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Weapons Used by Arabs 400 Years Ago and Modern

Firearms Find Place in Local Arsenal

BY DeWITT HARRY.

(Copyright, 1520.)
0 COUNTRY In the world's
|\| history had its development
g0 wrapped in use of fire-

the

From the
came to
their very

Ji

arms as the United & i
time the first settlers
America and found that
existence depended on thelr abllity
to hit the mark, a of marks-
men was founded that this date
have found no peer among the other
peoples of the world. Notl only was
it essential that our forefathers be
able to shoot accuratesly in order to
&ct their food, but they were forced
to defend themselves from Indians
and others, and as the development
ef the country progressed and the
migrating colonies took their way
over the face of the continent they
found it increasingly nececssary to
use firecarms. The rifle was the
reat forece in the conquering of the
wilderness, but behind every shot
wis the keen, accurate eys of the
fearless ploneer. We of the west
owe more to the rifle than those of
any other section of the country, for
after the Pilgrims had established
their colonies {n the eant It was the
fearless spirits from thers who came
to the Oregon country In =earch of
the ampire that lay in the setting sun

Not only is the history of the
United States wrapped up In the
development of the firearm, but that
of the world can be told in the same
manner, Edwin D. Whitney, presi-
dent of the Portiand Rifle club, can
show the development of nations by
means of a collection of firearms

race

1o

which he has spent nearly half a
century in gathering. The Whitney
arsenal comprises some 200 pleces,

some of them dating back four cen-
turies, others made bul last year
The story of nearly every war of the

Inst 200 years or more, of natlons
bent on aggression and of pooplas
fighting for presorvation. of the

wilderness conquered, of brave deeds
and bad, are all hidden In the cold,
bard but eloguent forma of the rifles
and pistols that Whitney owns.

Shelk's Favorite on Display.

Soma of the pleces Iin the Whitney
eollection are graceful and Ianocent
in appearance, others are ugly and

sinlater. Some of the pieces stand
out with more prominence than
others, but It Is difflcult to select

many favorites. One of the oldest
of the rifles i»8 an orpate, short-
stocked affair that was formerly the
property of some Arab, possibiy one

of the prowlers who preyed on the
caravans as they crossed the deserts.
Nearly all of us are famillar with the

accepted photographs of the Arab
horseman on his blooded steed, lean-
ing from the saddle and firing his
slender rifle at his pursuers. It,is
Just this gun that Whitney has, the
stock Is short so that the owner can
use It from the saddle, resting the
plivewood bult against the forearm.

Try the posgition yourself, or better
yet, get In touch with Whitney and
cultivite him for an opportunity to
visit and see the collection of fire-
arms. He s a mighty Interesting
fellow and crammed with information
about each article In his collection.

Rifles in the Whitney arsenal tell
the tale of the development of fire-
arms from the day of the ancient
Arablan plece, which was fired by
means of a slow fuse that ignited the
powder charge, to the day of the
modern automatic. Among the early
American guns iz a splendid example
of the old Kentucky rifle, a heavy
piece of tremendous length that was
one of the necessities for the early
American. While the Genmans and
others were developing the rifle for
years prior to the entry of Amerlca
into the game the changes that took
place In this country were by far the
most fmportant and revolutionary.
The first guns sent here came about
1683 and were short, heavy rifles
with a bore of about an Inch. Shoot-
Ing conditions were found vastly dif-
terent here from those in Europe and
the settlers began the develppment
of an arm that sulted thelr purpose.
In Europe the rifle had been used
mostly for war and now it was to
be used in peace. Here it was of
great importance that the markeman
not lose any shols and that he be
able to handle his weapon rapidly and
not have too cumbersome a load to
CASTY

Kentucky Hifle Appears.

This caused the manufacture of the
smali-bore rifle, sometimes calfd a
péa gun. It was thils type of rifle
that was used by Davy Crockett,
Daniel Boone and other fearless ad-
venturers, frontlersmen and scouts,
und It is a simile of this first gun
that Whitney has. In ths matter of
rifles he has fully half a hundred,
all of them teeming with interest. In
revolutionary rifles of the typs used
by the Minutemen in their famed
stand when they fired only as they
“saw the whites of their eyes,” Whit-
ney has his only shortage, though he
has the pistols used at that period

and the gun that the invading hire-
ling Hesslans employed.

There are, though, many examples
of rifles used durlng the civil war.

|

for it was found that it wis during
times when peoples fought each other
Itha.[ most of the inventive minds
turned to the development of fire-|
arms and that it was durilng wars
that the groatest strides were made.
It was about thlz time that the

breech loader was first Invented and
the old cap and ball syetem aban-
doned. A fine Spencér carbine of the
first magazine type, In which the re-
serveé ammunition was kept in a tube
in the butt, Is in the collection. as

well s a British Snider, mede in
1860 and the ploncer of the breech
loaders. There (s also a freak rifle

that, with fixed bayonet, has a length
over all of more than six feet. This
freak arm, used during the civil war,
when it was necessary for the men
to take what they could get, Is &
tape-lock and also could be fired by
means of a reel of caps in a little
magazine, in somewhat similar style
to the repeating cap pistol the boys
have today.
Naotlon Bows to Hifle,

In the Franco-Prussian war the
Germans owed a Ereat deal of thelr
success to the needle gun which they
employed, dolng away with the eap
and ball and fuse systems of lgnition.
This arm was ignited by friction gen-
erated as the rough needle passed
through the base of the cartridge
One of the real freaks and essentially
a home product s an Oregon shot-
gun made by some old pioneer In this
state from a section of piping that
la' well set on a suitable stock and
fitted for cap and ball,

It was way back In the '70s that
Whitney started his hobby when his
grandfather gave him the handsome
set of duelling plstols that are shown
with this article. These pistols at
this time had been in the Whitney
famlily for.over & century, kept for
use when necessary In Lthe defense of
the Whitney honor. Just a glance
at them Is enough to awaken specu-
lation as to thelir possible use in the
past. Though Whitney wiil not tell
of any specific Instances of duels in
which these pistols figured, one can
conjure up A realistie fdea of the two
gentlemen, accompanied by their sec-
onds, arriving: at the field of honor.
Ona of the seconds carries under his
arm the mahogany case with the
pistols &nd as the principals divest
themselves of thelr buter garments
the scconds take the pieces from the

case, place in the chamber the powder
charge, over this they put a wadding
of newspaper and then ram down
the lead bullet. All of their deliber-
ations are carried out with the nicest
regnrd for the properties sand they

are punctilious In thelr exchange of
remarks. Finishing with the loading,
the seconds exchange plstols and

approaching, measure off the ground
and then teli their principals of the
rules thot have been agresd on In
the background there i ths dooctor.
ready to render first aid in view of
the certainty of one of the marksmen
belng =uccessful, and the two prin-
cipals, firm in their antagonism, ap-
proach, stand back to back and at an
agreed slgnal begin deliberately pac-
ing 20 steps, and at reaching that
distance, pause, then whirl about, on
a gignal, take deliberate aim and fire.

Dueling Has Advoeate,

At the sound of the report one of
the pistols whirls through the air,
knocked from the hand of the doelist
by a clever shot. but—here tha story

must cease, for there !s ne slgn or
any scar on elther of the pistols
that will confirm thls-story, so we

)

mugt be guided by Whitney's version

that he was one of the few actual
users of the wenpons when he took
ona of them out and brought =a
squirrel down from a lofty tree with
a2 slngle shat The pistols are mar-
vels of balance and might be a joy
to use and one late admirer was a
firm advocate of & return to duel-

ng, saying that too many men today
neglected their honor and were care-
of eiking ill of their n-lﬂa-
ol that WAS a wrong
idea that a verbal dual satisfied the
offended parties

That the Unitea States has not

legs
thera

bors,

lost

gight of the value of having a caps-
ble reserve of man In the cpuntry
skiil in the handling of firearms

Is well demonstrated by the National
associntion, of which the Port-
Sellwood Rifle clubs are
members. The repeating rifle and
many of the greatest advancements
in the history of firearms came from
thls country, and for years the
marksmen of America have been able
to master the best shots of the world.
Yet there has been o woeful neglect
of the training of the modern citizen
to handls & rifle g0 as to bring re-

Rifle

land and

wore in thelr sashes,

[ pocket revolver with folding trigger.

varied

A—Jdwin D. Whitney inspecting his treasures, B—Pistols of

barrels: (1) Seventy-flve years ago this double-barceled pistol wan just the

(2) Ia 1837 came the revolving pocket arm srith six barrels, (3) Will-

thing.

lam W. Marston made this triple-barreled gun during the civil war, (4) In
1559 the four-harreled Sharpe’'s gum was the latest. CO—Unigque plstois:
(1) Bronze pistol made in Japnan a decade agoe. (2) French bronze wweapon

{3y Naval boarding pistol similar to those pliraies
Some gun, Made by Merwin &
(%) Latest high-cliann

with queer cuinnon muzzle.
{4) For the pocket,
Hulbert in 1875 and fires 4d-callber rifle ammunition,
platel. (6) The smallest gun, n
(T) "My ¥Friend,” seven-shot

French automatie target “haby" ZZ-cvallber

revilver

(8) Chased Belglan bronze pin-fire pistol,

and “knuckle-duster” combined.

very old and rare. D—Rifles dating from 400 years to today: (1) Marble
game getter, folding shotgun, rifle and pistol. (2} Spencer earbine of the
{3y British Snider rifle, single-shot,

elvil war period, used by Uniom army.
breech-londer, the ploneer of that type, U. S army
of elvil war perlod. (7) German needle-gun, the arm that won the Franco-
Prussan war. (5) Heavy, nccurnte Kentueky rifle, similar to that used by
Daniel Boone and Davy Crockett. (9) Oregon sholgun, vimiagn
anknown., E—A noted duelling set, slghted (o 2t holr and ready for use, F—
A trio of renl notables: (1) Derringer of the same type that killed Presldent
Abraham Lincoln, (2) The gun that made Ameriea famous, the noted fron-
tler Colls, 45-caliber and slogle action, The gunmen “fanned” the trigger
with their left hand. (3) “Protector,” jnvention of a Chicago man, of which

but some 3500 were made, innocent and ls easily

%) cap-nnd-hall rifie

homemade

fires seven shots, looks

hidden.

sults, tog shoot to hit the mark in|te tiny o od . "

time of n about [ie } i
The government is now furnishing | they cor fram overs tion of :

rifles and ammiunition and even | world {rom L S

ranges for the clubs in an effort to | While by no means a 13 aa o

hold her place as the foremost nation | the m tab |

of riflemen in the world It is even | ; " ar
| possible, by belonging to one of the | t; at Wa arried

local clubs, to gel the best kind of  hardy men who llved ¢t hard 1ife
n rifle from Uncle SBam -t ¢ with | of the west and pla ct i
a revo also if noce the | of thelr dovs "t
pecompanying ammunits much | yeurs aco T usuL

legs than [t costs to manufacturc. | caliber, was ‘ { TeoanerT
All these induceme are made for | and generally delivored the goods Ir
the purpose of getting men to take | f " i g
up rifle shooting so that there will | that e
be m stiitable reserve of well trair " tir wa
gharpshooters in case of need Ten A% orlE

wal] trained rifie experts with plenty

of ammunition are much more valu- | of the Colt pu

able than ten times their number | his gun. cocking it us It came from

who mre unskilled when It comes to | the holster with the Hmb

a matter of repelling an enemy and | right hand, fired t flrat § from

defending thelr country. | the nip and then continued firlng
Historienl Weapons Displayed, tAnt as he could e tr nmer

back with his h the

In the Whitney collection are a| time th : I

great number of pistols of deslgns| with h

altogether strange to the ordinar In the rifle en -

| dividual. Some of them are marvels| jlar to that used it

of mechanical ingenuity and things| e Roosevelt In Wi b gam

of beauty. Others.are crude and not | ing trips, and In the pi Aol
vary prepossessing, their value I¥ing |jg o tiny Derringer of 1he same type
malnly In thelr rarity. From huge ags the gun @ %ax used In killlng
weapons destined to mangle and kili|——5; TR 7T N S




