid ballroom on the fourth
floor was open for dancing to show
visitors every evening of the show,
and numerous features
were held.

This year" show was handled
strictly by the individual dealers, the
show originally being approved by
the Spokane automobile chamber of
commerce, and the dealers' organiza
tion down the line had given it every
indorsement possible, but left the en-
tire management with the show com
mittee, which Included R. K. Mcin-
tosh, Robert A. Flynni Jack Mulligan,
T. J. ReiUy, W. J. Healey, R. C. Dahl- -
jelm. They constituted the board of
managers, with E. M. Stock, manag-
ing secretary of the automobile cham-
ber of commerce, show manager.

In company with William A. Wells,
architect, W. J. Healey and Robert A.
Flynn of the board of show managers
worked out a cplendld decorative
scheme, intended on the whole to
suggest the outdoor effect. Each
floor was treated to a different color
scheme, all blending in the ireneral
efi'ect of outdoora The lighting
fixtures were given a distinctive touch
to blend with the color effect.

Trailing vines over low treQisea
alter the fashion of Califorsla, tenaoa.

PORTLAND, OREGON, MORNING, 13, 1921

THE NEW AND THE HOME CITY OF THE PACIFIC COAST
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with wealth of apple blossoms and
other flowers were used to suggest
the coming of spring. The main floor
was in gray, with low screens sepa-
rating exhibit.

The fourth floor was done in yellow
and green, and exhibits this floo
were some extent given over the
accessory dealers. The third floo
was In light green and the second
rlcor in cream.
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The official colors were green and
white, and decorative pennants and
banners in these colors calling atten-
tion to the show were used in the
store windows, hotel lobbies and
vsrioua conspicuous places. Practi
cally every automobile dealer In the
city had a poster in his window call-
ing attention to the show. The same
show emblem, the winged triangle,
adopted last year, was in use this
year.

When Spokane woke up Tuesday
morning, the opening day of the
show, the city was confronted with
many novel advertising stunts calling
attention t the show. A huge sign,
60 feet by eight, with a total area of
400 square feet, had been hung across
Riverside avenue at the Howard- -
street intersection.

Some 50 carpenters and painters
had been at work in the new Cul- -
bertson building all the week before,
getting up lattice work and tretlis
work for the show, and throughout
this week a staff of. 20 people were
required to look after the work of
managing the show.

This show was not run for profit."
aid R. A. Flynn, member of the

board of managers. "For four years
Spokane has been having a free auto-
motive show, the only city of its size
and Importance In the country that
has done such a thing. Admission in
other places right along has run all
the way from 75 cents to 11.50. Be-
fore the doors were opened Tuesdav
afternoon there had been an actualxpense connected . with the show.
amounting to $10,000, and this had
been met straight through by the
utomobile men. Not a dollar was

solicited from outside."

Repair of Blow Torch.
When a blow torch has worn out

its air pump, it may be repaired as
follows: Remove the pump and
solder an inner tube valve in its stead.
The torch may then be pumped up
lfl the ordinary way with a. tire pump.
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NO REAR SEAT DRIVING

HANDS OFF, SATS SUPREME

COURT OF COLORADO.

Place for the Passenger Who

Knows Better How to Drive

Than Driver Is at Wheel.

The supreme court of the state of
Colorado has emphatically expressed
its disapproval of the efforts of per
sons riding In the rear seat of an au
tomobile to control or Interfere with
the operations of the driver, says a
writer in the Denver Post.

In the case of Hedges vs. Mitchell,
recently decided by the supreme court,
in an opinion written by Judge
Burke, attention Is called to the fact
that the rear seat driver is respon-
sible for enough accidents as the score
stands, without the aid of "judicial
precedent" It was contended In
that case by the attorneys who ap-
pealed to the supreme court that
a duty devolved upon the passengers
in yie rear seat to warn and guide
the driver as to his route of travel,
his speed, etc., and that neglect to
discharge that duty conatituted con

5
v V

Hp"

.

j

--4 5

tributory negl'gence so as to prevent
recovery of damages, according to At-
torney Omar E. Garwood, who was
interested in the case. ,

Judge Burke used the following
language:

"The duty to give such advice Im
plies a duty to heed it, and the rear- -
seat driver is responsible for enougn
accidents as the score stands without
the aid of judicial precedent. The
place for the passenger who knows
better than the driver of the car
when, where and how It should be
operated, is at the wheel."

The court also takes judicial knowl
edge of the condition under which an
automobile Is operated and disap
proves of the contention that a pass
enger can be charged with negli
gence in permitting his feet or legs
to become entangled In the foot rail
of an automobile. In the Hedges
Mitchell case the court confirms its
former rulings to the effect that vio
lation of a traffic ordinance consti-
tutes negligence per se; that is, when
ever one is injured through the neg
ligence of the operator of an automo
bile and the accident is brought about
by the violation of some traffic regu-
lation, the defendant is guilty of neg-
ligence and the plaintiff need prove
nothing beyond the accident and the
injuries In order to entitle him to re
cover damages.

Coajuille Higrbway Progressing.
.MARSHFIELD. Or.. March
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claL) With two weeks of open
weather, the state paving job at this
end of the Coos Bay to Coquille high
way will be finished and travel be
tween the two cities will be possible
over pavement when it la set, to
within a short distance of the county
set. A short sector is not com-
pleted at the Coquille end and the
Scandia Shipbuilding company, the
contractors, are starting this and will
likely finish it in two or three weeks.

BETTER ROAD IS PROMISED

Last Bad Spot on SIcKenzie High
way Being Eliminated.

EUGENE, Or.. March 12. (Special.)
The last bad spot on the McKenzie

river highway between Eugene and
Blue river, a distance of 45 miles, will
be eliminated this spring or in the
early summer, according to Charles
Neal, road supervisor.

This bad road Is just west of Blue
river. Already the supervisor has a
crew of men and teams at work andexpects to have the highway graded
and surfaced by the time heavy sum-
mer traffic begins. The work will
necessitate some changes In the right
or way and men are at work clear,
ing out the new route.

In 19 (VI England wrote for the first
time the modern fire, theft and public
liability insurance on commercial ve
hicles..

Automobiles, Road Trips and
Northwest Highway News

FEDERAL

NO. 11
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TO 111 ROADS

Department of Agriculture
Approves Highways.

MANY PROJECTS BENEFIT

Pacific and Roosevelt Xational
Kontes Among 9630 3HIcs of

Divea Affected.

bt t. h. Mcdonald.
Federal aid for the construction

9630 miles of national highways has
approved by the United States l

department of agriculture. Up to I
September 30. 1920. amoroval had been i.

g'ven for 855 projects, which form
links In one or the other of the 24
marked trails which have been laid
out by private associations to cross
the country from east to west and
north to south.

The mileage which will bo con-
structed with federal aid on each of
the several trails Is shown In the fol-
lowing table:

Name of highway 'MTIm.
Pixie highway . . . . MJ
Ozark trails .. I'l't
Tallowstone trail r. 4."5
Bankhead highway 03
Meridian highway ...-.-....- 677
National old trails
King of tralla 474
National parka hlgnway 047
Theodore Kooievelt International high-

way 415
Jefferson highway 004
Lincoln highway , 704
Old Spanish trail Mil
Mississippi valley highway ".14
Dixie overland highway 2r9
Jackson highway 161
Pacirie highway 1N.1
Rooaevelt national highway . . S14
Colorado to gulf L'3
Fikea Peak n . . 819
Atlantic highway 140
Miscellaneous u 4S3

Total . 0830

'Length federal aid approved projects.
The extent to which federal aid has

been applied to the trails varies in
the different states. Naturally, the
western states are using much more
of their federal apportionments in
developing roads of this character
than the eastern states. This Is due
to the fact that the routes in the
eastern states already had been lm- -
proved to a large extent before the
roads were selected by the pathfind-
ers. This was not true in the west,
where long stretches of the selected
roads were still in an unimproved
condition when they were designated.

Nevada leads In its use of federal
funds on roads of this character, j
Eighty-thre- e per cent of Its entire j
mileage of approved federalrald roads
lies on one or the other of the trails $

which cross the state. On these )
roads Nevada will spend 90 per cent J
of the federal money which has been f
granted to her. I

Indiana is a close second, with SO

per cent of Its entire federal aid
mileage and 83 per cent of Us money j

aid applied to the construction of
the trails; and Oklahoma, with 76 per
cent of its mileage and 81 per cent of
itg federal funds, is not far behind.

Florida takes the lead in the per
centage of its funds which will be
used for trail building, with 94 per
cent of Its federal allotments so ap
plied; but this amount will be spent
for only 56 per cent of the mileage
which has been approved in the state.

In addition to the above, the states
TMI.nf. Vanoaa ILfnnfnnn X ' ... I

Mexico. Utah and WiOfihinton Are I
each using 50 per cent or more of j

their federal money for the upbuild- - j

ng of the trails. !

AUTO COURSE FOR liilfJi
ECOXD SERIES OF LECTURES

OX DRIVING PLAXXED

j Meetings for Women Motorists to
Be Conducted by Local

Safety Council.

Are women drivers less careful and
more liable to suffer accidents than
menT The men drivers are unanimous
with one answer and the women feel
equally as certain on the other side.

Whatever the answer Is, the Port
land branch of the National Safety
council has decided that women driv
ers of the city henceforth will have
no alibis when It comes to automo-- ;
bile accidents. A course of lectures
upon automobile driving for the;
women of the city has been an- -,

nounced and all women drivers are
invited to attend. ,

The first lecture will occur Tues-- 1
day afternoon, March 15, at 3:30.
o'clock in room A, central library,!
and other lectures will follow one I

week apart at the same time of day!
and the same place. The entire course!
will comprise six lectures given at
Intervals of one week.

The opening lecture this week will-b- e

given by W. G. Monro, lubrication!
engineer for the Standard Oil com-- ?

pany, and the subject will be "The
Engine and Lubrication." Subjects of j

other lectures will be: "Rules of the-Roa-

Including State Law, City Or-- j
dinance and Accident Reports," "Au-- J
tomoblle Lights," "Hazards of thej
Street," "Brakes and Braking," "The
Principles of Safe Driving." i

It Is the purpose of the course. It)
has been announced by officers of,
the Portland branch of the National.:
Safety council, to instruct drivers,
concerning the mechanical construe- -

tion and operation of their cars, and.'
concerning the requirements which
experience has demonstrated are es- - J

sential to safe and efficient driving.?
The lectures will be free. f

This series has not been arranged
because It is believed that women
are responsible for a majority of
motor car accidents, but because a
considerable number of women drlv- -
ers have shown Interest in such aj
course and asked that it be provided. '
The safety council recently conducted ;

a general course of lectures on prln-'- 1

ciples of safe driving, which was well
attended, and following this course it
was announced that a second series"
for women would be provided if there
proved sufficient demand. A gen-
eral request upon the part of a con-- ,
slderable number of women for ths
course resulted In Its Being arranged.
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