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THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, DECEMBER 26, 1920

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO GIVES MORE THAN HE GETS

- This Rare Servant of Uncle Sam Is Stephen T. Mather Who, Lured by the
Great Outdoors, Sacritices His Own Interests to Save Our National Parks

-

. BY DONALD WILHELM.

NCE In a while you strike on a
man who loves his job. Once in
a long while you strike on one
who loves his job 365 days a year
and 368 days leap years, And once
in a great, great while you strike on

& government officlal who not only

Ioves his job 265 days a year and 366

days leap years, but in addition, goes
deep down into his pockets to spend

10 or 12 times as much as his salary
to make his job a whole lot more

than a golng concern.

Now, just here In our own little
reading clircle Stephen T. Mather, the
director of natlonal parks, is one such
man. But the writer whispers this in-
formation to you confidentjally and
warns you not to divulge It to Mr.

Mather. For If you do the gullt is on
your own soul=for Mr. Mather, moun-
taineer, lover of the out-of-doors,
Nesior of the national parks wiil
simply stretch out and dle of a stroke
of modesty! -

You never saw an Interview with
Alr. Mather. When he 5ees one threat-
eneéd he makes one of his innumerable
transcontinental trips, leaving word
Lthal he's on his way. 1 had to drive
my quivering sedan steed right up
the elevator In the department of the
interior to catch up with him when he
saw me coming. I literally ran him
down and Instead of putling out my
lights and hastening on, is the custom
has been during the recent summer
and autumn in Washington, 1 got out
with a Jountain pen in hand and
pounced upon his hlpless f[rame, 1
think ha would have welcomed the
parting and speeded this coming guest
had | not busied myself so promptly.
This approach, in fact, albeit noisy
and spectacular, caused him to have
a stroke—of modesty,

He got lnto his desk chalr, with an
eye on thal loaded shorthand pen and
submitted wearily.

“How," 1 asked, “did you ever come
By this love of the pational parks?"

He answered thut he was born In
California—53 yeurs ago, by the way
—and then answered specifically: *It
wis a climb up Moeunt Rainier 18
Yuurs ag® that mads i mountzin man
of me foreyver.”

Then did he go inlo 3 long and well-
preparcd whispering in my left ear
about himself? -

He did not. He golL up, with an alr
of suggesting thal though he had sald
precious little about himself he had
said guite too much. He strolled to
the window looking out over the
Washington mwonument and tha Lin-
cdln memorial and mentioned a con-
temiplated ride In an alrplane.

“That's a beautiful view from hare,”
Your correspondent suggested, inch-
Ing back to the leading question.

“When I get back here from the
parks,” he answered, “[ feel ns if 1
had bepn gone for years*™

“I'he parks are shrines™ I  re-
marked. And that, by the way, is
what they are, to him.

“Thoy ure tlie nation's playgrounds,™
be sald, going back to his desk,

Then be settled himself as com-
fortably as he e¢ould, in the elrcum-
statnces—a falrly tiall man with hair
almost white, who because of his
pont-up enthusiasm and energy seems
taller than he Is, le plcked up
snapshot of his daughter, hls only
child, one of threg pictures of her
in his office, and deseribed her horse-
manship and markmanship and en-
durance. And finally, back at the lead-
ing question, his point of view anent
the parks, he sald:

“You see, the commercial develop-
ment of America has been, in a sense,
largely the matter of rather recent
Fenrs. A long way back we went
through the ploneering phase, when
those who went ahead blazed the way
cut to the froatiers. Then there came
the linking up—the bullding of
bridges and roads, settlements, etc
We are now |n what ¥you might call
thie refinement or intensive phase.
That is, there iz hardly any more land
avallable 8r colonization ia the old
senco.”

“And the result?”

“Well, it la quile natural for many
persons Lo look rather covetously on
the park areas. For Instance, here
you have a farmer who wants to
graze his herds and hasn't, he thinks,
enough grazing land. It is hard for
him to look over to a couple of mii-
lion acres in one of the parks without
& wish that he could use those acres
That's natural as anything In the
world. If we were in his shoes prob-
gbly a lot of us would feel exactly
&3 he does, mnd as sheep men and
cattlemen often feel™

Thera are other lovers of the na-
tional parks who do not speak 80
tolerantly of those who wish to invada
the parks commercially. When you
talk to them and thean talk to Mrs
Mather you appreciate that tolerance
is his middle name.

“We have seen, however,” he went
on, “what rulnous results Inévitably
come from graszing -sheep In park
areas. John Muir refers. to sheep a=
*hoof locusts.' In the state of Wash-
ington during the war, when great
pressure was brought in Washington
to induce us to permit the uss of the
parks for grazing, a goodly lot of
citizens assured us over their names
that they would rather have thelr
lawns used for sheep grazing than
men to turn their herds loose in the
wild-flowered gardens of Mount Rain-
fer national park,

He added the cattle grasing, like-
wise, has no place in the parks, ex-
cept outlying districts where little
barm can be done, which can be and
are leased. Then he went on to In-
dicate that just as the demanda for
commercial uses of the park increass
year by year, so the number of travel-
ers uslng the parks Is increasing by
leaps and bounds,

“It slmpiy comeg to this; We have
to be conslstent and,take One view
or the other; either we have to agree
that the parks should be wed for

cial devel ts, for »gras-
ing. Irrigation purposss and like pur-
poses, or else. we must preserve Lhe
tradition that led to the establish-
ment of the parks, that they ara to
be national playgrounds. In other
words, we have to convince the peo-
ple out west that the parks arg far
more preclous the wnh.y the
gountry than commercial good

will Nﬂa. nhum of the
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camp dovelopment of the parks, al-
ways with large financial returns to
Lhe people of the country. we feel that
the greatest development is goling to
be along the line of free public
cumps. We are providing facilities
for people to house LthemEelves In the
open, In carefully regulated camps
where water supplies, sanitary facill-
ties, even electrie lights are provided.
In fact, In some of the parks thesa
provisions have sncourdged motorisis
to such an extent asg would amaze
easterners, In the Yosemite during
the past %easen, for ifstance, out of
§0,000 tourists, 40,000 came In their
own cars and 25,000 of them regis-
tered, actually signed on, for free
campe."

But the danger of Invasion of the
parks by sheep and cattle herds Is of
distinetly less Importance than the
danger of invasjon by irrigationists.

*There will never be any serious

desire in future years,” Mr. Mather
explalned, “for grasing In the parks
except in outlying sactions. In the

way that park boundaries arg run
we renlize that there are, as in Mesa
Verde park, outlying small areas
where ‘moderate grasing would do no
great harm. These aréas are tha ex-
ceptions and In the scheme of the
parks &8 & whole are hardly consid-
erable. But commercial plans for ax-
ploiting opportunities for frrigation
projécts are different.

“When you get right down to It
most of the irrigation projects affect-
ing the parks are- matters of sales
promotion. A promoter gets a big
ides. Ha talka it up and drage

Steplers 77 Hatker; Drrector
o el romas Far s,

thought is thern Is hardly an instance
whera practically the same rasyits or
better results cannot be obtalned In
ether ways, | e. without any invasion
of the national parks. Thuat, for In-
stance, ls the casa In the plans ad-
vanced for_the damming of Yellow-
stonn lake.”

The champlon= of lrrigation Jevel-
opiente, Mr. Mather poluied out, seo
only part of the pleture or are en-
couraged to attemptl to draw waler
from the parks by the ease with which
a waterfall, say, in one of the parks,

even for the purchase of lands

sive cloguenca of this one man, |t
may ba doubted whether the Irriga-
tionists, with innumerahia apportuni-
ties for the developmeut of “white
conl” outside the parks, will ever
make much headway in the parks. In
fact, the whole question way made 4
definite and tangible lssue after the

catt ba uytillzged with no exponditurs |

But, largely because of the persua-

!‘lrlul»l];-s-.\ thank him

close of the last sesslon of congresi,
In the closing days an act was passed
establishing the federal water power
commlesion, compoded of the secreta-
ries of agriculture, Interior and war,
to pass on ail appiications for the use
of irrigation opportunities on prop-
erty held by the United Statesa, in-
cluding the Indlan reservations and
the 150,000,000 acres of national for-
[ 188

Boon after the water power bill waas
pasped applications by tha hundred
poured In, miny of which vitally af-
fected the scenic beautles of the
parks. As a rvésult, In August the
water power commission by singling
out one application and ruling for all
on the basis of thmt one, passed the
following resclutlon,

It appearing from the record of appli-
cations hefore the commisslon thatl at ap-
plicatiton bhus been filed for the utiilzation
of Chtaract credk within ths Grand Can-
yofi Nutional Park in the state of Arisona.
it s moved that {t bs the eatablished Dol-
ley of the commimion nol to enteripin er
to conalder any application for use of waler
power sites in any national park,

But the point here ln thal these
various attempts to interfere wiih
the park tradition, by irrigatieonists
sheepmen, cattiemen and others, might
easlly be carried threugh in one in-
stance or another, If Lhere were po
fiatlonal park service and no Mr
Aather,

He in o businera man by K
and It so happened (hut he was &
clasemale of the former gecrelary of
the Interior, Mr. Lane, at the Univer-
sity of California. When b came

around Mr. Lane neceded an asslstant
10 have as his special province the
national parks atd the varlous elee-
mosyury Institutions, such as Freod-
mon's hospital, which are in the de-
partment of the intoerior. He asked
Mr. Mathor to coms » Washingt
as thst asmisian!

Mr. Mather had Iarges b nesy n

torests headed up to Wim ad predident
of two companien pr g rehniug
jand selling horax Thone Kept him
| busy and of course ha & w Lhat hin
gove nent aalary of 32760 wouid
hard]y pay for the ®mnj it of &
man, or men, to take bis ple Nesapr=
thelesy he ocnmn to Washington ant
| want lo w irk
In larde parit Lhrough # eflort
congross passed, the following Year,
August 25, 1916, a il troduced by
antlhep Culifornlan Cong rénrman
Willlam Kent, which ostablinhed 1
bureay the patidhul purk service Mr
Mather then reslgned na assistant (o
the secretar and became director of
nation®]l parks, &nd hin alary of
$2709 was ingreased to §4508
The writer know of his owh
knowladges many [helnnoe where (s
dirsctor has, (n thoasl peveral years
usod his own funds to encourage Lhe
gpirit of thoea benvuth him or o do
spocific things for which R0 Appre
priation was made by congress Dur-
ing the last year, in fact, I proba
| biy uo exaggeration Lo bs) that Mr
| Mathor has spent fram his own pocke
fully $60,000-in the public intaresi®
one £annot

and how much mora Lhat

geurch check up. one can

by dlligent
only guass.

tin addition be has been giving him
salf to his work in a way .‘.!..\' few
government officiais ever do Fully
two-thirds of the year ha In Lrave Ing
from park Lp park by luboriouy train

journeys, then, .in Lhe parke them-
gnlven, riding horsebadck, roving hor
and there, o that when you mention

of this or that cornel

the topogriaphy
back

of this or that p
| ang tell you almost all abe
l It Is, in short, no exaEEeration,

rk, ha oan

wt it
1]
say that not only Is he giVing his ewn
funds to the werking oul of an ab-

sorbing dream that rity will
a miilion

life to pres

wo may call

] times, but he s giVing
perve and incroase whe
|"H‘--\_~ pational park tradition

GREATEST ASSET OF CITY
NOW IS WELL GUARDED

(Gontinued From First Page)
Buckman scbool today 18 being used
as part of the exlension division of
the University of Oregon course In
public health nursing, demonstrationn
being given there daly. Outside or-
ganizations have co-operated to a
great extend In the furthering of
loca] work. Mrs. Blanthe Blumauer,
Ir., chalirman of the lecal Junior Rwl
Cross, has fostered the city dental
elinic. Dantists of Portland have do-
nated heavily to this service and It
marks the application of a War jes-.
gon in the manner in which portable
outfits are used from school to
sehool.

The first dental unit was set up
October 1 and now thers are five
dentists employed one-half time and
five oral hyglenists full time. At the
present rate they make 4000 exami-
nations weekly and other citles ara
coming to study the methods In uss
here, Part of their work consists of
lecturas and wolides are exhibited
showling the [nfluence of bad tecth
on the body. Over a thousand ch'l-
dren have had extensive dental work
done by the city dentist and-many
have been cared for by their own den-
tist. After the first examination
frequent surveya are made to check
up snd ascertain why necessary
dental work is not done. A spirit of
competition Is fostered by beatowing
‘buttons for perfect teeth to each child
and giving the class room a star
when all the puplls have buitons
One case of dirty tecth will lose the
room star and the result Is that the

chlldrena‘ insist on frequent tooih
brush ill. Bpeclal emphasis |s
placed on the oare of permanent
teeth.

Milk Feeding Proves Vital
Local milk stations have provea a
vitgl factor in improving the health
of school children. These milk sta-
tions are made possible by co-opera-
tion between the Parent-Teachers'
organizations, dalrymen and the
health bureaw. Prooeedw from the saje
of Red Croas senls In the sohools are
utilized for this work. When a ehild
is given the mlilk treatment, they are
first weighed and entry made on
charts furpished by the Oregon Tu-
bercular soelety, and In some schools
children have <seen found to be 25
per cent undar welght. This is main-
in the districts where desorted

the local farmers. Some of these |

stution esthblished as well as fure
alshing milk tickels and straws  All
miltk Is furnished at the whelesale
rate and some dalrymen contribule a
¢ertain proportlon of thelr output
free of charge, thls making It possi-
ble to furnish the necessary noufish-

ment to children of the pooar whose

parents have no funds. The wonder-
ful change In the physical and me ntal
development of the child under Lhia
treatment s cuslly discrenible a fow
days after Lho starl Chiidren who

found 10 Qifficult to make their necs
esgary schulastic gridies do so vaxily
when ‘properly nourished Thorae
seems (o be a splendld opportun’ty
for practical philanthropy in further-
ing this work by the establiphment of
open-alr rooms In which backward
children may rest, Portiand now has
one school of his character which
cares for 45 or 50 cases that show a
pre-dispoaition to tuberculosis Dr.
J..Hunter Wells makens an examins-
tion weekly and nurses from the Ore-
gon Tubercular assoclation ecare for
theae casen. It In lmpossible to send
mady samall chlldren to this far dis-
tant place and for that reason Dr,
Bames would [ike to mot a number
of smill centers extablizhed through-
out tha olty.
Free Dispensary s Founded,

Laboratories in the city haly care
for the cultures tuken from “the
school rooms. At the corner of
Fourth and Jefferson strests the
University of Oregon malntalne u free
dispensary and c¢linle open to ehildren
alone thres times weekiy and to
adult® the rest of-the time. In the
matter of milk stations Lhe oty of
Beattie school board mainiains them
there and pays the whola cost an
wall as the cost for dental slinles.
In -Portland thers would be no anters
prise of this ¢haracter If It were not
made possible by outside help,

Children are the greatest artlele of
wvalue in tha ecity of Foftland, they
are its real wealth, and a great ime
provemont s already notliceable In
thetolans of sohool children slnce the
inception of this service a short
time ago. Soma portionas of the local
work are attracting natlonnl atten-
tion. .

Coyote Drives to De Made,

HOLLISTER, Cal.—Farmers of thia
ssetion early next month will start a
drive on tho coyotea, which huve been
destroying cropa lately. onts are

to board and lodge th
| poisonar while e 18 working against
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