
HARDING'S ATTITUDE

IS VITAL TO FREE

Everybody Waiting to See

. What Policy Will Be.

FORECAST DECLARED' HARD

Repeated Appeals Sent' Ambassador
Jusserand to Get "Inside In-

formation' on Situation.

Br LINCOLN EYRE.
(Copyright by the New York World. Pub

lished bv Arrangement.)
PARIS. Keb. 12. (Special Cable.)
Anxiety over the attitude that will

b assumed toward the allies and
particularly toward France by the
Harding administration is weighing
heavily on the French official circles
these days. It is generally recog-
nized that upon Mr. Harding's for
eign policy will depend, to a critical
degree, the recovery of the French
nation from the "agonies of war"
and nobody in Paris has the slightest
idea what, even in Its broadest out
lines, that policy will be.

Repeated appeals have been cabled
to Ambassador Jusserand by the
French foreign office requesting him
to seek "inside information" of the
possible attitude as to the Versailles
treaty and its numerous financial and
political concomitants, including al
lied indebtedness to the United States.
Hitherto Ambassador Jusserand has
been able to give his government
only the most vague report based
on little more than rumor, concern.
ing President-elec- t Harding's views
on these matters.

Forecast Considered Hard.
"There has never been an incoming

administration whose international
policy was harder to forecast," a high
official of the foreign ministry told
me despairingly the other day.

I learned, however, that although
France has virtually abandoned hope
of getting a correct and comprehen
sive idea before March 4 of what
Mr. Harding means to do. Premier
Briand is resolved that the president.
elect shall be fully advised of the
French government's aspirations a
regards American collaboration in
the domain of restoring peace and
prosperity. Premier Briand is now
searching for the best means of
bringing the views-o- France offi
cially to Mr. Hardtngs knowledge.

Obviously this cannot be done
through Ambassador Jusserand for it
would be a violation of diplomatic
etiquette for an ambassador, ac-

credited to the present Americas
administration, to establish official
contact with Us successor at this
time. The same objection applies to
any existing medium of communica-
tion between the two governments.
such as. for instance, the reparations
committee.

Sending Envoy Considered.
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McDowell said had come with
detectives to evict from houses

the Coal
company at Matewan several
and their families. the evic-
tions were in progress McDowell re-
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Testerman, mayor, and Sid Hatfield,
chief police, by
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Father Is Arrested.
CBNTRALIA, Wash--. Feb. 12.

(Special.) On the complaint of Miss
Z. May Meighen, county superintend-
ent W. E. Shortridge. of this city,
was arrested Thursday on a charge
of keeping his son out of school.
His hearing has been set for Febru
ary It. Shortridge said the boy had
been expelled rrom scnooi.

In Spain the people write on an
average fewer than ten letters each
a year. .

Have fine young baby boy for adop
tion. Apply H 408. Oreprontan. Adv.
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Seiberling-Luca- s Music Co.

Home of Kimball Pianos

125 Fourth St, Near Washington
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WARSHIPS 1DHY
TOP WORLD'S BEST

Uncle Sam Not to Be Outdone
by Any Natron.

PROGRAMME IS OUTLINED

Immense Size and Greater Speed
Xow Demanded Cruiser ighly

Developed by Britain.

1921

BT CHARLES MESSER STOW.
BOSTON, Mass., Feb. 12. (Special.)
Pending settlement of the

whether or not the world dis-
arm, a quest'on which seems more
or less continuously to be awaiting
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a decision, there are building In
various shipyards of the United States
six battleships designed to be larger
and more powerful than any other
vessel, of that class In the world.
six battle cruisers of even greater
displacement and capable of a speed
of 33.5 knots, and ten scoyt'eruisers
with a speed of 35 knots.

All these, and many other craft of
various design also under construe
tion, totaling 156 In number, are in
furtherance of the policy laid down
by the secretary of the navy in his
report in 1917 when he referred to
the programme for naval expansion
as one big enough to assure America
"incomparably the strongest navy in
the world." This will come about in
1923, when these new ships are
completed.

Life sf Vessels Unknown.
How long these monster vessels

now building will remain at the top
of their respective classes no man
can say. Professor Hovgaard, pro
fessor of naval and construe
tion at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, and during tne war

fnE 13,

design

valued member of the staff of the
bureau of construction of the United
States navy department, has just
published the results of 20 years'
study in "modern history of war
ships" and In this he ventures no
prediction.

"Perhaps within a few years," he
says, "warships may be of different
design, new types of machinery may
be in use, .and the nature of the
armament and protection may not
be what it Is now. We can, therefore,
only indicate, for each type of ship,
its actual standing and the lino of
progress as it appears today, and
even such limited prognostication is
admittedly uncertain, because the
data on which it is based may not in
all cases be quite reliable and
complete."

The six battle cruisers now In
process of construction, and which
will put the United States in the
lead of any other navy, are a logical
development of increasing displace-
ment and speed. The type was most
highly developed In the battle cruiser
Hood, the British warship built in
1918 as one of three or four of the
type, but which was the only one to
be completed. This type of vessel
was forecast by Professor Hovgaard
In 190S in a paper entitled "The
Cruiser" which he read before the
Society of Naval Architects and
Marine Engineers in New York. At
that time he summarized the tactical
and strategical duties which large
cruisers would have to perform as
follows:

(a) Rapid concentrations and en
veloping movements during fleet ac-
tions. Pursuit of a retreating enemy.

I

(b) Reconnaissance In force.
(c) Independent expeditions.
d) Support and assistance of

smaller cruisers.
All these duties, he pointed out,

required for their satisfactory per--1

formance a speed at least 20 per cent .

higher than that of the battleships.
and in general also a larger supply!
n s i mi.- - . . : i J . . . .
ui lutri. me menial uulics u iicci
action he considered as most im-
portant, requiring therefore an arma-
ment and protection which would
enable the large cruisers to meet
battleships on equal terms, that is
to say, guns of the same calibre,
though not necessarily as numerous,
and armor of nearly the same thick-
ness. Such vessels, possessing all the
qualities of battleships, and a con-
siderably increased engine power in
addition, would necessarily be of
larger displacement than ordinary
battleships, but by refinements in con
struction and the use of oil fuel, it
was believed that the size might be
kept within reasonable limits.

The type thus conceived was an-
ticipated in the Italian ship Vittorio
Emanuele, huilt in 1904, which though
intended as a battleship, had all the
characteristics of a battle cruiser, as
compared with battleships of that

I date. It was of 12,600 tons, had a
speed of 22 knots and combining
high speed with good protection and
effective armament, might be con-
sidered a forerunner of the battle-cruis- er

class. The qualities that
characterize battle cruisers. Professor
Hovgaard points out, can of course
be stated only in terms of those of
contemporaneous battleships, which
vary from year to year. The vessels
which at any given time fulfull the
requirements of battle cruisers may
a few years hence fall short of them.

Monster Battery Carried.
About the same time the British

navy adopted the principle of th
battle cruiser, and the first units
the new type were the Indomitable,
the Invincible and the Inflexible, laid
down in 1906 and 107. Each had
displacement of 17,250 tons and
speed of 26.5 knots. Successive in
creases -- In displacement and speed
brought this type to Its flowering
n the Hood, which has a displace

ment of 41,500 tons, a length of 860
feet and a speed of 31.25 knots. This
monster carries a battery of eigh
15-in- guns and 16 5.5-in- guns and
develops 144,000 horsepower.

Germany fell in line In 1909 with
the Von der Tann, 19,100 tons, 28
knots. Japan in the war with Russia
had learned the necessity for speed
and her first vessels of this type were
the Kurama and Ibuki, a modifica
tion of the Vittorio Emanuele, built
in 1907 with a displacement of 14.600
tons and a speed of 22 knots. Russia s
battle cruisers, of the Navarln class,
were of 32.200 tons displacement, and
have a speed of.27 knots.

Six Vessels Authorized.
It was not until 1916 that the United

States decided on battle cruisers as
a desirable addition to the navy. At
that time the naval programme
authorized by congress included six
of this type, the Constitution, . Con-

stellation. Saratoga, Lexington and
Ranger, and another not yet named.
These are the vessels which will put
the United States navy ahead of any
other in. this respect. They are of
34.800 tons displacement, have a speed
of 35 knots, a length of 850 feet and
a beam of 90 feet. The armament
consists of ten guns in four
turrets, 18 five-inc- h guns, four three-inc- h

anti-aircra- ft guns and eight 21- -
inch torpedo tubes, four above and
four below the water line. Equipment
is provided for carrying and launch
Ine hydro-airplane- s. The machinery
is to develop 180,000 horsepower dis
tributed on four units on the electric
drive system.

Professor Hovgaard In the conclu
sions he draws from the development
of fighting craft up to the present
comments on the fact that the evolu
tion of battleships has exhibited a
persistent and universal tendency
towards- - an increase in size, caused
by the ever growing demands for im-
provements in the nautical and mili-
tary qualities, and he believes that
larger ships possess advantages,
nautical, technical, military and eco-
nomic, which make them distinctively
superior to smaller vessels. That these
conclusions are sound is evidenced by
the programme in which the United
States is engaged, or that part of it
which contemplates the completing
of the six battleships now under con
struction which are to be bigger and
more powerful than any others of
their class.

Tea Battleships Provided.
The programme authorized by con

gress in 1916 provided for ten battle
ships besides the six battle cruisers
already described. Of these ten, four
have been completed the coioraao,
Maryland, Washington and West
Virginia. These have a displacement
of 32,600 tons and a speed of 21 knots.
Their primary battery consists of
eight guns. The remaining
six have been named the South
Dakota, Iowa. Indiana, North Caro
lina. Montana and Massachusetts.
Thev will have a displacement of 43,- -
200 tons, a length of 660 feet, a speed
of 23 knots and will develop 60,000
horsepower. Their battery will con
sist of 12 16-in- and 16 six-inc- h

truns and each will have two zi-in-

submerged torpedo tubes. These ships
are to be completed m isjj.

The ten scout cruisers are remark
able for their size and .speed, con-
sidering the class. They will have
a displacement of 710 tons, a length
of 550 feet, a speed of 35 knots and
a battery of eight six-inc- h guns, and
two 21-in- submerged torpedo tubes
They will develop 90,000 horsepower.

February Rain 10.7 Inches.
ASTORIA. Or.. Feb. 12. (Special.)

February thus far has kept well In
line with- the other months of the
present winter in the matter of rain.
The records in. the local weather ob-

server's office Bhow that the rainfall
during the first 11 days of the month
was 10.7 Inches.

Bend Students to Debate.
BEND. Or., Fef). 12. (Special.)

By obtaining a unanimous vote of the
udges in their debate nere and one

vote from the Judges at PrinevlUe,
the Bend high school qualified last
night for the second round in the
state debating contest.

Phone your want ads to the Ore- -
gonian. Main 7070, Automatic 560-9- 5.

Did You See FriedlanderV
Diamond Windows Last Week?
They were the talk of the town!
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Will Be Continued Tomorrow . II

I 1 1 1 I 1 fc. "aV I F 1

J hi --J I Wilen. r,i;m; I

k. 310-31- 2 Washington Street
Between Fifth and Sixth

i

CLAIMS REACH

TOTAL OF BILLIONS

$212,700,000 Already Asked
of Federal Government.

LITIGATION RECORD SET

Attorney-Gener- al Says Suits
Collect From United States

Are Increasing.

WASHINGTON, D. C. Feb. 12. Mil-

lions of dollars and promises of bil-

lions are represented In the great
tide of lawsuits which Is begin-
ning to pour into the United States
court of claims as one of the results
of the world war. The court was ex-
pressly created to determine legal
controversies between private citizens
and the government.

The attorney-gener- al says the
amount of war claims Is enormous
and that indications are the influx
of cases has only begun. Actions
upon claims involving approximately
S124.000.000 have already been filed.
The ultimate aggregate of claims, it
is estimated, will reach between two
and three billions of dollars. The
personnel of the department of justice
having charge of the defense of these
actions has been doubled to enable it
to cope with the flood of new litiga-
tion.

Claims Total Billions.
These war claims are brought into

the court by plaintiffs havlngclaims
against all departments of the gov
ernment. The war department has
claims involving approximately 85,
000,000,000. The bureau of internal
revenue now has pending claims for
refunds and rebates aggregating
$650,000,000, The shipping board has
cancellations of contracts Involving
more than 1850,000,000. Claims for
patent Infringement-ar- e estimated by
tne attorney-gener- al at S100.000.000.
The railroad administration has dif
ferences with the railroads amount
ing to approximately $750,000,000.

There are also claims proportion
ately large in amount arising from
the housing corporation, the war risk
bureau and the food and fuel adminis-
trations, and it is known that there
is a large amount of other claims
of miscellaneous character which
have not yet been filed.

In preparation for the disposition
of this new business the court of
claims has so cleared its dockets thatnot only pending euits, but "actions
based upon these war claims are re-
ceiving immediate attention, and allcases are disposed of as rapidly as
tney are presented. One of the first
and most important cases, affecting
claims estimated at $100,000,000, was
begun on May 6. 1920. Judgment was
rendered June 28, 1920. and an appeal
was argued in the United States supreme court on January 7.

"The volume of Important adiudi
cations in the court of claims durine
the past fiscal year," says the attor

"if equaled, has cer
tainly never been exceeded. Since th
original act or February 24. 1855.
providing a forum in which citizens
of the United States might have
their claims against the government
adjudicated, the duties of the court
of claims have steadily Increased
under legislation enacted from time
to time enlarging Its scope, until to
day it is recognized that its imnor.
tance is not exceeded by any other
tribunal.

Every conceivable issue between
tne citizens and their sovereign
founded upon contract, express or im
plied, is presented to that court and,
n addition, under the act

of March 2, 1919, agreements entered
into during the war of an Informal
nature may be brought to the court of
claims ror award of fair and just
compensation. The small percentage
of the decisions of the court of claims
reversed by the supreme court of the
United States testifies to the charac-
ter of the decisions rendered."

Among the claims already filed in
the court are $60,000,000 for shipping,
$20,000,000 for railroad requisition,
$26,000,000 for patent infringement,
$2,200,000 for aircraft engines andguns, $2,000,000 for transportation of
troops and supplies, and $2,500,000 in
suits commenced by the packing

Rail Business Gains. '

BEND, Or., Feb. 12. (Special.)
Railroad business In central Oregon
is showing a marked gain over that
of laet month, according to J. C.
Wright, freight and pasenger agent
for the Oregon Trunk and the O.--

R. & N. here.

Legion Smoker Success.
CENTRALIA, Wash.. Feb. 12.

(Special.) Several hundred fans last
night attended a smoker at the audi
torium of
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Dance
If you do not'dance, you
are missing one of life's
greatest beneficial pleas-
ures. It the mind's and
body's best tonic. Learn
now.

.' Under the direct personal
- supervision Montrose M.

Ringler, president of the Ore-
gon Association of Dancing
Teachers, assisted by a corps .
of eight assistants. New --

classes are formed every Mon- -
day and Thursday,evenings in

X. the-iar- ge ballroom of Cotillion
Hall, - 14th and Washington
streets, and instruction in

. latest dance 6teps given in a
u- most competent manner.

Three hours' instruction and
social dancing 8 P. M. to 11

. P. M. to orchestra music. Form
a class of your own among your

: friends and come or form a
class in your own home; we will
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PLAYING NOW!
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Direction o"Jensen and Von Herbert
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A Attraction

Adapted From "The Profligate"
By Arthur Wing Pinero

A smashing story of man and
woman of life as it is, stripped of
the cloak of secrecy. A startling
revelation of what every woman
wants to know about the man she
loves what men will lie about to
their wives and know in their
hearts to be true.

From the lips a life-scarr- woman: "The truth
about husbands is that they have all sinned. But a
wife be broad enough to understand and forgive."
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Grant Hodge post, American Legion.
There were six bouts and a battle
royal. All of the participants were
members of local post. The main
event, a four-roun- d go between
Chester Riddell and Monte Label,
lightweights, was on a par with
many professional bouts that have
been witnessed here.

Moorish society knows no class dis
tinctions, except that a man is rich
or poor, official or non-offici-

under the auspices the saintly or ordinary,

is

of

tj

Sir

of

must

the

for Pleasure
and Health

provide Instructor.
Special Bates for February Only

Eight class lessons: Men, $4; Ladies, $2
TICKETS G00I ANY TIME , -

Ringler's Dancing Academy
MONTROSE M. RINGLER, Mgr.

President Oregon Association of Dancing Teachers
Studio Cotillion Hall, 14th Off Washington. Bdwy. 3380

First National

PLAYING NOW!
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CECIL
TEAGUE
at the Wurlilzer and in Con-

cert Today at 1 :30 P. M.

PROGRAMME

American Patrol.. .Meacham
At Dawninp ...Cadman
"Going Up," Selection...

Hirsch
Faust Gounod
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