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WHERE YOU ARE COMPELLED TO VOTE OR GO TO JAIL

An Interview With the Minister From Czecho-S lovakia, Who Tells How It Works and Dis-

BY WILLIAM ATHER
AS a great. fdndaments] thing|
H beon done in the first of those
republics In Eurepe (o
establish & g¢om wctioning |
by w its con-

governmantd,
stitution a requiremont
sory voting?

Doss this

for compul-

of

idea compulsory ex- |
erclse of the franchise mark an epotch
in the development of sell-govern-

ment? Will It sweep the world? Will |

Americans, for Iinstance, on be |
faced with the necessity of voling or
going to Jall? !

T are questlons that are |
brought to the fors when ons goes
e with Dr. Bedrich Stepanek,

minister from Cszecho-Blovakia, re-
cently arrived at Washington, ‘

We are pro zial in the United
States and bardly know what to ex-

pect when we go visliiling around the

repressntative nations other than
those of western Eurcpe with which |
we are far ar. 8o, wheén 1 j:."t-ll
sented myself at the Crecho-Zlovak |
legntion I felt that I was visiting a
foreizn land. To Pbe sure it was|

housed in A large American re

Just off the socially correcs d et
In Washington, The furnishings
wers American. There was

about it of beilng but a temporary

shode, for the legation Is socon to be

moved Into other quarters.

TON DU PUY. |

cusses the Question of Whether Compulsory Exercise of the Franchise Will Sweep the World

|

The firat foreign touch was g:\'(-n*
by the boy who apenad the door. |
He was a Czech, o Slav, o type. .-\'.-J
most the firsy Impression one gels |
of a Caech is his rectangularity. He
has a broad face, a face that Is al-
most square. There Is no aquilinity
to it It is quite flat. There is & | .
gEreat deal of \v\'in.::h‘nr'.d r*r"-mi:rl'- 1 lF‘:‘:g:u'l-_ I think It |s probably true | election day. It has not slways been
:‘.:v::hea:nnds'i:uii:.‘.—1.3-1.;._‘5:1?. ':""' | } It has more of‘.\meri;'a. in its! the Ignorant who have shown most
the appearance of slrength and 1r,-: 2 itution than of France. The one | tendency (0 Keep away from the
durance. They are larger ilfan the n which It departed funda-|polls. There have been muany well-
peoples of southern BEurape, As mlI y from the American method | educited and prosperous Individuals

halr, they are qguite blonde, but there
Is & darkness of the skin; an absecnce
of ruddiness that through l:ti

W

Euro

the peoples of western Ipe.

The boy who let me In d stim,
Hght halr. He spoke h with
little mccent, butl occasior trans- |
osed a word &8s wh he sald: “His
lce% ency will be Immediately down.
A sSquare secTelary camé 1hr-"u;:hj
with stiff, light bair and mustache,
Then the minister antered. |
Hls face was as gquare but his bady I

more slender and grace Though
but 236 years of age ha was \'vr)":
bald. He bore a box of clgarettes |
in and and a constitation of
Czec wakia in the ar. 1 had |
previously beon told that he was I'IA(-I
of the few Czechs who had been
thoroughly tralned In diplomacy un-
der the old regime. He had gone to |
the diplomatic schools of Austria- |

& SeTVice

Hungary anc had been in

before the war. He speuks 11 lat:-|
EUuagea |

“Crecho-Slovakin'" zald the min- r
ister, *“has done one or two new |
things In the establishment of =
government, It s a repull modeled |
chiefly on the

United States and|

king It possible to overthrow
Eovernmaent It is dons
France, We believad that the French
é‘.‘?pt-:\ul\'t nexs of governmant to pub-

¢ will was betier than the Ameridan

m.
“The

form

voie

novelity In our of
COUrEes, compulsory ba-
I ¢ Lthat when our elections were
held In Moy it was the first time In
history that any people had so cast
Ite ballot. A whole people, male and
female, went to the polls. Everybody
voted, The mew Ildea worked. We
had done a new thing under the sun.
“Cither of the formative nations of
n Europe are following our ex-
nmple. 1 am Informed that Jugo-
Slavia will unquestionably write com-
pulsory voting Into lts constitutlon.
Austria s dolng likewise. Much [nter-
est Is being shown !n the experiment
N
the United States. I
stantly over here of the
ompulsory voting."”
American,
thus opened
pen Through ¢ decades &
endeney hus been growing to disre-
gard the excrelse of the franchise on

is,
I

the

enslée

from

asked
results of

am can-

man out of

interesting

this
n

To the

the east

peot

in |

y sources, among which is| pulsory voting worke

|

who have refralned from votlng.
There has always been & very large

class that has assumed the attitude
of belng so superior that it would
not delgn to mix In the political
scramhble, Not more than a third of
the people vole as a usual thing.
Enfranchised women vote in even
smunller numbers. Compulsory vot-

ing over here would mean quite an
upsetting of old conditions.

*“I think,” the minlster was say-
ing, “that we have gone far toward
laying down the principles that the
vole i8 not a privilege to the citizen
of which he may avall himself or not
2g he sees fit. but a duty to his gov-
ernment which he Is obliged to por-
form I am ined to belisve that
this s & very lmportant prineiple of
goveroment to establish.”

“Just how is the principle of com-
out? I In-

quired.

“The penalty for fallure to vote Is
n fine of from 20 {o G000 ¢rowns or
from one day to one montih in prison.
Men and women over 21 vote unless
phyeleally, mentally or morally dis-
quaiified. Persons over 70 years may
he excused from casting their ballots

| FULL MOO

By Maxwell Struthers Burt

N

rol even Kt [ dyiag I
done the best 1 could for her
thought to movée her would be sure
death. At that time the n st doc-
tor was 150 miles away—"

1 licked his lips. “And. of

he sald

rendegast nodded head grave-
1y, "Exacltly!" he ag7 "There wis
that str of Garnett,
well They knew I
him and three months -y 3
know, we had rldden {nto-a ford Lo-
Eether t 1 and he didn't,
anid he d been drown so
pec—" 1, they took
from me, & die woudd |
not tell the y: and they tnok my
children away. They claimed that I
fled and skied straigh: through
the bitter cold lké n
all events, I didn't come back here
five years By that time they
forgotten. They do, In this part
the world®* He ghrugged his shoul-
ders as If infinltely weary en If
I had had excuses.” he sald, “what
would have been the use? 1
think it is only fair to you to
befoarehand wh Yo have golLten

0. His ey BECILME OPAGUE Ag

ymorrow,” he sald. w will leave

s and no harm will he done™

“Doeg your daughter know all this,
tooT" asked Stuart.

“Oniy the fact of her lineage 1
bhad to t&l her that. One must face
reality.™

Stuari stood up and stretched to Lthe
1imit of his lean helght “Would you

' he gaid

house

excuse ma for a moment?
th

rough the

room beyond. Tl

He went
into the dir
Was puiting
the tahle. He walked
and seiped her arms

about and lonked d

tled eyes. "Your [ather

talking to me.” he maid “He hnas
bean trying to hien me away. 1

love you—wonld you mind véry much
marrylng me at onc

She gave choking sob and
pressed her head down to hi= shoulder
and stroked it, as you would the head
a hgrt child. For a momant
in his arms utierly cantant, t
sha trigd te stru lo “Di
she =ald, brokénly. away!

B he

she

af

BEit
“Z0

OEE

It's

no usé! Even If you dan't carg who
I am, I cap’t go with you" S
raised g stricken tace. “Please!” =he
begged. “It was all right until you
came. You'll farget™

Stuart was overcome with the same
hopelesznexs that had overtaksn him
that afternoon on the road How

could he tell this gir! what har father
really was—more Lhapn she already
knew? How explain to her that he
wis a madman—posaibly a murderar?
His moment of indeclsion was an-

swered |n a totslly unexbected man-
ner Two hands, lean and sinewy,
encircling him, gently removed hia

arms from the girl's walst and turned
5iim about He loak#d into the blaz-
ing eyes of Prendegast,

For a moment the two men stared
at each other in silence, and then
Prendegast spoke, A veln in his tem-
ple sweiled. .

“] thought,” he said, “I had told
you enough. It would have been
enough for the ordinary man, but

you are a mora obstinate fool than
I bhad Imagined. You idiot! Can't
you understand? Do you think 1

5

came to & place like this to have my

lans upset by such as you? Listen!
i0d branded me when I was born,
through noe fault of mine, and he
Euve me, to thake my hell even worssg,
I poss, sensitive nperves and a
mind beyond the ordinary. Then I
was turned loose on & world that
would not have me. Bo I came here
d made a world of my own"—he
slured wide]y—"a world of my
own, do you understund! 1t's mine!
I walk here with my head up. Those
I do not like cannot come In; those
who refuse to abjde by my rules,
lcave. For yeurs I lived ln loneliness,

gurrounded only by the erestures you

kave seen, and whom 1 have trained
to my will, until at last thera comes
A& human bédng who s willing to be
the same Do you think 1 will give
her up? Margaret ¥ He turned
to the gir! and held aut his arms;

She hes ed and then came to him.

COver hér shoulder she said to Btuart,
“l cannot help t—— Understand! ©O
pleasal—e— T1Ind tand?”

Prendegast aged her and

iepped chre dingly toward Stuart
"Get out of b “ he sald. pointing
R long finger “Get your horses nnd
gol You'll find your révolver in the
hal le— " He #miled, baring his
teécth “"Unless you have cartridges
In your pack, you're disarmed. Thoras

In your gun or belt, I took
.” -
trled bc“-.-l‘i;rcd argument.

look here! I1I'm not a beggar;
Then a full realization of

ha had just heard swept over

anid  he, too, grew cold with

“I will get my ho " he

and I will camp Just outside

your pliice. Tomorrow 1 will come
back and discuss th's thing reson-

uhly, meanwhile I have an old packs
that came originally from Nev-

1 It T turn her lopse she'll go
Lack there stralght as an arrow and
take .hr' other horses with her. In
six hourg Novill will be here. So I'd
try noth mng out of the ordinary, Mr.
IProndegast. 1I'm not Garnett, and this
s considerably later thun 20 years
1 think your kingdom will have
ta be administered ratlonally.”

He walked quletly out of the
room, stopping In the hall for. his
empty revolver, The sun waas setting
be opened the barn door, and
not untlli an hour later that
packed hiz belongiogs and

nmare
i

agao.

when
it

he hind

was

was able tp start down the winding
road. ‘The ranch house showed no
signs of life as he passed It, but s=

Be came to the first darkness of the
trees someone called and the white
figure the girl ran to his side.
“Did you understand? she asked
breathlessly. .

“0. yes!”™ he answered indifferently.
‘I'll ba back tomorrow.”

“Go away!” she pleaded,

"Po ¥ou want me to? he peered
down at her,

She gave a Hitle tortured -gasp. "I
think 1 shall die!™ she saild, as 1f to
Lerself. She catight h's stirrup leath-
and shook it. “Father Is out of
the house—]1 don't know where. Go

of

er

awny! Don't maka him angryi™
He lesned over and released haer
Lold. '"I'lIl be back tomorrow,” he

sald quletly and rode on. He was
not surprised when, half way down
the shadowy wagon track, the soft

bullet sang through the
hoead. It was evident
that there had en no intention of
actualiy hitting him, otherwise =
heavier ouliber would have been used

He grinned sardonically In  the
dugk. “Warning!" he sald to himself.
"He's really a dangerous fool after
aill This g war!™

In the half-light of the approaching
night a mountain lion stepped Into
vlew down the road and on padded
feet disappeared into the treca on the
further side.

*TJane!" sald Stuart.

ping of a .
wir above h

He mide camp by a little stream
just beyond the line of Prendegast's
place. Then he fastened a hesdstall
gecturely (o Minnle's head and tled

paper on which he
Prendegast’s.
Trouble! Bad!

it a sheet of
had written: “Am at
Hurry and get here.
Bring  help! Stuart” He slapped
Minnle on the flank. *Get along!"
he sald. “Nevill wlll probably be In
bed, but somecone will pick you up
hefore tomorrow Is far gone. Don't
graze Ltoo mush.™

He vooked and ate h's suppar. When
ha had washed the dizhes ha carried
into the | In case
Prendegast was looking for him this
would puzzle him. After he had found
the place he wanted he set off west-
wiard, in the direction of the lake
The least hea could do would be to
watch the cabin all night; there was
no telling what a man of Prende-
gast's unstable equilibrium would do,
loved; besides,

Lo

8.

deep

even to a person he
Stuart refistted, thera might ba a

chanes for him to steal back his cart-
ridgea. The mopn came up, turning
the forest to a place of magic light
and darkness. Stuart kept to the
shadow of the trecs.

The ranch house, when he came to
It, seemed gunk In sleap—held In an
enchanted posl of silver and silence.
Stuart took off his boots and stepped
forward in his thick wool stockinga.
From the edge of the trees he watched
for a few minutes before he orossed
the meadow on noiseless feet and
crept yp along the porch to tha front
door, It way open. the moonlight
pstreaming Into the hall. Swathed in
the m'sty lumination, Prendegast,
stretched oul on a divan, slept, and
2t his feet slept Jane. Stuart's hegrt
stopped besting:; the hipod surged to
bis head; but & mompnt afterwards
he smiled—this was belter than he
had hoped; he waould at loast know
where Prondegast was—that fs= [f
he was actually asleep. He listened.
In the silence arogsa the regular
breahting of both the mun and the
beast. It should not be very diffi-
eult to find the place where Prende-
gast kept hls ecartridges. EStuart
stepped forward. A board cregked
and he froze into Immobllity. He
slowly focused his gaze in the diree-
tion of ths divan. Jane had lifted
ker herd and was staring at him with
eyex that gleamed like yellow coals.
Ho waited. every muscie tanse. Eha
sighed and put her head down again
batwacn her paws.

t took Stuari only a second Lo pass
the end of the divan and reach the
table beyond. He swapt ‘lts surface
at A glance There wera no eartridges
there. He siarted to opén the drawer.
A volce behind him, disinterested and
cool, said: *“Throw up your hands,
Stunrt! I'm golng to kill you!™ He

looked over his shouldsr and saw
']

of an Ameriean mayor,
organization plap recently launched
here. Sun 18 well known {n the Unlted
States and the Hawallan Islands and

In the warm darkness, heavy with
the s=ecent of horses an old hay,
Btuart barred the door and ran across
He lit 2 match. He

to the rear wall 3 ot im™ 1T

did not reslize, untii he did so, how | Rolds degrees from Columbla L”h

covered his sleeve and hand were with --Sil_v and ths University eof Cali-
fornla.

blopd. He [elt suddenly very faint;
and them he uttéred an exclamation
and strode over to a pile of sacking
In one corner. Lying upon it. watch-
ing him with wide eyes, her mouth
gagged with a sllk handkerchief and
her feet and hands tied, was the girL
The matech went out. Stuyart, with an
path, took out his knlfe and cut the
rope =nd undid the handkerchiefl.
“Can you stand up?’ he asked,

Sun also helds the position of A=
rector-generil of the conservancy
board of Kwangtung Province, of
which Canton {s the capital. He was
formerly secretary of the minintry of
foreizn affxirs for the constitutional-
ist government of sputhern China

Sun Fo Is wall known |[n San Fran-
cisco, having paesed an important
part in the organization of the young
lapds for the ald

lon
Y4

“Yes, I think s0." she answered | Chinese in fereign
faintly. ef the revolution in China Im 1911,
“We'll have to gel out of here,” he | which created the republic. He made

many fTriendz in the state whila at-
tending the Unlversity of Californla.
He wns one of the founders and a
president of the Young China Associa-
tion of North America, ons of the ac-
tive organizations supporting the re-
volution which overthrew the Mun.
cha monarchy.

continued. *"I've nlready lost all my
advantage.” He chuckled hysteri-
cally. “I was a damn fool" he said.
“I've no cartridges, and somahow 1
couldn't reallze until too late just
how dangerous your father is. Where
lg the back door?

Heor volée reached him small and

] killed and wounded. This may muke
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