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WHAT 13 THE MATTER WITH THE
JURY SYSTEM?

Rejection by the lower loose at
Falem of the woman juror bill ha
precipitated discussion of the rela-
me menis, ana demerits, or men
and women as Jurors, but a more
serious need is light on the Jury
system In general. There Is so much
complaint about It that It Is not
altogether clear why we retain it,
though protestlngly. Practically

very man certainly every litigant
who has believed he had a Just
cause at some time In his life has
vowed that If he ever had a chance
he would vote to abolish Juries,
though he has not always been clear
as to what he would put In their
stead; and criminal cases are con-
stantly occurring to remind us how
far short of perfection we still fall
In our conduct of human affairs.

The method of choice of juries Is
a Xavorite subject of attack. A novel
viewpoint Is suggested, however, by
a Seattle lawyer, .Griswold Bryce.
who writes In the Seattle

and who thinks that the
restrictions with which jurors are
sprrounded after having been chosen
are unfavorable to obtaining best
results considering the material at
ho-nd- Assuming that one has read
ni'ws accounts of a matter coming
up for determination, and that he
1ms formed some degree of opinion,
he Is not necessarily, as is well
known, disqualified, but In practice
It. is apt to amount to that. Mr.
Bryce thinks that "generally the
litigant who holds off for a Jury
14, knowingly wrong, or seeks de-
lay." Desperate cases, he adds, "are
sought to be brought on the law
side whenever possible." It follows,
of course, that resort Is had to per-
emptory challenge to the full extent
possible, other subterfuges failing;
the result despite desire of the judge
to' obtain Jurors of high standing is
likely to be a jury weak in spots at
least.

It does not follow that men who
do not read voraciously lack capacity
for dealing with affairs, but it is apt
to be true that they are men whose
employment is unfavorable to read
Jfig. Excluding ignoramuses, the
talesmen who have not read some-
thing about a well known case are
apt to be employed long hours in
otrtdoor, muscular work. Mr. Bryce
describes a typical jury of this kind.
Five were farmers, one a retired
farmer, three were blacksmiths or
mechanics, one a horse trader, one
a grocer and one a former railroad
man. Their Intelligence is not in
qoestion, though it is conceded that
they were untrained in solution of
complicated problems. But they
wyre accustomed to healthful food
served regularly, and to going early
to bed, and to living outdoors, and
they were confined long hours in a
stiiffy courtroom listening to testi-
mony concerning the mental
capacity and motives of a maker of
a" disputed will, and thoughtful ob-

servers were not surprised that they
were unable to resolve the tangle.
The conditions into which they were
thrust were not conducive to clear
thinking.

A. New York physician's investi-
gation of the reactions of a Juror
throughout a trial is cited. On the
first day he was impressed with the
magnitude of the case and with the
sadness of the prisoner. He did not
sleep well that night because four
men were locked in one room in
which the air was bad and two of the
men snored. On the second day he
earnestly tried to remember what
the witnesses said, but by night he
fas very weary and went to bed

early, where he was disturbed by
other jurors. fOn the third day his
head ached: on the fourth he was
shocked and his personal interest
disturbed by conflicting testimony
for the opposite side, and on the
fifth he gave up all effort to under-
stand what was being said. Other
jurors, betrayed by nervous strain,
became querulous and quarreled on
litigious and political topics. "Fool-ijf- h

stories were told and card-playi-

and personal boasting filled the
evening." All were disgusted and
lpnged for the end to come. On the
sixth day the lawyers' arguments
and the Judge's charge seemed in-

expressibly dull and wearisome. This
JJiror's own interest had died out:
"he could not understand why so
much was said that was contradic-
tory and why the judge should not
tell them the real facts of the case."
The customary "scrap" among men
ordinarily good neighbors but by
that timo beside themselves with
frazzled nerves concluded the case.

Herein are exhibited defects of
administration which it will be con-
tended are capable of correction:
and perhaps it is more Important
that they should be corrected than
that women should be made eligible,
or otherwise, for jury duty. It would
seem that the problem of supplying
oxygen to jurors would be simple,
though it is not so easy to overcome
the psychological factor that makes
otherwise normal individuals hate
one another when Incompatibles are
forced into too intimate association
and deprived of the infinite com-

forts of privacy. This too might
be corrected if jurors were more

idely trusted, but here a funda-
mental issue is involved, too deli-
cate in some of its aspects to war-
rant' easy-goin- g dogmatism. How-
ever:

No law or Chang of method will rem
Ay ths fatal dofoot of Loo system as ap

plied to an ordinary civil caao. , '

No law can Invest any individual or set
of individuals with capacities that they
do sot already possess, either by gift or
acquirement. Men may have the clearest
Ideas concerning simple, natural Justice
without memory sufficient to retain a
complicated set of facts In mind or per-
ceive their aggregate significance.

The question raised here is apart
from the relative capacities of, men
and women to remember evidence,
to sift and assort it and to see it as
a whole. It would be at least un--,

gallant, after pointing out the many
shortcomings of males as jurors, to
assume that women would not give
as good an account of themselves.
Too many miscarriages of Justice
through the instrumentality of male
Juries crowd In on one's memory to
justify hasty conclusion that It
would have been worse, or might
not have been better. If women had
served in these instances. However,
the faults of the jury system are
probably not due to sex and it may
be that the Oregon solons were sub-
consciously impressed with the Idea
that doubling troubles Is not an ef
fective way of getting rid of them.
We still labor to achieve the perfect
state, and make some progress here
and there, and it may be that Jury
service, which now confers small
distinction and which fs quite uni-
versally shunned by men otherwise
imbued with sense of civic duty, win
yet be made so honorable and so
agreeable that even the newly en
franchised sex will count it as a
high privilege. Yet so little has been
sccomplished In proportion to all
that has been said that we begin to
have our doubts.

BCTIXO TWO BRIDGES.
Representative Gordon's bill giv

ing control of the Interstate bridge
to the Governor In order to collect
what Multnomah county owes the
state out of the bridge tolls may be
better understood from a brief re-
cital of history.

The interstate bridge was bnflt
under authority of a law passed in
1913 which permitted Issuance of
county bonds, the interest of which
should be paid by the state by the
round-abo- ut method of deducting th
annua bond interest charge from the
taxes due the state from the county.
It was provided that in consideration
of this payment of Interest by the
state the bridge should become the
property of the state and be under
control of the public service com
mission.

In 1915 the legislature enacted
law which conveyed to Multnomah
county all of its interest and title in
the interstate bridge In consideration
of which 75 per cent of the net
profits from tolls should be paid to
the state until the state was reim
bursed for the Interest it paid on th
bonds. It was required that this
money should be paid the state at
the end of each year.

In 1919 another law was passed
which authorized the county to ere
ate its own fund out of bridge toll
for payment of Interest on the bonds
and other bridge outlays, and abol
ished the practice of state payment
of bond interest.

The Gordon bill therefore alms at
an Indebtedness Incurred by the
county to the state prior to the time
the law of 1919 went Into effect It
amounts to about $152,000. The
consideration for which the state
conveyed its title in the bridge to
Multnomah county has not been ful
filled. The money was collected by
the county from tolls but was not
remitted to the state. Part of this
money m o n e y not Multnorrtah
county's but the state's has been
diverted to the county hospital fund.

It was an uiiusual form of con-
tract entered Into by the state with
Multnomah county and there is no
reversion clause In the law of 1915
but probably the state has authority
summarily to take back per
manent title to the bridge for non-
compliance with contract provision
But that would not be a disconcert
ing procedure. It does not matter
much to those who are paying for
the bridge the users whether title
is vested in county or state. If bridge
funds are conserved and the day of
the free bridge is advanced. And It
does not make any difference to the
taxpayers of the county if they are
assured that the tolls will continue to
pay off bond principal and interest.

Probably there would be a vast
saving if control of the bridge were
permanently placed under the high
way commission, which maintains a
highly efficient bridge engineering
department. It is common knowl-
edge among bridge engineers that a
steel bridge, properly cared for, has
no life limit. It is permanent. Yet
profits from tolls are now being set
aside for reconstruction purposes.
Observation of neglect of other steel
bridges under county management
indicates that if county management
continues the reconstruction fund
will be needed. In effect, the users
of the bridges are, under present
plans, to pay for two bridges, when
under the care and supervision of
experienced bridge engineers it would
be necessary to pay for but one.

GERMANY FIFTY TEARS UNITED.

It seems paradoxical, but Presi-
dent Ebert of the German republic
called on the German people to cele-
brate on January 18 the fiftieth an-
niversary of the proclamation of the
German empire at Versailles i.n 1871.
To adherents of the monarchy such
a celebration could only bring pain-
ful memory of how the mighty em-
pire has fallen, while those who wel-
comed its downfall could find no
cause for joy In its birth. But Ger-
many has so little to celebrate tha,t
it grasps at any occasion.

Mr. Ebert evaded the delicate
points which might arouse dissen-
sion between monarchist and repub-
lican by ignoring the foundation of
the empire and by referring only to
the fact that fifty years ago "the
German tribes became united into
one state-tod- y. tie rejoiced that
"we hold fast together" and he
looked "with sorrow toward our
German compatriots, who against
their will have been separated from
the lands of their kindred, and
toward sorely tried Austria, who
longingly stretches out her arms to
us. as we to her," and he said: "We
must be determined to maintain our
domestic unity."

When Germany after centuries of
division became united in 1871, it
had the sincere congratulations of
all nations, for then, as now, national
unity was the goal toward which all
nations strained that did not already
enjoy It If Germany had been con-
tent with that, all might yet have
been well with it. The empire was
well on the way to commercial su-
premacy, for Britain was complacent
and indolent, the United States had
just entered the field and no other
nation was in the running when
Germany made the bid for world- -
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dominion. Imperial ambition brought
it to its downfall.

There were motives of policy for
Mr. Ebert's action, for Germany is
not as united as it seems. Dismem-
berment of Prussia is being consid-
ered by a committee of the reich--
stag, and several great states, such I "us? cars rauroaas must nave
as Bavaria, Saxony and Hanover are capital and to secure capital they
chafing at the tie which binds them,
But the contrast between the glory
amid which national union was. ef
fected and the humiliation which
now covers the nation will hardly
increase their love of the federal
system."

TIIE

THE LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION.
In the efforts of still hyphenated

Americans in a number of states to
obtain repeal of laws passed during
the war to prohibit Instruction In
any language other than English in
the lower grades, there is a ten-
dency to overlook the distinction be-

tween exclusion of language study
as such and a ban on the use of a
foreign language as the "language of
instruction" in the school.

Without doubt English is the lan-
guage of the people of the United
States. It would be as allowable to
conduct court proceedings, or exer-
cise any other public function. In an
alien tongue as to permit school
teachers to employ it to the ex
clusion of the language of the coun-
try. It is a surprising fact that any-
one should seek permission to do
this, and it shows that "foreign col
onies" have not yet ceased to exist
In the heart of the country. States
like Wisconsin, Indiana and Ohio,
where the issue has been raised, are
predominatingly American, but it is
apparent that they have work to do
to bring the figure up to 100 per
cent.

This Job of Americanizing the
who live In the country is greater

than it would be if politicians In
years past had not formed the habit
of pandering to voters grouped ac
cording to nationality. There were
reasons why the elders, too old to
acquire a new tongue, should want
to hear addresses in their own lan-
guage, but no sound excuse for per
mitting them to withhold knowledge
of English from their children. The
American-bor- n who do not speak
and write English are a reproach
to the educational system which
permits this condition. The number
is computed by a recent writer
on Americanization as amazingly
large. In a single school district in
a middle western state, where the
language question was an exceed
ingly live issue, fewer than half of
the youths were found to use the
language of their adopted country in
every-da- y business conversation.

It happens because we have re-

cently been at war with Germany
that Germans are chiefly thought
of in this connection. They are not,
however, the only offenders. The
southwest has its Spanish-Americ- an

communities, and New England Is
beginning to face a new problem
in connection with newly settled
French-Canadi- an communities. It
is not unreasonable to demand that
regardless of the language of their
parents the children shall be ex
pected to conform .to the country's
language requirements, it is a nec
essary measure of national defense
by citizen-makin- g, and it Is wholly
apart from the cultural value of
study of foreign languages.

rsrNO A REMEDY THAT FAILED.
Being properly horrified by reve

lations of profiteering by dealers In
bituminous coal during the shortage
of 1920, Senator Edge and other
members of the senate committee on
reconstruction and production pro-

pose a drastic plan of government
control of coal as a public utility,
even to the point of government
ownership. Before the senate goes
far with their remedy, it would do
well to study the letter of George
Otis Smith, director of the Geologi
cal Survey, to the committee, in
which he analyzes the shortage, its
causes and effects.

He shows that the shortage began
with depletion of the stock of coal
during the miners' strike of 1919,
but that its principal causes were
the long continued delay of railroad
traffic by the storms of February,
1920, and the outlaw railroad strike
which began in April and the effects
of which continued for ten weeks.
The quantity of coal available for
the general consumer is limited to
the excess over the quantity sold
under time contracts and, when the
Interstate Commerce commission de-

clared an emergency and gave coal
priority for shipment on railroads
simultaneously with a great increase
in export demand, buyers who de-

pended on spot coal took alarm, bid
against each other and speculators
flocked into the businers. Air.
Smith says that "the high prices
were inherent In the situation" and
that "no Individual could hope by
bstaining from accepting the prices

offered him by the consumers to
materially check the upward move-
ment of price." He shows the bent
of federal officials in general to
remedy economic ills by having the
government take charge of the in- -

ustry concerned, lor ne says.
"Were the production and distribution of

oal regarded a- a public utility, like the
.iirnnri, it would be within the accepted

Tnn..r nf the nubile to control prices.
in my opinion it Is only by methods of

analogous to tne proclamation ox martial
law that the rise In coal prices in times of
scarcity can be prevented.

Yet he admits in the next sentence
that the shortage was not of coal but
of transportation, for he says:

Throughout the period of high prices
from April to November the dominant
nuse limiting output Has oeen tianspor- -
ation.

He goes on to prove it. Weekly
reports covering more than half the
tonnage "show that except for oc
casional strikes, .the thing that has
prevented supplying coal desired by
customers has been lack of trans-Dortation- ."

To this cause is due loss
of time by miners ranging from 20
to 50 per cent. There is no short-
age of developed producing capacity
in the mines, for Mr. Smith says
that this is "something like 800,000,-00- 0

tons a year when the most the
country was ever able to absorb was
579,000,000 tons," and adds:

Had th cars been furnished for only a
few weekl at the rate asked for. the defi-c- n

in stock would have been filled, the
market would have been broken and. in- -
usd of car shortage, the mines would

have been reporting lack of orders as the
cause limiting output.

He shows that, as the car supply
Increased, coal production also in-

creased until in the week ending De-

cember 4 it was about 12,750,000
tons, "a figure which has been ex-

ceeded but four times in the history
of the country." And in a footnote
the senate committee says:

Since Mr. Smith's letter was written the
bl uminous coal shortage has cleared to

an extent that many mines have been
forced to shut down for one or more days
a wsek throusi lack market, while

prices have dropped to extremely low levels
!n every field.

Then shortage of coal, which Is
not under government regulation,
was due to shortage of transporta-
tion, which is under strict regula-
tion, especially since 1910. To supply

must show a living profit on what
has already been invested. They
asked the Interstate Commerce com-
mission to permit an advance in
rates several times during the last
ten years, but It refused, and not till
the government took direct control
was a substantial advance made. In
consequence the war caught the rail-
roads short of cars and engines and
short of track and yards needed for
quick, economical service. This
shortage caused a shortage of coal,
aed gave the coal profiteers their
opportunity.

Notwithstanding the shortcomings
of the Interstate Commerce commis-
sion in this respect, government
regulation of railroads is accepted as
a necessity, but its failure to rise to
the occasion should lead the people
to shun regulation of any other in-

dustry, when other means can be
found of curing and preventing in
jury to the public. The bulk of the
bituminous coal is both' produced
and consumed in the country east of
the Mississippi and north of the Po
tomac . rivers, and concentration of
manufactures in this area is one
main cause of railroad congestion,
from which cap shortage springs.
Development of coal in the west.
where it has been conserved by Pin
chotism, would spread industry
westward and would help to relieve
this congestion. Most of the coal is
consumed in generating power for
railroads and manufactures. By de
veloping hydro-electr- ic power, which
needs no cars to transport it, the
nation would economize cars, trans
portation and labor and would re
lleve congestion. The demand for
coal would be so reduced as to be
well within the supply, and the
profiteer would lose his opportunity.

By extending public regulation to
the coal Industry congress would re
sort to a palliative which has not
fully met the emergencies of trans
portation and which has failed in
other fields. By adding financial
strength to the railroads and by en-

couraging development of new re
sources of power which use little or
no transportation, congress would
cure the car shortage which causes
coal shortage and would apply
permanent cure without imposing
functions on the government which
it has proved unable to perform

WHEN OREGON BECAME A STATE.
The remoteness of the Pacific

northwest at the time that Oregon
was made a state is illustrated by
the fact that a session of the state
legislature was actually held at Sa-

lem, and laws were passed, some
eight months before congress passed
and the president signed the state
hood bill. The political parties of
the territory had nominated state
tickets in the spring of 1858, confi-
dent in their expectation that con-
gress would act favorably on the
people's aspirations, and members of
the state legislature had been elect-
ed; at the same time a territorial
legislature had been chosen, in view
of the possibility of delay at Wash
ington. A rumor, which afterward
proved to be unfounded, that the
bill had been passed reached Port-
land by steamer from San Francisco
at midnight on June 21, 1858, and
the people immediately turned out
to acclaim the tidings with booming
of cannon and ringing of bells. On
the following day, June 22, 1858,
there was a more formal celebration,
in which the fire department pa-

raded with the town brass band.
Numbers of the citizens then went
aboard the steamer Express, which
sailed down the river to meet the
Columbia. There was speechmaking
when the Columbia docked, Judge
Williams, David Logan and Lansing
Stout felicitating the citizens on the
happy attainment of their desires.

The senate had passed the state-
hood bill In May, 1858, by a vote
of 35 to 17. In dispatching the
announcement the correspondent
either had mistaken the purport of
the news or had taken for granted
favorable action bji the house. The
first session of the thirty-fift- h

congress adjourned, however, with-
out action by the house of repre-
sentatives. In accordance with a
provision of the previously adopted
constitution, the newly elected legis-
lature convened on July 5, 1858,
chose William G. T'Vault, otherwise
distinguished In western history as
the first editor of the first news-
paper published on the Pacific
coast, as speaker, and proceeded to
the business of enacting laws. The
canvass of the vote for governor
gave John Whiteaker 5134 votes:
E. M. Barnum, who had carried
Multnomah county, 4213 votes, and
John Denny 45. Governor White-
aker took the oath of office in the
presence of the entire assembly and
delivered a message in the course
of which he said: .

It Is worthy of note, that while the
people of Oregon were preparing for a
state organization, the government of the
United States was menaced and greatly
Imperilled by the acts of a sister territory
while framing for itself a constitution. It
Is a matter nf gratification that no such
lawless conduct and violation of rights
characterized the people of our young and
fair state, while preparing to become one
of the members of this great confederacy,
and this is attributable to the fact that
Oregon was peopled by a high order of
citizens a people possessing a due sense
of their social and political duties to
themselves and a spirit of forbearance
one toward another.

Oregon, continued the governor,
was probably one of the most
attractive portions of the North
American continent, "at once beau-
tiful and picturesque, with a healthy
and salubrious climate, well adapted
to the production of the cereals and
most of the grains of the United
States." The governor pointed out
that the state contained arable land
sufficient to supply three millions
of souls with bread and grazing land
to supply twice that number with
meats. He enumerated other poten-
tialities and concluded with a plea
for patronage of home industries.

Joseph Lane and Delazon Smith
were elected senators from Oregon
at this session and David Logan, an
unsuccessful candidate, received

j eight votes for senator. Only two
otner laws were passea, one to pro-
vide revenues for the new state and
the other to legalize an act of Curry
county in locating its county seat.
The legislature adjourned on July 9,
its members still officially unaware
that statehood had not as a matter
of fact been granted. There was a
contest during the session over the
seat from Yamhill county, to which
J. C. Nelson presented a certificate
of election, which was contested by
Medorem Crawford. A committee
report favoring the Crawford claim

was tabled and Nelson later resigned,
with the statement that he did not
desire to hold office the title to
which was questioned. A session of
the same legislature called for
September 13 of that year proved
a failure, an insufficient number
attending to make a quorum. The
Argus' of September 18, 1858, con-
tained the following fling at the
fiasco, but printed no other news
concerning it:

The legislature which was to have met
in Salem last Monday was pretty much
of a failure. It adjourned Tuesday for
want of a quorum. We have all the
while deemed it folly for the legislature
to try to start the machinery of state
government before we get into the union,
but we have taken no hand in the fight
between the Salem 'organ and the Times
on this matter. Unlike the man who
didn't care whether the "blacksnake or

i the skunk whipped," we rather sympa
thized with the "skunk" In this fight,
as he had the best side of the Question.

In the interim it had been learned
that action had been premature, but
the people of the territory long
dwelt in uncertainty. On July 10,
the day after the first legislature
adjourned, the Argus said: "Our
latest dates from New York are to
June 5. It Is somewhat doubtful
whether we are living in a state or
territory." The Oregonian on August
7, nearly a month later, confirmed
the failure of congress to complete
the passage of the statehood bill.

The territorial legislature, elected
in June, met in December and there
is an Interesting sidelight on the
political history of the period in a
petition which It received, praying
for enactment of a law for protec
tion of slave property in Oregon. A
majority of the judiciary committee
of the house to which the subject
was referred held that the constitu
tion guaranteed equal property
rights to all property holders, in
cluding slave holders, and this report
was adopted by the house, 13 to 9

but the senate failed to act and this
attempt to obtain action on the
slavery issue failed

But slavery had been the cause of
delay in making Oregon a state.
Opposition was vigorous in the
house of representatives at Wash-
ington, after the senate passed the
bill, being based on fear that, by
adding another democratic state it
would increase the slave power, and
also that in a close contest for the
presidency in 1860, which was then
foreseen, it might turn the scale the
wrong way, from the viewpoint of
republicans and opponents of slavery.
There was also an undercurrent of
retaliation on the democrats - in
congress, for previous refusal to
admit Kansas. However, fifteen
republicans, led by Eli Thayer of
Massachusetts, refused to regard the
Oregon question as a party issue and
these, by bolting the party caucus,
forced a favorable outcome on Feb
ruary 12, 1859. President Buchanan
signed the bill two days later, on
February 14, and statehood was a
nominally accomplished fact. Final
formalities were not-- completed,
however, until June 6, 1859, when
the state legislature, this time a body
of unquestioned status, accepted the
provisions of the enabling act.
Oregon then, in the language of an
early chronicler, "became a state on
equal footing with other states."

It is significant of a good deal
that has made for subsequent prog- -
ess that the first of the conditions

thus subscribed to was the provision
that the sixteenth and thirty-sixt- h

section of every township of the
public land should be reserved for
support of public schools and that
seventy-tw-o sections be reserved
for a state university. Ten sections
were reserved for public buildings,
and "salt springs, not exceeding
twelve in number, with six sections
of land adjoining each" were held
to be disposed of as the legislature
might direct. Five per cent of the
proceeds of sales of public lands
were set aDart for roads and inter- -

Innl Imnrnvempnts llnrlpr th rliriar---

tion of the legislature. The final
provision was the customary one
guarding against taxation of the
property of the United States within
the state.

THREE FORESTRY POLICIES.

Gifford Pinchot inveighs against
the Snell forestry bill as a device
of the timber interests to perpetuate
their control and proposes full gov-
ernment ownership of all timber
land as the only security against
total destruction of the forests, while
the board of forestry commissioners
of the state of Washington proposes
that the national forests and all
other forest land under federal con-
trol be ceded to the states and that
until that is done the government
pay the latter sums equivalent to
the income which would be derived
if the land were privately owned.
Between these two extremes is the
Snell bill, providing for
of nation, states and private owners
in preserving the forests and in re-
foresting.

So far is the Snell bill from being
the work of the timber interests in
particular, as Mr. Pinchot charges,
that it is the result of the initiative
of the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers association, which is com-
posed of users of timber products,
not of owners of timber. After
agreeing on a programme, that asso-
ciation joined associations of other
users of timber products in adopt
ing a conierence policy, timber
owners and lumbermen fell in line
with them, and the bill in its final
shape was the joint product of the
conference building of these asso
ciations and of Forester Graces and
his successor, W. B. Greeley. Real-
izing that the government cannot be
induced to hand over the national
forests to tne states ana is com-
mitted to the policy of .treating the
forests as an essential national as-

set, they aim to bring all interests
together in serving their common
purpose.

One forcible objection of the
Washington commission is to the
proposed exchange of logged-of- f
land for public forest land "outside
the reserves as tending constantly
to enlarge the area held by the gov-
ernment and therefore exempt from
taxation. It is objected that this
policy would Increase the taxation
on areas remaining in private hands
and would complicate the state road
and school systems and retard de-

velopment of the state. The govern-
ment now owns one-thir- d of Wash-
ington, and the exchange plan might
soon give it two-third- s. The general
result in Oregon would be the same.
It is contended that protection from
fire is the best means of reforest-
ing, as planting has small effect by
comparison with of
timber, but for this work the gov-

ernment makes a niggardly allow-
ance.

The greatest obstacle to forest
preservation appears to be that
taxes are levied on forest land an-

nually just as on farm land, though
forests yield a crop every fifty or a

hundred years, while farm land
yields a crop every year. A parallel
would be taxation of a farm every
month of the year during which a
crop is grown, harvested and sold.
The timberman must harvest his
crop in order to prevent taxes and
Interest on his Investment from eat-
ing it jip. He cannot afford to hol.d
the land until a new crop matures,
so he abandons the logged-of- f land
to the county, which sees its taxable
area shrink and cannot afford to
hold the logged-of- f land till a new
crop matures or to clear it if it is
adapted to agriculture.

In order that forests may be pre-
served and reforested, they must be
held by the nation or the states In
large areas from which they can
derive revenue by marketing the
ripe timber every year, or by private
owners who can hold enough to cut (

tne ripe timber of one tract while
others mature. The latter practice
would be encouraged if the policy of
British Columbia were followed
There the government sells the tim
ber, to be paid for when cut, a time
limit being set. If in the United
States taxes were levied on timber
as it is cut, the principle followed
In taxing farm land yearly would be
followed. The 'Snell plan would
gradually lead to national ownership
unless it was made practicable for
the private owner to retain his
logged-of- f land and to reforest it.

With the army chemical service
detailed to help the department of
agriculture in fighting pests that in-

jure the crops a new turn is given
the metaphor of the swords and
plowshares and spears and pruning
hooks. The boll weevil is to be the
first object of attack, but use of
poison gas in farming ought to be
capable of even wider development.
In a relatively small way it has been
employed with fruit trees In the
citrus belt and prussic acid has for
some time been a staple disinfec-
tant of infected seeds. But the pres-
ent plan Is to develop a method by
which a "barrage" can be laid down
over a field of considerable size and
all the pests exterminated in a
single campaign, In which all that is
now known of the virtues and the
defects of asphyxatlng gases will be
made available to promote the inno
cent and constructive arts of peace.
It will not be the first device In-

vented to destroy that has been
turned upside down, but IT it is
proved practicable it will be one of
the most valuable of all.

Time was when finance was con
sidered too intricate and abstruse a
science for the ordinary man to un
derstand, but in these days every
man in business must understand it
or pay a heavy penalty. i or tnat
reason there is a wide field for The
Financial Organization of Society,"
the latest ot Chicago university s

series of books on "materials for the
study of business" by Prof. Harold
G. Moulton. To serve as a college
textbook as well as for the business
man who wishes to keep up to date,
it lucidly explains the various forms
of credit, which has largely taken
the place of actual money, the ma-
chinery by which it is secured and
the relation of these forms to each
other. It is up to date, dealing with
the many problems growing out of
the war. For example, foreign ex-

change enters into discussions of
the world economic problem, and a
chapter explains its nature ana
workings.

No, the operative who attempted
to capture Bergdoll is not forgotten
by America, and Germany is not for-
gotten, either, for keeping him In
jail. First America must get the
traitors who are protecting

In view of the alarm of those who
are now predicting a flood of immi-
gration, we begin to doubt that the
eighteenth amendment is as unpopu
lar with foreigners as it was sup
posed to be.

The Germans are said to have
agreed on an offer of 150,000,000,- -
000 marks, but even this stupendous
sum will not pay for the damage
done by German ruthlessness.

In sending only two missionaries to
"Christianize the wicked city of New
York," Overseer Voliva has shown
strange lack of appreciation of the
magnitude of the task.

It Is fair to remind Berlin, of
course, that with the cards in her
own hands in 1871 there were no
scruples about charging all the traf-
fic would bear.

The movement to restore German
in the public schools is making no
headway even in Iowa, which shows
that Americanization is getting in its
perfect work.

Fathers and sons have had tugs of
war before, but the old woodshed
variety seems to be going out of
fashion. These are the happy times
for the boy.

Women's hats, says a fashion note,
will be large and drooping and fhe
bills will be large and the pocket-boo- k

will droop as a consequence.

May be that man in Rockford, 111.,

who traded his wife for a town lot
got a bargain, but a car would have
been more attractive to many.

The bill to punish garage "rob-
bers" awaits the governor's pleasure.
Charging for work not done will be
a criminal offense.

McNeil's for the moonshiner, says
Judge Bean. They seldom Joke in
the solemn precincts of a federal
court.

The poultry raiser will be pained
to notice that his hens seldom begin
laying heavily until eggs get cheap.

Mr. Debs succeeds in nothing so
well as In convincing the public that
he Is right where he ought to be.

"Only" 1,800,000 automobiles were
manufactured In 1920 is the way the
average pedestrian would put it.

What's a storm warning to a man
who has provided himself with a
mackintosh and an umbrella.

The time to estimate he real value
of the legislative pruning knife is
after the session is over.

No matter what the weather is in
February, we know that spring is
here.

Some who think they have
encafthalitis are just a bit lazy.

The Listening Post.

Flowers Grow on In Isrnorance ef
Cycle OI Seasons and Bloom at
WilL

degrees does not
FIFTY-EIGH-

T

like much but it means
something when spring is nearly hero.
Last week, as has been usual during
this Oregon winter, the thermometer
held around the point that coaxes
plants to grow. Pussy willow cat-
kins are now bursting Into yellow,
pcllen-lade- n plumes and crocuses aro
in bloom. Daffodils, tulips and
hyacinths are literally springing from
the ground and their blooms should
be out in all their glory within a few
days while the marigolds have Just
left off after a salubrious winter of
blossom.

So mild has been the season that
the roses have not left off at all and
photographs, no doubt astonishing to
residents of other localities not eo

fortunate, show the Portland rose
proudly rearing her graceful head
and wearing a cap of snow. These
fact pictures were made on Portland
Heights where there was a little
snow, but many of the gardens had
none of the white flakes during the
entire season. Up on the hills over-
looking the Tualatin valley are roses
looking directly into the eye of the
sun as it sets each night in glowing
beauty in its nest in the western
hills, and their petals take on an add-
ed touch of color at this time. Near
Dosch station there are beds of pan-si- es

that have bloomed the year
round, seemingly in complete Ignor-

ance of the cycle of seasons, and
the brakes and ferns in the recesses
of the sheltering hills are flourishing
and waiting for their playmates, the
trillium and violet, eo soon to appear.

They say it i3 weeds that flourish
best in a moist climate but here even
our brambles are nearly ready to
burst into bloom and the dog wood
and other trees are straining at their
buds until they can hardly be held
back another day. The sap is be
ginning to run and it Is a season
when humans feel their mettle.

Forever clothed in secrecy must
be this man's identity. He is en-

gaged In a sedentary occupation and
until last week ate his lunch at 1

o'clock. He was an inveterate, though
not a heavy smoker, and his wife, in
a campaign for betterments, exacted
a promise that he would not court
Lady Nicotine until after he had bis
noon meal. since tne pieugo
made his noon has moved back two
hours, by half hour stages.

The first day he, according to cus-

tom, went through torment and stuck
it out until 1 o'clock. The second
day he thought it better to eat soon-

er so that he could get in a longer
stretch at his desk in the afternoon
and went at 12:30 and the third day,
in pursuance of the same plan, lopped
off another half hour and went out
at noon. Yesterday he formulated a
new scheme, said he though it better
to have a right lunch earlier in the
day, so he ate at 11 o'clock, and,
coming back, made a regular cnim
ney out of himself and smoked up

the entire office. It was noticed by

his fellow-worke- rs that he sneaked
out about three o'clock and indulged
in a surreutioua cup of coffee, but,
if nothing else, friend wife has made
him appreciate tobacco as never be

fore. It's easy to break the chains
of habit if you know how.

a Traveling Man" writes from
Salem of their prize hotel cashier,
who seems to have a good staff of

Dress agents. He tells The Scout of

the solicitious manner in which she

takes charge of the patrons, asking
them if "they will sit on the sunshine
or on the window" and of her efforts
to be pleasant. It would seem that
this is the same "decidedly German'
,nUn thA Salem statesman tells
about, who makes an audible check
of the finances of her patrons to the

amusement of the lobby loungers. It
so she should be well known to tha
iidiiv rielecations by now. Did
"A Traveling Man" see the clippin

from the Statesman in ts

Of The Press" last Monday?ess
The old boarding house stunt of

doing" the little personal garments
in the washbowl before seeking slum
ber has not passed out, according to
K A McPberson of the lloyer store.
Mac tells of the chap who got
invitation over the phone to Join In

a game of penny ante. He said he

couldn't come because he was wash
ing.

"Washing what?" asked his pal on

the other end of the wire.
"My B. V. Ds.," replied the hall-roo- m

boy.
Just then central cut in and said,

"I am ringing them."

For years Jack Rones has operated
the I. X. L. barber shop in Portland
but he. along witn many oiners, la
changing the styles. The real at-

mosphere of the barber shop of old
has gone, even if much of the scent
remains. Jack has stopped his sub
scription to that essential adjunct de-

signed to entertain the waiting cus-

tomer, the Police Gazette, and the
shop is not like it used to be.

Jesse Rich Is strong for the de
velopment of Broadway since he gave
aw9v several hundred pounds of
chocolates to the first visitors, at the
new store yesterday. Now he is try
ing to arrange a meenns un uan
Flood and bring the old Lyric sign
up from Fourth and Washington
streets to hang across Theater Row
to shed light on the cigar cases.

"One of the strangest things I have
seen in a number of months," was
the observation of Phil Carson of
the Western Electric in telling of a
house on Milwaukie avenue. "It was
a nice looking place in every way
but It had a "For Rent" sign posted
on the front porch. One of the first
signs like that I have seen since 1

came to Portland over a year ago."

Lack of diplomacy Is the cause of
much friction. Just last week a tear-
ful bride was heard to tell a bosom
friend that her husband had alluded
to the breakfast egg "as resembling a
dead fish's eye" and blamed her cook-cr- y

for the result. And again an em-

bryo domestic quarrel started over
hubby's habit of using wlfy's hair-

pins to clean his pipe and then put-lin- g

them where they would be again
put in use. What a contrast these
two cases present with the tame
male the Scout saw In a movie lobby
last week, standing rigid, eyes to the
front, while his better half arranged
her hair, guided by her reflection in
his glasses,

THE SCOUT.

Alcatraz.
By Grace F.. HalL

It stands alone, r place moat desolate,
A tomb where living dead eat out

the heart
In bitterness or vain regret or hate.

Yet find, alasl no rest from pals.
and smart

Of Ill-us- Uvea The tides forever
break

In weird and rhytbmio beat against
the rocks.

Gay crowds go by in channels near,
nor take

One comprehending look across,
where mocks

The silent, gloomy pile, where hnmaa
kind.

Broken and twisted in the mael-
strom's rush.

No peace nor surcease evermore shall
find.

Nor aught bat desolation. la the
hush

Of graying twilight oa the shimmer- -
ing day

The boats ro pulsing past la
streams of light.

But, Alcatraz, you wring our hearts
by day,

And break them, with yonr swful-nes- s,

by night!
Grim sepulcher where breathing dad

must dwell.
Send out across the waters, 19 we

go.
The meaning of yonr Isolated spell.

And shriek aloud that sin must
lead to woe:

O, that each wind playing 'round your
base

Might come to ns with grave-mol- d

on its breath.
That men mishit sense each sullen,

hopeless face
Behind thy walls, and know that

sin is death!

THOSE OTnERJ,
How shall I tell you? What shall I

say?
Concerning those others Just over ths

way?

Tresses silken no longer eyes blue
but so dim;

Faces drawn and shrunken hands
cold and how thin.

You see them In pictures yon read
them in prose;

But If it were your child, what do
you suppose

Yon would think of the mother who
Just said, "Oh, dear.

What a sad thlhg this war is," snd
turned a deaf ear

To the pleading- of children to the ,

To the moaning of mothers Just over
the waves?

Don't you know that It's coming to
this dear land, too?

The war-fami- and pestilence com
ing to you?

Don't you know that however
give now to them

.you

Will como back (before long) to your
children ami then.

Pressed down, rnnninir over, heaped
up just the same

That you give to those others will
come home a pain?

Good, bad or indifferent, your children
will sharo

What you fcive to those others; so,
mothers, take care.

COrtDULE.

1 Vil IJiA.
Awake, O hills, the morning birds are

calling!
Come forth in all thy beauty eo en

thralling.
Thy day of days Is breaking o'er

the mountain,
So rouse theo from thy sweet and

holy slumber.
Refresh thyself in yonder spark-

ling fountain.

And so they stand, their souls with
beauty beaming

To glorify the coming day, Just wak-
ing from lis dreaminir.

With lavish ft Ids oi Verdure for
I their dresses.

With jeweled ilewdrops shining on
their bosoms.

And purple wreaths of larkspur In
their tresses.

Thus sprlntrtime comes, with gentle
zephyrs stealing

Around our virgin hills, Yaqulna-
kneeling.

To bathe their feet in magic rock-boun- d

va?es.
And fairy rain-clou- sweep across

their foreheads
To keep their youth still shining in

their laces.
ALBERT L. KWIMJ.

tiik i.v. tni:n.
Appointed soldier of his Clod! To be
The captain of a new humanity;
And with the blade of his uncon- -

quered will.
And armored vision of the destiny
That waits to bless a world's unan

swered prayers;
He 6teadfast leads the forces that

fulfill
God's purpose. The shot of ridicule

he dares;
And, prophetlike, he thrusts behind

the veil
Of voices, cUmorous with a present

need;
A starving Future's dumb desire to

feed.
Whose spirit, calm, with courage clad.

can Bee
In ranks of prejudice and bigotry:
In the masked hatred of each secret

foe.
Truth's victory wrapped In evils

embryo.
Who, with his task complete, his pur

Dies,
pose won,
while his God and conscience
cry "Well done!"

MART A. WOODWARD.

SEEMIXG AND IIEI!VG.

Boast not of the fact you were in the
fight.

Nor that you fought eo well.
But the purpose you had In your In

most heart
That called you like a bell.

Boast not of the wealth you have
piled so high.

Nor the beauty of ground and hall.
But tell a world that begins to doubt

How it chanced that you earned
it all. .

Tell not of the blood that is In your
veins,

Nor the deeds your fathers have
done,

Eut explain what you do to show
your blood.

And to prove that you are their son.

It Is time to be and not to seem.
To do and not to say,

For the day of make-believ- e must go.
And of th must stay,

s RAYMOND E. BAKER.

SlPVSET O.N' THE COLUMBIA.
Each silver wave is ruby tipped,
As though the sparkling drops had

dipped
In the heart of the netting nun.

The rugged hills that line your shores.
Stand like two massive purple doors

'Gainst night, till the day is done.

A soft wind rises from the west.
Sweeping the sand hills' placid breast

To a sea of darkening gold.
A gray gull makes his last lone flight
And disappears in the fading licht

Of the evening, bleak and cold.

Tour rippling waves no longer gleam
Or snarlete, like a fairy stream

Kissed by a sunlit ray.
Dark and sullen your waters flow.
With dirgelike rhythnr mystic, low.

Mourning the death of dav.
j 1VOXNK JA ii RETT.


