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. BY DONALD WILHELM.

in a while you strike on a
who loves his Job. Once In

Ions while you strike on one
who loves his job 365 days a year
and 364 days leap years. And once
In a great, great while you strike on
a government official who not only
loves his Job 865 days a year and S66
days leap years, but in addition, goes
deep dowa into his pockets to spend
10 or 12 times as much as his salary
to. make his Job a whole lot more
than a going concern. i

Now, Just here In our own little
reading circle Stephen T. Mather, the
director of national parka, is one such
man. But the writer whispers this In
formation to you and
warns you not to divulge it to Mr.
Mather. For If you do the guilt is on
your own soul for Mr. Mather, moun
taineer, lover of the
Nestor of the national parks, will
simply stretch out and die of a stroke
of modesty! as

You never saw an Interview with
Mr. Mather. When be sees one threat-
ened he makes one of his innumerable

trips, leaving word
that he's on his way. I had to drive
my quivering sedan steed right up
the elevator in the department of the
Interior to catch up with him when he
saw me coming. I literally ran him
down and Instead of putting out my
lights and hastening on, as the custom
has been during the recent summer
and autumn in I got out
with a .fountain pen in hand and
pounced upon his hlpless frame. I
think he would have welcomed the
parting and speeded this coming guest
had I not busied myself so promptly.
This approach, in fact, albeit noisy
and spectacular, caused him to have
a stroke of modesty.

He got Into his desk chair, with an
ye on that loaded shorthand pen and

submitted wearily.
"How," I asked, "did you ever come

y thjs love of the national parks?'
lie answered that he was born in

California 53 years ago, by the way
and then answered specifically: "It

was a climb up Mount Rainier 15
years ago that made a mountain nan
of me. forever."

Then did he go Into f. long and-w- ell

prepared whispering iu my left ear
about himself?

lie did not. He got up, with an air
Of suggesting that though he had said
precious- little about himself he had
said quite too much. He strolled to
the window looking out over the

monument and the Lin
coln memorial and mentioned a con
tern plated ride in an airplane.

"That's a beautiful view from here,"
your suggested, inch
ing back to the leading questioi

"When I get back here from the
parks," he answered, ''I feel as If
had been gone for years."

"The parks are shrines," I re
marked. And that, by the way, Is
what they are, to him.

"They are the nation's
he said, going back to his desk.

Then he settled himself as com-
fortably as he could, in the circum-
stances a fairly tall man with hair
almost white, who because of his
pent-u- p enthusiasm and energy seems
taller than he is. He picked up a
snapshot of his daughter, his only
child, one of three pictures of her
in his office, and described her

and and en-

durance. And finally, back at the lead-
ing question, his point of view anent
the parks, be said:

"You see, the commercial develop-
ment of America has been. In a sense,
largely the matter of rather recent
years. A long way back we went
through the pioneering phase, when
those who went ahead biased the way
out to the frontiers. Then there came
the linking up the building of
bridges and roads, settlements, etc.
We are now in what you might call
the refinement or intensive phase.
That is, there is hardly any more land
available fir colonization in the old
sense."

"And the result?"
"Well, It Is quite natural for many

persons to look rather covetously on
the park areas. For instance, here
you have a farmer who wants to
graze his herds and hasn't, he thinks,
enough grazing land. It Is hard for
him to look over to a couple of mil
lion acres in one of the parks without
a wish that he could use those acres.
That's natural as anything in the
world. If we were In his shoes prob
ably a lot of us would feel exactly
as he does, and as sheep men and
cattlemen often feeL"

There are other lovers of the na
tional parks who do not speak so
tolerantly of those who wish to Invade
the parks When you
talk to them and then talk to Mrs.
Mather you appreciate that tolerance
Is his middle name.

"We have seen, however," he went
on, "what ruinous results inevitably
come from grazing --cheep in park
areas. John Mulr refera to sheep as
"hoof locusts." In the state of Wash
lngton during the war, when great
pressure was brought in Washington
to Induce us to permit' the use of the
parka for grazing, a goodly lot of
citizens assured us over their names
that they would rather have their
lawns used for sbeep .grazing than
men to turn their herds loose in the

wild-flower- gardens of Mount Rain
ier national park.

He added the cattle grazing, like-
wise, has no place in the parks,

outlying districts where little
barm can be done, which can be and
are leased. Then he went on to in-

dicate that Just, as the demands for
commercial uses of the park increase
year by year, so the number of travel
ers using the parks Is increasing by
leaps and bounds.

"It slmpiy comes to this: We have
to be consistent and, take one. view
or the other; either we hare to agree
that the parks should be used for
commercial for graz-
ing, irrigation purposes and like pur-
poses, or else, we must preserve the
tradition that led to the establish-
ment of the parks, that they are to
be national In other
words,' we have to, convince the peo-
ple out west that the parks are far
more precious to the pepple of the
country than any commercial good
that will come from invasion of the
park traditions."

"Of coureV Mr. Mather went on.
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"the automou.) jiaa proved a mar-- 1 becoming what parks are to cities I ton. And right on that point--1 con-velo-

stimulus to the playground I what Central park is to New York aider that while we are spending
idea. The parka to tho nation are and. Rock Creek park is to Washing-- J thousands of dollars in hotel and
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camp development of the parks, al-

ways with large financial returns to
the people of the country, we feel that
the greatest development is going to
be along the line of free public
camps. We are providing facilities
for people to house themselves In the
open, In carefully regulated camps
where water supplies, sanitary facili-
ties, even electric lights are provided.
In fact, in some of the parks these
provisions have encouraged motorists
to such an extent; as would amaze
easterners. In the Yosemite during
the past season,, for Instance, out of
50,000 tourists, lO.OOO came in their
own cars and 25,000 of them regis-
tered, actually signed on, for free
camps."

But the danger of Invasion of the
parks by sheep and cattle herds Is of
distinctly less Importance' than the
danger of invasion by irrigatlonists.

"There will never be any serious
desire in future years," Mr. Mather
explained, "for grazing In the parks
except in outlying sections. In the
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way that park boundaries are run
we realize that there are, as In Mesa
Verde park, outlying "small areas
where 'moderate grazing would do no
great harm. These areas are the ex-

ceptions and in the scheme of the
parks as a whole are hardly consid-
erable. But commercial plans for ex-
ploiting opportunities for irrigation
projects are different.

"When you get right down td .it
most of the irrigation projects affect-
ing the parks are- - matters of sales
promotion. A promoter gets a big
idea. He talks It up and draga along
the local farmers. Some of these
plans are without question calculated
to do deal of good. But my!
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thought is there Is hardly an instance
where practically the same results or
better results cannot be obtained In
other ways, 1. e.. without any invasion

f the national parks. That, for in-

stance, is the case In the plans ad-

vanced for .the damming of Yellow-
stone lake." '

The champions of irrigation devel-
opments, Mr. Mather pointed out, see
only part of the picture or are en-

couraged to attempt to draw water
from the parks by the ease with which
a waterfatl, say. In one of the parks,
can be utilized with no expenditure
even for the purchase of lands..

But, largely because of the persua-
sive eloquence of this one man, it
may be doubted whether the irriga-
tlonists, with Innumerable opportuni-
ties for the development of "white
coal" outside the parka, will ever
make much headway in the parks. In
fact, the whole question was made a

definite and tangible issue .after the

GREATEST ASSET-- CITY
NOW WELL GUARDED

?ontlned From First Page.)

Buckman achool today Is being used

as part of tbe extension division of

the University of Oregon course in

public health nursing, demonstrations
being given there daHy. Outside or-

ganizations have to a
great extend in the furthering of
local work. Mrs. Blanche Blumauer,
Jr., chairman of the local junior Red
Cross, has fostered the city dental
clinic Dentists of Portland have do
nated heavily to this service and It
marks the application of a war les
son In the manner In which portable
outfits are used from school to
school.

The first dental unit was set up
October 1 and now there are rive
dentists employed one-ha- lf time and
five oral hyglenlst full time. At the
present rat they make 4000 exami-

nations weekly and other cities are
coming to study the methods In use
here. Part of their work consists of
lectures and slides are exhibited
showing the Influence-- of bad teeth
on the body. Over a thousand ch'l
dren have had extensive dental work
done, by the city dentist and many
have been cared for by their own den
tist. After the first examination
frequent surveys are made to check
up and ascertain wny necessary
dental work is not done. A spirit of
competition Is fostered by bestowing
buttons for perfect teeth to each child
and elvlng the class room a star
when all the pupil have buttons.
One case of dirty teeth will lose the
room star and the result is that the
children Insist on frequent tooth
brush drill. Special emphasis Is
placed on the care of permanent
teeth. , '

Milk Feeding Proves Vital
Local mdlk stations have proven a

vitl factor in improving the health
of Bohool children. These milk sta-

tions are made possible by ra

tion between the Parent-Teacher- s'

organizations, dairymen and the
health bureau. Proceeds frm the sale
of Red Cross seals In the schools are
utilized for thla work. When a ehlld
is given the milk treatment, they are
first weighed and entry made on
charts furaiabed by the Oregon Tu-

bercular society, and in some schools
children have been found to be IS
per cent under weight. This is main-
ly in the districts where deserted
mothers reside.

The Oregon Dairy Commission con
tributes five dollars in cash for each

close of the last session of congress.
In the closing days an act was passed
establishing the federal water power
commission, composed of the secreta-
ries of agriculture. Interior and war,
to pass on all' applications for the use
of irrigation opportunities on prop-
erty held by the United States, In-

cluding the Indian reservations and
the 150,000,000 acres of national for-

ests.
Soon after the water power bill was

paseed applications by the hundred
poured In, many of which vitally af-

fected the scenic beauties of the
parks. As a result, in August the
water power commission by singling
out one application and ruling for all
on the basis of that one, passed the

"following resolution.
It appearing from the rcord of appli-

cations before the commlnlon that an ap-

plication has been filed for the utlllfatioa
of Cataract creak within lha Grant Can-jro- ri'

National Park in the state of Ariaona.
it Is moved that It ba the tatabllahed pol-

icy of tha commlaaloa not to entertain ar
to conaider any application for uaa of watar
power aitaa In any national park.

But the point here Is that these
various attempts to Interfere with
the park tradition, by. Irrigatlonists,
sheepmen, cattlemen and others, might
easily be .carried through In one in-

stance or another, If there were no
National park service and no Mr.
Mather.

He Is a buslners man by training
and it so happened that he was a
classmate of the former secretary of
the interior, Mr. Lane, at the Univer
sity of California. When 1915 came
around Mr. Lane needed an assistant
to have as his special province tbe
national parks and the various elee-
mosynary Institutions, such as Freed-men'- s

hospital, which are In the de-

partment of the interior. He aaked
Mr. Mather to come to Waalilngton
as that assistant.

Mr. Mather had large builiie."s In-

terest headed up to him as president
of two companies producing, refining
and selling borax. These kept him
busy and of courao he knew that his
government salary of I3T50 would
hardly pay for Hie employment of a
man, or men, to take hl place. Never-

theless lie came to Washington and
went to work.

In la rue part through In effort:!
congress passed, the following yar,
August 2. 191. a 1U introduced by
another L'alifornian, Congressman
William Kent, wlileh established aa a
bureau the netltflial park service. Mr.

Mather then resigned as aaslstanl to
the secretary and beeama director '
national parks, and his salary of
1750 was Increased to $4000.

The writer knows of his own
knowledge many Instances where the
director has, in the vast several )ears,
used his own funds to encourage the
spirit of those beneath him or to do
specific things for which no appro-

priation was made by congress, dur-
ing the last Vear, In fact. It Is proba-

bly no exaggeration to say that Mr.

Mather has spent from his own pocket
fully 560.000 In tho public Interests
and how much more tbst one cannot
by diligent search check up, one can
only guess.

In addition lis lias been giving him-

self to his work in a way that few
government officials ever do. Fully
two-tblrd- a of the year he tit traveling
from park to park by laborious train
Journeys, then, .in the parks them-

selves, riding horseback, roving hero

and there, so that when you nienllon
tho topography of this or that coiner
of this or that park, he can sit back
and tell you almost all about It.

It Is, In short, no exaggeration
say that not only Is he giving his own
funds to the working out cf an ab-

sorbing dream that posterity will
doubtless thank him for a million
times, but he Is giving his life to pre-

serve and increase what we may call
"the national park tradition

OF
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station established as well as ng

milk tickets and straws All
milk is furnished at the wholesale
rate and some dairymen contribute a
certain proportion of their output
free of charge, this making it possi-

ble' to furnish the necessary nourish-
ment to children of tho poor whose
parents have no funds. The wonder-
ful change In the physical and mental
development of the child under this
treatment Is easily dlscrenlble a few
days after tho start. Children who
found 16 difficult to make their nec
essary scholastic grades do so easily
when "properly nourished. There
seems to be a splendid opportun'ty
for practical philanthropy in further-
ing this work by the establishment of
open-air rooms In which backward
children may rest. Portland now has
one school of his character which
carea for 45 or 50 cases that show a

to tuberculosis. Dr.
J.. Hunter Wells makes an examina-
tion weekly and nurses from the Ore-

gon Tubercular association care for
these cases. It Is impossible to send
many small children to this far dis-

tant place and for that reason Dr.
Eames would like to see a number
of small centers established through-
out the city.

Free. DUpeaaary la Foaade.
,Laboratories in tha city hall car

for the cultures taken from'th
school rooms. At the corner of
Fourth and Jefferson street the
University of Oregon maintains a free
dispensary and clinic open to children
alone three times weekly and to
adults tha rest of - the time. In the
matter of milk stations the city of
Seattle school board maintain them
there and pays the whole cost as
well as the cost for dental elinlca.
In 'Portland there would b no enter-
prise of thl character If It were not
made possible by outside help.

Children ar the greatest article of
value in the city of Portland, they
ar it real wealth, and a great Im-

provement 1 already noticeable la
the'clasa of school children sine the
Inception of this service a short
time ago. Soma portions of the local
work are attracting national atten-
tion. . -

Coyote 'Drive to-- Be Made.
HOLLISTER. Cel. Farmer of thl

section early next month will start a
drive on the coyotes, which have been
destroying crops late!?. Residents are
to board and lodge the government
poisoner while be 1 working against
th coyotes.


