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brief season of grand
PORTLAND'S open tomorrow night

at auditorium, when
th San Carlo Grand Opera company
will present Donizetti's tuneful opera,
"Lucia dl Lam me rmoor," with Queena
Mario, coloratura soprano, for the
past two seasons a favorite with
Portland music lovers, cast as Lucia
and Pilade Sinagra as Sir Edgar.

The company comes this year. It is
promised, with mora elaborate seen
ery, finer costumes, larger and better
crchestra and chorus. Besides the
regular stars, two gnest artists of
International fame Anna Fitziu and
Alice Gentle, botn of the Metropolitan
forces have been secured to take
leading roles in four of the operas.
Miss Kitziu will be heard In the role
of Cho Cho San in "Madame Butter-
fly" and as Thais in Massenet's opers
by that name. Miss Gentle will be
beard in the leading soprano roles in
"Carmen" and "Tosca,"

Tuesday night "Madame Butterfly"
will be given; Wednesday matinee,
"Martha," with Queena Mario in the
title role: Wednesday night, "Car-men- ."

with Miss Gentle; Thursday
night "Thais"! Friday night, "Faust,"
with Miss Mario; Saturday matinee,
"rosea," and closing night la "II
Trovatore."

'

ArrnTORnna cojtcert, j p. m.

An unusually Interesting
will be presented it J P.M.

today at the public auditorium,
when John Claire Montieth, baritonek
and Mrs. Blanche Williams Sarger-ste- n.

soprano, will he feature eoloista.
Lucien E. Becker will be organist. Mr.
Montieth will sins: five numbers, two
with piano accompaniment and three

pipe accompaniment. His compositions by composers
' Fpeclal number will be the "Toreador

Song." Mrs. Sergersten will sing four
numbers with piano and. organ ac-

companiment, her feature song being
Aria "I Will Extol Thee."

The proeranime:
Organ: "Chorale" jh1 "Gothic Toc-eut- a"

(Bo!llman: "Berceuse" from
"Joeelyn" (5odard; variation? on the
tuns "America" (Tesse. Mr. Becker;
"Tho Lost Chord" (Sullivan) ;Arla, "It
Is EnoUKh" (Elijah)" Mendelssohn
Mr. Monteith; "The Robin Woman's
Srng" from "Phanwisf (Cadman):
"Fairy Talcs" (Wolff): "A iiinnaay
(Cor wen): Mrs. Sergers-ten- Gavotte
SorgeanfYe OMen Tym" (Martlrk1);
"The Fountain" (Matthews); aria.
"I will extol thee!" Costa; Mrs. n:

"Puna" (Mcnill): "The
Harefoot Trail" (Wiggers); "The
Toreador Song" (Biznt): Mr. Mon-telt- h.

M'ss Ida Cook, ac-

companist; "Marche Funebre" (Cho-
pin); "Scherzo-Fanfare- " (Loret).
"Star Spangled Banner."

ORPHEUS CONCERT TUESDAY.

The Orpbus Male Chorus. Inc.. W1U-ta- m

Mansell Wilder director, will give
the first concert of the 11th season
at Pythian hall. West Tark and Yam-
hill streets. 8:15 P. M. Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 15, with Vivian Strong Hart,
co'orature soprano, of Seattle, and
will present the following programme:

"Trust Her Not" (Parks). "Honey
Town" (Parks), "The Warning"
(Mozart , aria, "Shadow Song" from
--Dlnorah" (Meyerbeer). Vivian
Strong Hart; "O. Warrior Bold'
(West). "Carry Me Back to Old Vir
ginia" (James Bland), "The Spirit
Flower" (Campbell - Tipton). "One
Summer Night" (Griee). by Vivian
Strong Hart: "Brave Heart, Sleep On
(Parks), In memory of the boys who
sleep under the poppies In no man's
laud: "Old Farmer Slow" (Adam
Geibel); "The Rose Enslaves the
Nightingale" (Rimsky-Korsako- ff ),

Song." "Shanewls" (Cadman),
by Vivian Strong Hart; "Water Lilies
Gavotte" (Carl Linders), "Good-by- e,

Sweet Day. Good-by- e" (Kate Vannah).

HOFMAN PLAYS WEDNESDAY.
Josef Hofmann. piano star, who

plays in recital at the Heillg theater,
Wednesday night, direction of Steers
& Coman, can well boast that Anton
Rubinstein, that giant among the
world's pianists, was his (Josef s)

only other teacher, besides
his father. With Rubinstein he
studied two years, shortly before
Rubinstein's death, and he has the
noble distinction of being the only
private 6tudent ever accepted by the
great master. The tender affection
existing between the two was nearly
that of father and son, and the deep
impression and strong influence of
close association with Rubinstein
have often been remarked in Mr. Hof-man-

character and playing.
"Such piano playing as was heard

yesterday afternoon in Carnegie Hall
is something which might occur once
in a half dozen seasons, and when it
does occur it leaves a remembrance
never to be forgotten." Such was the
verdict of H. E. Krehbiel music critic
of the New York Tribune, given to
Mr. Hofmann. Mr. Hofmann excels
?n the extraordinary possession and
command of each and every musical
end artistic virtue; his piano tech-riq- ue

is colossal, and his interpreta-
tions ring with eloquence and poerty.

MISS WOLFE'S RECITAL FEB. 15.

The MacDowell club will meet at 3

P. M. Tuesday a the Multnomah hotel
auditorium, and Miss Phyllis Wolfe,
lyric soprano, and Mrs. Eulah Mit-
chell Carroll, pianist and accompan-
ist, will present the programme.

Wolfe has had unusual traio- -
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TWO PORTLAND MUSICAL
PEOPLE active: IS lift.

REST AFFAIRS.
Dr. Emil Enna announces a

series of concerts featuring
music by American composers,
to take place In the near future
in various towns in Oregon.

WiUiam Mansell Wilder, di-

rector of the Orpheus Male Cho-
rus, I no, will present that cho-
rus in concert. Pythian hall.
West Park and Yamhill streets,

P. M. Tuesday.

lng in voice culture, having studied
In Boston with William L. Whitney
at the New England conservatory, and
later In Italy with Vannuccinl in
Florence, and Teresa Ankel and
Guarino, famous coaches In Milan.
Miss Wolfe has had the advantage of
study with Leon Renay, the prom-
inent French coach of New York City,
and possesses an enviable repertoire
of early and modern French songs.
Miss Wolfe gave freely of her talent
to war work, singing for soldiers
and sailors in and around New York,
and she toured with the Foch-Lyo-

naval band in the interest of liberty
loan drives.

Mrs. Eulah Mitchell Carroll, pianist
and accompanist, who made her ini-
tial concert appearance in Portland
last December-an- was cordially re-
ceived, will be at the piano for Miss
Wolfe's accompaniments.

COWPOSERS DrVWFR FEB. 54.

The Society of Oregon Composers
has Issued invitations to a musical
dinner to take place at the Benson
hotel February 14. A programme of

with organ Oregon

with May

"Amy's

Kiss

for orchestra, quartet, strings, piano
and vocal solos has been arranged
and it is expected that composers
from the various portions of the state
will be present. Reservations must
be made in advance wilb Dr. Emil
Enna, at 610 Bush and Lane building.

The committee In charge: Mrs.
Katherlne Glenn Kerry, Mrs. Ralph
C. Walker, Miss Annabel! Wagstaft
Mrs. Amelie Amacher, Mrs. Sarah A
Blackman, Mrs. Lena W. Chambers,
Miss Evelyn Calbraith. Mrs. Eva
Hammer Hull. Mrs. Norine W. Harris,
Mrs. Katherine L. Johnson. Miss
Jessie L. Lewis, Miss Constance Mat-tlngl-

Miss Jesn MrKercher, Mrs.
Adel Anderson Wood, Daniel H. Wil
son, E. O. Spltzner, Chrtstlan Fool,
Lucien E. Becker, Charles Swenson,
Alexander Hull. George D. Ingram
and Dr. Z. M. Parvln.

ITMPHOVY POP FEBRUARY- - 19,

The third popular concert of the
Portland symphony orchestra will
take place st the public auditorium.
3 P. M Sunday. February 27. The
programme will include a "fantasle'
In themes from the "Hansel and Gre--
tel" never before played in programme
in Portland. The special request num-
bers. Delibes' "Piszacato" f rom "Syl
via" and Strauss' "Bine Danube
Walts'" also will be played. The re-

mainder of the programme will In
clude favorites. Tick
ets for this concert now are on sale
at Shorman, Clay St Co. s.

ASTORIA DAT CONCERT MARCH .

The names of the Lark In Singing
society of Astoria. Or., that will sing
in concert Sunday afternoon, March
6. in the public auditorium. Astoria
day, of music are: A. B. Thorsnes,
president; Adolf Hauke, secretary;
T. P. Haller, director; M. J. Berg, A.
Rasmussen. H. B. Rasmussen, Herman
Pedersen, Gust Peterson, T. P. Neste,
Robert Rasmussen, Eillf Forness, Ole
Berg, Magnus Pedersen, Emil Ander-
son, Emil Knutsen, J. O. Sandven,
Paul Hauke, R. Johnson, Roy Ness,
Axel Bernhoff, Alfred Hauke, A G.
Backlund, E. B. Hauke, Emil Inder-gar-d,

J. N. Jorgenson. Arne Olson,
Anton Kvlstad. Carl Kvlstad and
E. B. Roth. The concert is under
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13,

the direction of Mrs. Rose Coursen
Reed, who will present the Astoria
Treble Clef club, and Mrs. Myrtle

and Mrs. Maude Ross- -
Sardam, on this occasion.
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PARLOW CONCERT MARCH .
Miss Kathleen Parlow, violinist, ap

pears In concert. Heillg theater.
March t. and the event win be the
third concert of the Elwyn artist
series for 1920-2- 1.

Five years have passed since
America has had the pleasure of hear-
ing Kathleen Parlow, and when she
made her Aeolian hall debut last Jan-nar- y,

New York music lovers crowded
the hall for the event. She was
greeted with enthusiastic applause
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AltfERICAlV MUSIC FEATURED.
A splendidly rendered

of musio was
Oregon city unaer tne of the
P. L. Congregational church
by Enna. Otto
Wedemeyer, G,
Montgomery, These numbers

presented:
Pin no, end Dance"

(Artnur vnitm): (Lncfen E.
"Toca-tta- (Arthur Foote) ;

DOecK);
(Huerta); "Indian Morning.
ana Nig-nt,- "Ktud Concert'

Em!l Enna); vocal,
(Arthur Foote);
(Frank L. and (Brune
Huhn). :

Venetian Lore Sons" "A
In Bud" and "The
Blue water- - (Cadman).
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MUSIC BRIEFS.
Lonls Graverne, the Belgian-En- g'

kiiH.nn. r . r .
a-- mo 0i present concert tour in Europe.

at
O. at
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occasions

played

Yueh-ch't- n

The Pittsburg, Pa, male chorus
and the Apollo club recently combined

concert that city, with John
Hand, tenor, soloist.

Mischa Elman. the star violinist.
recently sailed east.
has been engaged play for five
consecutive recitals week
the Imperial theater, Toklo, Japan.

Emmy Destinn, New York Metro
politan opera soprano, has canceled
her concert engagements sing
California, and plans sail soon for
Europe.

Erno Dohnanyi, the eminent
ropean composer-pianis- t, who plans

arrive this country Tuesday, has
been booked many important
certs, among them appearances with
the Boston, National and Cincinnati

February Mrs. Mabel Will- - symphony orchestras.
lama, pianisi; miss Clare COaKiey. SO- - j.iik..i ...
yrano, and Alexander HulL baritone. w..fj
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Iar assembly at Hill Military academy.
The vocal numbers were sung by Otto
Wedemeyer and included I'm Wear
ing Awa'" ((Foote); "Let Miss Lindy
Pass (Rogers); "Tnvictus" (Huhn);
Oregon, My Oregon" (Murtagh)

Miss Gertrude Lakefish played a

law.
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Little Bliss Geraldine Peteraon.
reader and violinist, will take
part In moMieale, Portland
Woman's dob building: fnad
benefit, Tueaday afternoon.

iv

group of jiiano solos and both solo-
ists were enthusiastically applauded
by the cadets. Dr. Emil Enna ar-
ranged the programme and was ac-
companist for Mr. Wedemeyer.

Madame Alda, the New York Metro-
politan opera prima donna soprano,
has decided that she will not visit
Australia, her native land, at pres-
ent.

.
At a recent meeting of Lavender

club No. 2 Mary Stevens Mastin, to
the enjoyment of all present, played
several piano solos. She is studying
piano with Roy Marlon Wheeler.

Frits Kreisler, the violin star,
played lately in concert in Columbus,
O, to an audience of 4000 people, and
many were turned away tor lacK
seating capacity. The concert is de
scribed as being a big success..

It is again stated that unless
financial support is received to offset
the deficits in this season s concerts.
that the St. Louis Symphony orcnes
tra may be forced to disband before
the close of the season.

Mrs. N. J. Campbell, who is Port
land correspondent for Musical Amer
ica. New York, has been ill at the
Portland surgical hospital for tlie past
two weeks but is improving, uuiin
the illness of her mother Miss Irene
Campbell has been handling the work.

Webber's string orchestra will give
the concert at the Men's Resort. 8

P. M. Saturday, and will be directed
by H. C. Webber. Owing to the sue
cess of Mr. Webber's juvenile con
cert last month. Mr. Webber decide
to give another concert with his
string orchestra at the resort.

Mrs. Clifford Moore, specialist In
harmony fundamental work for chil
dren and even older musicians, an
nounces a class recital of her funda,
mental music training school 8 P. M.
February 21. Mrs. Moore was the
first instructor to do music class
work in Portland. Starting ten years
ago with ten students, Mrs. Moore
school now has 150 students.

e
Miss Nina Dressel, contralto of the

First Congregational church choir, is
one of the advance students to h
presented by Mrs. Rose Coursen-Ree- d

at her complimentary students con
cert, to take place March 29 at the
publlcuditorium. One of Miss Dres
scl's numbers will be "Oh Don Fa
tale," aria from "Don Carlos." Miss
Dressel has a full mellow contralto
of extensive range, which the rendi
tlon of this aria will show to good
advantage.

Little Miss Anita Kempe Is a piano
student with Mrs. J. Harvey Johnson
and shows marked talent and ability
in piano work. She was presented in
piano recital by Mrs. Johnson Febru
ary 5. and soon showed creditable
progress in piano performance after
13 months instruction. Miss Kempe
played solos from memory from
the works of Kragmann, Maklejs,
Grant-Schaefe- r, Schytte, Reinbold and
one Bpecial solo, "For Elsie (Bee
thoven). Miss Kempe was assisted
by Master Allan Balda. boy soprano,
who charmed the audience by his
singing of about half a dozen solos.

"The organ will now play." an
nounced the lord mayor of Liverpool
England, at a big function many
years ago in the Liverpool city hall,
of Which the late W. T. Best was
organist. The latter, who was pres-
ent, remained seated, and the lord
mayor again, made the announcement,
with the same result. An official
was sent to where Mr. Best was sit-
ting and informed him of the lord
mayor's announcement. "Let it play,1
was Mr. Best's terse reply. On being
informed of this, the lord mayor took
the hint and, on rising for the third
time, said: "Our distinguished fel
low citixen, Mr. W. T. Best, will now
give uu a selection on the organ
Needless to say the selection was
ably given.

An American conductor. Weston
Gales of New York, gave Paris her
first solid Wagnerian programme of
overtures recently when he was ac
corded the honor of directing the
Lamoureux orchestra, says a dispatch
from that city. Paris now seems to
accept German music without pro
test, although within a month squads
of police guarded the government
supported opera, when "Die Walkure,'
the first Wagnerian production sun?
there binae the war, was rendered.
Mr. Gales fonnded and conducted for
four years tho Detroit, Mich., sym
phony orchestra. His Paris pro
gramme comprised the "Rienxl,
"Flying Dutchman" and "Tannhau- -
scr" overtures and the preludes from
Lochengrin." "Parsifal," "Tristan

and Isoldu" and "The Melstereinger."

It' Is evident that Marguerite
D' Alvarez is gaining a popularity hi
New York equal to that which the
famous Peruvian contralto has in
England. There -- he has a record of
12 capacity audiences !u Queen's hall,
which seats 2S00, in a single season,
and that during the period of war
depression. She has already given
two recitals in New York this .season
and will sing a third soon. In March
she will be soloist with the SchoJa
Cantorum, Kurt Schindler, conductor,
in a programme of Spanish music.
Later In the same month she will
appear twice in the spring festival
of the Oratorio society of New York,
Walter Damrosch. conductor, in per-
formances of Bach's "St. Matthew
Passion" and the Verdi "Requiem,"
supported by a chorus of 800 and the
New York Symphony orchestra aug-
mented to 120.

Fred L. Boynton, tenor, a student
with Miss Minnetta Magers, eang at
the luncheon given by the Buslnees
Women's Advertslng club, Tyrolean
room, Benson hotel, last Friday noon,
and his solos were "To a Hilltop Fair"
(Cox) and "A Little Bit o" Honey"
(Carrie Jacobs Bond). Mr. Boynton
has a lovely, powerful, robust flnor
voice which he uses with much skill.
He recently gave a programme at the
Girls' Polytechnic school, which was
so much enjoyed that he was re-
quested to give a second programme.
Mr. Boynton studied a year with
Miss Magers, Salem, and then he was
transferred in work to San Fran
cisco, where he studied singing for
two years. Then he entered army
service, and sang first tenor in
male quartet at Camp .Grant, and
when the music revue presented the
comic opera. "Chimes of Normandy,
Mr. Boynton was chosen to sing the
leading tenor part.

The musical and literary activities
of the following students of the
Valair Conservatoire de Musique et
Art Dramatique recently were as
follows: Martha Batterson, dramatic
reader, was presented at the conser-
vatory February 5. Miss Batterson
gave a fine rendition of "The Spanish
Gypsy" (Eyot) portraying the various
moods and feelings with intensity
and depth. Itrycs Gardner, an ad-

vanced piano student, assisted Miss
Batterson by playing "To a Wild
Rose" (MacDowell) and "Scarf
Dance" (Chaminade) with ease and
beauty of tone. A large audience was
present and received these two stu-
dents cordially. Fay Buchanan was
the soprano soloist February 4 at
the Church of Latter Day Saints,
Montavilla, where the general yearly
conference was being held. Her
songs were "The Jewel Song" from
"Faust." "When Spring Comes Laugh-
ing" (Scott). "Where My Caravan
Has Rested" (Lohr) and "Love
Planted a Rose" (Cox). Margaret
Louise Jones appeared in a short
programme of songs for the Wood-
stock school benefit to raise funds
tot the gymnasium class, Gaxolya
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RIGHT BREATHING DECLARED
MOST IMPORTANT TO SINGER

Beautiful Voice Said in Danger of Being Marred by Faulty Breath Con-

trol Hard Work Essential to Success 17 Proper Age to Begin.

MADAME NELLIE MELBA, K. B. E.
HAVE received as many as a hun-
dred and twenty-fiv- e letters in a
single day from students of sing

ing who sought my help. In one day
also, 30 or, 40 more have begged for
a hearing; and I found that some
of these could not even tell one note
from another. Now, In my view,
mediocrity is best discouraged. It can
only hamper or obscure real talent,
overcrowding the singing profession
and disappointing, or even irritating.
the musical public upon whose pat
ronage the highest art must ulti-
mately depend.

Therefore. I shan speak quite
plainly, confident that the student
with a fine voice, as well as the true
temperament and determination will
profit by my none too rosy words.
There is no royal road to success in
singing. I rate correct breathing be
fore even a beautiful voice, for this
can be marred by faulty breath con-

trol. Phrasing, true resonance and
expression all these depend upon res
piration. Here we have one of the
old Italian secrets, which so many
singers of our day have never found.

Louis Pasteur s motto II faut trav- -
alller" we must work should be
that of every ambitious artiste. "Hast
en slowly applies supremely tn the
delicate and complex art of dramatic
singing. And when all the obstacles
I name have been vanquished and the
stage Is reached, it is then that the
most important study may be said
to begin. For life and art are the
greatest of teachers.

Fight Declared Neresaary.
One of the luckiest and most tal

ented women who ever lived Madame
la Pompadour couldi review her ca-

reer and declare that, "ma vio est un
combat" "it has been one long fight."
Perhaps It is better so. "One must
ravail and turmoil, as Byron re

Hutchlns and Bessie Atkinson were
he draraatio readers for the organ

benefit of the Divine Science church.
East Twenty-fift- h and Clay. Miss
Hutchlns read "The Heart of Old
Hickory" (Drumgool) and Bessie
Atkinson gave a clever Interpretation
of --The Party" (Dunbar). Both
girls were cordially received and
recalled for encores.

The Monday Musical club gave an
elaborate tea and musical at the home

f Mrs. Herman A. Heppner. honorary
president of tho club, last Monday.
Mrs. J. L. Stafford was in charge of
the social arrangements for the af-

fair. Assisting Mrs. Heppner in re-

ceiving were Mrs. J. Thomas Leonard
nd Mrs. A. R. Martlngly: Mrs. V. w.

Madame Valair
Formerly of

Paris. France.

PAUL PETRI, Tenor

marked, "otherwise there ls no ex
Istence." So if I seem to strew the
climber's path with thorns I am quite
sure she will surmount them, glory
lng in the struggle as she goes.

Cbnsider my own case. I quote it
with no vanity at all, but only to
illustrate my meaning. The gift of
song was certainly mine. I was born
with a natural and absolute breath
control. Consequently as a child of
seven I was as far advanced as more
mature students are after years of
study and practice.

At my school In East Melbourne
the girls would gather round me and
say, "Nellie, do make that funny noise
in your throat!" My trill amused
them. Yet for all that. I had every-
thing to learn. Even after my public
debut in Brussels, as Gilda in "Rigo-letto- "

my trench was very bad
though I studied the part of Lakme
under the composer himself.

The opera directors came one day
to that famous master and expressed
grave doubts about mo. Ought 1 to
sinjr in Lakme at all? The answer
of Delibes was very decided, "yu'elle
chante en chinols." he cried, pouud-ln- r

the table with his fist "mais
qu'olle chante mon opera!" ("Let her
sing in Chinese if she likes, as long
as she stngs my work.")

Hard Study Recounted.
The moral of thitt is that a voice

alone Is not enough. I had forthwith
to begin French seriously, and In
Brussels I put in six hours a day at
it under Mile. Tordeus. I hope vocal
aspirants may be cheered by the tale
of my own early struggles. Remem-
ber, 1 lived at the other end of the
globe, as far as possible from the
best musical traditions and atmos-
phere. At the age of 20 I was a
wife and mother; and my first con-

cert appearanoe was calculated to
damp all ardour and ambition.

Alone I hired a small hall, and then
went about wiling tickets tn my

Yooney and Mrs. Fred A. Kribs
poured, asislsUd by Mrs. J. E. Bon-brig-

Mrs. A. B. llolderman, Mrs.
Huehsnti. Mrs. R. W. Jatnioil, Mrs.
W. R. Robinson and Mrs. B. B. Ban-

ning. Mrs. Wm. H. Braeger arranged
an enjoyable programme, featuring
three young soloists: Piano solo,
"Spring" (Cranston Hoag); vocal,
"Melisande in the Woods" (Goets),
"Twive la n Rose" (Santa Souci). "On
the Shore" (Neidltnger) Cranston'
IToag; violin, "Mediation" (Thais);
"Serenado" (Gabriel Plerne), Miss
Willetha Rltter; vocal, "Pale Yellow
Rose" (Montague F. Phillips)
"Rachem" (Mana'zucca), "I Dreamt"
(F. Schira), "Love Like a Dawn Came
Stealing" (Cadman), Miss Henrietta

Conohidcd on. Page T.)
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Valair Conservatoire de
Musique et Art Dramatique

MADAME LUCIE VALAIR, Director of the
TAXAIR CONSERVATOIRE DK MUSIQUK BT ART

DKAMATHIUE,
Announces the Addition to Her Staff of Iastrnetors

Kathleen Kla-Wah-N- a, Harpiste
Pupil of Marcel Tournier, Conservatoire Nationale of Paris.
Lessons on Both the Large Harp and the Small Irish Harp.

Other Branrbeat
Voice. Plana, Violin, Cello, Dramatic Art, French.

334 Tenth Street. Main 7308.

LILLIAlf JEFFREYS PETRI. Pianist

13 Tilford Bldg. 407 Morrlaon St.
Host Advanced and Highly Specialized Instruction in

VOICE, PIANO. ALCH1N HARMONY and EAR-TH- NINO

SCHOOL OF DRAMA AND EXPRESSION
MARIE B. VAN VEIOB. The Art and Science of Extrmporftoroui Speaking.
Stfrtf Platform. Moving Picture, .Dramatic Reading. Kspecial attention given to

acquiring a vocabulary.
Bash, a Imc Building. Broadway nd --aides. iftUUi SUD.

friends people who had beard me
sing in the choir, either at the Pres"
byterian church or that of bu Fran-
cis in Melbourne. But my parents
were distressed at the whole affair.
My father went round to all the
ticket holders and asked them as
family favor to stay away. And this
they did.

On the great night I faced aa audi
ence of just two persons, yet I sane;
my whole programme through pre
cisely as though the place were
packed with enthusiasts. In the same
spirit I met and overcame every sub
sequent damper. Indeed, obstacles
had a peculiar whet and spur for my
nature a fortunate trait for any
artist, especially one wbo adopts a
musical career.

Now let me begin with the girl
who has an exceptional voice aa well
as a capacity for hard and careful
work, together with the strength of
character that will not take "no"
from an unkind fate on the upward
road. Nothing should be done by the
student until she Is past 17. Even a
limited study before that age may
binder development, or do injury.

Competent Teachers Few.
Among my daily letters are re-

quests for a hearing from girls of 15
or 18. But. however promising, al-

ways tell these they are too young-Others- ,

again, have had their voices
marred or even ruined by ignorant
methods or improper tuition. Compe-
tent teachers are extraordinarily
few, and I fancy this accounts for
the dearth of competent singers.

Apparently any quack can set up
as a "professor" and trick a publio
which ls all too easily deceived. I
feel strongly on this subject, havintr
seen the havoo wrought in this way
in many nations. It ls well for the
student to begin early an physiology
and languages, as well as on a gen-
eral knowledge of music, Including
the piano, counterpoint and harmony.
Supremely necessary is an accurate
knowledge of the marvelous neuro-mechani- cal

apparatus which produces
the singing voice. I would even ad-

vise the student to get some throat
specialist to show the vocal cords;
the sight would be very impressive
and Interesting.

It was on these true physiological
lines that the old masters taught,
showing the pupil clearly how to
filar 11 tunor, or spin the voice as
subtly and finely as the spider does
the silky web It draws from its own
body. A painter may know little of
optics, but the voice-produc- should
be as intimately acquainted with the
anatomy of the larynx as the engineer
ls with his engine or the architect
with the nature and values of his
working material.

Voice Declared Basis.
Unless the structure of the laryirm

be understood, the "attack" or ap-

plication of the air blast to the vocal
strands will not be as perfect as it
might otherwise be. Let me insist
again that a lovely voice is no more
than the basic accessory of a great
career. Nature may be prodigal in
the elementary gift, but no student
can expect to become a singer of re-

nown by mere Inspiration. II faut
travalller! (We must work!)

Right methods of breathing, the
"attack" and the use of the registers
must all be carefully mastered. The
successful singer should also be ac-

quainted with the structure of those
parts above the voice box, as well as
with the need for a
cheat-expansi- In the production of
tone.

It Is in these and kindred matters
that students too young to be allowed
free use of the voice should be assid
uously instructed. On all grounds
good breathing should be taught t
the young and adolescent when the
body Is most capable of development.
Exercises that strengthen the dia-
phragm have a special value, since
this Is the main factor of inspiration.

Expiration Is lfss easily controlled
and calls for more careful practice,
since faulty or hurried breathing
mars the accurate vibration of the
vocal strands. I advise nervous sing-
ers to take a few deep breaths before
going on the stage or concert plat-
form. Moreover, the novice would
do well to avoid numbers which have
rather exacting opening bars.

Here let me tell the publio how
telepathli'ally sensitive even singers
of great fame are to Indifference and
apathy, when these are manifest In
an audience. Heedlessness, or a
slighting lack of appreciation run .ip
alt the color from the loveliest voice,
and all the necessary elan from a
passionate Interpretation. I have
known the foremost elnger myself
IncMidedi to fall Immeasurably below
their best before an unresponsive
audience.

(This Is th first of three articles
by Madam Melba. The second, to be
printed next Sunday, will deal with
"The Need for Study Abroad. )
(Copyright, il2 1, by the Metropolftea
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